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TWO YEARS OF DUTERTE:
Overture to a rapid political and
economic decay

T

he “Duterte magic” is gradually getting dimmer. Collapsing with the weight of his own
failures, Duterte is not only fumbling through the cracks now evident in his government, but
is becoming more and more delusional following the successive backlash he is now receiving.
This spiraling down has led the Duterte government to gravitate towards more repressive policies
to tighten its grip on power.
A hellish orchestra, manned by a vindictive concertmaster, has directed a cacophonous opus to play
an ominous, grim score. Indeed, Duterte has allowed disgorged criminals such as former president Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo and the wretched Marcos family to sneak back into power. His allies who have been
relegated to political irrelevance are now out and about, singing their own tune but still careful to hum
in chorus with Duterte. On July 23, 2018, the sneaky maneuvers paid off, and Gloria Arroyo was declared
House Speaker of the House of Representatives. With elections coming up in 2019, the vultures have lined
up, eager to receive Duterte’s blessings in anticipation that this will translate to public electoral support.
Arrogating powers that only dictators have no shame doing, Duterte flexed his muscles when he jailed
Senator Leila de Lima over alleged drug charges in 2016; when he allowed the burial of the late dictator
Ferdinand Marcos at the Libingan ng mga Bayani in the same year; when he declared martial law in Mindanao
in 2017; when he ousted former Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno in 2018; and recently, when he scripted
the arrest of critic Senator Antonio Trillanes III.
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Seated (L-R): Former Pres. Joseph Estrada, Pres. Rodrigo Duterte, Former Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, former First Lady Imelda Marcos.
(King Rodriguez/GMA News)

Duterte, however, quickly curdled after learning that
growing protests have centered around his persecution
of the opposition and the forceful implementation of
anti-people policies. He was altogether thrown off after
knowing he did not entirely own the military, following
the latter’s refusal to arrest one of their own kind, Senator
Trillanes III, a retired navy officer. The entire debacle
forced the devious Duterte to confront the reality that
in spite of his offerings of salary increases, there is no
strong and stable military support for his regime, thus
widening the fissures to this erratic government.
Meanwhile, resistance continues to brew amongst
the people.
Like a wounded dog, the Duterte regime is pouncing
on anyone it perceives as opposition. Lunging with a
strongman façade who spouts expletives and death
threats per minute, Duterte has chosen an ineffective
solution to address the socio-economic ills pervading
the country – razing the ground to build anew through
rights violations and intensifying repression. In
due course, there is no one beside him. He has even
terminated the peace talks with the National Democratic
Front of the Philippines (NDFP) which was coming
up with immediate solutions to current problems of
poverty while working out a comprehensive agreement
to address the root causes of the civil war.
The Duterte regime has become obsessed with
preserving itself through fabricating diversions,
spinning outlandish conspiracies, and going all-out on
rights violations against the people. The egomaniac who
relishes adoration is no longer adored by the many. As

all dictators go, fear is used by Duterte as his foremost
weapon; and, he continues to kill with impunity. He
refuses to end his delusionary war on drugs, and to stop
his futile counterinsurgency program.
With blood on his hands, Duterte has exacerbated
his own situation, all the more widening the cracks
dividing his government with his ineffective and
disastrous national economic policies in the face of
the international community’s growing realization
of another Filipino monster in their midst, warped on
destroying itself with its evil agenda.

Cracks in Duterte’s war on drugs –
discredited, a nightmare, a fiasco
“I—there was this promise which turned out to be a
nightmare, a fiasco. Well, because when I was mayor, I made
the promise—ang mindset ko was Davao. And I maybe,
naiveté, had something to do with that also...”
– President Rodrigo Duterte in a speech
during the 45th anniversary celebration of
the National Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA) on his promised deadline of
ending the illegal drug trade within 6 months
Duterte’s “nanlaban” (fought back) narrative
is losing ground, and so is the policy that propelled
this infamous lie at the top of every police’s list of
justifications for killing poor Filipinos. The “drug war,”
largely discredited and unmasked as a war against the

July to September 2018

poor, has had a disastrous, irreversible impact on the
lives of thousands. With a reported death toll of more
than 20,000, the anti-narcotics drive has achieved
nothing – a steady stream of illegal drugs still continues
to fill the market.
A PhP 6.8 billion worth of illegal drugs, recently
reassessed by the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) to be PhP 11 billion in value, was cleared by the
Bureau of Customs (BOC) and was speculated to have
been smuggled inside the country via four magnetic
lifters on August 8, 2018. Duterte downplayed the issue,
saying that this was “pure speculation”, but officers
of the PDEA attest that there were indeed drugs that
slipped past BOC officials, and are now being sold in the
streets. BOC Commissioner Isidro Lapeña took shelter
in Duterte’s denial, but would be now engaged in a
round of blame-game after PDEA findings confirmed the
existence of said drugs.
This was a continuation of last year’s shipment in
May 2017 of illegal drugs worth PhP 6.4 billion which
also passed the BOC manned by then-commissioner
Nicanor Faeldon. Faeldon was appointed by no less
than Duterte himself during the start of his term, and
Duterte defended him during that drug smuggling issue.
Faeldon resigned in August 2017 and was replaced by
Lapeña, whose leadership in the BOC would
again be questioned after another round
of illegal drugs shipment was successfully
smuggled inside the country. Duterte also
defended Lapeña; their tandem now using
the Custom’s intelligence officer as their
scapegoat.
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anti-narcotics drive is not only a stark example of a
failed policy, but also one that gave rise to unpeace and
State impunity.
Moreover, the problem of illegal drugs is also a
health issue, and thus can be solved through appropriate
rehabilitative and medical means to help individuals
suffering addiction to overcome the adverse effects
of such substances. At the same time, those who have
used the drug trade to attain wealth and even power in
government should be punished severely, and not be
protected by their patrons in power.
Likewise, the involvement of the poor in the use
and trade of illegal drugs stems from the poor trying
to survive where they cannot make ends meet, where
they are incapable of finding employment, where they
live as neglected citizens in slum areas, where basic
social services for education, health and housing are
not found, where daily hunger is a reality, and where
their situation breeds hopelessness and despair. The
social system scrimps on allowing the poor to become
productive and not be victimized to use and sell drugs
just to survive. And in its cruelty, this same system
has allowed the entry and exit of contraband items,
including “substance-abuse drugs” for business and
profit, at the expense of the poor.

On one hand, this means incompetence,
and on its worst hand, it means the Duterte
regime’s possible connivance with drug
lords. From a government that trumpets a
strong rhetoric against drug pushers and
users, the recent events reveal how this war
has always been a charade that was never
intended to be solved – was there ever really
an intent to curtail the illegal drug trade in
the country? Indeed, this country is riding
high in the criminal world with drug prices
ever cheaper; and thousands are killed,
orphaned, and denied their rights, even in
death.
The Duterte government has stripped
Filipinos of their right to due process, and
has permitted a license to kill by the police
and other state forces. Meanwhile, poverty
and other related socioeconomic ills that
pervade the country keep worsening. This

A shipment of illegal drugs, worth 6.4 billion pesos at the Bureau of Customs. (Rappler sourced photo)
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THE REIGN OF STATE TERROR:
Vociferous attacks
on the people’s civil and political rights
With the unbridled attacks against people’s rights,
the common denominator points to an emboldened
armed force wielded by the Duterte regime. State
terrorism is the regime’s immediate response, its
foremost weapon in suppressing widespread resistance,
while poorly covering up the fissures in its leadership.
Policies have been implemented to mask State
terrorism behind the veil of protecting citizens against
alleged “terrorists” and “enemies of the State.” Martial
law in Mindanao is one embodiment of this. In spite of
the end of the so-called Marawi siege, rehabilitation has
yet to start one year into the disaster. The intelligence
failure on the part of the military has led to the
wholesale violations against a whole city, against the
entire Maranao community. To this date, victims are still
clamoring to return to their homes — homes that have
been cordoned off by the government to be auctioned
off to the highest bidder for estate management and
business expansion. Elsewhere in Mindanao and other
parts of the country, Duterte and his regime have
continued to march on their trail of terror.
From the start of Duterte’s term up until September
2018, Karapatan had documented 196 victims of political
killings, 157 of whom were peasants. There were at least
2,000 illegal arrests. Military operations continued to
harass and displace residents, with 446,816 victims of
forced evacuations and 71,298 individuals harassed and
threatened. As the cracks in the Duterte regime become
evident, resistance becomes increasingly criminalized
and platforms to exercise people’s rights are altogether
curtailed.

Killings
The Duterte regime has turned the Philippines into
a poor man’s killing field, murdering urban poor dwellers
in cities and massacring small farmers, indigenous
peoples, and activist members of progressive groups.
Under Duterte’s belt are 13 massacres since the start
of his term; two massacres have been documented just
recently in the 3rd quarter of this year. The commonality
between these incidents is the outrageous barefaced
ploy to cover up these violations – ranging from the use
of riding-in-tandem perpetrators, outright denials, then
brazenly churning out lies to justify these crimes. Each
massacre during this third quarter claimed the lives of
seven innocents, and were subsequently concealed by
demonizing the victims.
In Panay. On August 15, 2018, seven unarmed staff
of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines
(NDFP) in Panay were massacred by joint elements of
the police, the Antique Provincial Police Mobile Force

Violations of Civil & Political Rights
under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
(July 2016 to September 2018)
Violation

Number of victims

Extrajudicial Killing

196

Frustrated Extrajudicial Killing

366

Enforced Disappearance
Torture
Illegal Arrest without Detention

6
100
2,135

Illegal Arrest and Detention

415

Illegal Search and Seizure

298

Physical Assault and Injury
Demolition
Violation of Domicile
Destruction of Property
Divestment of Property
Forced Evacuation
Threat/Harassment/Intimidation
Indiscriminate Firing
Bombing
Forced/Fake Surrender
Forced Labor/Involuntary Servitude
Use of Civilians in Police and/or Military Operations
as Guides and/or Shield
Use of Schools, Medical, Religious and
Other Public Places for Military Purpose

©Bulatlat

TABLE 1

Restriction or Violent Dispersal of Mass Actions,
Public Assemblies and Gatherings

218
6,114
626
5,140
797
446,816
71,298
6,794
367,865
1,646
25
118
42,279
2,294

July to September 2018
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Company, the 301st Brigade Intelligence Task Group,
and the 61st Infantry Battalion-Philippine Army (IBPA).
The victims were asleep in an old community chapel at
Purok 7, Brgy. Atabay, San Jose, Antique. The murdered
victims were Karen Ceralvo, Liezel Bandiola, Felix
Salditos, Peter Mecenas, Eldie Labinghisa, Jason
Talibo and Jason Sanchez. They were researchers
investigating the socioeconomic situation of the people
of Panay, particularly on the poverty of farm workers
and sacadas (sugarcane plantation workers).
The massacre happened shortly after midnight,
when at least 30 armed operatives raided and fired on
the victims’ location. The police reported that a firefight
ensued, but witnesses disputed this, saying that there
was no exchange of gunfire, and that the gunshots that
came from the military side lasted for only 5 minutes.
The recovered bodies further indicated that they were
fired upon at close range – half of Bandiola’s face was
blown off while the others had fatal gunshot wounds on
their chests and heads.
The bodies were presented to the media, with
planted firearms and explosives. After questions
were asked of how small firearms could sustain a
30-minute gunfight, as the police suggested, an M14
rifle was immediately “added” to the list of “recovered”
paraphernalia. This same cover-up was also evident in
the massacre of 7 Tausug farmers in Patikul, Sulu.
In Patikul. In the morning of September 14, 2018,
seven farmers and residents of Brgy. Tambang, Patikul,
Sulu, namely Makrub Diray, 25; Alpadal Diray, 16;
Mijar Hairan and Basiluddin Hairani, both 30; Issah
Hamsan, 21; Benajal Tula and Maknun Sakirin, both
22, secured a permit from the 55th IBPA to harvest their
lanzones and mangosteen fruits from their farmland at
Sitio Tubig Bato, Brgy. Kabuntakas, Patikul. At around
11:00 a.m., three children witnessed that the young men
were being arrested by Scout Rangers from the 32nd IBPA.
The following day, September 15, Col. Gerry Besana of the
Western Mindanao Command announced that there was
an encounter between the Task Group Panther and the
Scout Rangers against Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) forces.
Said encounter allegedly resulted in the death of seven
ASG men, who were identified as the same farmers that
the Scout Rangers arrested a day prior and whose dead
bodies were returned to their relatives and to a grieving
community. The enraged families of the victims and the
entire community vehemently denied that the seven
young men were ASG members.
In Compostela. On August 18, 2018, at around 10
p.m., Rolly Panebio, a 46-year-old security staff and an
active member of Compostela Farmers Association (CFA),
was on his way out of the Lumad school Salugpongan Ta

As custom, the remains of the victims of Patikul massacre were immediately
prepared for burial by their loved ones. (Photo from Suara Bangsamoro’s FB page)

‘Tanu Igkanogon Community Learning Center (STTICLC)
in Brgy. Bango, Compostela town, when two unidentified
gunmen onboard a motorcycle forcibly took him meters
away then shot him. He was declared dead on arrival at
the hospital. Panebio volunteered to be a security guard
of the school to contribute to the collective efforts of the
community for the education of their children. The CFA
and STTICLC were being tagged as supporters of the NPA.
Prior to his arrest, Panebio was forced to “surrender” by
the 66th IBPA in March 2018 despite his insistence that
he is not an NPA member.
A day later, on August 19, 2018, spouses Gilbert
Plabial and Jean Plabial went to attend the wake of
their fellow CFA member, Rolly Panebio. They were on
their way home and were already near Sitio Balite, Brgy.
Banakon when they were gunned down by suspected
elements of the 66th IBPA. They were travelling with a
village councilor who first noticed suspicious men tailing
them. When Gilbert turned around to check, he was shot
in the head. Losing control of his motorcycle, Gilbert
and his wife were thrown into a canal. The assailants
stopped their vehicle, approached the victims and shot
them again. The Plabials, along with Panebio, are the
latest victims from the CFA. The organization had been
tagged by the military as NPA supporters as it continued
to register its opposition to the entry of mining company
Agusan Petroleum in their community. Gilbert Plabial,
in fact, was arrested in 2015 on trumped-up charges of
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illegal possession of firearms and explosives, but was
later released after his case was dismissed for lack of
evidence.
In Negros Oriental. It was also clear how threats
and harassment preceded these killings. On August 21,
2018, at around 6:45 p.m., Haide Malalay Flores, 45, a
married businesswoman and a resident of Poblacion,
Guihulngan City, Negros Oriental was on her way home
onboard a motorcycle when two gunmen suddenly
shot her, hitting different parts of her body. She was
rushed to the Guihulngan City District Hospital but was
pronounced dead on arrival. Police then recovered six
empty shells of a .45 caliber pistol from the crime scene.
Flores was an activist and a peasant rights advocate.
Having placed her name on their “hit list,” she had
received threats on her life from a vigilante group the
Kawsa sa Guihulnganon Batok Druga ug Komunista
(KAGUBAK, a murderous police-backed group that
targets drug users, druglords, activists, and alleged
members of the NPA and its supporters). The said list
also contained names of other local leaders, including
Monsignor Roberto Caday of the Iglesia Filipina
Independiente (IFI).

TABLE 2

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced
Disappearance under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
(July 2016 to September 2018)

Extrajudicial
Killing

Region

Enforced
Disappearance

Ilocos

4

-

Cordillera Administrative Region

1

-

Cagayan Valley

3

-

Central Luzon

8

-

National Capital Region

-

-

Southern Tagalog

6

-

Bicol

23

-

Western Visayas

16

-

Central Visayas

12

-

Eastern Visayas

-

-

Northern Mindanao

12

-

Caraga

17

1

SoCSKSargen

23

4

Western Mindanao

-

-

Southern Mindanao

50

-

21
196

1
6

Women

33

1

Rights defenders

122

4

ARMM
TOTAL

In Maguindanao. Under the veil of martial law,
the military continued attacks on Muslim communities,
escaping accountability by giving out excuses that
such violations are “necessary” and that the deaths
are “collateral damage” in the so-called “fight against
terrorism.” On September 5, 2018, airstrikes led by the
AFP’s 6th Infantry Division, left Brgy. Bialong, Shariff
Aguak, Maguindanao with one civilian dead and three
wounded residents. Mrs. Farida Hasim was fleeing
their barangay because of the continuous gunfire
and mortar shelling when her husband, Abduladzis
Salindugay Hasim, was suddenly hit by shrapnel from
a 105 howitzer which caused his instant death. Another
resident, Saiden Esmail Solaiman, was also hit, with
the skin on his elbow almost falling off exposing the
bone. Mrs. Hasim and her relative, Sema Dido, were also
wounded. The indiscriminate mortar shelling displaced
1,254 families who fled from their homes, including 400
children and 50 pregnant women.
In Caraga. Peasant killings continued as another
indigenous farmer was killed in the Caraga region. Rex
Hangadon, a 23-year-old Higaonon peasant, was shot by
the 23rd IBPA while resting with his father in a hut at Sitio
Bulak, Brgy. Lower Olave, Buenavista, Agusan del Norte
in the afternoon of September 15, 2018. Meanwhile,
the father of Rex Hangadon remains missing. The
perpetrators tagged the victim as a member of the
NPA and claimed that the latter had a firearm. This
was disputed by his companions who were stripping
abaca fiber at the same communal farm. The family of
the victim were hesitant to claim his body, fearing they
would be targeted next if they revealed themselves as
relatives of the deceased who was accused of being an
NPA member.
The residents of Sitio Bulak walked 5 hours to seek
refuge at the multi-purpose hall of the municipal center
due to the presence of combat troops. They experienced
food shortage and congestion in the cramped place,
as they relied on the relief assistance from the local
government, while the soldiers were still in their
community. Some residents who returned to Sitio Bulak
were greeted with their homes defaced and stank with
foul odors because the soldiers defecated on the floors.
Leaflets were left stating that if members of the NPA did
not surrender by November, residents would be killed,
creating a “no man’s land”. As of this writing, about
190 individuals from 42 families have taken refuge
in the Multi-Purpose Hall in Upper Olave, unable to
return to their community because of the presence of
combat troops and their continuing death threats to the
residents.
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In Camarines Sur. The elderly were not exempt
from such horrid violations and the arbitrary tagging
that came afterwards as the military tried to justify
the violations against them. On September 11, 2018,
at around 7 a.m., couple Hermenio Dellor Aragdon,
69, and Soledad Recto Aragdon, 60, were seen going
to their farm in Sitio Malaiba, a 3-kilometer walk
from their residence in Barangay Malabog, Caramoan,
Camarines Sur. Around noon, residents heard gunfire
and explosions from the mountains not far from the
village. They estimated that the gunfire lasted for about
20 minutes. At around 4 p.m., 14 soldiers arrived in the
village to transport a wounded soldier. The residents
and the local officials gathered around to inquire about
the incident and who were involved.
Witnesses saw the soldiers carrying dead bodies
wrapped in black cloth, and they coerced some local
officials and individuals to carry the bodies to town. By
5 p.m., they arrived near the town and were ordered
by soldiers to avoid passing the main road to prevent
residents from asking questions. A local official
attempted to see who the dead were, but he was quickly
reprimanded. The soldiers then went to the village hall
and asked the local officials for a certification, specifically
stating to identify the dead bodies as members of the
NPA. The village secretary was not around, and out of
fear, the secretary’s wife who is not a barangay official,
provided the certificate while the chief village police or
“tanod” was forced by the soldiers to affix his signature
in the certificate. At about 7 p.m., the soldiers ordered
the village police to transfer the bodies using the route
along the river to avoid passing through the town center.
It was confirmed the next morning that the bodies
belonged to the elderly Aragdon couple. Their son, Ian,
saw that his parents’ bodies were already decomposing
and full of maggots. There was a big open wound on his
father’s chest, while his mother sustained open wounds
on her neck and hands. The SOCO performed a paraffin
test on the cadavers but declared that an autopsy of the
bodies was no longer needed. In a statement, the 83rd
IBPA, 22nd IBPA, the Military Intelligence Company, and
9th Military Intelligence Branch announced that they
encountered at least 10 NPA fighters in Brgy. Malabog,
Caramoan, Camarines Sur and were able to kill two. As
mentioned by the village folk, the victims were not NPA
but were an elderly couple who lived and farmed with
them in their village.
In Sorsogon. State forces are brutal and callous;
they care less about the families of their victim, they
even allow the children to witness the deaths of their
parents in full view. In the evening of September 27,
2018, Salvador Gracilla, 36, a fisherman, was resting

TABLE 3

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced
Disappearance under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
By Sector (July 2016 to September 2018)
Sector
Church

Extrajudicial
Killing
5

Entrepreneur
Environmentalist

Enforced
Disappearance
-

3

-

12

-

Fisherfolk

2

-

Government Employee

9

-

46

3

7

1

157

3

6

-

Indigenous People
Minor
Peasant
Human Rights worker
Worker

8

-

Youth and Student

8

-

Cultural Worker
Moro
Transport

1

-

31

1

2

-

TABLE 4

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced
Disappearance under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
By Affiliation (July 2016 to September 2018)
Sector
Anakpawis
KMP

Extrajudicial
Killing
4

Enforced
Disappearance
-

59

-

PAMALAKAYA

1

-

Bayan Muna

5

-

CPA

1

-

GABRIELA

1

-

Katribu

1

-

PASAKA

12

-

KASALO

3

-

KALUMBAY

1

-

KALUHHAMIN

8

-

BALATIK

1

-

Karapatan

3

-

PCPR

1

-

RMP

1

-

NDFP

7

1

Others

17

3
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with his wife and three children inside their residence
at Brgy. Recto, Bulan, Sorsogon when they were raided
by joint elements of the 509 Regional PNP Battalion
and Charlie Company of the 31st IBPA. Gracilla was
interrogated and tortured after operatives insisted he
was an NPA member. He was shot in front of his family
despite pleas that he was only a civilian. After killing the
victim, the soldiers confiscated the family’s cellphone
and forcibly took money from the Gracilla family. After
learning of the incident and out of fear for their lives,
10 families from the community temporarily evacuated
from Brgy. Recto due to continuing military operations
in the area.
The level of brutality has intensified as State security
forces are protected and encouraged by an unlimited
license to kill, and as long as those murdered are under
one of three categories: drug addicts, terrorists/NPA,
and the NPA sympathizers – the soldiers see to it that all
their victims fall into these narratives. The perpetrators,
therefore, brazenly target victims while in their farms,
or on their way home, or even in their houses, confident
that Duterte’s regime will cast its net of protection so
long as those killed are neatly placed in a compartment
of State-mandated labels for murder with impunity.
The modus operandi of the Duterte regime in
its serial killing of peasants and rights defenders
have continued on into this 3rd quarter of 2018. Using
riding-in-tandem perpetrators or masked men, usually
traceable to nearby detachment units or paramilitary
groups controlled by the military, the Duterte regime
attempts to feign ignorance amid all the killings,
furthermore darkening the climate of impunity in the
country.
However, a common denominator on why these
victims are murdered, points to their resistance against
the Duterte regime’s anti-people policies.

Arrests
With the formation of the Inter-Agency Committee
on Legal Action (IACLA) on October 9, 2017, the Duterte
regime has followed suit in the blood trail left by the
nine murderous years of the Arroyo regime. The IACLA,
a revival of Arroyo’s own Inter-Agency Legal Action
Group (IALAG), is an agency specializing at legitimizing
political persecution through the filing of trumped-up
charges. In a year of IACLA, 221 individuals have already
been slapped with trumped-up charges, speeding the
process of falsely jailing human rights defenders who
continue to expose the worsening rights situation on
the ground. IACLA, piled on top of the Duterte regime’s
counterinsurgency program Oplan Kapayapaan (OpKap),
has become a factory that churns out systematic
maneuvers to legitimize repression, using every legal
move in the government’s arsenal to justify persecution
of critics, rights defenders, and members of progressive
organizations.
The arrests either come in groups of two or more
people. Increasingly, the Duterte regime has become
an expert in mass arrests. The police and the military
have mastered the art of combining fantastic narratives,
perjured testimonies, planted evidence, defective
warrants, and collaboration with other government
agencies to justify rights violations.
In General Santos City. On July 4, 2018, around 7:30
p.m., 13 participants of a project assessment meeting
led by the Iglesia Filipina Independiente (IFI) Diocese
of Libertad were conducting a meeting on integrated
development programming in Radasa St., Brgy. Lagao,
General Santos City when 60 armed men entered the
meeting location. Said men introduced themselves
as members of the police, the military intelligence
group, the National Intelligence Coordinating Agency

Human rights defenders arrested in General Santos City were released on bail. They still continue to face the fabricated charges against them. (Photo by RMP-NMR)
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(NICA) and the 1002nd Brigade of the Philippine Army,
adding that they were conducting an operation to serve
warrants of arrest for a “Maria Unabia” and a “Francis
Madria”. The participants said they were not aware
of the persons mentioned in the warrant, and noticed
that the court document presented to them lacked the
signature of a judge.
Despite the absence of the persons mentioned in the
warrant, the police forcibly brought the 13 individuals
to the police headquarters in Camp Fermin Lira for
“questioning.” The victims were identified as Teresita
Lapuz Naul, 60, staff of Karapatan-NMR and National
Council member of Karapatan; Analiza Jurado Avenido,
31, peasant organizer of KASAMA-Bukidnon; Rosemarie
Bacalso Cantano, 21, a student; Aldeem Abrogueña
Yañez, 44, a trade union organizer; Vennel Francis
Danao Chenfoo, 28, regional coordinator of Kabataan
Partylist; Roger Dogmocan Plana, 47, regional council
member of Misamis Oriental Farmers Association;
Kristine Bacara Cabardo, 23, regional chairperson of
League of Filipino Students; Jomorito Goaynon, 41,
regional chairperson of Lumad organization KALUMBAY;
Ireneo Sagulay Udarbe Jr., 58 regional chairperson
of Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas; Bayron Gabales
Porras, 28; Virgillio Anje Sanama, 33, a security guard;
Emilio Gabales, 41; and Delia Catubay, 44. All were
detained without being informed of the charges against
them. Karapatan paralegals and church people were
denied access to the detained victims.

murder were filed against the Dazons, linking them
to the encounter that transpired in the area five days
before their arrest.
During their ordeal with State security forces, the
two suffered from chest pains and gastritis from severe
anxiety and stress. They were brought to the hospital,
confined, but were turned over again to the custody of
the Besao PNP last July 26. On the same date, the people
of Tamboan, with representatives of the Besao municipal
government, presented a resolution asking the 81st IBPA
to leave the community after staying in the area for
almost a month. The army ignored the resolution. Up
to the present, intensified military operations are still
ongoing.
In the labor sector. Workers on strike were
also targeted. On July 30, at around 3 p.m., after an
ecumenical mass held at the picketline in Marilao,
Bulacan, at least 300 NutriAsia workers, their families
and supporters were violently dispersed by more than
100 of the company’s security personnel and members
of the PNP. Scores were injured while 19 were illegally
arrested, including journalists from alternative media
outfits: Daisy Jane Heda, 20, Nagkakaisang Manggagawa
ng NutriAsia (NMN); Robert Sequino, 23, NMN; Sedney
Villamor, 31, NMN; Jerald Verano, 26, NMN; Mark
Ponce, 31, NMN; Dannyboy Conel, 21, NMN; Marylle

The next day, July 5, eleven of the victims, with
the exception of Emilio Gabales and Delia Catubay,
were brought to the General Santos City Hall of Justice
for inquest proceedings. The 11 were charged with
obstruction of justice while Gabales and Catubay, whom
the police insisted were “Maria Unabia” and “Francis
Madria,” were forced to undergo the booking procedure
under the names indicated in the warrant. By July 6,
the 11 accused were released after posting bail while
Gabales and Catubay were transferred to the Malaybalay
City Jail in Bukidnon for trumped-up charges of murder
and multiple frustrated murder.
In the Cordillera. In Mountain Province, siblings
Edmond Laus Dazon, 49, and Saturnino Laus Dazon,
40, residents of Sitio Dandanac, Brgy. Tamboan, Besao,
were illegally arrested and detained by around 10
soldiers of the 81st IBPA, under the command of 1st Lt.
Jade Lyzterdan Padinas Gavino, on July 20, 2018. The
Dazon siblings’ farm hut were ransacked and searched
while they were being threatened and interrogated.
The victims were detained without charges and were
transferred to police custody after a day. Three days
later, on July 23, trumped-up charges of multiple
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Leticia Retiza, a Kadamay member, was among those hurt in the dispersal of
NutriAsia picket line. Despite her injuries, she contnues to support the workers.
(Photo from Anakbayan FB)

10

KARAPATAN Monitor

Jons Peligro, 23, NMN; Joevelyn Bornales, 33, NMN;
Nikki Abilar, 29, church worker; Jaime Castro, 52,
church worker; Avon Ang, 23, Altermidya; Hiyasmin
Saturay, 27, Altermidya; Psalty Caluza, 20, Altermidya;
Jon Bonifacio, 20, UP student and campus journalist;
Eric Tandoc, 38, Altermidya; Einstein Recedes, 33,
Anakbayan Secretary General; Mark Quinto, 24, League
of Filipino Students; Imelda Ray, 57, Kadamay member;
and Aileen Raganit, 42, Kadamay member.
The Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) had already ordered NutriAsia to regularize
its workers after it was found to be engaging in laboronly contracting. The company ignored this order and,
likewise, disregarded the workers’ call for regularization.
The striking workers, led by NMN, mounted their strike
on June 2, 2018.
In Bulacan. In the evening of August 11, 2018,
former public sector union organizers Oliver and
Rowena Rosales were on their way home from selling
their wares at a local market in Balagtas, Bulacan
when they were taken and suddenly handcuffed by
unidentified men in civilian clothing. The perpetrators,
who were wearing masks and caps, totaled to about
ten, according to the Rosales couple. Both were former
members and organizers of the Confederation for
Unity, Recognition and Advancement of Government
Employees (COURAGE).
The Rosales couple tried to question the warrant
shown to them but they were hurriedly shoved inside a
vehicle and blindfolded. They were brought to the CIDG-

NCR in Camp Crame at about 10:30 p.m. After arriving at
the CIDG, both were shown a diagram of a supposed list
of CPP-NPA members, with their names included.
On August 12, the couple were brought to a
conference room where they saw a table with two
guns, one grenade, bullets and Rowena’s personal
belongings. They were made to sit beside the table
while being photographed. The next day, August 13,
Oliver and Rowena were brought to a regional court in
Malolos, Bulacan and were charged with trumped-up
cases of illegal possession of firearms and explosives.
Suspiciously, the warrant of arrest presented to them
was issued from Branch 24, Cabadbaran City, Agusan
del Norte, dated December 19, 2017, for the charges of
murder and arson. Both are currently detained at the
CIDG-NCR holding area in Camp Crame.
The Rosales couple was among the COURAGE organizers and officers who experienced harassment and
threats from military agents in 2015. They filed a petition for writ of amparo at the Court of Appeals, but the
case was dismissed by the court.
In Cagayan Valley. Spouses Edison Culasing
Erece and Divina Manuel Erece were illegally arrested
at their residence in Sitio Nagtapulan, Brgy. Naguilian,
Camiguin Island, Calayan, Cagayan Valley on September
2018, at around 2 a.m. The arresting team was composed
of joint elements from the CIDG, Regional Intelligence
Division, Regional Mobile Force Battalion 2, Special
Operations Platoon, Marine Battalion Landing Team 10
(SOP, MBLT-10), in coordination with Calayan police. The

TABLE 3

Political Prisoners

as of September 30, 2018
Region of Dention

NDFP
Consultants

Women

Arrested under
Duterte

Cordillera Administrative Region

10

1

0

6

Cagayan Valley

23

1

0

16

Central Luzon

Arrested spouses. Oliver and Rowena Rosales, and Edison
and Divina Erece. (Photos courtesy of Free the Rosaleses
and Karapatan Cagayan Valley FB pages)

Total number of
Political Prisoners

7

0

1

3

National Capital Region

87

7

4

11

Southern Tagalog

37

3

0

22

Bicol

42

1

0

9

Western Visayas

13

2

0

9

Central Visayas

10

0

0

5

Eastern Visayas

32

6

0

5

Northern Mindanao

36

4

1

19

Caraga

62

4

0

34

Socsksargen

33

2

0

17

Western Mindanao

12

4

0

5

113
517

11
45

0
5

34
194

Southern Mindanao
TOTAL

Elderly 40		

Sickly 115

Minor 5
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couple was alleged to be members of the NPA operating
in Cagayan. In truth, both are peasant organizers in the
region.
Edison is currently detained at the BJMP Tuguegarao,
while Divina is at the PNP prison in Tuguegarao. Both
were charged with trumped-up charges of illegal
possession of explosives, qualified assault upon an agent
or person with authority, murder, and arson. Divina was
a former political prisoner in 2011 and released in 2015
after all false charges against her were dismissed.

Prof. Gill Boehringer (L), being held at the airport, consults with NUPL lawyer Atty.
Katherine Panguban. (AP photo)

Amongst solidarity colleagues. The regime’s
paranoia resulted in small-minded stupidity. This time,
the government’s crackdown involved foreign national
as Duterte moved not just to silence dissent within the
country, but also overseas. This was the case of 84-yearold Gill Boehringer, an Australian law professor
and human rights advocate who was barred entry
into the country on August 8, 2018. Boehringer was
blacklisted by the Bureau of Immigration for allegedly
joining protest actions and fact-finding missions in the
Philippines. He last entered the country in November
2017 and left in March 2018. The elderly Australian
professor stayed for a week at the Manila airport
while trying to negotiate his entry, but was eventually
deported. The blacklisting of Boehringer was similar
to the persecution against missionaries like Sr. Patricia
Fox and other foreign nationals this year. This was done
through the recycling of the Aquino regime’s repressive
immigration policy, particularly Operations Order SBM2015-025, an order prohibiting non-Filipino nationals
from engaging in “political activities,” a legally vague
and ambiguous terminology, within the country. This
order is used arbitrarily against rights defenders from
the international community.
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HARASSMENT, RED-TAGGING:
Seeing “Red” with bloodshot eyes
“The pathetic former army general who
sees things red because of his bloodshot eyes”
– Duterte’s description of retired general
Jovito Palparan in May 2016.
In a twisted psychological makeup, Duterte has
fully taken in the mentality of Jovito “The Butcher”
Palparan and similar like-minded militarists, looking at
everything and everyone with “bloodshot eyes.” This
mentality manifests in their line of excuses and twisted
reasoning in justifying their rights violations. To them,
“red” means a free pass to kill, torture, arrest, and
harass. The 3rd quarter has seen some twisted talent from
State forces who must have racked their brains to create
mindboggling conspiracies, mostly under the theme
of a conjured “destabilization plot.” From September
11, the police and the military have already started to
inflame the idea of an alleged plot, maliciously linking
all protests to said ploy. By the end of September, the
word “red” has been added to officially refer to this
ouster plot, fueling a “Red October” fictional narrative.
Hounding Makabayan leaders. This 3rd quarter
started with the political persecution of four former
Makabayan bloc representatives who were charged
with trumped-up cases during the Arroyo regime.
On July 11, 2018, Evelyn A. Turla, Regional Trial Court
Branch 40 presiding judge in Palayan City, Nueva Ecija,
issued a warrant of arrest for trumped-up murder
charges against Satur Ocampo, Liza Maza, Rafael
Mariano, and Teodoro Casiño, along with several
others including NDFP consultant Emeterio Antalan.
The murder charges were “resurrected” from a case
filed in 2008. On said day, lawyers of the four Makabayan
activists immediately filed a Motion for Reconsideration
of the Order, with a legal prayer to quash said warrants.
On August 8, 2018, the warrants of arrest issued on July
11, 2018 against Ocampo, Maza, Casiño and Mariano
were quashed and the trumped-up murder cases were
subsequently dismissed.
The harassment of progressive leaders through
the filing of trumped-up charges has been a consistent
maneuver of government against its critics, and this has
increasingly been used in Duterte’s government, and
particularly after the formation of IACLA.
Lumad communities in Surigao del Sur. On July
19, 2018, just three days after the evacuation of close
to 300 Lumad families with 1,607 individuals from
communities of Surigao del Sur, a complaint for
violation of RA 9851 (Grave Threat and Coercion) was filed
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Persecuted yet defiant. Makabayan lawmakers Casiño, Ocampo, Maza and Mariano with their lawyers Neri Colmenares and Rachel Pastores (first and second from left).
(Photo by R Villanueva, Kodao)

against 30 individuals, most of whom were leaders of
the Malahutayong Pakigbisog Alang sa Sumusunod
(MAPASU), at the Provincial Prosecutors Office in
Lianga, Surigao del Sur. The others accused included a
pastor of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines
(UCCP) who was assisting Lumad evacuees; a member of
the media who wrote his name on the military logbook
at the incidence command post (ICP); and several others
who had long left the Lumad communities because of
threats against their lives and liberty.
The PNP-Lianga cited the report of a certain “Datu
Jumar Bucales” and the testimonies of three persons
who claimed that they attended the assembly of the
MAPASU communities and witnessed the MAPASU
leaders forcing the Lumad to evacuate. The three
witnesses, however, were not residents of the Lumad
communities and were not present in any meeting or
in any MAPASU community consultations. The main
complainant, “Bucales”, was revealed as Marcos Bocales,
a self-proclaimed datu and a leader of the militaryorganized Magahat-Bagani paramilitary force. Said
paramilitary group was responsible for the massacre
of community leaders and the executive director of a
Lumad community school in 2015. Bocales has yet to be
served with a standing warrant of arrest.
The residents who evacuated on July 16, 2018, were
able to return home on August 8, after soldiers of the
75th IBPA left the area. The Lumad evacuees have always
expressed their opposition against coal mining within
their ancestral land; and against military encampment
and the establishment of military detachments in their
communities.

Human rights fact-finding mission in Quezon.
Efforts from progressive groups to document and
investigate rights violations are discouraged. Factfinding missions have become increasingly dangerous
since the start of the Duterte regime, with delegates
harassed or even killed.
On July 28, 2018, a 23-member fact-finding mission
composed of human rights workers from Karapatan
Southern Tagalog were on their way to Atimonan,
Quezon aboard a jeepney when they were fired at by
men onboard a motorcycle. The mission team members
were to investigate reports of rights violations due to
militarization in Atimonan, including the alleged death
of two residents of Montes Callagan, Atimonan. The
perpetrators attacked the mission team’s vehicle while
they were still in Brgy. Bilukaw, Pitugo, Quezon, around
30 kilometers from the team’s destination. Bullets hit
the vehicle’s wheels but none from the team was hurt.
In the Cordillera. In recent reports from the
Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA), the 81st IBPA
and the 54th IBPA had been encamping in Dandanac,
Tamboan, Besao for a month since July 2018. The
soldiers stayed in the houses of at least nine residents
and restricted the movement of villagers while they
were encamped at the Dandanac Elementary School.
Intensified military operations are still ongoing in the
area.
In Palawan. The military’s campaign of forcing
civilians to “surrender” has continued, both in martial
law-infested Mindanao and in other parts of the
country. On August 22, 2018, Gerry Grandiza, 56, the
Indigenous Peoples Mandatory Representative (IPMR)
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of the municipal government council, arrived at his
house in Sitio Natutungan, Brgy. Quinlogan, Quezon,
Palawan. Two soldiers were waiting for him. They
accused Grandiza of being in the company of an NPA
member and insisted that he surrender himself. He was
in a so-called “list” of people involved in organizing,
feeding, and conducting meetings in remote barrios of
his municipality. Upon investigation, it was established
that during the time that the soldiers referred to,
Grandiza was in fact at the hospital recuperating from
a motorcycle accident. The soldiers left, but not after
threatening him that if he did not cooperate, the military
would be back for him. Grandiza adamantly asserted his
innocence and formally reported the incident to the
police.
The next day, another farmer in the same barangay
was victimized by the soldiers. On August 23, 2018, while
working his small plot of farm land in Sitio Inarauan,
Brgy. Quinlogan, Quezon, Palawan, Milot L. Menosa
encountered men who introduced themselves as combat
soldiers. The soldiers tried to force him to admit that
he was an NPA supporter, and threatened him that if
he denied this, his child “would have to start digging
his father’s grave”. Menosa’s family who saw him with
the armed soldiers shook from fear. The perpetrators
interrogated even the children, asking for their names
and the names of other people in the community. The
soldiers forcibly stayed in Menosa’s house for two nights.
In Agusan del Norte. Military ground operations
continue to terrorize communities. On August 28, 2018,
38 Higaonon families composed of 228 residents from
Sitio Bulak, Olave, Buenavista, Agusan del Norte
fled their community after 30 armed soldiers illegally
searched houses for alleged firearms and so-called
illegal documents. The military also accused villagers of
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being supporters of the NPA. The perpetrators planted
guns and bullets in at least two houses, taking photos
of the house owners with the fabricated evidence while
prohibiting the villagers from using mobile phones,
claiming that the latter were passing on information to
the NPA.
The 38 families sought refuge at the covered court of
the barangay center. They were also in dire need of food
and other essentials. Around 20 individuals were still
being held by the soldiers at Sitio Bulak. Among them was
Purok Chairman Sario Mandahinog whom the soldiers
forced to serve as a guide to “locate” the NPA. Said
village was a recipient of a joint project implemented
by the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines (RMP) Northern Mindanao Region, and Relief International,
with funding from the European Union. The project’s
title was “Promoting and Protecting Indigenous Human
Rights in the Philippines”. RMP was also among the
organizations red-tagged by the military.
The fear/paranoia of combat troops. From
Duterte down to his foot soldiers, they have this
narrow-minded view to be suspicious of and persecute
everyone in the villages as so-called NPA sympathizers.
In actuality, they are only local residents who are vocal
about their dissatisfaction with the government’s antipeople policies. Military operations continue to terrorize
residents; the presence of combat troops restricts the
residents’ mobility, and the latter are penalized when
they assert their basic civil and political rights. In
Mindanao where martial law is imposed, the Duterte
regime is insidiously conditioning the Filipino people to
believe that the government’s security forces are above
the citizens. This psychological conditioning can be used
to brainwash village people that it is normal and legal
for combat troops to be present in their communities.

Terrorized by the military, Lumad from Surigao
del Sur evacuate their communities.
(M Genotiva/Davao Today)
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PUTRID FISSURES IN THE ECONOMY:

Economic downturn,
“Economy in the doldrums”
“Now, the economy is in the doldrums,
actually [it is] now,”
–Duterte during his 3rd State of
the Nation Address
Apart from charting a docile foreign policy that
readily gives in to the demands of imperialist powers,
particularly the United States and now China, the
Duterte regime has furthermore muddled the economy.
With the passage of the Tax Reform for Acceleration and
Inclusion (TRAIN) Law in December 2017, Filipinos have
found themselves in a more dire situation. In 2018’s 3rd
quarter, the country has been plagued with accelerating
inflation. The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)
reported 5.7% inflation rate in July, 6.4% inflation rate in
August, and a 6.7% rate in September. This is more than
double the 2.6% inflation rate from the same period of
2017. The Filipino people, expectedly, have been bearing
the brunt of these increases, with economic managers
either downplaying this negative effect, or arrogantly
telling the poorer sectors to “bear with it.”Nothing
perhaps encapsulates the mismanagement and failure
of the government in administering the economy than
the rice crisis. In a largely agricultural country, Filipinos
were left to deal with the soaring prices of rice, while
the secretary of the Department of Agriculture (DA)
promoted the consumption of “bukbok” rice, or rice
infested with weevils and beetles. The DA’s Emmanuel
Piñol demonstrated in a viral video that eating “bukbok”
rice was safe, and was in fact an alternative that the
government was offering the Filipino people to withstand
the crisis. By the end of August and September 2018, the
cheapest kilo of well-milled rice was priced at PhP 43.50
in Ilocos and the most expensive at PhP 50.90 in the
Zamboanga Peninsula. In Davao and SoCKSarGenDS, the
price was at PhP 50.80 a kilo. For the regular-milled rice,
the lowest prices were in the Ilocos region at PhP 39.00
and the most expensive at PhP 48.20 in Western Visayas,
followed by PhP 47.50 in the Davao region.

According to estimates of think-tank IBON
Foundation, the poorest six deciles of Filipino families –
those with monthly incomes from PhP 7,724 to PhP 21,119
– suffered a maximum of PhP 3,781 in terms of income
losses this year due to rising inflation. Despite this,
wages remained stagnant as economic managers issued
grim projections for the private sector and the inflow
of foreign direct investment when wage increases were
floated as a possible solution. Meanwhile, one in four,
or 25% of the labor force are now either unemployed or
underemployed, according to conservative estimates
from IBON.
This situation is at the backdrop of prevailing
landlessness of peasants and farm workers in the
countryside, and the continuation of contractualization
schemes in companies. The Duterte government has
been a sell-out, ramifying neoliberal policies that
squeeze profits from the people while enriching the
privileged few. Deals done with the United States and
China, coupled with massive loans, will be shouldered
by the Filipino people in the years to come. Duterte is
a staunch vanguard of the neoliberal economy, even
going to certain lengths to maintain and aggravate the
country’s semi-feudal character.

Fuel prices had also gone up in several consecutive
weeks from August to September after oil cartels
announced hikes of around PhP 1.20 per liter of diesel,
PhP 0.95 per liter of gasoline and kerosene, bringing the
prices of diesel to a range of PhP 43.30 to 48.50 per liter,
prices of gasoline from PhP 51.00 to 62.83 per liter, and
kerosene from PhP 47.67 to 57.85 per liter. Expectedly,
the price hikes had a rapid domino effect on other basic
commodities, thus more severe impact on the poor.
Graphics by Ibon Foundation
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Breaking the Barrier,
Defending People’s Rights

Rights defenders, with relatives of victims of human rights violations, testified to the International People’s Tribunal and trooped to the International Criminal Court.

Duterte is keen on pointing out scapegoats to
shift the focus away from the political and economic
turmoil that his regime has “built, built, built” –
Duterte’s development mantra. He has sent his trusted
mouthpieces, sycophants exemplified by Mocha Uson,
to abracadabra these diversions. These diversionary
squid tactics cannot conceal the reality that is so stark
and so conspicuous.
Amid these trying and intensifying times of
Duterte’s painful rule, people continue to fight back;
people are eschewing the false news that he espouses,
and demanding truth.
Trade unions have built unities and work strikes
have been observed from different factories all over the
country to protest their exploitation and demand their
rights - from NutriAsia in Bulacan, to PLDT workers in
Metro Manila, to banana plantation workers of Sumifru
Philippines Corporation in Compostela Valley. All are
demanding an end to contractualization and for the
provision of living wages and other benefits.
Indigenous peoples are standing their ground
against the plunder and landgrabbing of their ancestral
land.
Muslim communities remain adamant in demanding accountability for the Marawi siege and the years of
discrimination, marginalization and repression.
Peasant communities are asserting their right
to land by waging collective land occupation and
cultivation all over the country.
Various sectors have seen how their situations
have gone from bad to worse, from worse to worst

throughout succeeding regimes, and the resolution to
their suffering is becoming more crystal: resistance.
Meanwhile, there are parallel efforts to expose the
Duterte regime’s sensation-seeking affront to people’s
rights. Accountability must be pursued from the Duterte
regime, both in national and international platforms.
The International People’s Tribunal (IPT), for
example, held at Brussels, Belgium on September 18 and
19, 2018, tried cases of civil, political, economic, social
and cultural rights violations committed by the Duterte
government along with the US-Trump government
and the imperialist global institutions WTO, IMF,
World Bank. The IPT yielded a GUILTY verdict. The
IPT decision and the documentation were submitted
to the International Criminal Court (ICC) and sent to
the European Parliament and the UN Commission on
Human Rights (UNHRC).
Apart from the IPT, other efforts of various
organizations to hold accountable and prosecute
ranking military officials of the past and present, remain
an unceasing endeavor.
On September 17, 2018, one of the most notorious
generals under the Arroyo regime, retired Army Major
General Jovito Palparan Jr., was convicted of kidnapping
and serious illegal detention of the disappeared
students from the University of the Philippines (UP),
Karen Empeno and Sherlyn Cadapan. The two still
remain missing since 2006. Notoriously known as “The
Butcher”, Palparan is now imprisoned at the New Bilibid
Prison. He is the highest military official convicted of
criminal charges in the local courts.
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The cracks on the walls of Duterte’s government are
widening, showing a reflection of a divided and unstable
government which mainly banked on populist rhetoric
anchored on false promises and on the people’s hope for
genuine change. Duterte is now confronted with a broad
opposition against tyranny and fascism – it is a growing
opposition from the general populace, from netizens,
from the city streets that is strengthened and sustained
by the people’s movement that remains unfazed by his
malicious attacks and his absurd conspiracies. It is the
movement that remains resistant against boxing people
into pre-made labels.
The noise from the infernal orchestra, however,
will come to an end. The curtains might close but the
show will not end, for the monsters who deviously
orchestrated the abuses and gross violations against
a once-hopeful audience will have to face the Filipino

people. Monsters like Duterte will attempt to hide in
the shadows of his fellow murderers, as is evident from
his protection and rehabilitation of the Marcoses and
Arroyo. After all, birds of the same feather flock together
– until the cat comes. It is the fragile partnership for
self-interests that is crumbly and treacherous to the
players, and in the end, the low-life Duterte will be left
isolated, alone.
The Filipino people still suffer from the same
fundamental problems, ever aggravated from
governments that come and go. Duterte will also come
and go; his glass house is crumbling with cracks that
he cannot repair. The monster will be barking with a
whimper any time soon, abandoned, while the people
become ever more united.
The people’s will will prevail.
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