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TWO YEARS OF DUTERTE:
SPITEFUL, VENGEFUL AND REACTIONARY

T

wo years of President Rodrigo Duterte’s spiteful, vengeful and now definitely reactionary rule
bring the regime nearer to collapse into itself through the sheer weight of its lies, killings,
impunity, misogyny, bad economics, tyranny, treachery, and utter contempt for human rights. The
people cannot wait long enough to throw the final brick that will bring down the autocrat.
Before and after winning the elections in 2016, President Duterte has promised many things: rid the country of
the scourge of illegal drugs, fight corruption in the government, pursue peace with the National Democratic Front
(NDF) and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), put an end to contractualization, adopt an independent foreign
policy, and bring prosperity to all.
Alas, it has not been so. The President has turned out to be an altogether different political animal – a vicious
and grotesque amalgamation of the tyrannical regimes of Marcos and Arroyo.
In addition, Duterte’s fetish to impose federalism and pave the way for a charter change is an old Marcos trick to
install himself and his military as dictators with full legislative, executive and judicial powers.
With these developments, a declaration of martial law for the whole country may not be far behind. The Duterte
regime has wasted no time in laying the foundation for a full-fledged dictatorship.

Eleanor de Guzman, daughter of detained peace consultant Rafael Baylosis and
wife of trade unionist Maoj Maga, as La Reina dela Justicia in the Protesta de Mayo
parade last May 28, 2018. (photo by Ron Lopez)
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On June 19, Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno
was permanently removed from her position in the
Supreme Court. Sereno was among the five SC justices
who opposed the martial law extension in Mindanao.
Duterte, through his underlings, succeeded in ousting
a top magistrate – bypassing rules set out by the
Constitution. The motive was clearly political, hidden
behind contorted justifications.
This underhanded move to gradually rid the
government of opposition was coupled with the
country’s plunge towards Duterte’s repressive, more
anti-people policies in full throttle. Among these was
the filing of a bill in Congress to amend the Human
Security Act of 2007, or better known as the AntiTerror Law, patterned after the much dreaded Patriot
Act of the United States. The proposed bill had more
repressive measures and was short on upholding basic
human rights. Some of the more blatant proposed
amendments included an over-encompassing definition
of terrorism, cruel and unjustified punishments,
and the expansion of police and military powers. A
National ID system had also been set to be imposed on
all Filipinos which could easily be abused for misguided
surveillance and big data harvesting for greedy profit
and more corruption.
Wannabe dictators like Rodrigo Duterte govern
through State terror and violence with impunity,
couched in populist language that mislead the public
and tweaks the guns of his armed forces and police
towards the people themselves. His government
dehumanizes the urban poor and workers by calling
them “drug addicts” and “lazy criminals”, by tagging
activists and political dissenters as “terrorists”, and
by branding any and all criticism to his anti-people
policies as forms of “destabilization”. This strongman
persona is the facade of a cowardly megalomaniac.
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DUTERTE: HIS EXPOSURE AS A
DEMAGOGUE

His drug war
Duterte’s first act of his brand of demagoguery was
the campaign against illegal drug users. He was surely
famously popular as a city mayor, but as a national
politician, he rode on a tunnel-minded perception to
launch a bloody drug war that ricocheted on him. The
Philippine National Police (PNP) itself reported some
23,000 killings; out of which only 2,649 were claimed
as casualties of police operations, using the infamous
“nanlaban” to elicit necessity for these questionable
deaths. Moreover, there were 10,594 number of cases of
unresolved crimes in the PNP’s accomplishment report.
A study from the “Drug Archive” released last June
25, 2018 for the second year of Duterte’s presidency,
reported that 4,279 suspects were killed in anti-illegal
drugs operation while 143,335 others had been arrested
from July 1, 2016 to May 15, 2018.
As if Duterte’s drug war was not enough to fill city
jails to the brink, nearly 50,000 people were rounded up
in the “anti-tambay” sweep by the police. And as what
happens during a massive police operation, one death
was one too many: 22-year-old Quezon City resident
Genesis “Tisoy” Argoncillo was picked up by the
police near his home and died under police custody, a
victim of police over-enthusiasm, literally an overkill.
The victims of the drug war were mostly poor
people from the slums who were killed in questionable
circumstances. To make matters worse, the culture
of impunity continued to permeate the drug war
operations. Policemen who were implicated in the
killings were reassigned to other places or promoted
after a show of being prosecuted. Meanwhile, bigtime
drug lords reportedly close to Duterte remained scotfree and the drug problem is nowhere near resolved.
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His Misogyny
In two years, Duterte made a spectacle of himself
with his show of misogyny, bragging of his conquests,
making rape jokes, asking soldiers to shoot women
members of the New People’s Army in the vagina, and
in other occasions, belittling women, ogling at his new
woman cabinet member, and obscenely kissing an OFW
in Korea. In its wake, women from different sectors
responded through the social media campaign “Babae
Ako” which was featured in Time Magazine’s “Most
Influential” list.
Duterte, a demagogue with a macho-fascist ego, is
desperate for adulation by way of disrespecting others,
hoping his crass language and offensive remarks will
earn him the applause of constituents.

His Unprotective Foreign Policy for Filipino
Citizens in the US
Duterte could not live down how he stated with
all the bravado he could muster that the country must
have an independent foreign policy, only to instantly
toady up to the US. His Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) ignored the call to file a diplomatic protest on
the psychological and physical torture undergone by
Jerome Succor Aba, 25, a Moro human rights activist,
at the hands of the US Department of Homeland
Security, US Customs, and Border Patrol.
Despite pronouncements by the DFA that the
country should exercise its rights as a sovereign
nation, all this remain lip service, as exemplified
by Aba’s ordeal. For 28 hours from April 17 to 19,
2018, Aba suffered torture at the hands of US agents,
when he arrived at the San Francisco International
Airport in the US for a speaking tour organized by
the Human Rights Office of the Global Ministries of
the United Methodist Church and the US chapter of
the International Coalition on Human Rights in the
Philippines (ICHRP). He was forced to strip naked while
being interrogated; was kept handcuffed; denied food,
water, and contact with his lawyers waiting outside the
airport.
To add to his harrowing experience, Aba relayed
that a gun and a grenade was intentionally placed
in a room, on two different occasions while he was
under custody, which was either an excuse to bodily
harm him or to further their accusations. He was also
threatened every time he went to the comfort room,
with officials telling him to come out fast or he would

Sr. Patricia Fox and Jerome Succor Aba. (Bulatlat)

be shot. Indeed, a Filipino citizen was arbitrarily treated
with intentional cruelty by another government, and
the Philippine government knowingly kept mum about
this abuse.
Truly, nothing has changed in the master-puppet
relations between the US and the Philippines. The
Duterte’s strongman stance is exposed as adolescent
posturing in front of its US masters -- all the unequal
and subservient treaties and agreements with the US
remain intact under the Duterte government.

His Foul Cursing of Church Missionaries
Following the killings of Fr. Marcelito Paez in
Nueva Ecija on December 4, 2017 and Fr. Mark Ventura
in Cagayan on April 29, 2018 another priest from the
Diocese of Cabanatuan was shot dead on June 10 while
getting ready to start mass. Fr. Richmond Nilo, 40, was
the third priest to be killed under Duterte. Apart from
priest-killings, other church workers were, and still are,
subjected to harassment, illegal arrests and detention,
among other forms of rights violations.
The church sector continues to be at odds with a
vengeful Duterte government. Foreign missionaries are
now being systematically targeted as their solidarity
with various marginalized sectors remains strong and
their voices among those being heard in exposing the
real situation on the ground.
On April 16, 2018, uniformed personnel of the
Bureau of Immigration (BI) arbitrarily arrested
Australian missionary Sr. Patricia Fox, 71.
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Missionaries (from left) Tawanda Chandiwana, Miracle Osman and Adam Shaw, also persecuted by the Duterte government.

Sr. Pat, as she is fondly called by her church
colleagues, has been doing missionary work among the
poor in the Philippines since 1990. She was investigated
for allegedly joining “political activities”, an act
prohibited under the repressive BI Operations Order
SBM-2015-025 signed during the BS Aquino regime.
Sr. Pat was released after being held for a day at the BI
office, but threats of a deportation order continue to
loom.
It was later revealed that Sr. Pat became a target
after she joined an International Fact-Finding Mission
in Mindanao led by the Kilusang Magbubukid ng
Pilipinas on April 6-9, 2018. The mission had probed
rights violations under Duterte’s martial law. The roller
coaster ride that Sr. Pat was subjected to all boils down
to her courage to stand with the poor.
On June 26, 2018, the General Board of Global
Ministries, the worldwide mission agency of The
United Methodist Church, launched a campaign for
the immediate release of Tawanda Chandiwana, a
citizen of Zimbabwe, who was arrested and detained on
May 9 in Davao City, and transferred to the Bureau of
Immigration Warden Facility, Bicutan detention center,
Taguig City, Manila on June 4. Chandiwana was initially
charged with overstaying his missionary visa, although
he was attempting to change his status to a tourist visa
to cover the few weeks of the end of his mission service
so as not to overstay his residency in the country. The
charges against him were expanded when his name
was found on an alleged “watchlist” of some so-called
subversives.
Two other missionaries, Miracle Osman, a citizen
of Malawi, and Adam Shaw, a citizen of the United
States, also experienced persecution. Government
officials confiscated Osman’s passport while she was

applying to renew her missionary visa. Shaw, on the
other hand, was informed that an order for him to leave
was imminent. The three were assigned to ministries
in Davao City. They participated in an international
fact-finding mission on reported rights violations
against peasants and indigenous peoples in the region
in February 2018, and which earned them the ire of
the government. Thereafter, they were put under
surveillance.
The persecution against Fox, Osman, Shaw, and
Chandiwana betray the Duterte regime’s paranoia
that its rights violations be unearthed and exposed
by missionaries. The Duterte government reacts
with a lack of understanding and respect for the
humanitarianism and solidarity of foreigners who work
with Filipino communities in faith. Duterte through the
BI and DOJ moved to silence these religious.
Muddling his rhetoric, Duterte is loud and boorish
when he gets to please his own Catholic-dominated
constituency with his appeals to God, then he turns
around cursing God to please those weary of the
church. For this double-speak, Duterte ends up
sounding like a bumbling idiot. He antagonizes the
Christianized population by calling God “stupid”, even
as he takes a step back after the backlash of criticism.
What remains clear is Duterte’s contempt for anyone
from the religious sector who is critical of his rule.

His Duplicitous and Unprincipled Stance
vis-a-vis Peace Talks with the NDFP
In two years, Duterte called off the peace talks four
times. In December 2017, he issued Proclamation 360
to terminate the peace negotiations and followed this
up with Proclamation 374 designating the Communist

Party of the Philippines (CPP) and the New People’s
Army (NPA) as terrorist organizations. Worse, Duterte’s
DOJ filed a petition to proscribe the CPP and NPA as
terrorist organizations, and appended a list of more
than 600 individuals thereby tagging them as terrorists
too. Before this, he reneged on his promise to give
amnesty to and release all political prisoners even
before the start of the peace talks.
Citing incoherent reasons for the June 2018
cancellation, Duterte demonstrated his being
duplicitous and unprincipled all along. He showed his
non-interest in the negotiating process and dismissed
the importance of the near-achievement of the most
substantive document – the Comprehensive Agreement
on Social and Economic Reforms (CASER). He made
the excuse of wanting to hold “consultations” with
the people first, a move that surprised even his own
negotiating panel.
Duterte’s obsession with a full ceasefire on the
part of the NDFP is indicative that his version of peace
is only in terms of the military component, not in
resolving the root cause of the armed conflict. With the
peace negotiations out of the way, Duterte and the AFP/
PNP are now unrestricted in any way to carry out their
long-sought, delusional plan: finishing off the NPA
in 2018. Duterte’s hubris is that he believes he can do
what the dictator Marcos failed to do, and like Marcos,
Duterte will not succeed due to his small-mindedness
that a militarist solution is what will make him win.

DUTERTE’S HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD:
EXPLOITING AN ENTIRE
SPECTRUM OF VIOLATIONS
Furiously implementing government’s counterinsurgency program Oplan Kapayapaan, Duterte had,
in two years, chalked up his incriminating record as
a top notch human rights violator. With additional
funding from the US government to the amount of
$45M in foreign military financing, including $2M for
military training and education, Oplan Kapayapaan left
a bloody trail in its wake.
After the siege of Marawi City, Duterte used his
most potent weapon in his arsenal when he declared
Martial law in the whole of Mindanao. While the
Duterte regime would still have to account for the
number of lives lost in the destruction of Marawi, he
eventually declared martial law in the whole southern
island. This was the signal fire for unaccountable,
unbridled rights violations in the region.

The AFP, its paramilitary adjuncts, and the PNP
once again trained its guns on the Lumad and peasants,
red-tagging leaders, assassinating peasant leaders
and Lumad elders, worsening the situation of already
militarized villages using their so-called peace and
development teams (PDTs), encamping in barangay
centers and schools that led to tens of thousands of
villagers to evacuate to safer places, and even forcing
many to pose as surrenderees.
In the last two years, a total of 169 extrajudicial
political killings took place, roughly 2 EJKs per week
while the attempted EJKs figure is 362: 107 EJKs
happened in Mindanao, with 47 EJKs in Southern
Mindanao alone. It must be pointed out that among
victims of EJKs, peasants affiliated with Kilusang
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) took the highest
toll. Visayas reported the next highest toll of EJKs,
numbering 20 - mostly peasants from the National
Federation of Sugar Workers (NFSW).
It has been observed even by the police that there
is a dangerous formula in these killings - a pattern
that takes after the modus operandi widely used by
the bloody, murderous regime of Gloria MacapagalArroyo. The use of motorcycle-riding gunmen as
perpetrators to conceal the identity of the killers is a
standard maneuver in the whole picture. If it started
way back in 2014 in an attempt to hide the methodical
nature of the killings in a concerted effort to pass off
the attacks as isolated cases of common crimes, the
pattern is now clear, the number, frequency and nature
of the killings prove otherwise. Of the 169
victims of extrajudicial killings, 53 were
killed by motorcycle-riding gunmen;
all 53 were members of local peasant
organizations from grassroots
communities. Furthermore, 16 of the
53 killings happened in Compostela
Valley, an area where peasant and
indigenous struggles for land
rights remain strong.
Oplan Kapayapaan
moves surreptitiously,
trying to remove
accountability by
presenting masked faces
instead of state forces as
perpetrators. However,
this killing blueprint is
exposed as a planned
action, including the

Gabriela Partylist congress representative Arlene Brosas show her support to the farmers.
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vilification, threat and harassment experienced by the
victims prior to the killings. Those targeted are local
leaders, human rights advocates, or government critics,
and in no aspect, would their struggle merit their being
killed. It is state terrorism -- there is no other phrase
to encapsulate this widespread cover-up of escalating
cruelty and human rights violations.
Oplan Kapayapaan also did not digress from its
role of protecting the interests of the local and foreign
investors in the “Build,Build,Build!” program of the
Duterte regime. Its total war against peasants and
the Lumad is for the interest of protecting the biggest
haciendas, plantations and mining corporations
like Lapanday Foods Corporation, Sumitomo Fruits
Corporation, palm oil plantations, and projects such
as coal plants for the likes of Benguet Corporation,
Abacus Coal Exploration and Coal Development Corp.,
Great Wall Mining and Power Corp., ASK Mining and
Exploration Corp., and CoalBlack Mining Corporation.
Just because he is from Mindanao, Duterte may
think he is entitled to target Lumad ancestral lands,
even boasting that he will personally find investors
to develop them. Duterte has threatened to bomb
Lumad schools like the Center for Lumad Advocacy,
Networking and Services, Inc. (CLANS) operating in
various areas in Socksargends, Alternative Learning
Center for Agricultural and Livelihood Development,
Inc. (ALCADEV) and the Tribal Filipino Program of
Surigao del Sur (TRIFPSS), which have the distinction
of providing education to Lumad children according
to their tradition and needs. These schools include in
their curriculum the context of the indigenous people’s
struggle for self-determination and defense of their
ancestral domain. To date, school administrators,
teachers and students have been victims and targets of
assassinations and trumped-up charges, militarization
of their communities and forcible displacement.
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In Duterte’s two years, almost half a million
(436,517) individuals had evacuated from their villages
after soldiers encamped on their public spaces, held
public meetings where they accused leaders and
members of organized peasant groups and the Lumad
of being members of the NPA, and thence, heaped
abuses on the population.
Also telling is the sheer frequency of arrests with
detention which number to 359 and 1,695 arbitrary
arrests – averaging 16 arrests per week or two arrests
per day! Those they cannot kill, the Duterte regime
arrests, plants evidence on their persons, and charges
them with non-bailable crimes. By June 30, 2018,
political detainees number 509, with 179 arrested
under Duterte’s term. Of these figures, 6 are NDFP
consultants, and 5 are minors.
Duterte has come into his own as a fascist dictator
wannabe, propped up by the likes of Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana and National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon. The AFP has shed all pretenses

Violations of Civil & Political Rights
under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
(July 2016 to June 2018)
Violation

Number of victims

Extrajudicial Killing

169

Frustrated Extrajudicial Killing

362

Enforced Disappearance
Torture
Illegal Arrest without Detention

5
94
1,695

Illegal Arrest and Detention

359

Illegal Search and Seizure

249

Physical Assault and Injury

213

Demolition
Violation of Domicile

6,114
503

Destruction of Property

5,134

Divestment of Property

793

Forced Evacuation
Threat/Harassment/Intimidation
Indiscriminate Firing
Bombing
Forced/Fake Surrender
Forced Labor/Involuntary Servitude
Use of Civilians in Police and/or Military Operations
as Guides and/or Shield
Use of Schools, Medical, Religious and
Other Public Places for Military Purpose
Restriction or Violent Dispersal of Mass Actions,
Public Assemblies and Gatherings

Solidarity action of Filipinos in Hong Kong. (HKCAHRPP)

TABLE 1

in issues like the peace talks and has worked tirelessly
to manufacture success in its counterinsurgency
campaign that is smeared in abuses, threats, and
coercion. Whilst not being able to add some credibility
in its press releases to their claim that thousands of
NPA members have already surrendered, the AFP
continuously peddles lies and insists on victories that
are in their dreams only.
In its two years, the Duterte regime has unleashed a
full spectrum of rights violations against the Filipino
people.

Close Up to the 2nd Quarter of 2018
Political Killings
From April to June 2018, Karapatan documented the
following rights violations. There were 12 incidents of
EJKs with 24 victims, mostly of peasants affiliated with
the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP).
Victim Jhun Mark Acto was only 15 years old. He
was from Sitio Tombo, Brgy. Old Bulatukan, Makilala,
North Cotabato. To prepare for the school opening in
June, he asked his mother to allow him to work in a
coconut field to make copra to sell. Last April 21, 2018
while working with his two companions, Larry and
Jhayson, in a farm in Sitio Bayungon, Brgy. Astorga, Sta.
Cruz, Davao del Sur, they heard a burst of gunfire.
In the ensuing confusion, Larry and Jhayson
discovered that Jhun was hit; the two left Jhun to
ask help from barangay officials. But they were not
allowed to go back where Jhun was, as soldiers were still
operating in the area. It was only the next day that they
recovered the body of Jhun; the soldiers had clad him in
a black shirt with “New People’s Army” printed in the
back. An M16 rifle and an improvised explosive device
(IED) were also found near Jhun’s body. The entire
incident triggered the evacuation of 67 families of
around 402 individuals to the Brgy. Astorga gymnasium
for their safety.

On April 28, 2018, Jerry Turga, 56, married, and
the Vice Chairperson of Brgy. Guinpanaan Farmers
Association - Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (GFAKMP) was shot to death by four assailants on board two
motorcycles in Sto. Barrio Daan, Moises Padilla, Negros
Occidental.
Alongside the military’s red-tagging of democratic
organizations is their targeting of their members.
Ariel Maquiran, 33, was a Bayan Muna member and
resident of Brgy. Maduaw, Panabo City, Davao del Norte.
He worked in Continental Farm, a banana plantation.
Maquiran was shot several times by two armed men
aboard a motorcycle while he was on his way home
after his morning shift on May 17, 2018. Perpetrators
were believed to be agents under the 16th Infantry
Battalion – Philippine Army (IBPA).
The victim was riding a motorcycle and accelerated
his speed when he noticed another motorcycle tailing
him. He fell from his motorcycle after being shot when
he reached an intersection in Brgy. Little Panay. The
assailants then shot him again. Maquiran sustained
nine gunshot wounds. Previously, he was summoned
by the 16th IBPA for an investigation on the Lapanday
incident in 2017. He had also reported incidents of being
followed prior to his killing.
The flagrant targeting of organized farmers had
gotten worse under Duterte’s Oplan Kapayapaan.
Motorcycle-riding gunmen suspected to be agents
of the 60th IBPA killed another member of a peasant
organization, Carlito Bacudan Sawad, 54, on May
23, 2018 in Brgy. Aguinaldo, Laak, Compostela Valley.
He was at home with his 2-year-old grandson when
the perpetrators arrived and shot him. Sawad was
killed, his grandson wounded after a bullet grazed his
head. His son-in-law, Joven Carmilotes Corbo, 42, was
also shot in the knee.
Sawad is a Dibabawon farmer and a member
of Nagkahiusang Mag-uuma ug Lumad sa Veruela
(NAMALUVER). He was once elected as first councilor in

436,517
67,372
6,792
360,501
1,607
25
116
42,127
1,973
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One child killed, another orphaned. Jhun Mark Acto (L) was killed and paraded as NPA member. “Nene” (R) looks on at her mother, Beverly Geronimo’s wake.
Geronimo was killed while she and her daughter were on their way to town to buy school supplies.
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their village. The victim had also earlier been warned
that he was among those suspected as an “NPA
supporter,” and was forced to “surrender” by their
village chief.
Perpetrators of EJKs also preyed on elderly women.
On May 27, 2018, Carolina Lana, 62, former leader
of the Samahan ng mga Magbubukid na Kababaihan
sa Aurora, was gunned down by two men onboard a
motorcycle in Brgy. Dianawan, Maria Aurora, Aurora
Province.
Perpetrators do not concern themselves with what
they dismiss as “collateral damage” in their operations.
On May 26, 2018, Beverly Geronimo, 27, was shot
dead while riding on a “skylab” by three armed riders
who chased her and her children. Geronimo’s body
sustained seven gunshot wounds, including one to the
head. Her daughter, Nene, was hit on her left shoulder.
Her cousin, Lucy was unharmed after she jumped off of
the “skylab”.
Geronimo was a Manobo farmer, a resident of
Cogonon, Trento, Agusan del Sur, a member of Tabing
Guangan Farmers Association (TAGUAFA), and president
of the Parents Teachers Community Association (PTCA)
of the Mindanao Interfaith Services Foundation Inc.
(MISFI) Academy. She was active in the campaign
opposing mining companies that were destroying the
crops and farmlands of communities in Caraga.

TABLE 2

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced
Disappearance under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
By Sector (July 2016 to June 2018)
Sector
Church
Entrepreneur
Environmentalist

Extrajudicial
Killing
5
1
12

Fisherfolk

2

Government Employee

9

Indigenous People
Minor

Enforced
Disappearance

42

2

6

1

Peasant

142

2

Teacher

1

Human Rights worker

5

Worker

8

Youth and Student

5

Cultural Worker

1

Moro
Transport

22
2

1

Before the shooting, Geronimo had been a target
of military harassment for the past nine years. She
was threatened that she could become a victim of
“Tokhang” if she did not stop her activities. In March
2018, teachers, volunteers and members of the TAGUAFA
were tagged by soldiers as members of the New People’s
Army. Geronimo, together with members of TAGUAFA,
denied the accusation.
On June 6, 2018, Lando Perdicos, 45, was shot dead
in Barangay Cabuyo-an Mabini, Compostela Valley.
Lando was an active member of Hugpong sa mga Maguuma sa Mabini (HUMABIN), an affiliate organization of
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas- Southern Mindanao
Region (KMP-SMR). He joined several protest rallies
against intensifying militarization in various peasant
and Lumad communities in the Davao region. He
supported the Madaum Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries
from the start of their fight until they reclaimed their
land from Lapanday Corporation.
On June 10, 2018, at about 5:20 p.m., Nestor Dagatan
Sacote, 29, died after suffering from multiple gunshot
wounds. Sacote was a Mandaya farmer and resident of
Purok San Vicente, Brgy. Lambajon in Baganga town,
Davao Oriental. He was a member of Alyansa sa mga
Mag-uuma sa Sidlakang Davao (ALMASID), an affiliate
of KMP.
While Sacote was heading home that day, two
gunmen riding a motorcycle followed and shot Sacote
dead. Sacote was a staunch rights activist for Lumad
and peasant villages in the province.
A Higaonon Lumad farmer, Jose Unahan, was
shot dead on June 6, 2018 at around 8:00 p.m. in Sitio
Tagbakon, Brgy. Culit, Nasipit, Agusan del Norte.
Unahan was an active member of Unyon sa Mag-uuma
sa Agusan del Norte (UMAN), the provincial formation
of KMP. He had been involved in his tribe’s defense of
their ancestral domain against large-scale mining and
other extractive industries.
Still another farmer, Arnel Penaso, 48, an active
member of San Antonio Maparat Farmers Association
(SAMFA) was shot dead last June 21, 2018. Arnel was at
home in Purok 2, Brgy. Poblacion, Compostela, when an
unidentified assailant onboard a motorcyle suddenly
shot him multiple times resulting to his death. His kin
recalled that in May this year, he was summoned by
the 25th IBPA based in Monkayo, Compostela Valley.
Penaso’s family was one of those affected during the
super-typhoon Pablo. He had been at the forefront
of their long-standing struggle demanding housing
assistance for those displaced by Typhoon Pablo.

In Negros Occidental, Julius Broce Barellano,
Chairperson of Hacienda Medina Farm Workers
Association - NFSW in San Carlos City was shot by
unidentified assailants around 8:30 a.m. last June 27,
2018. Julius was about to enter their house when an
assailant riding in a motorcycle shot him in the head
and chest. Julius was rushed to the San Carlos City
Hospital but he did not survive.
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Massacres
Massacres have become normal occurences in the
military’s combat operations under Oplan Kapayapaan.
The government soldiers take it out on civilians in
retaliation for their losses in their war against the New
People’s Army. For the past two years of Duterte’s reign,
Bicol may be designated as Duterte’s massacre capital
of the Philippines, given that out of 10 massacres since
Duterte’s government came to power, four of these
happened in Bicol – in Masbate, Sorsogon, and two in
Camarines Sur. The blanket killings of civilians are
often denied with the twisted justification that they
are NPA members. They are often combined with other
violations such as illegal arrests, illegal search and
seizure, torture, and forced evacuations.

Payak Massacre

Julius Barellano was also a former reporter of a local radio station.

TABLE 3

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced
Disappearance under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
(July 2016 to July 2018)

Extrajudicial
Killing

Region

Enforced
Disappearance

Ilocos

4

-

Cordillera Administrative Region

1

-

Cagayan Valley

3

-

Central Luzon

8

-

National Capital Region

-

-

Southern Tagalog

6

-

20

-

Western Visayas

9

-

Central Visayas

11

-

Bicol

-

-

Northern Mindanao

Eastern Visayas

11

-

Caraga

14

SoCSKSargen

23

4

Western Mindanao

-

-

Southern Mindanao

47

-

12
169

1
5

Women

26

1

Rights defenders

109

4

ARMM
TOTAL

Residents of Sona 6, Brgy. Payak, Bato, Camarines
Sur were rattled in the morning of April 10, 2018 when
two gunshots followed by an explosion rang in the
air. The sound of gunfire and explosions lasted for 30
minutes. After the bursts of gunfire subsided, soldiers
from the 83rd IBPA zoned the community, looking for
NPA fighters. According to the military, an encounter
ensued in the uphill area near the community.
Residents reported that 30 soldiers were in the
mountainous areas while the rest were on a manhunt
for suspected NPA fighters.
It was around 8 a.m. when Brgy. Captain, Virginia
Saylago along with other local officials, arrived in the
area and found out that three of their co-villagers
were shot. Father and son, Orlando San Jose, 47, and
Ananias San Jose, 25, were killed while in their house.
An hour later, residents found out that Noli Colico, 26,
also a resident of the community, was also killed. They
saw his body being loaded on a military truck. The
villagers insisted that the three were civilians. This was
later confirmed by the military.
The Payak massacre also resulted in the illegal
arrest and detention of 5 other residents, including one
minor: Arturo Sesno, 51, Joel Esplana, 47, Shammel
Guanzon, 23, Angelo San Jose, 19, and Jameson Enrico,
17. They were suspected of being NPA members and
were charged with rebellion at the Regional Trial Court
(RTC) Branch 35 in Iriga. Sesno was out feeding his
carabao when a supposed encounter ensued. He ended
up with a gunshot wound in his left thigh. He was taken
to the 9th Infantry Division Hospital in Pili. Meanwhile,
Shammel was brought to the 83rd IBPA headquarters in
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Mabalod-balod, Tigaon. The other three were taken to
the Iriga District Jail. They were eventually transferred
to the Tinangis Penal Farm in Pili.

Patalunan Massacre
On May 13, an encounter between the 96th IBPA
and the NPA happened in Brgy. Patalunan, Ragay,
Camarines Sur where two soldiers were reportedly
killed.
On the same day, Roberto Ramos, 30, Ronnel
Nares, 25, and Antonio Bonagua, 19, all of them copra
workers were reported missing by their families. From
May 14 to May 17, the families accompanied by village
officials and members of Karapatan-Bikol, looked for
their missing kin in army camps in Ragay and nearby
Lupi, but the military denied they were holding the
three missing farmers.
It was only last June 22 that a farmer reported
seeing freshly dug graves in his farm. The bodies of the
three missing copra farmers were found. According to
the preliminary autopsy, Ronnel’s penis was cut off,
while Antonio had a crack in his skull and a half-foot
laceration in his shoulder.
The soldiers continued to hold camp in Brgy.
Patalunan, occupying the chapel and the barangay hall.

MILF Massacre
The MILF Massacre occurred on May 25, 2018 at the
house of 105th Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF)
Deputy Base Commander Dadting Kassan, located
in sitio Biao, Brgy. Kibala, Matalam, Maguindanao.
Kassan, together with his two sons, Mohamiddin, 25,
and Moner, 16, were killed by combined forces of the
Matalam Police Force and the SWAT with the support of
the 7th IBPA. Police Chief of Matalam, Sunny Leoncito,
claimed that he and his men have a search warrant
issued by RTC Branch 16 to search the house of Dadting
Kassan. When approaching Kassan’s house, Chief
Leoncito alleged that Kassan shot him and his men,
which resulted in a “heavy encounter” that lasted for
one hour. Yet, on further inspection of Kassan’s house,
there were no marks of any gunshot holes, suggesting
that there was never any exchange of gunfire. The
police did not cordon off the house to protect the
evidence, and it was cleaned of bloodstains.
Kassan’s wife, Kulaba Adan Kassan, and her sister,
Intan Aban, were detained at the police precinct located
in the municipal hall of Matalam. Kubulaba Adan.
Kassan recalled that the police forcibly entered their
house, took her husband and sons to another place

April to June 2018

and shot them. The family insisted that there was no
encounter. Kulaba Adan Kassan and Intan were charged
with dealing in drugs and illegal possession of firearms,
which the police claimed they recovered during their
forcible entry into the house.
.

TABLE 4

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced
Disappearance under the Rodrigo Duterte Government
By Affiliation (July 2016 to June 2018)
Affiliation
Anakpawis
KMP

Extrajudicial
Killing

Enforced
Disappearance

3

-

54

-

PAMALAKAYA

1

-

Bayan

1

-

Bayan Muna

4

-

CPA

1

-

GABRIELA

1

-

Katribu

1

-

PASAKA

12

-

KASALO

3

-

KALUMBAY

1

-

KALUHHAMIN

8

-

BALATIK

1

-

Karapatan

2

-

PCPR

1

-

RMP

1

-

NDFP

-

1

Others

17

3

Illegal Arrests and Detention
Emboldened by their ranting Commander-in-Chief
and by the imposition of martial law in Mindanao,
soldiers arbitrarily pick up civilians they meet along
the way during their military operations, and then
arrest them by accusing them of being members of the
NPA.
The situation has not changed. For decades, those
arbitrarily arrested come from peasant and indigenous
communities. Duterte and his security sector continue
to be wary of the resistance of these sectors - an
inevitable and necessary resistance for they are the
most affected by government’s anti-people policies.
These acts also show the cowardice on the part of
Duterte’s soldiers, betraying their deep fear of the
people knowing their presence is unwanted in people’s
communities.
Meanwhile, in instilling an atmosphere of terror,
the Duterte regime uses legal offensive by manipulating

the law to silence and repress critics through the
Inter-Agency Committee on Legal Action (IACLA). It is
manned by the PNP and AFP.
On April 14, 2018, Susan Goaynon, married and
four months pregnant, was on her way for her pre-natal
check-up when she heard gunshots in Brgy. Kalabugao,
Impasug-ong, Bukidnon. She hid herself among the
bushes for safety. Minutes later, members of the 8th
IBPA found her and immediately seized her and accused
her of being a member of the NPA. Despite her delicate
condition, Susan was taken to Camp Evangelista, Brgy.
Patag, Cagayan de Oro where she was held without
charges for one week. She was only released on April 30
without any clear indication if the military did indeed
file a case against her.
Two farmers, Clarito Suarez, 70, and Ricmic Budta,
17, were residents of Purok 5, Brgy. Salvacion, Trento,
Agusan del Sur. On May 9, 2018, Suarez and Budta
were approached by unidentified soldiers of the 25th
IBPA while working on their farm. The soldiers were
conducting military operations against the NPA and
they chanced upon the two farmers. Suarez and Budta
were immediately arrested and brought to the military
headquarters in Monkayo, Compostela Valley.
On May 14, 2018, two Dumagat farmers, Rockey
Torres, 27, and Dandoy Avillaneda, 44, were on their
way to a sari-sari store when they encountered 15
soldiers from the 80th IBPA based in Brgy. Umiray in
General Nakar, Quezon Province. The soldiers were
in hot pursuit of the NPA after an hour-long gunfight
where one soldier was killed. Torre and Avillaneda
were detained and physically manhandled with kicks
on their bodies. They were forced to admit that they
were members of the NPA and were the ones who killed
the soldier. A video taken by a witness of the incident
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showed Torres and Avillaneda’s left arms and legs tied
to each other and both were also tied to the body of
the dead soldier. The two spent the night at a school
nearby and were transported via helicopter the next
day, blindfolded and still tied to the dead soldier. They
are now detained at the Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group (CIDG) – Southern Luzon Command
(SOLCOM) in Lucena and are charged with murder and
illegal possession of firearm and explosives.
Political activists also have become targets of
arrests as “high-ranking Communist Party officials”.
This modus operandi against legitimate members of
legal progressive groups benefit the military two ways –
red tagging the legal organizations which makes these
organizations vulnerable to militarist prejudice, and
collecting rewards for the arrests of what the military
call “high-ranking CPP leaders”.
Nerita Calamba de Castro is a small-business
owner, a resident of Emenville Subdivision, Brgy.
Ambago, Butuan City, Agusan del Norte, and a member
of Gabriela in Butuan City.
On May 31, 2018, de Castro was at home when
the CIDG of Davao and Caraga, and the Army’s 402nd
Infantry Brigade arrived and illegally arrested her.
De Castro was brought to the CIDG in Davao City, and
she was denied the right to call her family and lawyer
to inform them of her arrest and health condition.
Under custody, she experienced constant interrogation
from CIDG personnel, officials from the Office of the
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP),
officials from the Presidential Management Staff, and
members of the Philippine National Police in Caraga.
The military and police released a statement
alleging that de Castro is a high-ranking finance officer
of the NPA Komisyon sa Mindanao and the secretary

Persecution of activists: Mugshot of Nerita de Castro. Ma. Theresa Cabales (right photo, in CIDG shirt) being presented to the media by PNP Chief
Superindentend John Bulalacao (Photo by Jennifer Rendon, The Daily Guardian )
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of the Regional White Area
Committee of the North
Eastern Mindanao Region.
De Castro denied all the
allegations and insisted that
she was actually a smallbusiness owner in Butuan
City. After twenty-four hours
of detention, de Castro was
informed of the trumpedup charges of murder and
frustrated murder filed
against her in a court in
Lianga, Surigao del Sur. De
Juanito Carabeo (L) was paralyzed when he was arrested, while Pedro Lumantas (R) was taken into police custody while
confined in a hospital. (PDI)
Castro is still detained at the
CIDG in Davao City.
Political Prisoners
In Panay Island, Ma.
TABLE 5
as of June 30, 2018
Theresa Cabales, 61 years old, a
Total number of
NDFP
Arrested under
staff member and organizer of the
Region of Dention
Women
Political Prisoners
Consultants
Duterte
Alliance of Concerned Teachers
Cordillera Administrative Region
8
1
0
4
(ACT) in Iloilo, was arrested on June
Cagayan Valley
21
0
0
14
8, 2018 by two women operatives
Central Luzon
7
0
1
2
of the CIDG while on her way to
National Capital Region
91
9
4
11
work. Cabales was shown a warrant
Southern Tagalog
39
3
0
22
for rebellion signed by a certain
Bicol
38
1
0
5
Judge Tonogbanua of RTC Branch
Western Visayas
14
2
0
9
Central Visayas
9
0
0
4
21, Mambusao, Capiz, for having
Eastern Visayas
32
6
0
5
allegedly participated in an NPA
Northern Mindanao
30
3
1
13
ambush in Tapaz, Capiz sometime
Caraga
62
4
0
34
in 2017. A bail of 40,000 pesos was
Socsksargen
33
2
0
17
recommended. Her colleagues at
Western Mindanao
12
4
0
5
ACT and other members of people’s
Southern Mindanao
113
11
0
34
organizations, plus her lawyer,
509
46
6
179
TOTAL
worked for her release on bail.
Rights defenders who have
On June 16, 218, joint operatives from the 47th
been forced to discontinue their
IBPA
and Bohol PNP arrested Pedro Lumantas, 54, a
work due to old age and ailments are not exempt from
resident
of Brgy. Magsaysay, Sevilla town, Bohol, and
the viciousness of the Duterte regime. 62-year-old
a member of the Hugpong sa Mag-uumang Bol-anonJuanito Carabeo was arrested while at his sister’s home
KMP (HUMABOL). A day before his arrest, on June 15,
in San Juan, Samal, Bataan. He was an organizer in
Lumantas was shot by armed men in his residence and
Bataan before he suffered a stroke that paralyzed half
was brought to the Ramiro Hospital in Tagbilaran City
his body. On June 13, 2018, the Samal police arrested
for treatment. While still confined in the hospital, he
Carabeo on the basis of trumped-up charges of arson,
was arrested the next day for multiple murder charges,
murder, and rebellion issued by the RTC Branch 2 in
certainly trumped-up, issued by Judge Suceso Arcamo
Balanga City. The police had to carry the paralyzed
of the RTC Branch 47, Tagbilaran City. Operatives
Carabeo to their vehicle and brought him to the
alleged that he was the Deputy Secretary of the Bohol
Balanga Provincial Jail.
Party Committee of the CPP. Lumantas is now detained
The cruelty of this regime is at an unprecedented
at the Bohol Provincial Jail. He was a former political
level. Not only are they arresting elderly, ailing
prisoner who was arrested in 2008 and was on parole in
individuals, but also those who are recovering in a
2016 before his re-arrest.
hospital due to attempted EJK.

April to June 2018

Taking on from Macapagal-Arroyo’s IALAG,
Duterte’s IACLA has systematized the government’s
legal offensive, employing the courts and subverting
the law to become instruments for repression. The
rights situation is becoming more severe and ghastlier
as the legal system is now being used at the Duterte
regime’s convenience to criminalize any opposition and
conversely, protect the regime’s corrupt allies.

Forced Evacuations
After Marawi, bombing was continued in different
parts of Mindanao. On April 26, 2018, the 1st Infantry
Division – Philippine Army (IDPA) deployed helicopters
to bomb areas in Zamboanga del Sur after alleged
reports of NPA presence in the area were circulated.
Dropped were 38 bombs by the Philippine Air Force and
the 1st IDPA. The incident caused the evacuation of 110
Subanen families, or 660 individuals, from Purok
Marin, Brgy. Saad, Dumingag, Zamboanga del Sur.
Thereafter, soldiers encamped in the barangay health
center and areas near the Saad Elementary School. The
families returned but 42 families evacuated again on
May 29 due to intensified military operations.
In Southern Tagalog, after the illegal arrest of
Dumagat and farmers Rockey Torres and Dandoy
Avellaneda, 93 Dumagats evacuated on May 15, 2018.
Even though the place of the illegal arrest was far from
their village, fear of getting entangled with the military
affected the villagers due to their past experiences of
the AFP combat troops’ cruelty. On May 18, 2018, there
were 67 Dumagat who evacuated to the riverside, which
eventually became a recurring evacuation area of the
Dumagat people.
The evacuees who left their homes, did not receive
any food aid from the local authorities. During the
fact-finding mission, Karapatan-Southern Tagalog
and church groups brought food for them. When the
soldiers from the 80th IBPA-2nd Infantry Division
saw this, they followed suit and gave bread to the
indigenous people but attached a note that read:
“Members of the New People’s Army are bad people.”
That was the only time the indigenous people received
food from the soldiers.
From May 26, 2018 to May 29, 2018, a total of
11 residents from Sitio Araay, Brgy. Kibanban,
Balingasag, Misamis Oriental were forced to vacate
their homes due to heavy militarization of their
communities by the 58th IBPA. The evacuees sought
help from the local government unit of Brgy. Banglay,
Lagonglong, Misamis Oriental, requesting a vehicle to
transport them to the municipal hall of Lagonglong.
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Village chief Honiforte Redundo of Brgy. Banglay
was accompanied by the municipal LGU officials and
six military units from the 58th IBPA led by Capt.
Bajado. They met with the evacuees and told them they
wanted the evacuees to remain in Brgy. Kibanban. The
evacuees insisted to be moved to Lagonglong, Misamis
Oriental, and convinced the LGU officials to give them
transport. However, the military blocked the vehicle
from transporting the evacuees to Lagonglong.
On May 29, 2018, the Tagtabolon Lumad
Organization got other vehicles to move the evacuees
to the Lagonglong Gym. When the evacuees arrived
at the municipal hall of Lagonglong, the LGU officials
did not allow the gymnasium to be converted into an
evacuation center. Instead, they were placed in Brgy.
Lumbo, Lagonglong at the basketball court, which is
far from the municipal center. The evacuees remained
in Brgy. Lumbo, Lagonglong, Misamis Oriental for five
days.
The victims include: Lino Serenio, 66; Angelica
Compas Ayuma, 26; Babita Serenio Hilogon, 43; Nory
Guinahon Blanco, 44; Merly Juliao Pajardo, 48; Alice
Hilogan Kalimhay, 27; Charity Lingket Pajardo,
20; Jaime Hilogon, 56; Sarisa Hilogon Acusta, 28;
Damayma Ayuna Zambas, 36; and Cecelia Gandinao,
68.
Combat strike operations of the 7th IDPA also led
to the evacuation of 286 families, or 1,716 individuals
from Brgy. Dalgan, Pagalungan, Maguindanao
on June 10, 2018 while residents were preparing for
Sawm which is the fasting done by Muslims during
Ramadan. Evacuees moved to the Dalgan Elementary
School and National Memorial High School before being
transferred to the Pagalungan Gym. Some 100 families
remain in shelters while the rest were able to return
home on June 22.
Displacement due to the ongoing militarization and
bombing of communities, particularly in Mindanao,
reveal that the Duterte regime’s war against the Filipino
people is accelerating. The Marawi siege may have
been officially moved on to the rehabilitation phase due
to the government’s chosen greedy parasites cutting
into the funds resources for the so-called rehabilation
of the city, but the attacks, bombings, and intensified
militarization still continue. With martial law in tow,
the AFP is at the frontline of these attacks – equipped
with war materiel, resources, personnel, unchecked
powers, and the prevailing impunity guaranteed by
their power-hungry Commander-in-Chief.
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Fake surrender
“If you “surrender”, you are an NPA. If you
do not surrender, you are still an NPA. There is
no winning in the military’s maneuver to target
peasant communities. At the end of the day, we are
civilians, farmers who fight for our right to land.”
- Noli Villanueva, CFA Chairperson
From arbitrarily listing the names of mass
leaders as “terrorists”, the military once again busied
themselves with another list – this time of alleged
NPA members who returned to the “fold of the law.”
This orchestrated gimmick brought massive, extensive
community violations, with the AFP parading civilians
and falsely branding them as surrenderees to satiate
bogus and fictitious narratives released to the media.
As of the end of June 2018, Karapatan documented
1,607 victims of forced or fake surrenders, majority
of them in Mindanao. Increasingly, this specific
violation focused on the wholesale targeting of
entire organizations and communities, crippling and
infringing on the people’s freedom of association
and assembly. Moreover, generating a long list of
“surrenderees” would create an illusion that the
government’s counterinsurgency program was
succeeding and that the martial law declaration was an
effective means to such an end.
At least 428 cases of forced or fake surrenders
were reported in the Southern Mindanao region
during the recent fact-finding mission led by the KMP
in April 2018. Ten victims of forced surrender in
Brgy. Katipunan, Kidapawan City; 18 victims in
Brgy. Manggayon, Compostela Valley; and at least
400 victims in Puting Bato, Brgy. Ngan, Compostela
Valley were documented by the mission team.
According to Elpidio Corgio, a kagawad of Purok 27,
Sitio Puting Bato, Brgy. Ngan, Compostela, Compostela
Valley, the residents were gathered in the barangay
nursery on February 14, 2018. They were asked to write
down their names with their signatures or thumbmarks
on an attendance sheet; 400 residents signed their
names. After a few days, they heard their names
being announced in a radio program as members of
the NPA who surrendered to the government. Corgio
attested that out of the 4,000 residents of Brgy. Ngan,
at least 2,000 were already listed by the 66th IBPA as
“NPA surrenderees”. Those who refused to be branded
“surrenderees” were forced to seek sanctuary and had
to evacuate from their communities for their safety.
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On February 28, 2018, residents and 18 members
of the Compostela Farmers Association in Brgy.
Manggayon, Compostela, Compostela Valley were forced
“to surrender” by elements of the 66th IBPA after being
threatened with arrest. The soldiers announced that
the CFA members’ enrollment in the Pantawid Pamilya
Pilipino Program (4Ps) would be cancelled if they did
not sign a document. The names of the 18 were later
announced on the radio as “surrenderees”. The AFP
continuously monitored residents who “surrendered”
by conducting visits to their homes or they approached
these so-called “surrenderees” to join rallies organized
by the military.
These cases involved groups of residents being
gathered together and simultaneously forced to
surrender. Soldiers employed the following devices:
local government officials were used to spread
misinformation on “wanted persons”; singled
out family members of known leaders in peasant
communities for interrogation; used previous footage of
rallies as evidence of being an NPA member; or required
residents to report to military camps to “clear” their
names.
Soldiers also threatened to withhold social services
such as the Pantawid Pamilya Pilipino Program (4Ps)
if residents refused to sign documents indicating they
were surrenderees. They would spew death threats,
shoot-to-kill orders, and threats of arrests, coercing
residents to sign documents that were either blank or
had content written in English which the barrio folk did
not understand.
On March 12, 2018, Jocelyn Zamora, 39, a Manobo
and volunteer teacher of Mindanao Interfaith Services
Foundation, Inc. (MISFI) Academy in Brgy. Cogonon,
Trento, Agusan del Sur, reported that she was invited to
the municipal hall of Brgy. Salvacion, Trento, along with
MISFI PTCA members Jacquelyn Casilong and Jeffrey
Catalino.
At the municipal hall, Zamora saw around 100
soldiers guarding the premises, while 70 Trento
residents were at the venue. Mostly farmers, the
residents were straining to fill up paperwork while
soldiers were taking pictures and videos of them.
Zamora, Casilong and Catalino were also coerced to
write their personal information on sheets of paper
distributed by soldiers, and to pen their names in the
attendance sheet.
Soldiers then took pictures of Zamora and they
also instructed her to go outside the municipal hall,
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“Why does the military
continue to hunt me down
when all I did was protect our
land? They should have hunted
Alcantara and Sons instead
because this is our land.”
- Datu Guibang Apoga,
in an interview in 2014

Photo by Kenneth Guda

pose near a motorcycle, beside a military truck and
then stand on the field. When Zamora refused to follow
instructions, she was instead forced to join other
residents in a filmed video saying they voluntarily
surrendered and were thankful to the 25th IBPA. Those
who did not follow were not allowed to leave the hall.
On June 10, 2018, a siege led by the combat forces of
the 56th IBPA led to the arrest of ailing Manobo leader
Datu Guibang Apoga in Sitio Nasilaban, Talaingod,
Davao del Norte.
Datu Guibang Apoga is a Lumad leader and chieftain
of Salugpongan Ta Tanu Igkanugon in Talaingod.
In 1993, Datu Guibang led 82 Ata Manobo villages
to protest the entry of Alcantara and Sons logging
operations in Talaingod. This earned the ire of the AFP
which triggered the deployment of several battalions of
the Philippine Army to the Pantaron Range where most
of the Lumad communities were. Datu Guibang and 25
other datus were charged with criminal acts and the
courts issued warrants of arrest against them to quell
the defiance of the Ata Manobos.
Datu Guibang was invited to attend an assembly
but was instead brought to a tribal peace gathering
of 500 Lumad at Brgy. Palma Gil in Talaingod, Davao
del Norte where he was presented to the military as a
surrenderee. There was overwhelming presence of the
military in the venue of the peace assembly to assure
the staged surrender of Datu Guibang. Brigadier General
Ernesto Torres Jr., Commander of the 1003rd Brigade,
10th IDPA, alleged that Datu Guibang was a member of

the NPA who defected to the Philippine Army with his
M16 rifle.
In recent months, the AFP concentrated not only
one but two other Army battalions, the 72nd IBPA and
the 88th IBPA, in the Manobo communities covering
Talaingod and the boundary areas of Davao del Norte
and Bukidnon. The 3 Army battalions had engaged in
massive detachment-building in Lumad communities,
conducting signature campaigns for the closure of
Lumad schools, resettling-cum-hamletting of residents,
and forcing the surrender of Lumad leaders who were
vilified as NPA rebels.
Even evacuees who were already displaced due
to the militarization of their communities were
not exempt from the AFP’s charades. All of 122
Lumad-Mamanwa and peasant families from Sitio
Zapanta Valley, Brgy. Bangayan, Kitcharao, Agusan
del Norte evacuated to the barangay center in Brgy.
Bangayan on June 12, 2018. Even as they already
left their communities, armed elements of the 29th
IBPA continued to follow them and controlled their
movements in and out of the barangay hall as if they
were prisoners.
On June 17, soldiers hauled the evacuees in a
dumptruck and brought them to Little Baguio, Brgy.
San Roque in Kitcharao where according to elements of
the 29th IBPA, a community assembly would take place.
Upon arrival, the AFP forced the displaced residents to
declare that they were NPA combatants.
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DUTERTE’S WAR AGAINST THE PEOPLE
Certainly, all these reports give evidence to the
fact that communities, where people’s struggle for
land and rights are strong and advocacy for the
protection of the environment are much felt, become
the targets of the “surrender” spree of the AFP. This is
government’s systematic attack, a surgical operation,
targetting communities to weaken organizations and
communities for the benefit of landlord and corporate
interests. This plays within Oplan Kapayapaan’s design
to demolish organizations and communities deemed
as “enemies of the State” because of their critical
stance and resistance against government’s anti-people
policies.
Meanwhile, in the socio-economic terrain, in just
two years, Duterte has caused an upheaval not only
in the political situation, but also in the country’s
economic landscape, with TRAIN or the Tax Reform for
Acceleration and Inclusion.
With the onset of the TRAIN law, the middle class
are being hit hard and the poorest harder. The value of
the peso has dropped to its lowest level in 12 years, and
the inflation rate the highest in five years. The prices of
basic commodities, especially rice, are skyrocketing. Oil
prices are also steadily climbing up and the poor’s mode
of transport, the jeepney, must raise fares for survival.
More harsh and tougher times are indeed upon the
Filipino masses.
Already reeling from high prices, wages are
furthermore being pressed down by capitalists. The
research institution, Social Weather Station (SWS), has
reported an increase in joblessness from 15.7 per cent
in December 2017 to 23.9 percent in the first quarter of
2018. Because Duterte has not delivered on his promise
to end contractualization, workers are more restless
than ever and are now readying themselves
to win the fight for their rights and welfare
in the workplace.

PEOPLE RESIST
According to the Center for Trade Union
and Human Rights CTUHR), Nutriasia
in Bulacan and Middleby in Laguna
Technopark Industrial Enclave are on
strike due to the company’s unionbusting
and contractualization. Both strike sites
have been marred with violence from the
capitalists and the police who have joined
forces to break the picketlines.
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Workers from Coca Cola (Imus), Pepsi (Muntinlupa),
PLDT (Sampaloc), and Honda Parts have also launched
protest actions against contractualization. Workers
from Jollibee Food Corporation, Uni Pak Sardines, and
Monde Nissin have also started their camp-outs to
protest the continuing contractualization.
Grumblings of the stomach have translated into
acidic grumblings against Duterte.
In response to Duterte’s misogyny, women activists
have launched the social media campaign, “Babae Ako”
(I am a Woman) which highlights the integrity and
dignity of the Filipino woman in fighting all forms of
discrimination and oppression.
That so-called populist in Malacañang is fast
losing his touch, as his imperial pretensions of a modus
operandi is gradually being exposed to the public – the
emperor has no clothes, after all.
Claims of his everlasting popularity is being
contested everywhere. Brute force, corruption, the rise
of basic goods, unfulfilled promises and the shameless
sell-out of the country’s territories and resources to
US and China have revealed the Duterte regime as just
another vanguard of this oppressive and repressive
system, further stripping him of his delusion -- there
will be no systemic nor substantial change under his
term.
In the cities and countryside alike, the Filipino
people, along with activists and human rights
defenders, continue to defy the fear, organizing and
actively defending themselves and the people against
the fascist state of the Duterte regime.
The people will stand up to exercise their sovereign
will to exact justice and accountability, and inevitably
topple the power-hungry and crazed tyrant. #
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Resisting the Filipino Workers’ Struggle Against
Neoliberal Attacks by the US-Duterte Regime
by the Center for Trade Union and Human Rights (CTUHR)

W

hile the global economic crisis continues to get worse, the working class faces intensified
neoliberal attacks. Owing to a decade of global depression triggered by the 2008 economic
meltdown and the crisis of the capitalist system, exacerbated by the crisis of overproduction and
excessive capital, the economy of imperialist countries, led by the US, deteriorated into stagnation
and slow growth. To mitigate economic collapse, they have resorted to militarization and loaning
large sums to corporations and governments. The structural adjustment programs (SAPs) and
massive debts that come with these loans -- most in the form of official development assistance –
further opened and deregulated the markets of developing countries, to the benefit of competing
imperialists powers.
Under the neoliberal agenda, the country’s semicolonial, semi-feudal system maintains a huge reserve
labor force that caters to US enterprises. Such a
society justifies labor flexibilization, profit-oriented
development, and oppression. The US-Duterte regime’s
war against the working class is further unveiled in
the President’s easing of investment restrictions and
continuing implementation of his so-called 10-point
Socio-Economic Agenda, Philippine Development Plan
2017-2022, and AmBisyon Natin 2040. This consolidation
of socio-political and neoliberal economic plans
remainsw favorable only to big comprador-landlords
and foreign investors at the expense of workers’ wages,
job security, and trade union rights.
But workers are fighting back. This year’s
International Workers’ Day marks a historic display
of unity among unions and labor centers, with 50,000
people marching in Metro Manila to protest against

low wages and contractualization. Groups and workers
from all over the country slammed Duterte’s Executive
Order 51 (EO 51), which follows Department Order 174 of
the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE). Both
policies still encourage companies to pay workers below
the minimum wage and implement non-direct hiring
through short-term contracts. EO 51 and DO 174 bolster
job insecurity in the guise of “legal contractualization”,
which means greater exploitation of workers by
capitalists in connivance with the government. This
has expedited the concentration of wealth in the elite
ruling class.

Duterte’s failure to address legitimate labor
demands
The Duterte administration’s lack of will to
effectively address low wages and contractualization
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has deliberately blocked the road to just and lasting
peace. Promises of stable economic growth and
development have long been forgotten. Instead,
workers are made to suffer under contractualization
schemes that have become more rampant -- schemes
that promote lower wages, diminution of benefits, and
neglect of occupational safety and health standards so
that employers can pocket superprofits.
Contractual workers are deprived of security of
tenure. They are made dispensable because of the
existing oversupply of labor. They are also prohibited
to form unions and are subjected to very long hours of
work and forced overtime work which prevent them
from organizing themselves. Many contractual women
workers are deprived of maternal benefits. Young
workers, on the other hand, go through long-term
internship and various other forms of apprenticeships
before being repeatedly hired and fired under shortterm contracts.
Moreover, there has been no significant wage
increase amidst the implementation of Executive
Order 51, on top of the Tax Reform for Acceleration
and Inclusion (TRAIN) law and the record-breaking
inflation rate of 5.2% (as of June 2018) that fueled price
hikes. An agricultural worker in Region 1, for example,
only receives P256 per day (only P219 in real value), or
just 20% of the P1,175 estimated living wage for a family
of six to survive.
Formal and informal workers suffer from
worsening poverty as prices of petroleum products
went up 18 times this year, bringing the cost per liter
as high as P62 for gasoline, P50 for diesel and P57 for
kerosene, thereby raising the cost of basic goods.

April to June 2018

Meanwhile, the per capita poverty threshold remains
very low with 21.9 million Filipinos making ends
meet at P60 per day. National Economic Development
Authority (NEDA) Chief Ernesto Pernia admitted
that a decent monthly income for a Filipino family
to live above the poverty line amounts to P42,000.
This means that at least two family members would
have to earn P21,000 each a month, or about P808 per
day. A total of 88 million Filipinos do not earn such
amount daily. They also suffer from unemployment,
rampant flexible forms of labor, slave-like working
conditions, homelessness, and land grabbing and forced
displacement in rural communities.
The 6.8% GDP growth in the first quarter of 2018
remains reliant on the service sector, accounting for
more than half of GDP (56.8%). Even with statistical
manipulation, government official data failed to hide
the massive job losses in more sustainable industries:
a total of 803,000 lost their jobs in the agriculture
sector and 500,000 workers became unemployed in
manufacturing and wholesale and retail trade last
year (from 28 million in 2016 down to 27.5 million in
2017), in the face of productive agricultural lands being
converted to special economic zones. This is the largest
annual fall in the Filipino workforce over the past 20
years. Notably, agriculture has been experiencing slow
growth (1.5% in Q1 of 2018) and its 8% share in GDP
is the lowest in history (Ibon Foundation, 2018). The
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) indicates that
the contribution of each worker to total GDP has been
increasing, reaching to P198,215 in 2016.
Progressive partylists under the Makabayan
bloc proposed the National Minimum Wage Law or
House Bill 7787, which aims to implement a
single minimum wage standard. This will
repeal RA 6727 or Wage Rationalization
Law implemented under President
Corazon Aquino wherein minimum wage
in the country was categorized to about a
thousand different levels to further depress
the workers’ wages. Instead of gaining
support from the government (emphasis
on the proposed amount being close to
Pernia’s declaration), neoliberal stalwarts
immediately spread the twisted idea that
increasing the minimum wage will result in
the unprecedented price increase of basic
commodities. Raising the minimum wage
is not the main cause of commodity price
hikes, but the four decades of neoliberal
policies implemented in the country.

Progressive lawmakers of Makabayan bloc Carlos Zarate and Emmie De Jesus call for the passage of the
national minimum wage bill increasing minimum wage to 750 pesos. (Kodao)
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Workers are striking for living wage
and regular jobs
DOLE continues to boast that more
than 100,000 contractual workers have
been regularized during Duterte’s
term. Aside from the absence of a list
of companies that have implemented
massive regularization, the number
is just 0.4% of the estimated 60%
contractual workers out of the total
number of employed (at least 24.52
million contractual workers out of
40.87 million, as of April 2018). Missing
also from the department’s statements
are the contractualization kings
and their corporations that employ
thousands of non-regular workers, like
Henry Sy’s SM Investment Corporations
and Jaime Ayala de Zobel of Ayala Group
of Companies.
The workers’ mass filing for
regularization since last year pushed
for DOLE inspection of companies
which brought to the fore cases of
labor-only contracting. Meanwhile,
firms owned by big and influential
capitalists resorted to retrenchment to prevent the
implementation of regularization orders. The workers
are left with no choice but to resist the intensified
neoliberal attacks and fight to defend freedom of
association, rights to peaceably assemble, and to strike
for living wages.
Most notable is the case of NutriAsia, a food
condiment giant that terminated some of its workers
without prior notice and negotiation. Owned by
Filipino-Chinese businessman Joselito “Butch” Campos,
Jr., also the CEO and President of Del Monte Philippines,
Inc. and a director of San Miguel Corporation, the
company is well-known for imposing unjust and
inhumane labor practices, including coercing workers
to go on 16 to 20-hour shifts. The company also
practices non-payment of benefits, non-compliance
with occupational health and safety standards,
contractualization, union busting, and labor-only
contracting. The company regularized only 100 workers
out of its 1,500 workforce under six subcontracting
agencies, most of whom are paid only P380 per day of
work, a stark contrast with the Campos family’s net
worth of over USD650 million.

The workers organized themselves to form
Nagkakaisang Manggagawa ng NutriAsia (NMN), to
bargain for improved working conditions at the factory
floor. NutriAsia management responded by forcibly
dismissing five union leaders and 75 union members.
At this point, the workers have been exploited and
oppressed for so long that a strike became inevitable.
On the 10th day of the workers’ strike, NutriAsia
management ordered the violent dispersal of the picket
line. Around 300 police armed with long firearms
and SWAT team attacked and beat up the unionists,
including members of youth organizations who came
over in support of the NutriAsia workers. What followed
was a series of threats, harassment and use of scab
workers by the company while it forcibly went past the
striking workers to obtain more than 50 truckloads of
its stocks.
On July 30, NutriAsia’s security forces and the
Philippine National Police brutally attacked the
workers, residents, churchpeople, students, and
journalists in the picket line after an ecumenical mass.
Many were injured and 19 were illegally arrested and
detained until August 1, including five members of the
media.
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Workers resist tyranny
These and many more workers’ strikes are met
with violent dispersals, illegal arrests and red-baiting.
Citing data from the Center for Trade Union and Human
Rights (CTUHR), the Duterte regime’s orchestrated
attack shows an increased number in cases of threats,
harassment and intimidation of workers and the urban
poor: from 88 during Noynoy Aquino’s six-year term
to 500 in the first year of Duterte rule. A total of 30
cases of extra judicial killings (EJK) of workers have
been recorded, on top of 26 agricultural workers killed,
all affiliated with the National Federation of Sugar
Workers – Unyon ng mga Manggagawa sa Agrikulture
(NFSW-UMA). The number keeps on rising as more and
more organized contractual workers take a stand to
demand their rights.
Parallel to these neoliberal attacks, Duterte is
hell-bent on branding unionism as terrorism and
suppressing the people’s civil, political, social and
economic rights. The stigmatization of the transport
group Pagkakaisa ng mga Samahan ng mga Tsuper
at Operators Nationwide (PISTON), the militant labor
center Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) and human rights

network KARAPATAN as legal fronts of the Communist
Party of the Philippines, using repressive legislation
such as the Human Security Act of 2007 (RA 9373) and
the Terrorism Financing Prevention and Suppression
Act of 2012 (RA 10168), shows how the President
uses iron fists to silence his critics. But the people’s
movement will not bow down to those who undermine
the workers’ struggles. Resistance is heightened, as
workers demand what is socially just. There should be
no compromise when it comes to the livelihood and
welfare of the people.
We move forward with our call: End decades of
neoliberal attacks on workers, implement a national
minimum wage and ban all forms of contractualization!
Pursue genuine agrarian reform and promote national
industrialization for development! End impunity on
trade union and human rights violations, stop killing
our trade unionists!
References: Some interviews of workers in the picket line were
conducted by EILER between April-June 2018. There are also reports
from human rights organizations, paralegals, fact finding missions,
church people, and labor rights advocates on the ground.

An armed NutriAsia security guard holds a protester at gunpoint during the dispersal of workers’ picketline on July 30, 2018. A restaurant in Quezon City boycotts NutriAsia products as
condiments, in solidarity with the workers on strike.
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