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TABLE 1:
Violation of Civil & Political Rights
under the Noynoy Aquino Government
(July 2010 to March 2014)
Violation
No. of victims

I

n his grandest show as a puppet, Benigno
S. Aquino rolled down the red carpet to
welcome the head of the number one imperialist
country, Barack Obama of the US of A.
The combined proposed change in the
Philippine Constitution with the Enhanced
Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) with
the US government was BS Aquino’s gift to his
real boss.

Extrajudicial Killing
Enforced Disappearance
Torture
Rape
Frustrated Extrajudicial Killing
Illegal Arrest without Detention
Illegal Arrest and Detention
Illegal Search and Seizure
Physical Assault and Injury
Demolition
Violation of Domicile
Destruction of Property
Divestment of Property
Forced Evacuation
Threat/Harassment/Intimidation
Indiscriminate Firing
Forced/Fake Surrender
Forced Labor/Involuntary
Servitude
Use of Civilians in Police and/
or Military Operations as
Guides and/or Shield
Use of Schools, Medical,
Religious and Other Public
Places for Military Purpose
Restriction or Violent Dispersal
of Mass Actions, Public
Assemblies and Gatherings

192
21
94
3
202
268
640
257
379
14,445
468
12,670
355
39,688
65,103
9,506
56
172
534
134,110
9,529
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The proposed change in
the Constitution would allow
foreign interest groups 100
percent ownership and control
of the country’s resources and
vital industries. The EDCA does
not simply give full access to
US troops in the country, but is
essentially a license to American
re-occupation of the country.
The first is a requirement for the
Philippines to be part of the TransPacific Partnership Agreement
(TPPA) that liberalizes and
deregulates further the economies
in the Asia Pacific; the second,
ensures a strong US military
presence in the Asia Pacific. Both
are part of the so-called US pivot
in Asia.
To complete BS Aquino’s
pageantry, the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) marches to the
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sound of Oplan Bayanihan’s guns
and bombs, striving to sow fear to
avert and suppress dissent against
this ultimate act of submission
of the country’s sovereignty and
patrimony. Now, the red carpet has
gone scarlet with the blood of 21
victims of extrajudicial killings and
23 victims of frustrated killing—all
in the first quarter of 2014.
Most of the victims were
farmers and indigenous peoples
who fought for their land rights,
those who stood for their right to
basic services, those who promoted
environmental protection and
alternative sources of livelihood,
and those who upheld human
rights and worked for justice.
Aside from the killings, the
military and police arrested 70
people, mostly based on planted
evidence, false testimonies of

professional witnesses to boost filing of trumped-up criminal charges.
In between these crimes
against the people, Aquino blabbers
pro-human rights and pro-peace
phrases. However, the killings,
arrests and illegal detention,
torture, attacks on communities
perceived to be influenced by
the Communist Party of the
Philippines-New People’s Army
(CPP-NPA) are anti-peace and
definitely not pro-human rights.
The human rights violations
are also a manifestation of the
Government of the Philippines’s
(GPH) complete abandonment
of peace negotiations with the
National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP). The violations
show the utter disregard of
previously signed agreements such
as the Joint Agreement on Safety

List of extrajudicial killing victims January to March 2014
January 03, 2014, Maco, Compostela Valley:
MARCELO MONTERONA, JR, 41, Farmer, Indug Kautawan
January 12, 2014, Hacienda Dolores, Porac, Pampanga:
Arman padiño, 33, Farmer, Aniban
January 30, 2014, Cabadian, Sorsogon:
HENRY ORBINA, Worker
January 31, 2014, Buenavista, Agusan del Norte:
DATU ROLANDO AMBONGAN, 39, Farmer/IP-Higaonon, Katribu member
February 05, 2014, Valencia, Bukidnon:
JULIETO LAURON, 41, Farmer, Kasama - Bukidnon
February 06, 2014, Libon, Albay:
ROSALDO RAYTERAN, Driver/Transport, Albay People’s Org
RASTY RAYTERAN, 18, Youth
February 18, 2014, Dalaguette, Cebu:
NOEL ARCHIVAL, 53, Lawyer
CANDIDO MIÑOZA, 47, Archival’s aide
ALEJANDRO JAYME, 45, Archival’s driver

March 03, 2014, Baay-Licuan, Abra:
FERMIN LIGIW, 29, Farmer/IP-Binongan-Tinguian, Anakbayan/Kastan
EDDIE LIGIW, 45, Farmer/IP-Binongan-Tinguian, Kastan
LICUBEN LIGIW, 77, Farmer/IP-Binongan-Tinguian, Kastan
March 15, 2014, Oton, Iloilo:
ROMEO CAPALLA, 65, entrepreneur, PFTC, SELDA
March 22, 2014, Caramoan, Camarines Sur:
JULIO LUBIANO, 31, Small-scale miner
RENE LUBIANO, 28, Small-scale miner
SALEM VIRTUS, 24, Small-scale miner
JESSE BRONDIA, 35, Small-scale miner
March 23, 2014, Maco, Compostela Valley:
WELMER VARGAS, 20, miner
March 25, 2014, Kiangan, Ifugao:
WILLIAM BUGATTI, 43, CHRA-Karapatan, CPA, BM provincial coordinator
March 26, 2014, Rizal, Cagayan:
Ronald Beran, Farmer/IP-Malaweg

and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG);
and a direct assault on the first
substantive agenda signed between
the two parties, the Comprehensive
Agreement on Respect for
Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL).
It is not a matter of the
intransigence of the NDFP or
flexibility of the Moro National
Liberation Front as the BS Aquino
regime and the yellow media would
want it to appear. The game plan
in dealing with these groups is
all laid out in Oplan Bayanihan: a
political settlement with the MILF
and the weakening militarily of
the CPP-NPA-NDFP to force it to
surrender. To the GPH, capitulation
is a precondition to peace talks.
The recent arrest of Benito
Tiamzon and Wilma AustriaTiamzon, senior leaders of
the CPP and national peace
consultants, puts up another
obstacle in the peace negotiations
between the GPH and the NDFP
that should have tackled, by now,
the second substantive agenda,
Social and Economic Reforms—the
root causes of the armed conflict.
Although unacceptable, it is
understandable why the US-Aquino
regime is bent on scuttling the
negotiations. For digging into the
root causes of the armed conflict
would inevitably expose the USAquino regime’s subversion of the
country’s integrity.
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Extrajudicial killing

Karapatan documented a total
of 21 victims of EJK and 23 victims
of frustrated killing in the first
quarter of 2014.
On the third day of 2014, two
men aboard a motorcycle gunned
down Marcelo Monterona,
Jr. in Maco, Compostela Valley.
Monterona, 41, was an active
council member of Indug
Kautawan (People Rise Up!), a
group of typhoon Pablo survivors
in Maco. He was among those who
participated in the national and
local campaigns against large-scale
and destructive mining operations
of the Apex Mining Company.
Monterona was driving his
multi-cab some 13 meters from
his house when two men came
near the driver’s seat and shot
Monterona with a .45 caliber
pistol. He was hit on the left side
of his mouth. Monterona tried to
crawl out of the vehicle through the
passenger’s side but the gunman
got on the vehicle through the
driver’s side and shot Monterona
several times more.
Monterona was rushed to a
hospital in Tagum City where he
was pronounced dead on arrival.
Edgardo Sedillo, Monterona’s
neighbor, was grazed by a stray
bullet in the stomach. He was
also taken to the hospital and was
released the same day. Prior to
the incident, Monterona noticed
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21 killed in 13 weeks of 2014. From L-R: Arman Padiño; Marcelo Monterona, Jr; Romeo
Capalla; William Bugatti; Henry Orbina;
Noel Archival; Licuben and Eddie Ligiw.

seven army soldiers in uniform
at a neighborhood store near
Sedillo’s bakery.
In 2013, members of Indug
Kautawan and other victims
of typhoon Pablo/Bopha
barricaded the gates of the Apex
Mining Company, paralyzing its
operations. The protesters pointed
to the company’s accountability
for the destruction of their
environment, making them more
vulnerable to disasters. The
people’s protest resulted in the
indemnification of the victims.
Apex agreed to compensate the
people with PhP3.6 million,
300 sacks of rice, and the
rehabilitation of infrastructure
and damaged communities.
Monterona campaigned for
the pullout of the 71st Infantry
Battalion from the communities,
criticized the military’s aerial
bombings in the area, and
demanded justice for the slain
Pedro Tinga, a co-member of Indug
Kautawan who was killed by the
military on December 6, 2013.
On February 18, 2014, lawyer
Noel Archival attended a hearing
at the Regional Trial Court in
Dumaguete City, Negros Oriental.
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At 11:00 a.m., his group travelled
to Sibulan, also in Negros Oriental
province, where they boarded a
boat to Santander, Cebu.
From Santander, Archival, his
aides and driver went back to Cebu
City. At past 1:00 p.m., they were
already at Brgy. Coro, Dalaguette,
Cebu when their vehicle was
surrounded by three vehicles.
A pick-up truck drove alongside
Archival’s vehicle. The perpetrators
rolled down the truck’s windows
and fired at the lawyer’s vehicle
with their M16 rifles. Archival
and his aide, Candido Miñoza,
were killed instantly. The driver,
Alejandro Jayme, and another
aide, Paulo Cortez, were critically
wounded. Hours later, Jayme died.
Archival had been handling
cases of political prisoners since
The remains of Licuben Ligiw and sons,
Fermin and Eddie, were found in a shallow
grave in Licuan-Baay, province of Abra.
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1995. In 2013, he filed a Motion to
Demurrer of Evidence on behalf
of political prisoners charged
with rebellion. The court granted
the petition and dismissed the
charges against those accused. In
2013, Archival filed criminal and
administrative complaints before
the Office of the OmbudsmanVisayas against 14 police officers of
the Highway Patrol Group.
At around 6:30 p.m. of March
15, gunmen in Oton town, Iloilo
province, shot former political
prisoner Romeo Capalla at close
range. He is the brother of Bishop
Emeritus Fernando Capalla, former
Chairperson of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of the Philippines.
Capalla, 65, was picking up his
mother-in-law from her store at a
public market when he was shot.

He was immediately rushed to the
Western Visayas Medical Center in
Iloilo City, but was declared dead.
He died of two gunshot wounds in
the head.
Capalla was arrested during
martial law. Upon his release,
he devoted his time to fair trade
advocacy and production of
organic food. He became General
Manager and Chairperson of the
Board of Directors of Panay Fair
Trade Center. He was a founding
member of the Samahan ng mga
Ex-Detainee Laban sa Detensyon at
Aresto (SELDA).
In August 2005, Capalla was
again arrested on false charges
of arson along with Fernando
Baldomero, then town councilor of
Oton. Both Capalla and Baldomero
were released after the charges
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in the south of Manila and three
against them were dismissed.
investigated him and forced him
Baldomero became the first victim in Licuan-Baay in the province of
to guide them in their operation
of extrajudicial killing under the BS Abra in the north.
against the NPA said to be in the
On March 8, the remains
Aquino government. He was killed
area. Later that day, Lt. Tawanof Licuben Ligiw and sons,
on July 5, 2010, five days after
tawan of the 41st IBPA turned over
Fermin and Eddie, were found
Aquino took his oath of office.
Fermin to the barangay council
Human rights worker William in a shallow grave, piled on top of
officials. Fermin refused to sign a
the other. Both wrists of Eddie and document given by Tawan-tawan
Bugatti was on his way home
Fermin were tied with thick nylon
to his family at Bolog, Kiangan,
stating that he was returned safely
ropes. There were also rope marks to the community.
Ifugao in the evening of March
around Licuben’s neck. All three
24 when he was shot by assassins
On March 3, Fermin’s father
had bruises. The Ligiws were last
believed to be members of the
Licuben, and siblings Eddie and
seen on March 3.
Armed Forces of the Philippines.
Jessie were at their pacalso, a
temporary shelter. Fermin was
Elements of the 41st
Bugatti was a Regional Council
expected to join them. When
IBPA started military combat
member of both the Cordillera
Jessie left at around 8:00 a.m.
operations in the municipalities
People’s Alliance (CPA) and the
he saw soldiers heading towards
Cordillera Human Rights Alliance of Lacub, Licuan-Baay and
their pacalso. When he returned at
Malibcong, Abra province on
(CHRA).
dusk, their things were scattered
February 16. The soldiers stayed
Earlier that day, Bugatti
in the barangay hall and two other all over the place. The ‘dalican’
attended the hearing on the
(earthen stove) was unlit; nobody
houses of civilians. As of this
trumped-up charges against two
political prisoners, Rene Boy Abiva writing, Barangay Domenglay and cooked dinner.
By daylight, on March 4, Jessie
its adjacent barangays are heavily
and Virgilio Corpuz. Bugatti was
noticed combat boot prints around
among the names listed and posted militarized, as more troops are
the pacalso but there was still no
deployed in the area.
by the 5th Infantry Division and
sign of his father and brothers. At
Fermin’s first encounter with
the 86th Infantry Battalion in
night time, he began his search. A
the military was on February 22
Tinoc, Ifugao as “utak ng NPA”
(brains of the NPA). The CHRA got at a small-scale mining site in Mt.
team from the community joined
a copy of said list in October 2012
Patong, Licuan-Baay. The military him the next day.
where Bugatti was listed as
#21 among the 28 people
tagged as brains, members
TABLE 2: Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance under Noynoy Aquino Gov’t
and supporters of the New
by Region (July 2010 to March 2014)
People’s Army. Also on said
Region
Extrajudicial Killing
Enforced Disappearance
list is Jude Baggo, CHRA
Ilocos
3
0
Secretary General.
Cordillera Administrative Region
5
0
Bugatti was among those
Cagayan Valley
7
2
who hosted the international
Central Luzon
10
1
NCR
10
0
delegates who joined the
Southern Tagalog
21
4
International Solidarity
Bicol
48
3
Mission in July 2013 as
Western Visayas
11
4
part of the International
Central Visayas
4
1
Conference for Human Rights
Eastern Visayas
7
0
and Peace in the Philippines.
Northern Mindanao
11
0
Massacre

Of the 21 killed during
the first quarter, seven were
victims of two incidents of
massacre – four small scale
miners in Camarines Sur

Caraga
Socsksargen
Western Mindanao
Southern Mindanao
ARMM

Total
Women
Organized

8
10
7
25
5

192
18
89

3
0
1
2
0

21
0
12

5
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From March 6 to 7, about
50 people composed of relatives
of the Ligiws, members of the
Abra Human Rights Movement
(AHRM), and village officials who
included those from neighboring
barangays joined the search. They
reported the incident to the PNP
at Baquero, Licuan-Baay. They
tracked the combat boot prints in
their search.
On March 7, the team saw
reeds and grass stuck to the
ground. Suspecting it could be a
grave, the team members began
digging. When they saw slippers
and clothes, they stopped and
waited for police investigators
to arrive. But the policemen got
to the site only in the afternoon
of March 8. That was when they
saw the bodies of the Ligiws.
The funeral ritual,
“bagongon”, on March 10 was
disrupted when the PNP attempted
to take Jessie Ligiw into their
custody, claiming there was a
threat to his life. Jessie refused.
The 5th Infantry Division, through
a statement, attributed the
massacre to the NPA.
The Ligiw family members are
known leaders of the Baay-Licuan
Takderan Umno a Karbengan
(Balitok or Stand Up For Your
Rights), the Salakniban Tay
Amin ti Nagtaudan (Kastan or
People Defending the Ancestral
Land) and the Cordillera People’s
Alliance. The Ligiw family played
a significant role in resisting the
entry of the Olympus Mining
Company in Baay-Licuan, Abra.
Agrarian unrest

Cases of human rights
violations continue to mount
in Hacienda Luisita as the
Cojuangco-Aquino clan holds on
to the vast tracks of land meant
for distribution to farmer-tillers
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TABLE 3:
Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance under Noynoy Aquino Gov’t
by Sector (July 2010 to March 2014)
Sector
Extrajudicial Killing
Enforced Disappearance
Church
3
0
Entrepreneur
5
0
Environmentalist
6
0
Fisherfolk
5
0
Government Employee
3
0
Indigenous People
43
1
Media
3
0
Minor
18
0
Peasant
108
14
Teacher
1
0
Urban poor
13
1
Human Rights worker
2
0
Worker
8
2
Youth and Student
7
1
Moro
5
1
Transport
3
0

ages ago. The Tarlac Development
Corporation (TADECO), owned
by said haciendero families
and further emboldened by
the power now in the hands of
Noynoy Aquino as President and
Commander-in-Chief, had built
concrete fences around hundreds
of hectares of land to keep away the
farmer-tillers. Hunger now stalks
the people and cases of human
rights violations keep on rising.
(See full account on page 17.)
Similarly, farmers in
Hacienda Dolores in Porac,
Pampanga are threatened with
eviction from the land which
generations of them have tilled
since 1835 as the Leonardo
Lachenal Leonio Holdings,
Inc. (Triple L), FL Property
Management Corporation (FL)
and Ayala Land Inc. (ALI) plan to
convert the vast tracts of land in
the hacienda into “residential and
commercial estates”.
On January 12, security
guards of Triple L and Hacienda
Dolores fired at several farmers.

At around 3:00 a.m., Eduardo
Tolentino, a resident and farmer
of Hacienda Dolores, went to his
field to pick fruits and tend to his
animals. When he reached the
underpass connecting the village
and the farmland through the
Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway,
the security guards accosted him
and his neighbors. Eduardo called
for assistance.
Ener, Eduardo’s brother, woke
up his companions to respond
to the call. Those who went were
village guard Virgilio Padiño,
residents Arman Padiño, Noel
Tumali, Norma Ignacio and Josie
de Jesus.
While negotiating with the
guards, Ener’s father, village
captain Antonio Tolentino
arrived. The guards immediately
fired their guns and hit Arman
Padiño in the head and Noel
Tumali at the back. Both were
immediately brought to the Songco
Lapid District Hospital in Porac.
At around 2:00 p.m., the following
day, January 13, Padiño died.

TABLE 4:
Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance under Noynoy Aquino Gov’t
by Affiliation (July 2010 to March 2014)
Affiliation
Extrajudicial Killing Enforced Disappearance
ACT Teachers Partylist
1
0
Anakbayan
4
0
Anakpawis
8
0
Bayan
1
0
Bayan Muna
8
0
Courage
1
0
Cordillera People’s Alliance
2
0
Gabriela
1
0
Kabataan Partylist
0
1
Kadamay
2
0
Katribu Partylist
7
1
Karapatan (CHRA)
1
0
KMP
20
3
KMU
0
1
NFSW
2
2
Piston
1
0
Selda
2
0
UCCP
2
1
Various other organizations
26
3
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During the altercation, Bgy.
Captain Tolentino wrestled with
security guard Larry Sabado to
prevent the latter from shooting
him. After a misfire, Sabado was
eventually overpowered. The
men tied him up and brought
him to Tolentino’s house
before turning him over to the
authorities. However, Sabado
escaped. He later surrendered
to the policemen who arrived at
the village.
On January 13, Brgy.
Capt. Tolentino and his son,
Ener, charged Larry Sabado
with frustrated murder at the
Prosecutor’s Office. But they
learned that they themselves
already faced charges of slight
physical injuries and three counts
of grave threat filed by Triple L.
Father and son Antonio and
Ener Tolentino were arrested
and detained at the Pampanga
Provincial Police Office in San
Fernando, Pampanga. They
were released on bail. Sabado,
who was detained at a police
precinct, was released on
January 15, and is undergoing
preliminary investigation for
charges of attempted murder
filed by Tolentino.
Attacks against communities

Tagged as reds by the military, lumad
community schools are threatened by the
Philippine Army’s combat operations.

On January 25, more
than 30 members of the Delta
Company, 25th IBPA arrived in
Brgy Mangayon, Compostela
town, Compostela Valley, a
village inhabited mostly by the
Matigsalog tribe. The soldiers, in
full combat gear, camped at the
community school, Salupungan
Ta Tanu Igkanugon
Community Learning
Center (STTICLC).
The STTICLC is a
community-based school
established with the help of
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State of calamity: The Manobos’ demand that the Philippine Army
pull out from their community was ignored. Children of Talaingod,
with their parents, are forced to evacuate due to military operations.

that would allow rubber and cacao
plantations into the Banwaon
ancestral land.
Bombing and evacuation in
Talaingod

the Rural Missionaries of the
Philippines - Southern Mindanao
Region (RMP-SMR) and the
Matigsalog tribe. The school is
accredited by the Department
of Education to provide formal
education to indigenous peoples.
In 2012, the school house was
destroyed by typhoon Pablo/Bopha.
The residents were able to reconstruct the school building with the
assistance of several people’s organizations here and abroad.
The school administrators
and community leaders asked
the soldiers to leave the school
house, but Lt. Heruben Romare
insisted on staying, claiming they
would be conducting a “Peace and
Development Outreach Program”
in the community. With the
soldiers sleeping and cooking
in the school, the classes for
the 230 pupils were suspended.
There were also reports that the
military forcibly entered several
homes near the school and

threatened some of the pupils
and teachers.
In a dialogue held on January
28, 2013, representatives of
people’s organizations demanded
that the military should vacate
the school and leave the
community. The military left but
set up camp nearby.
On January 29, classes
resumed. However, the
Matigsalog tribe remained
under constant threat, feeling
endangered by the mere
presence of armed soldiers in
their community.
School activities were also
disrupted when, on March 19, the
pupils, parents and teachers
of the Tabanganan Community
Learning Center of the
Banwaon in Sitio Tabanganan,
Brgy. Binicalan, San Luis, Agusan
del Sur heard a series of gunshots
some 100 kilometers away, where
the members of the 26th IBPA
were. Children who were playing

scampered, fearing that they were
the targets of the gunshots. The
school was to hold the students’
recognition ceremony that day.
Elements of the 26th IBPA
arrived at the detachment of the
CAFGU (Civilian Armed Force
Geographical Unit) in Binicalan a
day before. They said they would
conduct combat operations in
the area. They claimed that the
gunfire heard on March 19 was
a result of an encounter with the
NPA. This was refuted by the
residents. On March 20, more
than 50 villagers evacuated to
the nearby sitio, Tambo.
In February, the Banwaon
datus (chieftains) of Tabanganan
and Tambo villages refused to
attend an assembly called by Ben
Hur Mansulonay, leader of an
indigenous paramilitary group
controlled by the AFP in San
Luis town. The Tabanganan and
Tambo chieftains are under threat
for refusing to sign an agreement

On March 10, Ubunay
Manlaon accompanied her two
neices “Lena”, 15, and “Tina”,
16, to Sitio Inayaman, Brgy. Palma
Gil to tend to their corn crops. The
three are from the Manobo tribe.
On the road, they were stopped
by two soldiers who held them
at gun point. “Nobody moves,” a
soldier ordered. “Lena” and “Tina”
immediately ran away, while the
75-year-old Manlaon was left
behind. The soldiers brought
her along as a guide during their
military operation. For a week,
Manlaon accompanied the soldiers
in search of members of the NPA.
Whenever the soldiers rested,
her hands and feet were bound
supposedly to prevent her from
escaping. During mealtimes, the
elderly Manlaon was fed with leftover food or none at all.
Since March 3, elements
of the 60th IBPA has been
conducting military operations in
the interior areas of the village.
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Hundreds of civilians were
harassed, including teachers and
pupils of the STTICLC’s satellite
school in Talaingod.
On March 19, STTICLC
teacher Roylan Licayan,
community leader Datu Tongig
Manshumuy-at, 13 pupils and
two of their parents went to
Sitio Palungan to gather chickens
for the school’s recognition
ceremony. At least 15 soldiers were
already there when they arrived.
The soldiers interrogated Licayan,
Datu Manshumuy-at and the pupils
and parents separately. After more
than an hour, Licayan and his
companions were finally allowed
to gather chickens and the school’s
other needs for the ceremony.
On their way back to the school,
15 soldiers joined them. Despite
the military’s presence near the
community, the teachers and pupils
pushed through with the STTICLC
recognition ceremony.
On March 20, a helicopter
and two small warplanes dropped
bombs close to the villages
of Bagang and Lasakan.
Residents from the six sitios left
their homes and took refuge at
the nearby village of Nasilaban.

January-March 2014
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Agham Road Demolition facts:

175
Evicted

families

from demolished homes

617
Evicted

INDIVIDUALS

167

CHILDREN

suffocated by teargas

309

INDIVIDUALS

suffocated by teargas

44

INDIVIDUALS

injured or wounded
during demolition/dispersal
From the joint documentation of Karapatan, Demolition
Watch, Urban Poor Resource Center of the Philippines,
Kadamay, Tanggulan Youth Network, Center for Trade Union
and Human Rights and Children’s Rehabilitation Center.

To give way to the Quezon
City Business District, around
a thousand police and
demolition team personnel
demolished homes along
Agham Road. Policemen,
with no nameplate and in
plainclothes, arrest a resident.
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Region

TOTAL
No. of PPs

Women

NDF Consultants
& Staff

Arrested
Under PNoy

Cordillera Administrative Region
Ilocos
Cagayan Valley
Central Luzon
Southern Tagalog
Bicol
NCR
Western Visayas
Central Visayas
Eastern Visayas
Northern Mindanao
Caraga
Socsksargen
Western Mindanao
Southern Mindanao
ARMM

6
0
8
8
23
42
211
24
2
28
19
12
24
18
36
28

1
0
2
1
2
1
16
3
0
10
1
0
1
0
3
0

0
0
0
1
0
0
10
0
0
1
2
0
0
0
0
0

6
0
7
2
7
25
45
23
0
21
12
12
12
14
16
11

Total
Sickly

Elderly
Arrested Minor

489
50
40

41

14

213

TABLE 5: Political Prisoners
(as of March 31, 2014)
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As of this writing, at least 108
families with 441 individuals
have fled to Davao City, away from
the military operations. Ubunay
Manlaon was among the evacuees.
In a dialogue between the
Municipal Peace and Order Council
(MPOC) and Major Chico Burgos
of the 1003rd Brigade on March
31, the military admitted the aerial
bombardment. Burgos justified
the strafing of the community by
saying that majority of the Palma
Gil residents are NPAs.
The MPOC told the residents
not to leave Talaingod, and
suggested the use of the barangay
hall for those who insist on
evacuating. The local government
officials recommended that
the military conduct a medical
mission, and escort the municipal
social workers who will distribute
relief packs to the evacuees.
Community leaders,
representatives of STTICLC,
and the peasant group Pasaka
demanded the pull out of the
troops from their communities.
The Philippine Army ignored the
demand and instead, deployed

more armed personnel in the
area. Talaingod in now under a
“state of calamity.”
Demolition

On January 27, at least 200
families in Sitio San Roque,
Brgy. Bagong Pag-asa,
Quezon City lost their homes in
a violent demolition. The urban
poor community was demolished
supposedly to give way to the
11.3 meter road widening project
of Agham Road in line with the
building of the Central Business
District of Quezon City. Around a
thousand combined police, Special
Weapons and Tactics (SWAT)
teams, and demolition men
participated in said demolition.
Despite negotiations, PSupt.
Pedro Sanchez and members of
the Task Force for the Control,
Prevention and Removal of
Illegal Structures and Squatting
(COFPRISS) dispersed the
protesters and dismantled the
barricade. Several residents
were hit by the police arnis
sticks and were forced to defend
themselves. Police threw tear gas

canisters at the protesters and
into people’s homes.
With residents fleeing from
tear gas, the demolition teams
moved in and began dismantling
the houses. Even shanties
outside of the road-widening
project were demolished.
Resty Torres, 65, died
during an asthma attack after
inhaling tear gas. A pregnant
woman, Mary Rose Reyes, had
a miscarriage after crawling her
way out of the area filled with
tear gas. Reyes was four-months
pregnant with twins.
Police and SWAT members
arrested 11 individuals, including
two minors, for supposedly
throwing rocks at the demolition
team and the police. They were
brought to the PNP headquarters
in Camp Karingal except the
minors, ages 16 and 17, who
were transferred to the Molave
Youth Center, a juvenile jail under
the Department of Social Work
and Development. The boys were
charged with direct assault. On
the prosecutor’s recommendation,
the two underwent an intervention
program to determine if they
acted with discernment. They
were released to their parents on
February 15.
Of the 11 arrested and
detained, five complained of
torture. Jay-ar Reyes said PNP
members kicked and hit him with
truncheons while dragging him
to the police car. Another covered
Ricky Ho’s head with a plastic
pail and hit him with sticks.
Demolition teams forcibly
entered the houses in Sitio San
Roque. SWAT members, who were
in two’s, fired tear gas canisters
inside the houses and pointed their
guns at the residents to force them
out. Some of the residents were
handcuffed as they were dragged
out of their residences.

“Janjan,” 16, said a SWAT
member pointed a rifle at him, and
ordered him to come out of their
house. Brix Mercado was inside
his house when two policemen
in civilian clothes arrived and
immediately handcuffed and
arrested him. The police kicked
him in front of his two children.
A SWAT member fired his gun
twice at a gutter as he ordered the
women and children to stop crying.
The demolition along Agham
Road continued until January 31
with more than 600 individuals
forced to put up temporary shelters
on the islands in the middle of
the road. The displaced residents
were brought to relocation sites in
Rodriguez, Rizal and in Bulacan on
February 9.
Trumped up charges, illegal
arrests and detention

There were 70 persons
arrested and detained in the first
quarter of 2014.
Members of the 39th IBPA
illegally arrested nine farmers
and rubber tappers on March 10
in Matanao, Davao del Sur. The
nine were on their way to Brgy.
Savoy, Matanao to attend a town
fiesta when soldiers and policemen
blocked their way. The military
accused the farmers of being NPA
members who allegedly attacked
the Matanao Police Station in
the morning of March 10. The
military confiscated the voter’s
identification cards and driver’s
licenses presented to them.
Julito Sales, Joey Alberca,
Roger Natonton, John Rey
Pabillo and Christopher Sales
are members of Free Tappers
Federation, an association
of small rubber planters and
tappers. Renante Orot is a
member of Piston (a drivers’
organization), while Laudemer
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to the precinct later but was not
informed where his parents were.
He was instead given a slip of paper
with “PNP-IG (Intelligence Group),
Camp Crame, Quezon City” written
on it.
The following day, “Mar” and
his aunt sought the assistance
of Karapatan to search for the
couple in Camp Crame. Officials
at the PNP-IG denied they had
the Almontes, but confirmed their
arrest. Later, the couple were
located in Camp Vicente Lim in
Canlubang, Laguna. On January
13, Gloria and Dionisio were
transferred to Camp Crame.
Dionisio is charged with
rebellion, kidnapping with murder
and frustrated murder while Gloria
is charged with rebellion.
On February 17, combined
forces of the PNP and the AFP
rearrested former political detainee
Romulo Bito-on, Jr, 49, in
Talisay City, Negros Occidental for
fabricated charges of murder and
arson. A trade union organizer
and regional coordinator of
Trumped-up charges
Makabayan, Bito-on was following
up a project of Dole workers when
In the evening of January 9,
he was arrested. He is currently
at least 20 policemen barged into
detained at the Talisay Police
the apartment of Dionisio and
Station in Negros Occidental.
Gloria Almonte in Valenzuela
Earlier, in April 2010, the PNP
City. They showed an arrest
arrested
Bito-on in Bacolod City
warrant to Dionisio, who could not
read the document because he was by virtue of a “John Doe” warrant.
not wearing his eyeglasses. He was He was detained at the provincial
jail. Later Bito-on was arraigned
immediately handcuffed.
without the benefit of a preliminary
Two separate vehicles awaited
investigation to establish probable
the couple. Their 16-year-old
cause. The prosecutor failed to
son, “Mar”, was left inside the
present a witness to the case. Thus,
apartment as the policemen
Bito-on was granted bail. The
searched the place. A laptop and
court temporarily dismissed the
personal items, and documents
arson charges against Bito-on in
were taken.
March 2011.
Dionisio and Gloria were first
In November 2012, Bito-on
brought to the local precinct in
Brgy. Ugong, Valenzuela City before filed an administrative complaint
they were taken to yet an unknown with the Supreme Court against a
prosecutor and a judge for “gross
location. “Mar” was also brought
Gama is Secretary General of
Nagkahiusang Mag-uuma sa Davao
del Sur (NAMADDS) and Regional
Coordinator of the Anakpawis
partylist organization. Rufoboy
Gama and Noel Maranggit
are members of the South
Cotabato Farmers Association for
Development (SOCFAND).
The Matanao PNP charged
the nine with murder, frustrated
murder, robbery-in-band and
malicious mischief. They are
currently detained in two separate
jails in Davao del Sur.
In the afternoon of March
25, members of the Criminal
Investigation and Detection Group
(CIDG) took Christopher, Rufoboy
and Orot from their prison cell.
The three underwent interrogation
from 5:00 p.m. until 3:00 a.m.
of the following day. Laudemer,
Julieto and Noel were taken to the
Hagonoy precinct and interrogated
on March 26. The CIDG members
offered them the government’s
witness protection program.
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ignorance and misapplication of
the law in trumped-up charges”.
Andrea Rosal, 31, is the
daughter of the former spokesperson
of the Communist Party of the
Philippines, the late Gregorio “Ka
Roger” Rosal. Andrea is on the last
trimester of her pregnancy.
On March 27, agents of the
Anti-Organized Crime Division
(AOCD) of the National Bureau
Investigation (NBI) and Intelligence
Service of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (ISAFP) arrested Rosal
and Edward Lazanas for false
charges of murder and kidnapping
with murder.
They were detained at the
NBI headquarters in Manila. The
two underwent interrogation for a
whole day. Lazanas’s interrogators
slapped him. The agents threatened
to skin his soles and let him walk
on salt if he did not admit being a
member of the NPA. Meanwhile,
Andrea complained of abdominal
cramps but was not allowed to see
her doctor until the next day.
On April 3, Rosal was
transferred to the Camp Bagong
Diwa-Female dormitory. Lazanas
ended up in the BJMP-SICA.
During the Cory Aquino
presidency, the military from
the Southern Luzon Command
abducted Andrea, then three
years old, to pressure Ka Roger
to surrender.
Trumped-up criminal charges
cum planted evidence
As national consultants of
the NDFP in the on-going peace
negotiations with the GPH,
Benito Tiamzon and Wilma
Austria-Tiamzon travelled to
different parts of the country to
hold consultations especially on
socio-economic issues. Before
their arrest, they visited super
typhoon Yolanda-devastated areas
in Eastern Visayas to look into
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and help in the rehabilitation and
rebuilding of communities.
On March 22, the Tiamzons
rented a Starex van from Rex and
Lorraine “Nona” Villaflor for
a trip to Negros Oriental. They
arranged with the Villaflors to
drop them off at Aloguinsan, Cebu
City, where they can proceed on
their own, with Wilma’s caregiver,
Arlene Panea.
The Tiamzons were renting part
of the Villaflor’s house. Rex was a
data encoder in Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO). The Villaflors
were also into online selling, aside
from renting out their Starex
van to augment their income.
Joel Enano works for them as
contractual driver and mechanic.
At 2:30 p.m. of the same day,
a Carcar police vehicle and at least
three motorcycles blocked the
Starex van at the boundary of San
Fernando and Aloguinsan. Several
men, some in police uniforms
while others in civilian clothes,
surrounded the van. They all
had high-powered rifles. Several
vehicles arrived after 30 minutes,
with more armed men all in
civilian clothes. Some identified
themselves as CIDG members.
They ordered the five to get
off the van, raise their hands,
and line up beside the armed
men’s vehicles. The men then

handcuffed the Tiamzons and the
three others.
A policeman read to the
Tiamzons a supposed photocopy
of a supposed warrant of
arrest. The policeman refused
to show the document to the
Tiamzons when asked. The police
also failed to show even a fictional
warrant of arrest to Rex Villaflor,
Enano and Panea nor give any
reason for their arrest.
Meanwhile, Lorraine Villaflor
and Jeosi Nepa on board a rented
Innova car took the same route on
their way to Barangay Valencia,
Cebu. At past 3:00 p.m., they
noticed the build-up of traffic as
vehicles blocked the road. They
learned of the on-going arrest
operation because they were
advised to turn back.
The two were on their way
to visit a farm in Valencia, Cebu
owned by Nepa’s aunt, a real
estate agent who requested her

niece to visit her to discuss some
business proposals. Interested in
the business opportunity, Lorraine
went along. Nepa’s aunt rented the
Innova for them.
As Lorraine was turning back,
a member of the CIDG approached
and invited them for questioning.
Lorraine asked why but the CIDG
personnel did not answer. Lorraine
and Nepa were told to get off as
three police men got in and took
over the vehicle. They then asked
Lorraine and Nepa to join them.
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At around 2:00 a.m., March
23, Lorraine was asked to check
the inventory of things taken from
their Innova and from their bags:
broadband sticks, cellphone SIM
cards, cellphones and the laptop
owned by the Villaflors, ATM cards
and the salary of Rex Villaflor for
the month of February. Lorraine
signed the list of inventory but she
was not given a copy.
Similarly, Rex made an
inventory of the things from the
Starex van and from their bags:
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in Lahug, Cebu. The chief of
police and a lawyer met with the
Villaflors and offered protection if
they cooperated.
At around 11:00 a.m., they were
brought to the Mactan airport to
board a plane to Manila. At 1:00
p.m., they arrived in Manila and
were brought to the CIDG-NCR
office in Camp Crame, Quezon
City. It was only at around 3:00
p.m., 24 hours after their arrest,
that the Tiamzons were able to
confer with their counsels from

Andrea Rosal,
pregnant daughter
of the late Ka Roger
Rosal, detained
under false charges.

Wilma Tiamzon-Austria (far left),
Benito Tiamzon (in cap) confer with
their lawyers from the PILC and NUPL .

While still inside the vehicles,
all seven were already being
interrogated. When they got to the
AFP Central Command (CentCom)
they were again interrogated, this
time separately. They were not
allowed to see their lawyers who
arrived later. Nepa’s interrogators
even threatened she could be killed
if she refused to tell the truth. After
several hours of interrogation, their
fingerprints, handprints and mug
shots were taken.

flash drives, cash, laptop, tablet,
identification cards, and Wilma’s
medicines. There were also three
puppies and four cats. Rex signed
the inventory. Neither inventories
listed guns and explosives that
would later become the basis of
their arrest. There was no receipt
of the confiscated items issued to
the Villaflors.
At around 4:00 a.m., the
Tiamzons and five companions
were transferred to a camp

the Public Interest Law Center
(PILC) and the National Union
of People’s Lawyers (NUPL). The
lawyers asked to see the warrant
of arrest and the charges against
their clients, but the police could
not show any. The police allowed
only 30 minutes for the Tiamzons
to consult with their lawyers, and
within their hearing distance. At
4:30 p.m., the police transferred all
seven to the PNP Custodial Center
where they are currently detained.
(See related article on page 23-24.)
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Peasant leader and coordinator
of the National Federation of Sugar
Workers (NFSW) and Kilusang
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMPNegros) Remegio Espinas was
arrested on January 28 after he
was falsely charged with illegal
possession of firearms.
On January 27, Espinas who
is asthmatic decided to stay
for the evening in the house of
farmer Landoy dela Torre.
At around 6:00 a.m., the next
day, at least 12 members of the
Philippine Army’s 32nd Division
Reconnaissance Company arrived
at dela Torre’s house.  The soldiers
forcibly entered the house despite
the owner’s objections. While
some soldiers held Espinas and
dela Torre at gunpoint, the others
searched the house.
A soldier attempted to plant a
.45 caliber ammunition clip in the
house while supposedly searching.
Dela Torre saw this
and protested. Later,
a soldier showed a
.38 caliber revolver
allegedly found inside
a sack of palay.
At around 5:00
p.m. two policemen
from Himamaylan
City arrived and
interrogated Espinas.
In the evening, the
police brought Espinas
and dela Torre to
the Carabalan police
detachment. De la
Torre was released the
following day.
Espinas is now at
the Himamaylan City
BJMP with charges
of illegal possession of firearms
filed in a Himamaylan court. The
military alleges that he is “Biboy
Espinas”, who has murder charges
filed against him in Bacolod City.
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Stop the killings, resume peace
talks: a global concern

With the dismal human
rights record of the US-Aquino
regime, solidarity groups from
different parts of the world
expressed their condemnation of
the series of killings and illegal
arrests and detention in the first
quarter of 2014.
The Hong Kong Campaign
for the Advancement of Human
Rights and Peace in the Philippines
(HKCAHRPP) assailed “the culture
of impunity that was the trademark
of Gloria Arroyo’s regime that
persists under the administration
of BS Aquino” as it raised
particular concern on the massacre
of the Ligiw family in Abra. Many
migrant workers in Hong Kong
come from the Cordillera Region.
The Canada chapter of the
International Coalition for Human
Rights in the Philippines (ICHRP),

in an open letter addressed to BS
Aquino stated, “Your government’s
commitment to human rights has
lost its credibility. The Aquino
government is following the pattern
of past President Gloria MacapagalArroyo who played deaf and blind
to the extrajudicial killings that
escalated into a crisis during her
administration which to this day,
has remained unabated.”
The group demanded to “effect
the immediate withdrawal of
Oplan Bayanihan, the Philippine
government’s counterinsurgency
program, to demonstrate its serious
intent to observe the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
all the major international human
rights instruments to which it is a
party and signatory to.”
Also, the killing of Romeo
Capalla of Oton, Panay has called
the attention of the ICHRPToronto, Canada as it expressed its

condemnation of the BS Aquino administration’s “silence about these
extrajudicial killings being committed almost every week since the
beginning of 2014 ... Mr. President,
we are waiting to hear you publicly
declaring that these killings must
stop now... Mr. President, justice
must be done NOW to Romeo
Capalla and the other victims of
extrajudicial killing!”
In Europe, the Chair of the
Global Council of the ICHRP, Rev.
Canon Barry Naylor, also wrote to
President Aquino about the Capalla
killing. He asked BS Aquino for “an
end to the policy of automatically
labelling and targeting of
human rights defenders as
‘members of front organizations
of the Communist Party of the
Philippines’ and ‘enemies of
the state’; withdrawal of Oplan
Bayanihan, your government’s
counter-insurgency program, that

15

you know very well victimizes
innocent and unarmed civilians;
observation of and adherence
to the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and all the major
human rights instruments that
your government is party to and
signatory of.”
The Canada-Philippines
Solidarity for Human Rights and
the Victoria-Philippine Solidarity
Group expressed their outrage
over the killing of William
Bugatti, a human rights worker
in Ifugao. The groups reminded
BS Aquino of a letter they sent
on March 27, 2013 regarding the
serious threats against human
rights and development workers
in the Cordillera Region where
they called attention to the
“recent incidents of harassment,
surveillance and political
vilification. In that Open Letter,
we mentioned individual human

Human rights advocates and
solidarity groups call for
justice for victims of human
rights violations under the
BS Aquino presidency.
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rights workers and one of them
was William Bugatti!”
“When human rights defenders
are killed and harassed by the
government military and police
agents, what else would guarantee
that human rights are upheld and
protected in your land?” asked the
Philippines-Australia Solidarity
Association (PASA) in a letter to BS
Aquino condemning the Bugatti
murder and harassment of human
rights lawyer Atty. Ma. Catherine
Dannug-Salucon.
“The Philippines has been at
the receiving end in its international relations with Australia,
a country which declared itself
to be a land of fair go, non-discrimination, and where human
and democratic rights are respected. We know huge amounts
of Australian financial aid goes
to poverty alleviation, education,
disaster relief and rehabilitation,
and military assistance
for human rights projects... But this does not
augur well for human
rights if violations are
committed with impunity,” PASA reminded the
Philippine government.
The Communications
Workers Union of Victoria,
Australia also wrote a
letter to the President
demanding justice for all
victims of extrajudicial
killings and illegal arrests
and detention.
In a statement, the
Asia Pacific Committee
for Human Rights in the
Philippines (APCHRP)
condemned the illegal arrest of
Benito Tiamzon, Wilma Austria
and five others. “The GPH is
imperiling the peace negotiations
as well as violating agreement
that it has signed with the NDFP
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with the arrest of Tiamzon and
Austria,” APCHRP said. “With this
new development, it is hard not to
cast doubt on the sincerity of the
Philippine government to pursue
peace when their actions clearly
run counter to their statements,”
APCHRP stated.
On the other hand, HKCAHRPP
said in a statement, “We are
very much concerned that their
(Tiamzon and Austria’s) illegal
arrest shall push the peace negotiations further in danger of collapse.”
“The Tiamzons should
be released immediately and
unconditionally. Instead of
arresting NDFP personnel, the
GPH should instead heed the calls
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for the resumption of the peace
negotiations based on previously
agreed upon system and process,”
Bruce Van Voorhis, co-convenor of
HKCAHRPP said.
Lastly, the New Zealand
members of the International
Coalition for Human Rights in the
Philippines expressed their dismay
over the latest developments in
the Philippines, defining what
they call the 3-D Aquino legacy:
“Disappointing, Disastrous, and
Deadly Human Rights Record.”
“The New Zealand members of
the Coalition are dismayed at the
continuing impunity and frozen
peace talks between the Aquino
government and the NDFP. Pres.

BS Aquino is very far from doing
his best to leave a legacy of peace,
hope and faith in the Philippine
justice system,” Murray Horton,
Secretary of Philippines Solidarity
Network of Aotearoa said.
“New Zealand peace advocates
join the international community in
urging the Aquino government to do
the right thing: take the initiative to
resume formal peace talks, uphold
previously signed agreements and
immediately release the Tiamzons
and all unjustly detained NDFP
staff and consultants in the peace
negotiations,” Horton stated.

T

he US-Aquino regime is the main impediment to the improvement in the human rights situation in the country and for the peace process to prosper. The
US-inspired counter-insurgency program, Oplan Bayanihan, must be junked.
And, if the peace negotiation has to move forward, the US-Aquino regime must
be ready to resolve the root causes of the
armed conflict. A fascist and militarist
response, such as the Oplan Bayanihan,
would only worsen the problem and
further enrage the people. Peace negotiations should be resumed on the
basis of previously signed agreements.
Detained JASIG-protected NDFP peace
consultants and staff should be released.
Arrests, killings or abduction and disappearances should be stopped.
The Aquino regime may be emboldened by Obama’s
visit — a pat on Aquino’s back for his dismal human
rights record; a stamp of approval for the Aquino regime’s
crime of corruption against the Filipino people; and a
legitimization of the regime’s criminal negligence for its failure
to prepare for and respond to the needs of victims of typhoons
Yolanda, Pablo, Sendong.
With the recently signed EDCA, the Philippines has
become party to US occupation of and intervention in other
countries and the repression of the peoples of the world. Thus
the Filipino people find allies and form strong bond with the rest
of the struggling peoples of the world to defy and bring US imperialism
down, including its puppets like Aquino. ÿ

A
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grarian unrest is ever more escalating in
Hacienda Luisita.

Luisita farmers are the least inclined to believe the
Department of Agrarian Reform’s (DAR) announcement
that land distribution has already been completed in
Hacienda Luisita, President BS Aquino III’s erstwhile
6,453-hectare backyard. They don’t bite the lies. Not
when, lately, some of
the farmers have had
to stand vigil in their
fields, trying to tend
to both crops and
barricades amid the
threat of gun-toting
guards and bulldozers.
Not when various
corporate avatars of
the Cojuangco-Aquino
family, with increasing
impunity, can order the
arrest and mauling of
any hapless one of the
farmers who, ironically,
are called dubiously by
the DAR as “land reform
beneficiaries”.
To date, CojuangcoAquino entities such as
the Tarlac Development
Corporation (TADECO),
the Luisita Realty
Corporation (LRC),
the sugar mill, Central
Azucarera de Tarlac (CAT) and banking conglomerate
RCBC are engaged in aggressive “landgrab sprees”
targetting agricultural areas and farmland made
productive by the bungkalan (tillage) campaign of the
farmworkers’ alliance, AMBALA.
Areas are grabbed through brute force – Cojuangco
security men and hired thugs hold farmers at gunpoint
while bulldozing crops and burning homes. Those
who dare voice out their grievances are mauled, and
instantly arrested by Tarlac policemen and fully-armed
Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) teams.
The police, soldiers and auxiliary forces of the
Northern Luzon Command roam communities and
farmlands. Hundreds of farmers face trumped-up
criminal charges filed by the Cojuangcos before local
courts, while justice remains elusive to victims of the
2004 Hacienda Luisita massacre, subsequent political
killings and other human rights violations.
Last January 16, Luisita farmworkers of AMBALA
and the Unyon ng mga Manggagawa sa Agrikultura
(UMA) and supporters led by Anakpawis Partylist
Representive Fernando Hicap, trooped to the
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Department of Justice (DOJ) office in Manila to seek
redress for rights violations perpetrated by the powerful
Cojuangco-Aquino family. In a dialogue that same day,
Justice Undersecretary Francisco Baraan promised the
farmworkers that the DOJ will create a special panel to
address the Luisita cases.
But rights violations against farmers have instead
intensified. While Luisita farmers tried to bring
their grievances to
authorities in Manila,
Tarlac local government
units helped the
Cojuangcos retain vast
agricultural plots in the
hacienda.
On January 22,
while hundreds of other
Luisita farmers marched
to commemorate an
infamous massacre of
peasants in Mendiola,
Manila, farmer Manuel
Gomez, 60, of AMBALA
had to stay behind
in Barangay Cutcut
to stand vigil over
ricefields. He tried to
argue with employees
to stop placing
markers for TADECO
in contested areas in
Barangay Cutcut. He
suffered injuries after
an agitated Cojuangco
hireling attacked him with a huge metal digger. The
men who introduced themselves as DAR employees did
nothing to help Gomez.
Farmers from Barangay Cutcut led by AMBALA
successfully stalled several attempts by TADECO to
fence off agricultural land in their village – but only
until the last days of March.

In Hacienda Luisita,
P-Noy’s PPP stands for:

P-Noy’s birthday treat to Hacienda Luisita farmers
Luisita farmers in Barangay Balete suffered the
most cruel treat from the Presidential family right on BS
Aquino’s birthday last February 8.
Farmer Wilfredo Sibayan, husband of AMBALA
Chairperson Florida, was held at gunpoint as TADECO
security guards destroyed their hut. Two other farmers
— Abelardo Mallari and Edgar Aganon — suffered the
same fate.
The hut of farmer Eddie Castro was razed to the
ground by security guards of Tadeco. That same
morning, the hut of Ricky Flores was also dismantled.
His son, Jerome, 16, with his cellphone’s camera,
attempted to take a video of their hut being destroyed.
(Continued on page 18)
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The guards pointed their guns at the youngster and
forcibly brought him to the police. He was subsequently
released upon the intervention of Tarlac City Councilor
Emmy Ladera-Facunla.
On the same night of the president’s birthday,
the hut of farmer Eddie de Castro was set on fire. The
following day, the farm huts of Renan de la Peña and
Conrado Dacanay were also destroyed. The only hut
spared in the 260-hectare agricultural land in Balete
village is the one owned by Jesus Flores, but which has
long been taken over and transformed into an outpost
by TADECO security guards.
Farmers, like Rudy Pineda, his wife and eight young
children, chose to remain in the area to look after
their remaining crops. They stayed in makeshift tents.
TADECO security chief Villamor Lagunero and Mauro
Dela Cruz, head of the Great Star Security Agency,
threatened that the farmers will be arrested if they
insist on tending to their crops. Today, Pineda and his
family stay in a small hut adjacent to AMBALA’s “kubol”
or farmhut serving as the alliance’s headquarters. It
stands beside TADECO’s concrete fences in Barangay
Balete. AMBALA members now tend to farm animals
and newly-planted vegetables on the easement area
outside TADECO walls.

that there is a standing agreement to maintain “status
quo” between TADECO security and Cutcut farmers
represented by AMBALA. Other police personnel on the
scene were identified as SPO3 BALOT, SPO1 ABELLA &
PO2 BERNARDO.
On March 28, about 2 pm, around 20 TADECO
security personnel led by MAURO DELA CRUZ, JOVITO
SUELEN, RODRIGO and a certain PALOMAR attacked
farmers with hammers and shovels. Police and soldiers
were on the site where the farmers were beaten up.
Farmer Jerry Mesa, 45, who was hit by a hammer on
the head, was rushed to the Tarlac Provincial Hospital
for treatment. Other farmers suffered various injuries.
Instead of intervening to stop the TADECO men
who instigated the attack, the police arbitrarily arrested
farmers. Those nabbed were identified as Marcelino
Lugay, Ofelia “Pia” Hernandez, and Romeo “Fernan”
Corpuz. Lugay and Hernandez were brought to police
headquarters in Tarlac City, while Corpuz, a brother of
Rudy, was also rushed to the Tarlac Provincial Hospital
due to heart problems. Corpuz was placed under
hospital arrest.
TADECO security guards then proceeded to
dismantle AMBALA’s kubol in Barangay Cutcut. Police
and soldiers served as “security” while TADECO guards
demolished AMBALA’s farmhut. Confiscated were the
Landgrab spree
alliance’s belongings which include, among others, a
television and DVD set, a loudspeaker, a handtractor
Nearly a thousand hectares of prime agricultural
land are now fenced off with barbed wires and concrete. set with engine, a deep well set and a waterpump,
kitchen ware and utensils, assorted farm tools,
Since March 14, security forces of the CAT sugar mill,
implements and seeds.
where Presidential sister Kris Aquino sits as a board
Policemen and soldiers terrorized the entire
member, has been bulldozing and fencing off hundreds
community
as they roamed around Barangay Cutcut
of hectares of agricultural land in Brgy. Mapalacsiao
hunting
down
AMBALA leaders. They conducted
and Central in Tarlac City and parts of Brgy. Parang
warantless
raids
and randomly confiscated cellular
in Concepcion town. CAT and TADECO guards also
phones
of
residents.
demolished a hut maintained by AMBALA in Sitio
TADECO security men who instigated the attack
Maligaya, Mapalacsiao. The eviction was undertaken
quickly
filed charges of physical assault against the
with police assistance.
arrested
farmers. Hernandez and Lugay were released
Last March 24, AMBALA leader Rudy Corpuz, 59,
after
the
local prosecutor found injuries among the
sustained six stitches due to head injuries after an
farmers.
Corpuz
is still confined due to heart problems.
assault by a certain Faustino Corpuz (not related to
TADECO
continues
to bulldoze lands and to set
Rudy), one of the men hired by TADECO to set up fences
up
fences
to
bar
farmers
from tending to their crops.
around the agricultural lots in Barangay Cutcut. Two
AMBALA
asserts
that
around
a thousand hectares of
days later, residents noticed the build-up of TADECO
prime
land
including
contested
TADECO property were
security personnel along with the unusual deployment
cunningly
excluded
by
the
DAR
and the Cojuangcoof police forces. Fifteen policemen in two official
Aquinos
from
land
distribution.
But they are covered by
vehicles and an 8-man SWAT team armed with highthe
2012
decision
of
the
Supreme
Court to distribute all
powered rifles were deployed to assist TADECO guards
agricultural
land
in
Hacienda
Luisita
to farmworkers.
in fencing off agricultural lands. Ten soldiers from the
In
HLI,
President
BS
Aquino’s
PPP
stands for
3rd Mechanized Battalion were also spotted.
“panloloko,
pandarahas,
pangangamkam.”
The
On March 27, police officers identified as S/INSP.
Cojuangco-Aquino’s
aggressive
landgrab
spree
serves
GALICIA and SPO3 GARCIA, bluntly told AMBALA
an
actual
PPP
or
public-private-partnership
project
leaders to let TADECO personnel “peacefully do their
– the Luisita Ecozone – a grand scheme to convert
job” of fencing off agricultural land from use by the
farmers. Those who trooped to the scene told the police the estate into a commercial and industrial hub. In
the meantime, the CAT and presidential kin maintain
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If real land distribution is not carried out and if
control of the vast sugarcane plantation through
financier dummies, the aryendo system, and the block- terror continues to reign in the area, we just might see
a situation not unlike the period which led to the tragic
farming scheme endorsed by the DAR. Genuine land
reform and justice are nowhere in sight for thousands of Hacienda Luisita massacre of 2004. ÿ
Luisita farm workers.
DATE OF
INCIDENT

VIOLATION/S

PLACE OF
INCIDENT

VICTIMS

ALLEGED
PERPETRATORS

Dec 2013 - Jan
2014

Eviction of farmers, fencing of agricultural Balete, Tarlac City
land, coercion, threat

50 farmer-families

Jan 16

Harassment, coercion, fencing of
agricultural land

Cutcut II, Tarlac City

Farmworker-beneficiaries (FWBs) TADECO, Great Star security

Jan 22

Assault, physical injury

Cutcut II, Tarlac City

Manuel Gomez, 60 y.o. (farmer)

DAR personnel

Feb 2

Bulldozing of farmland, harassment,
threats

Cutcut II, Tarlac City

FWBs

TADECO, Great Star security
personnel

Feb 8 onwards

Eviction of farmers; arson; demolition
of homes; destruction of property;
bulldozing of crops; looting of crops &
farm animals

Balete, Tarlac City

15 farmer-families

TADECO, Great Star security
personnel

Feb 8

Assault, illegal detention of a minor

Balete, Tarlac City

Jerome Flores, 16 y.o.
(farmer’s son)

TADECO, Great Star security
personnel

Mar 14
onwards

Eviction of farmers, coercion, fencing of
agricultural land

Mapalacsiao & Central,
Tarlac City; Parang,
Concepcion

50 farmer-families

Central Azucarera de Tarlac
(CAT), TADECO security with PNP
assistance

Mar 18

Destruction of farmhut, crops

Mapalacsiao, Tarlac City AMBALA-Mapalacsiao chapter

CAT & TADECO with PNP
assistance

Mar 19

Detention due to filing of fabricated
charges (harassment suit)

Tarlac City

Florida Sibayan
Julius Loveland (AMBALA)

TADECO (complainant)

Mar 24

Assault, physical injury

Cutcut II, Tarlac City

Rudy Corpuz, 59 y.o.
(AMBALA)

TADECO hired personnel

Mar 24
onwards

Eviction of farmers; fencing of agricultural Cutcut II, Tarlac City
land

100 farmer-families

TADECO with PNP-SWAT & 3rd
Mech Bn assistance

Mar 28

Assault, physical injury

Cutcut II, Tarlac City

Jerry Mesa, 45 y.o., & other
farmers

TADECO, Great Star Security

Arson; destruction & confiscation of
property

Cutcut II, Tarlac City

AMBALA-Cutcut chapter

TADECO security w/ PNP/AFP
assistance

Illegal arrest & detention

Cutcut II,
Tarlac City

Marcelino Lugay
Ofelia Hernandez
Romeo Corpuz, 51 y.o.

PNP/SWAT with TADECO security
men

Harassment, warantless raids

Cutcut II,
Tarlac City

Bgy. Cutcut residents

PNP/SWAT and 3rd Mech Bn

Filing of “harassment suits”

Tarlac City

63 Luisita farmers including
Florida Sibayan of AMBALA,
& Tarlac City Councilor Emily
Ladera-Facunla

TADECO, Tarlac PNP

Jan – Mar

TADECO, Great Star security &
hired personnel; w/ PNP & 3rd
Mech Bn, PA assistance
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he case of Andrea Rosal exemplifies the dreadful
situation in Philippine prisons and detention
centers. Rosal is a woman political prisoner whose
only offense, if one would consider it as such, is
being the daughter of the late spokesperson of the
Communist Party of the Philippines Ka Roger Rosal.
She faces charges of murder and kidnapping with
murder after she was arrested in Caloocan City on
March 27. To make things worse for Andrea, 28, she
is now in her full term and due to give birth to a baby
girl anytime soon. This is her first pregnancy and she
barely knows what to expect.
Rosal was first brought to the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) headquarters in Manila where she
was kept in a cramped and extremely hot cell most
unfit for a pregnant woman. While at the NBI jail, she
complained of abdominal cramps but there was no
doctor to check her up. The jail nurse only asked her to
fill up a form for her medical certificate.
Andrea was allowed to see her doctor two
days after her arrest and was prescribed hospital
confinement and other laboratory procedures.
Instead of immediately granting her court motion for
immediate hospital confinement, she was transferred
to the female dormitory for detainees in Camp
Bagong Diwa, Taguig City.
Rule 48 of the United Nations Rules for the Treatment
of Women Prisoners and Non-Custodial Measures for
Women Offenders: Pregnant or breastfeeding women
prisoners shall receive advice on their health and diet
under a programme to be drawn up and monitored by
qualified health practitioner. Adequate and timely
food, a healthy environment and regular exercise
opportunities shall be provided free of charge for
pregnant women, babies, children and breastfeeding
mothers… Women prisoners shall not be discouraged
from breastfeeding their children, unless there are
specific health reasons to do so.

Andrea currently shares the cell with 24 other
female detainees, some of whom are also political
prisoners. Each cell has only a window built along the
building’s corridor; no window is built where fresh air
and sunlight could get through.
Due to her arrest, Andrea did not have the
chance to prepare for the baby’s needs, such as
diapers, clothes, etc. She has to stop taking her
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supplements and has to make do with prison food
rations, usually just rice and a meagre amount of
fish or boiled vegetable.
When Andrea gives birth, she is reportedly
given only 24 hours to be with her baby, a very short
period for her to feed her child with colostrum and
eventually breastfeed her.
The threat of separation hanging over Andrea
and her baby violates the recommendations of the
World Health Organization (WHO) on breastfeeding
and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
The WHO recommends exclusive breastfeeding for
six months and sustained breastfeeding for more
than two years. Breasfeeding should be done in
an environment where both baby and mother are
properly fed and cared for, where the mother can
also have the health and stamina to nurture her
child, free from unnecessary stress and discomfort.
Article 7 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child
stipulates that the child has the right to know and be
cared for by his or her parents.
The male political prisoners detained in the
nearby facility described the condition at the Female
Dorm as too strict and rigid, “hindi yata alam ng mga
gwardya na hindi na martial law ngayon” (It would seem
the guards assigned in the female dorm are not aware
that martial law had been lifted). The guards are
stricter than in other detention facilities.
Sunning privileges in prisons are limited and
detainees are only allowed to exercise at the already
cramped corridors of the building. Reading materials
are often not allowed, even writing materials.
Medicines, even those prescribed by doctors, are
subject to the warden’s approval. Once approved, the
detainees have to get their medicine at the Warden’s
office on a daily basis.
Prisoners in detention facilities go through these
conditions every single day. Some prisons may even
be worse than those that were already reported.
The prisoners can either get used to it or suffer each
day. But for human rights standards, this may be
considered torture, or cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment of prisoners, which are prohibited

under the 1987 Philippine Constitution and the AntiTorture law.
Frequently violated are provisions in international
instruments such as the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the Standard
Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners; and,
the Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and
Non-Custodial Measures for Women Offenders (or the
Bangkok Rules).
The cruel conditions in jail are, by and large, a
result of the framework of retribution and punishment
in the Philippine prison system. Prisoners are
punished by depriving them of their basic rights to
speedy justice, nutrition and food, decent shelter,
clean and potable water, among others.
As of March 31, 2014 there are 489 political
prisoners in detention centers nationwide who are in
squalid and punitive conditions of prison.
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners: All accommodation provided for the use of
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Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners: Every person shall, in accordance with local
or national standards, be provided with a separate bed,
and with separate and sufficient bedding which shall
be clean when issued, kept in good order and changed
often enough to ensure its cleanliness.

At the New Bilibid Prisons in Muntinlupa where
convicted prisoners are detained, political prisoners
in the Medium Security Compound occupy one cell
with some 80-90 other inmates. The cell can only
accommodate 30 persons at most. With these small
rooms, inmates sleep lying sideways or merely sitting.
At night, the lavatory becomes a sleeping quarter by
putting a cover on the toilet bowl. In Building 4, some
inmates sleep on the corridors. They even have to pay
PhP100 (~USD2) per month for the use of electricity.
In SICA-2, a 3x5 meter cell accommodates 12
detainees, while in SICA-1 the same size of cell has
6-7 detainees.
As of July 2013, the seven prisons and penal
farms of the Bureau of Corrections (BuCor)Department of Justice (DOJ) has 38,003 prisoners,
far from its declared capacity at 16,091. Jails under
prisoners and in particular all sleeping accommodation
the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology
shall meet all requirements of health, due regard being
paid to climatic conditions and particularly to cubic
(BJMP)-Department of Interior and Local
content of air, minimum floor space, lighting, heating,
Government (DILG) and the Philippine National
and ventilation.
Police (PNP) operate at an average of 260% above
capacity. As of September 2013 these jails have
Very near Andrea’s detention cell is the Special
72,922 prisoners. Manila City Jail, with an official
Intensive Care Area-2 (SICA-2) in Camp Bagong
capacity of 1,000 inmates has 3,148 prisoners as of
Diwa. In SICA-2 are 274 detainees arrested during
and immediately after the Zamboanga City stand-off September 2013.
Even Commissioner Jose Mamauag of the
between the government and members of the Moro
Commission on Human Rights (CHR) cited in his
National Liberation Front (MNLF) in September
paper Persons Deprived of Liberties: A Human Rights
2013. In a statement released in February, political
Situationer that “prisons and jails in the country are
prisoner Alan Jazmines said the Moro detainees are
generally in subhuman conditions; they have lost their
“made to suffer more overly cruel and repressive
functionality, utility and habitability.” The congestion
conditions and treatment…”
rate on a national average is 292%. In Metro Manila
Jazmines, a peace consultant of the NDFP, is
jails, there is only 0.89 square meter per inmate.
detained in the adjacent building, SICA-1.
In 2011, the National Statistical Coordination
“SICA-2 detainees are kept padlocked for
Board (NSCB) cited the occupancy rate of jails is
practically the whole day and their cells are opened
already four times their capacity, and is increasing.
for only about an hour a day for them to be able to
This situation, meanwhile, is in direct contrast
exercise along the corridor of their wing—even if they
still have some difficulty to do so because the corridor with the very comfortable situation of wealthy
then becomes very crowded,” Jazmines elaborated. “... inmates, who have comfortable cells, air-conditioning,
flat screen televisions, laptops, queen-size beds,
their food rations have to be given to them in scoops
lazy-boy recliners, lucrative drug businesses within
that need to be shoved through the gaps between the
the prison, and are allowed to go out of the prison
iron bars,” Jazmines said.
In January, jail authorities started putting up fixed compound any time of the day.
iron-sheet jalousies over the iron bars of all corridors
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
of SICA-2, depriving the detainees of fresh air and
Prisoners: Sick prisoners who require specialist
sunlight. Before the installation of the fixed iron-sheet
treatment
shall
be
transferred
to
specialized
institutions or to civil hospitals. Where hospital
jalousies, the SICA-2 detainees could extend their arms
facilities are provided in an institution, their equipment,
and open palms through the iron bars of the corridors,
furnishings, and pharmaceutical supplies shall be proper
as if pleading for the rays of sunlight to reach them.
for the medical care and treatment of sick prisoners,
“Since then, the SICA-2 detainees can no longer
and there shall be a staff of suitable trained officers.
see anything outside their jail and others outside can
no longer see them. And what remains of the very
Inmates at the National Bilibid Prison who seek
thin, hot, dry and rancid air inside their cells is now
medical attention are not admitted in the jail hospital
beginning to fry and suffocate them, especially as
unless one is nearly dying. The hospital is not even
summer is in the onset,” Jazmines said.
somewhere near the Medium Security premises. The
(Continued on page 22)
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nearest hospital is at the Maximum Security area, a
few kilometers away.
In September 2013, political detainee Alison
Alcantara died of fatal arrhythmia, sepsis and
health-care associated pneumonia. For several years,
Alcantara suffered from uncontrolled diabetes and
other complications. He had been in and out of the
prison hospital but did not receive proper medical
attention. Doctors of the Health Alliance for Human
Rights (HAHR) persistently requested for Alcantara’s
confinement at the Philippine General Hospital where
facilities and medical attention for his ailments are
available. He was only taken to the PGH when he fell
into a coma.
From January to September 2013, the BuCor and
the BJMP reported 571 deaths of inmate. Illnesses,
including cardio-pulmonary arrest and pulmonary
tuberculosis caused most of the deaths. Many were deprived of proper and timely medical attention. Asthma,
tuberculosis, beri-beri, diabetes, cataract, hepatitis and
other diseases are common among the detainees.
Currently, there are 48 political prisoners who
are suffering from various ailments and need proper
medical care, which the ill-equipped prison hospitals
cannot provide.
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners: Prisoners shall be required to keep their
persons clean, and to this end they shall be provided
with water and with such articles as are necessary
for health and cleanliness… Drinking water shall be
available to every prisoner whenever he needs it.

Water is scarce at the Medium Security unit of the
NBP. Detainees have to queue to get water. In worst
situations, the detainees will only get one gallon of
rust-colored water which they will use the whole day
for shower, laundry, and drinking.
In 2013, detainees in this facility were given their
ration of soap only two times the whole year instead of
their monthly ration. Yet, every day they are required
to wear the blue shirt issued to them by the Bureau
of Corrections. The Bureau issues only one shirt per
detainee for the duration of their stay at the facility.
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners: Every prisoner shall be provided by the
administration at the usual hours with food of
nutritional value adequate for health and strength of
wholesome quality and well prepared and served.

In all prisons in the Philippines, the situation
is the same: A detainee gets Php50.00 (a little
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more than USD1) food budget per day, divided into
Php10.00-Php20.00-Php20.00 for breakfast-lunchdinner. The detainees are served with a cup of rice
porridge for breakfast; a cup full of water boiled
with squash or sayote and a few pieces of leaves or
half a small can of sardines for lunch; and, an egg
or small fish and a cup of rice for dinner. Prisoners
are threatened against complaining about the food
rations given them. If they complain, they get
punished by jail authorities. The below standard
nutrition in jails exacerbates the poor health
situation of prisoners.
When NDFP peace consultant Ramon Patriarca
was detained in Cebu Provincial jail, he organized
inmates to demand for a raise in their Php50 food
budget. Their actions resulted in an additional 30peso daily food budget. But, as reprisal, Patriarca
was transferred and held incommunicado for more
than three years at the AFP Central Command
headquarters in Camp Lapu Lapu until he was
released on February 4, 2014, when charges against
him were dismissed.
At BJMP-SICA, political prisoner Rolando Laylo
grew his hair long to symbolically protest his illegal
arrest in 2012 and detention. A number of political
prisoners joined him. In December 2012, the guards
ganged up on Laylo and forced him on a bench. The
guards ordered a prisoner to forcibly cut Laylo’s hair
while armed men stood guard.
Worse, some prisoners are denied their right to
be heard and to due process when jail officers fail to
bring them to court hearings. Lame excuses such
as unavailability of vehicles, lack of fuel or escorts,
etc. Also, jail authorities would easily deny receipt of
notices of hearings.
At the BJMP female dorm, jail authorities use
“security reasons” to prevent political prisoners
from conferring with their lawyers, even on matters
of hearing schedules. This is not only denial of the
prisoners’ right to counsel but, it has also resulted in
hitches in schedules or non-attendance of detainees
in court proceedings, slowing down further the
resolution of their cases.
Visitors of political prisoners are not spared either.
In Camp Bagong Diwa visitors undergo finger printing
and strip search i.e., taking off clothes and underwear.
Refusal to go through the strip search may lead to
denial of entry and suspension of visitation rights of
the detainees. Visitors condemn this serious affront to
their dignity and personal privacy.

hile the government tramples on the rights of political detainees and other prisoners, it spends
PhP150,000 (USD3,500) monthly, or PhP5,000 (USD116) daily of people’s money for Janet Napoles to
enjoy the comforts of her “detention house”. The amount covers operating expenses, utilities, food and
maintenance and other needs of a person who defrauded billions of pesos of the people’s coffers and shared
them with government leaders. Napoles is named as one of the cogs in the corruption scandal which rocked the
BS Aquino government in 2013.
Such is the condemnable irony in a country ruled by an elite class which serves its own interest and that of
its foreign patrons, and not of the majority of the people. ÿ
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n February 2014, the Supreme Court (SC) ruled
to dismiss the petition for certiorari of evidence
by former Bayan Muna representative Satur
Ocampo. The petition questioned the order of the
Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Hilongos, Leyte Branch
18 and Manila RTC Branch 32 to arrest Ocampo et al
on the basis of a multiple murder charge against him
and his co-accused Randall Echanis, Rafael Baylosis,
Vicente Ladlad, Luis Jalandoni and Jose Maria Sison.
Ocampo was a member of the Peace Negotiation
Panel of the National Democratic Front of the
Philippines (NDFP) in the peace talks with the
Government of the Philippines (GRP) in 1986.
Echanis, Baylosis and Ladlad are NDFP peace
consultants in the current negotiations with
Jalandoni heading the NDFP panel. Sison is the
NDFP panel’s chief political consultant.
SC Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno stated
in the decision, “...The RTC of Manila, Branch 32, is
hereby ordered to proceed with dispatch with the
hearing of Criminal Case No. 08-262163.”
The multiple murder case involves an alleged
mass grave found by the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) in Sitio Sapang Daco, Brgy.
Kaulisihan, Inopacan, Leyte. According to the
military, bones found in the “mass grave” were of the
victims of the so-called purge by the New People’s
Army (NPA) in 1984.
The AFP’s witness claimed Satur Ocampo and
other leaders of the revolutionary movement ordered
the execution. At the time of the supposed purge,
Ocampo was a political prisoner of the Marcos
dictatorship. Saying he made a mistake, the AFP’s
witness then revised his affidavit – changing the year
the alleged killing happened from 1984 to 1985, when
Ocampo had already escaped from jail. Ocampo and
his lawyers never got a copy of the “revised affidavit”.
In March 2007, Ocampo was arrested for the said
charge. He posted bail.
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Portable bones

“This case is one of the two major cases which
Gloria Arroyo’s Inter-Agency Legal Action Group
(IALAG) cooked up to demonize the leadership of
the CPP/NPA/NDF,” Ocampo said.
“First, the rebellion case filed against me and 50
other persons, including legal democratic movement
leaders, progressive party-list representatives
and NDFP consultants in 2006, right after Gloria
Arroyo’s declaration of a state of emergency.
Second, the case in Inopacan,” Ocampo explained.
“This time, the IALAG cooked up this case which is
criminal in nature.”
The same bones found in a “mass grave” in
Inopacan town were already found earlier but in
another “mass grave” in Baybay town, Leyte in
2000. Karapatan-Central Visayas found out that
the mass grave in Baybay town was already used in
court against alleged NPA leaders and members in
said area.
Zacarias Piedad Sr., presented by the military
as an NPA surrenderee, claimed to have known
Antonieta Pegoria and Jaime Soledad, also a peace
consultant of the NDFP. The two, Piedad said, were
the NPA leaders who ordered the executions in
Baybay, Leyte.
During the court trial in 2000, some of the
remains Piedad identified were purportedly that
of Domingo Napoles, Leonardo Eras, Concepcion
Aragon, Juanita Aviola, Gregorio Eras and Paquito
Tronueva – the same names attributed to the
remains that would later be “discovered” in a
“mass grave” in Inopacan which Ocampo et al
were implicated.
NDFP peace consultant Jaime Soledad, a coaccused in the said case, was arrested in March
2008. He spent three years in jail and was released
in July 2011. On May 2, 2012, ten months later, he
was rearrested and again charged with murder.
In 2003, Piedad recanted his statement saying
he was under military custody at the time he made
his statements in 2000. The case in Baybay, Leyte
was dismissed. But, in September 2006, Piedad
issued another affidavit linking Ocampo et al to the
case, leading to Ocampo’s arrest in 2007.
Despite the obviously false charges against
Ocampo and the NDFP peace consultants, the SC
ruled, “Petitioners were accorded due process during preliminary investigation and in the issuance
of the warrants of arrest” and that “the political offense doctrine is not a ground to dismiss the charge
against petitioners prior to a determination by the
trial court that the murders were committed in furtherance of rebellion.”
At a time when the GPH finds every reason to
stall the peace talks, the stink of harassment reeks
as the SC decided that petitioners Echanis, Baylosis
and Ladlad shall “remain on temporary liberty
under the same bail granted by this Court until
(Continued on page 24)
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their actual participation as CPP-NDF consultants
in the peace negotiations with the government are
concluded or terminated, or until the termination of
the proceedings before the RTC Manila, whichever
is sooner.” Ocampo remains on “temporary liberty
under the same bail” granted by the SC until RTC
Manila comes out with a decision.
Meantime, the public hangs on as they await the
next appearance of the mysterious bones – those
that had already been buried in two places. Who
will be accused next? These portable evidences are
not unlike the AFP’s professional witnesses who go
around court hearings saying the same things in
support of the government’s false charges lodged
against activists.
On March 24, the Manila RTC conducted a
clarificatory hearing on the case of Ocampo et
al. This time, the names of the recently arrested
Benito Tiamzon and Wilma Austria-Tiamzon were
included. Both are leaders of the Communist Party
of the Philippines (CPP) and peace consultants of
the NDFP.
“This is a shotgun type of charge – shooting
many of us in just one case,” Ocampo exclaimed.

Dogs and cats

On March 22 Benito Tiamzon, Wilma AustriaTiamzon and five companions were arrested in
Carcar, Cebu.
This time puppies and cats magically
metamorphosed into guns and bombs – suspected
as planted evidence to justify the filing of charges
of illegal possession of firearms and explosives – a
formula the government/military/police often resort
to. Counsels of Tiamzon, Austria and the five others
arrested questioned the inquest proceedings, which
were conducted 44 hours after they were arrested,
making the arrest and detention illegal.
Tiamzon and Austria cried foul and called the
scheme a “squid tactic to camouflage and excuse
the anomalous and arbitrary suspension of the
JASIG and the freezing of the peace talks to make
way for all-out military offensives and all-out
shame campaign in the media.”
Shortly after, on April 8, charges of kidnapping
and serious illegal detention supposedly committed
26 years ago were filed against the couple before the
Quezon City RTC Branch 81. Tiamzon and Austria,
and their lawyers were informed of the arraignment
less than 24 hours before. The two did not enter any
plea citing that they did not know of the charges
hurled against them.
The charges of kidnapping and serious illegal
detention were allegedly committed twice in 1988
– one in Tiaong and another in Mauban, both in
Quezon province. The cases were originally filed in
Lucena City. No one could explain how it ended up at
the Quezon City RTC.

Atty. Edre Olalia of the National Union of
People’s Lawyers (NUPL), one of the legal counsels
of the Tiamzons pointed out, “The revival of this old
case, as well as new cases the GPH can still invent,
serve as stumbling blocks in the peace process with
the NDFP.”
Tiamzon and Austria are now among the 14
NDFP consultants detained despite protection
provided by the JASIG. They are all charged
with trumped-up criminal cases that keep them
behind bars. The other detained consultants are
Tirso Alcantara, Emeterio Antalan, Leopoldo
Caloza, Pedro Codaste, Edgardo Friginal, Renante
Gamara, Alan Jazmines, Loida Magpatoc, Alfredo
Mapano, Eduardo Sarmiento, Eduardo Serrano,
and Jaime Soledad.
Worse, in December 2013, Sarmiento was convicted of illegal possession of firearms and explosives, a trumped-up charge. He was illegally arrested
on February 29, 2009 without a warrant. After his
abduction and torture, he was surfaced by the AFP
a week later. He was allegedly carrying a brown bag
with one fragmentation grenade near a mall. Two
other cases against him were earlier dismissed.
“With the JASIG being consistently violated
by the GPH, the Aquino government’s sincerity
in complying with previously signed agreements
is put into question. We cannot expect the peace
negotiations to move forward,” Atty. Olalia said.
The JASIG is signed by both state parties, the
GPH, then called the GRP, and the NDFP. JASIG
specifically states that “duly accredited persons
are guaranteed immunity from surveillance,
harassment, search, arrest, detention, prosecution
and interrogation or any other similar punitive
actions due to any involvement or participation in
the peace negotiations.”
According to Ocampo, “The abolition of the
IALAG is a mere token. The filing of trumped-up
criminal charges against NDFP peace consultants
and others in the people’s movement is now being
done directly by the administration and the military.”
The “no peace talks, just talk to my hand”
attitude of the BS Aquino administration is
obvious. Like his predecessors, BS Aquino is using
trumped-up charges to neutralize the revolutionary
movement, and not talk peace with them. Aquino
and his minions in the peace panel can no longer
sit at the negotiating table to discuss substantive
agenda with the NDFP to achieve peace that is based
on justice.
The GPH would rather go to the path of dirty
war, the supposed “matuwid na daan” is covered
with the blood of victims of extrajudicial killings,
torture, enforced disappearances, illegal arrests
and detention, forced evacuations and intense
military operations in communities.
Talking peace with the CPP/NPA/NDFP is not in
the interest of the US-Aquino regime. ÿ
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ML victimS’ fight for justice...
O

n February 13, Malacañang announced the
formation of the Human Rights Victims Claims
Board (HRVCB or Aquino Claims Board), a year
after the passage of Republic Act 10368 or the Human
Rights Victims Recognition and Reparation Act of 2013.
Pres. BS Aquino appointed as Chairperson Gen.
Lina Castillo-Sarmiento, retired two-star general of
the Philippine National Police. She also belonged
to martial law’s infamous Philippine Constabulary.
Appointed members of the HRVCB are Wilfred Asis,
Galuasch Ballaho, Byron Bocar, Jose Luis Martin
Gascon, Glenda Litong, Jacqueline Mejia, Aurora
Parong, and Erlinda Senturias.
BS Aquino did not appoint anyone from among the
nominees of SELDA and Tanggol Bayi, whose track record
of their involvement in the defense of human rights
and justice for martial law victims are beyond question.
RA 10368 states that the HRVCB should be composed
of individuals who have deep knowledge, skills and
experience in the defense of human rights especially
during martial law.
Sarmiento appointment: An affront to Martial
Law victims
SELDA strongly condemned the appointment of Gen.
Sarmiento as HRVCB chair. After a year of delay in the
formation of the Aquino Claims Board, Malacañang
showed utter insensitivity and committed a clear affront
to martial law victims by appointing as head of the Claims
Board a former police general and a member of the
defunct Philippine Constabulary.
The Philippine Constabulary, with the Armed Forces
of the Philippines, was the main machinery of the Marcos
dictatorship in committing the worst human rights
violations under martial law. The PC and its Metrocom
implemented violent dispersals, “salvaging”, enforced
disappearances, tortures, zoning of communities, mass
arrests, among others.
Martial law victims suffered another injustice in the
appointment of Gen. Sarmiento as head of the HRVCB.
The Aquino government made a mockery of the militant
struggle of the people against the Marcos dictatorship. In
appointing a police general as HRVCB head, the Aquino
government junks altogether the state’s admission of the
atrocities and repression used against the people during
martial law.

It is no different from the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s
appointment and promotion of military officials involved
in human rights abuses like those of Gen. Eduardo Año,
implicated in the disappearance of activist Jonas Burgos,
and Col. Aurelio Baladad, involved in the illegal arrest of
the Morong 43.
On these grounds, martial law victims led by former
Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo, also a longtime political
prisoner during the Marcos dictatorship filed a petition for
certiorari before the Supreme Court on February 25, 2014
to nullify the appointment of Gen. Sarmiento.
The petition said, “The human rights victims are not
beggars and are not concerned merely with seeking
compensation for themselves for past and continuing
atrocities. Compensation is a component of justice. Rewriting the history of human rights violations during the
martial law regime is the bigger picture. By appointing

...far from over
a police general to head the HRVCB, the President is
practically exonerating the entire system that perpetrated
the abuses, justified their occurrence, and concealed
them with a veneer of impunity.”
People’s Claims Board formed
The martial law victims’ clamor for justice and
recognition finds a way in the formation of the People’s
Claims Board (PCB). The PCB shall stand for the interest
of the victims of martial law and will ensure that all those
who suffered from abuses and violence under the Marcos
dictatorship shall be recognized and be rendered justice.
The PCB is composed of known defenders of human
rights, many of whom are also martial law victims.
They include Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo; SELDA
Chairperson Marie Hilao-Enriquez; SELDA Vice-Chair
Bonifacio Ilagan; Gabriela Women’s Party founders former
Rep. Liza Maza and Elisa Tita Lubi; former University of
(Continued on page 26)
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the Philippines Faculty Regent Dr. Judy Taguiwalo; UP
College of Medicine Faculty member Dr. Edelina dela
Paz; Atty. Kit Enriquez, President of the National Union of
Peoples’ Lawyers-Cebu Chapter; and Atty. Dominador A.
Lagare Sr. appointed OIC Mayor of General Santos during
President Cory Aquino’s time.
The PCB members are actively involved in the
discussions and drafting of provisions which should
be included in RA 10368’s Implementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR). They will perform monitoring and
oversight functions for the ML victims, most of whom
are SELDA members, to ensure that the processes shall
always benefit the victims and not add to the injustice they
have already suffered.
Musts for the IRR
The People’s Claims Board, Public Interest Law
Center (PILC), Selda and Karapatan are working together
in pushing for the inclusion and consideration of the
following points and recommendations in the IRR:
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
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6.

If it is true that the Hawaii Court approved a new
list of only more than 7,000 names, the Aquino
Claims Board should not permit itself to be forced
into using this questionable list. RA10368 passed
by the Philippine legislature and its IRR are not
covered by the decisions of the Hawaii Court. In
fact, the Aquino Claims Board should request for a
copy of the purported new list so it can determine
whose names have been arbitrarily delisted. The
delisted names, except in cases of duplication,
should be returned to the list.
7. The remaining 20% of the PhP10B shall be
reserved for the new applicants for recognition
and reparation.
8. Procedures in the IRR should be simple and easy to
understand by the ML victims and the airs of those
who have been killed, are still missing and those
who have died. The only ones to be submitted by
those under conclusive presumption are:
a. Two government-issued identification
cards (ID) to verify the victim’s identity
b. Relatively detailed affidavit of the abuses
and human rights violations suffered
under martial law
c. Claim number (If lost, it can be obtained
from the original Hawaii Court listing; one
can also inquire from Selda which can
check its list.)
9. New applicants will go through a longer process
because they still have to prove that they are
martial law victims. However, the longer process
should also be made simpler and easy to follow.
10. The heirs of those killed, are missing or who have
died should not be burdened by complicated
requirements and process. A mechanism to resolve
misunderstandings and conflicts among them
should be included in the IRR.
11. The point system should be explained fully to the
ML victims and heirs.
12. Atty. Robert Swift and his local counterpart are not
involved in the implementation of RA 10368. His
appointment by the Hawaii Court as lawyer for the
victims covers only the hearings and decisions in
said court.
And because of his controversial role in the
delisting of more than 2,000-3,000 ML victims,
the Aquino Claims Board should not seek help or
advise from him or his Philippine counterpart/
representative.

Conclusive presumption that they are martial law
victims and are covered by the law for the original
9,539 martial law victims who filed the class suit
and the 24 independent and direct action plaintiffs
who all won their case at the Hawaii Court; plus
those honoured by the Bantayog ng mga Bayani.
Benefitted by the conclusive presumption, they
will go through a simpler and shorter process
of recognition and reparation because they are
already recognized by the law as ML victims. All
they have to do is prove that they are in fact the
ones in the Hawaii Court and Bantayog ng mga
Bayani lists; and narrate what abuses and human
rights violations they suffered under martial law
which will be used as basis for the implementation
of the point system in determining actual amount
of reparations.
They will be the first to be processed and 80% of
the PhP10B provided for by the law for reparations
will be reserved for them.
The Aquino Claims Board should request Judge
Real of the Hawaii court for a copy of the original
list of 9,539 class suit members and the 24 direct
action plaintiffs. Likewise, Bantayog ng mga Bayani
will be requested to provide its list to the Aquino
Claims Board.
With regards to the ML victims who won in Hawaii,
the original list of 9,539 + 24 will be the one used
in implementing RA 10368, not the list being used
by Atty. Robert Swift from which more than 2,000
SELDA members and other martial law victims
names have been delisted. In fact, in the recent
continue to fight for justice for victims of human rights
awarding of PhP50,000 from the Monet painting
violations. As long as the state adheres to militarist
settlement Swift increased the delisted names to
approaches and continues to violate people’s rights, the
more than 3,000!
fight for justice is far from over. ÿ

Frequently asked
questions on the
JASIG
Philippine Peace Center
26 March 2014

Q1

What is the JASIG?

JASIG stands for “Joint Agreement on Safety and
Immunity Guarantees”. It is an agreement between
the Government of the Republic of the Philippines
(GPH, formerly GRP) and the National Democratic
Front of the Philippines (NDFP), signed by their
respective negotiating panels on February 24, 1995.
JASIG came into effect and became binding on the two
Parties upon its approval by their principals on April
10, 1995 (NDFP Chairperson Mariano Orosa) and
April 25, 1995 (GRP President Fidel Ramos).
Two additional agreements were entered into by the
two Parties providing implementing rules related to
the JASIG: The “Additional Implementing Rules
Pertaining to the Documents of Identification” (June
26, 1996) and “Additional Implementing Rules of the
JASIG Pertaining to the Security of Personnel and the
Conduct of Consultations in Furtherance of the Peace
Negotiations” (March 16, 1998).

Q2

Why is the JASIG essential to the
GPH-NDFP peace negotiations?
What purpose does it serve?

JASIG provides safety and immunity guarantees that
protect the rights of negotiators, consultants, staffers,
security and other personnel who participate in the
GRP-NDFP peace negotiations, in order to facilitate
the peace negotiations, create a favourable atmosphere
conducive to free discussion and free movement during
the negotiations, and avert any incident that may
jeopardize the peace negotiations.
Without the JASIG, negotiations would not be
possible. Without the JASIG, persons involved in the
negotiations would always feel or actually be under a
cloud of threat and would be unable to perform their
functions freely. The negotiations would always be at
risk of being disrupted and totally jeopardized.
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Who are covered or protected by
JASIG? What is the Document of
Identification (DI) or safe conduct pass?

Persons designated by either Party as being involved
in the peace negotiations and acknowledged by the
other Party are “duly accredited persons” enjoying
the protection of JASIG. Such persons shall be issued
documents of identification (DIs) or safe conduct
passes, which contain the following:
•
•
•

official seal of the issuing party, 
the bearer’s photograph,
name, sex, date and place of birth, height, color of
hair and eyes, distinguishing physical features,
• the assigned number,
• designation or duty in the peace negotiations
(panel member, consultant, RWC member, staffer,
courier, security or other personnel) , and
• the period of validity.
Each party shall provide the other with the name (true
or assumed), designation and assigned number on each
document of identification issued in accordance with
this Joint Agreement.

Q4

What safety and immunity
guarantees does a duly accredited
person enjoy?

All duly accredited persons are guaranteed
immunity from surveillance, harassment,
search, arrest, detention, prosecution and
interrogation or any other similar punitive
actions due to any involvement or participation
in the peace negotiations.
The immunity guarantees shall cover all acts and
utterances made in the course of and pursuant to the
purposes of the peace negotiations.
Upon presentation by the duly accredited person
to any entity, authority or agent of the party
concerned, the document of identification or safe
conduct pass shall be honored and respected and
the duly accredited person shall be accorded due
recognition and courtesy and allowed free and
unhindered passage
All duly accredited persons who are already
publicly known to be involved in the GRP NDFP
peace negotiations shall be free from surveillance
and shall be allowed freely to consult with the
leaders and entities of the party concerned in the
Philippines and abroad.
(Continued on page 28)
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Q5

Is the JASIG still in effect?

Yes. The JASIG is binding and effective on both parties
until it is terminated by either party through an official
notice of termination to the other Party, and shall be
considered terminated 30 days after receipt of the other
party. In the 19 years since the JASIG took effect,
it has been terminated only once, on July 1, 1999,
30 days after the NDFP received the faxed notice of
termination of the peace negotiations issued by the
GRP on May.31,1999. The JASIG is co-terminus with
the peace negotiations.
The GRP under Estrada had announced its unilateral
suspension of the JASIG in February 1999, while
Arroyo also did so in August 2005. However, there is
nothing in the JASIG which provides for its unilateral
suspension, and so such suspensions were invalid and
were violations of JASIG.

Q6

What will happen to the immunity
guarantees once the JASIG is
terminated?

The JASIG categorically provides that the immunities
shall remain in effect even after it has been terminated.
[II. IMMUNITY GUARANTEES: “All immunities
acquired by virtue of this Joint Agreement shall remain
in full force and effect even after the termination of this
Joint Agreement, provided said immunities shall not
cover acts which are contrary to the purposes of the
peace negotiations and outside and beyond involvement
or participation in the peace negotiations.”]

Q7

Must a duly accredited person
be physically present or visibly
participating in the negotiations to
remain JASIG protected?

No. There is no provision in the JASIG nor in its
Additional Implementing Rules that requires one to
be physically present or visibly participating in the
negotiations to be duly accredited or to be JASIGprotected. In the case of the NDFP, many of its
consultants, staffers, couriers are in the revolutionary
underground and perform tasks for the peace
negotiations in such capacity. Many of the consultations
being conducted by the NDFP are done in the guerrilla
areas beyond observation by the GPH.
Thus an NDFP consultant who is released from
detention and returns to the underground to resume

29

one’s functions including those in relation to the
peace negotiations remains duly accredited or
JASIG-protected.

resolving issues and problems that arose especially
with the arrest of NDFP-designated consultants
and other duly accredited persons.

The GRP/GPH administrations previous to the
BS Aquino administration had acknowledged and
recognized those designated by the NDFP as duly
accredited or JASIG-protected persons even if they
were in the underground, not physically present in the
talks nor visibly participating in the negotiations. It
is only under the BS Aquino administration that
the GPH has unilaterally demanded that persons
designated by the NDFP as duly accredited should not
go underground, should “remain visibly aboveground”
or “visibly participating in the peace negotiations”.

Executive Order 276 remains valid and binding
on the GPH until today since there has been no
issuance to repeal or amend it. Unfortunately, the
GPH Negotiating Panel unilaterally declared in the
GPH-NDFP informal talks in June 2012 that it
would no longer avail of this mechanism in resolving
JASIG-related issues.

Q8

What action must be taken when a
JASIG-protected person has been
arrested, criminally charged in
court and detained?

The JASIG [II. IMMUNITY GUARANTEES]
provides that, “In all (court) cases involving duly
accredited persons, the prosecutors shall move for the
suspension, during the peace negotiations, of criminal
proceedings or processes including arrest and search,
for acts allegedly committed prior to the effectivity
of this Joint Agreement.” There had been instances
when JASIG-protected persons who were arrested on
criminal charges were subsequently released through
various ways such as suspension of proceedings,
withdrawal or dismissal of the charges, recognizance
and bail.

Q9

Aside from the JASIG, is there any
other issuance by the GRP/GPH
that binds it to the implementation
of JASIG?

Executive Order 276 issued by then President Ramos
on September 25, 1995, “Formalizing the Inter-Agency
Security and Immunity Guarantees Committee for
the GRP-NDFP Peace Talks”, recognizes “the need
for a permanent Inter-Agency Committee to provide a
mechanism for coordination and joint decision-making
and problem-solving and monitoring of the JASIG
implementation.” This permanent committee was
explicitly tasked to “oversee the implementation of the
JASIG and to resolve problems and issues arising from
the same.”
In practice, the meetings of the GRP’s SIG Committee
and the corresponding team formed by the NDFP
for the purpose provided an effective mechanism for

Q10

Why has the JASIG become the center
of controversy in the GPH-NDFP
negotiations, to the point that the
non-resolution of the controversy has
caused a 3-year impasse in talks?

The controversy revolves around the issue of compliance
or non-compliance (i.e., violation) with JASIG in
relation to persons detained by the GPH who the NDFP
claims are JASIG-protected and must be released. Both
Parties had agreed, in their February 2011 Joint
Statement, that the GPH shall take measures to
release from detention “most if not all” of the detained
persons claimed by the NDFP to be JASIG-protected
persons “subject to verification, or for humanitarian or
other practical purposes.”
The GPH claimed in August 2011 that the process for
verifying whether or not the detained persons are dulyaccredited or not (by checking the real identities from
DIs with photographs deposited in a bank) had failed
due to the NDFP’s violation of the JASIG procedure,
and concluded that the JASIG has been rendered
inoperative. The NDFP for its part explained that it
had not violated the JASIG procedure, since the use
of electronic data in place of hard copies were legally
admissible, and that the failure to open the files was
a result of the confiscation by the Dutch police of the
decrypting files. The NDFP further argued that this
was not the sole method of verification, especially for
those publicly known participants and those who used
their true name in the documents.
Eventually the GPH Panel Chair Alex Padilla was
compelled to clarify that the failed procedure only
applied to those using assumed names in their DIs but
does not apply to those who are already publicly known
and acknowledged to be participating in the negotiations
and are thus duly accredited persons.
The NDFP proposed that the list of NDFP-designated
accredited persons including those using assumed
names be reconstituted, in accordance with JASIG
provisions, but the GPH has so far refused to do so.
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Is there a possibility of resolving the
issues on JASIG and thus breaking
the impasse in the talks? Does the
JASIG provide for means by which
controversies and disagreements can
and should be resolved?

Yes. The impasse can be broken if both Parties
agree to hold consultations and/or informal talks to
discuss the alleged violations and the disagreements
mentioned above, including reconstituting the list of
duly-accredited or JASIG-protected persons. Section
III, General Provisions, Articles 2 and 3 explicitly
stipulate that violations, disagreements and ambiguities
in interpretations and applications of the provisions
“shall promptly be the subject of consultations between
the two panels of the negotiating parties in order to
remove impediments to the peace negotiations...” in
accordance with the letter and spirit of the Hague
Joint Declaration and the pertinent provisions of the
Breukelen Joint Statement.
Informal talks can also be held to discuss how the
“special track” proposed by the NDFP in January
2011 for alliance and truce based on a common
general declaration for unity, peace and development
can be resumed.
Breaking the impasse and resuming the formal peace
talks will bring the two Parties back to the negotiations
on social and economic reforms, which have all the more
urgency and importance with the continuing global and
domestic economic crises and the disasters that continue
to wreak destruction and hardships on our people.

Q12

What are the prospects for resuming
informal talks in the near future?

Both GPH and NDFP have repeatedly announced that
they are still open to continuing the peace negotiations.
Neither one has issued a notice of termination to the
other Party, although the GPH had announced in AprilMay 2013 that they will only return to the regular track
under a new framework.
The NDFP has further proposed that informal talks be
held this May 2014. The Third Party Facilitator has
announced that they are always ready and willing to
continue with their facilitating role, and in particular
to support formal or informal talks whenever the two
Parties agree to hold one. The only lacking ingredient
now is the GPH’s concurrence with the proposal.

Reference: Rey Claro C. Casambre, Executive Director
8993439 (telefax)
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US Aid and Human Rights
Violations in Philippines
By Vanessa Lucas and Azadeh Shahshahani, February 18, 2014
http://fpif.org/u-s-aid-human-rights-violations-philippines
This article is a joint publication of Foreign Policy In Focus and TheNation.com.

O

n December 10, Filipinos held rallies in key cities
around the country to commemorate Human Rights
Day and blast the administration of Benigno Aquino
III for the country’s dismal human rights situation.
Millions of Filipinos fell victim to Typhoon Haiyan
(also known as Typhoon Yolanda). The affected regions
already faced immense poverty. Supporting these victims
is a daunting task that has not been made any easier by
the Aquino administration’s crackdown on human rights
defenders that serve these communities.
The Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights
(Karapatan), a human rights group in the Philippines, has
already documented seven extrajudicial killings in the first
six weeks of 2014. According to Karapatan, from July 2010 to
August 2013 there were a total of 152 extrajudicial killings,
18 enforced disappearances, 80 instances of torture, and 168
unsuccessful assassination attempts.
The headlines are focusing on the recent peace
agreement between the central government in Manila and
separatists in Mindanao, but the U.S. press in particular
has largely ignored the human rights violations, which are
taking place in an increasingly militarized environment.
Both the Philippine government and the United States have
used the maritime disputes with China and the alleged
prevalence of terrorists on the islands as a pretext to justify
U.S. support for the Philippine military as well as additional
U.S. troop presence in the area. The need for humanitarian
aid created by the typhoon has also provided an opening for
the militaries of both countries to amplify their role at the
expense of civilian actors.
History of Repression
President Aquino’s predecessor, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo,
had a policy of eliminating all forms of opposition.
In 2002, as part of the U.S.-initiated “global war on
terror,” the Philippine government launched the counterinsurgency plan Oplan Bantay Laya (Operation Freedom
Watch), a holistic approach to counterinsurgency aimed
at all manners of opposition activists in the country. The
plan made no distinction between armed combatants and
civilians. Regions where the plan was implemented saw
escalating numbers of civilian killings, including against
many members of leftist popular organizations that the
government alleged to be “Communist fronts.” The
attacks were not limited to political party activists, but

extended to lawyers and judges who had been involved in
human rights work or cases where government interests
were at stake.
Killings of other government critics similarly escalated.
Between 2001 and 2007, hundreds of activists with
progressive organizations were murdered, including trade
union leaders, human rights activists, journalists, church
workers, indigenous leaders, civilians, farm workers, and
peasant leaders. In 2006, the worst year for human rights
since the toppling of the right-wing Marcos regime, the
Philippine military and its paramilitary death squads killed an
average of one activist every 36 hours.
In February 2007, the Philippine government’s
investigative task force issued the report of the Melo
Commission, a body formed under pressure from domestic
and international rights advocates in response to the grave
human rights situation. The commission noted that victims
were generally unarmed, alone, or in small groups, and
were gunned down by two or more masked or hooded
assailants, often riding motorcycles. Further, the Commission
admitted there was evidence that implicated members of
the armed forces, in particular General Jovito Palparan, for
allowing, tolerating, and even ordering an undetermined
number of killings. Although the task force absolved the
administration of committing human rights abuses, it
nonetheless concluded that “this does not mean the State
can sit idly by and refuse to act. Ultimately, the State has the
responsibility of protecting its citizens and making sure that
their fundamental liberties are respected.”
The Supreme Court called for the establishment of 99
special courts to prosecute the killings by June 2007. The
Arroyo government created several investigative bodies,
including the Melo Commission. But human rights groups
in the Philippines have suspected that the government was
using these mechanisms merely to exonerate the military
and police perpetrators. Despite statements of concern as
well as reports by the UN (including findings by the Human
Rights Committee), human rights organizations, international
observers, and the Arroyo government’s own commission,
the killings continued unabated, and victims and their
families were left without justice.
Current Human Rights Situation
The Philippine government continues to commit human
rights violations with impunity. According to Karapatan,

President Aquino’s implementation of the counterinsurgency
program Oplan Bayanihan (Operation Shoulder to Shoulder)
has thus far resulted in 152 documented cases of extrajudicial
killings, 168 attempted killings, 18 instances of forced
disappearance, 80 cases of torture, 608 cases of illegal arrest,
and more than 30,000 forced evacuations.
General Jovito Palparan faces a 2011 warrant of
arrest from a Bulacan court for his involvement in the 2006
disappearance in Central Luzon of two student activists. He is
still in hiding, probably with the assistance of the Philippine
armed forces. Palparan is regarded as the key implementer
of Oplan Bantay Laya. He was promoted by Arroyo at the
height of the extrajudicial killings and forced disappearances
and cited in her State of the Nation Address.
The promotion of military generals who are known
human rights violators is an indication of the persistent
climate of impunity under the Aquino administration.
The military, private armies, and paramilitary units silence
independent media outlets and journalists with impunity.
Journalists face rampant vandalism of their offices,
constant intimidation and surveillance, and abduction
and killings. In December 2013, Rogelio Butalid, a blocktimer for 107.9 FM Radyo Natin, was shot dead by a lone
killer in Tagum City in Davao del Norte province shortly
after he finished his radio program. That same month,
radioman Michael Milo was gunned down in Tandag City
in Surigao del Sur province.
This has also affected U.S. citizens active in Philippine
solidarity, as evidenced by the 2009 abduction and torture
of BAYAN USA member and Filipina-American activist
Melissa Roxas by the Philippine military. Roxas has filed
complaints with the U.S. Department of State and the UN
Special Rapporteur on Torture, in addition to exhausting the
domestic court system in the Philippines.
Lawyers and human rights groups providing counsel to
activists imprisoned on trumped-up charges have become
targets of repression themselves. They are subject to extrajudicial killings, violent harassment, illegal detention, and
surveillance by a state apparatus keen to silence dissent. For
example, Army chief Lt. Gen. Noel Coballes recently named
the human rights organization Karapatan an “enemy of the
state” for its objection to the promotion of Brig. Gen. Aurelio
Baladad. Baladad faces a string of credible charges, including
the illegal arrest of 43 community health workers in a dawn
raid in Morong by a swarm of Philippine Army and police
personnel just before Arroyo’s term ended.
According to the National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers
(NUPL) — which has been at the forefront of efforts to legally
challenge government repression — “This statement from
a top military official is dangerous and betrays what various
organizations and concerned groups have said all along, that
the present counterinsurgency program Oplan Bayanihan is
no different from the deadly Oplan Bantay Laya.”
Leaders of people’s organizations are also facing criminal
charges over a protest held during President Aquino’s
State of the Nation Address last July. According to NUPL,
in the course of negotiating with police representatives for
a resolution to the impasse, the police suddenly attacked
protesters, hurting scores of people — including the NUPL
Secretary General.
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U.S. Intervention
The Philippines, a U.S. colony for the first half of the
20th century, is considered a key strategic partner for U.S.
economic and strategic interests. The large Subic and Clark
bases, for example, played a key role in the Vietnam War.
In return, from 1972 to 1986, the United States supported
the Marcos military dictatorship with massive economic and
military aid.
In the mid-1980s, the Philippine people ousted Marcos
and enacted a new constitution that banned “foreign military
bases, troops, or facilities” unless duly ratified by Congress or
a national referendum. In 1991, the Philippine government
banned all permanent foreign bases from its soil, and in
1992, the last American base closed down after relentless
street protests and campaigning.
But in 1998, Washington and Manila signed a Visiting
Forces Agreement (VFA), which allowed the United States
to establish 22 “semi-permanent” bases in the archipelago
to get around the ban that opposition to U.S. bases had
prompted. Former U.S. ambassador to the Philippines
Thomas Hubbard signed the VFA as an executive agreement
rather than a treaty, eliminating the need for the advice
and consent of the U.S. Senate. Foreign Secretary Domingo
Siazon signed the VFA on behalf of the Philippines, and the
Philippine Senate ratified the agreement.
After the 9/11 attacks, President Arroyo was one of the
first heads of state to pledge support to President George
W. Bush’s “war on terror.” Since 2002, the Joint Special
Operations Task Force Philippines, which comprises about
500 members of the U.S. military, has been stationed at a
“temporary” base in southern Philippines. Constitutional
challenges to the VFA by human rights lawyers have been
thus far unsuccessful. On June 27, 2013, Philippine Defense
Minister Voltaire Gazmin and his Japanese counterpart
announced that the Philippines would be establishing basing
arrangements with both the United States and Japan, which
would increase the U.S. troop presence in the Philippines.
Human rights lawyers quickly pointed out that the
arrangement would circumvent the constitution and the VFA.
In early November, disagreements between U.S. and
Filipino negotiators prolonged the talks on the increased
U.S. troop presence. But after Typhoon Haiyan, both Manila
and Washington are justifying more U.S. troops as part of
humanitarian aid missions, and negotiations are back on track.
The Philippines, as one of the closest U.S. allies in Asia,
is crucial to the Obama administration’s “pivot” to Asia,
which aims to counter the rising influence of China on the
world stage. The United States provided more than $507
million in military assistance to the Philippines from 2001 to
2010. After pressure from human rights groups inside the
Philippines — which were supported by international efforts
to bring attention to extrajudicial killings, disappearances,
and other human rights violations — U.S. military aid
decreased and the United States withheld the release of some
military financing. A March 2007 Senate hearing resulted in
the cutting of a portion of the 2008 U.S. Foreign Military
Financing package to the Armed Forces of the Philippines
due to the latter’s involvement in human rights abuses.
U.S. funding was down to $11.9 million in 2011. It is on
the rise again, however, and with it a dramatic increase in
(Continued on page 32)
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human rights violations against activists, many of whom are
farmworkers, peasants, and indigenous people opposed to
the incursions of multi-national corporations and the theft of
their land. The most recent incident happened on February
5, when two unidentified men onboard a red motorcycle
shot and killed 41-year old peasant leader Julieto Lauron,
who was with organizer Nermie Lapatis on their way to the
village of Haindangon, Valencia City. Lapatis had recently
moved to Valencia City because of threats against her life.
As an organizer among indigenous peoples in Bukidnon,
Lapatis campaigned against the entry of large-scale mining
companies in the area, earning the ire of the military and
paramilitary groups.
Military aid in 2012 rose to $30 million, and the Philippine
foreign ministry recently announced that the United States
has increased the military assistance package to about
$50 million for the next fiscal year. This comes as Philip
Goldberg, who returned to the United States after the
Bolivian government expelled him and President Evo Morales
declared him persona non grata for “conspiring against
democracy and seeking the division of Bolivia,” was recently
appointed as U.S. ambassador to the Philippines. Together
these developments signal the U.S. government’s renewed
support for Oplan Bayanihan, the Aquino administration’s
counter-insurgency program and the latest attempt to end
a 45-year-old insurgency led by the Communist Party of
the Philippines and its armed wing, the New People’s Army
(NPA). Oplan Bayanihan has adopted a similar framework
and similar techniques to Oplan Bantay Laya, and has led to
human rights violations. These techniques include smearing
all opposition activists as Communists and treating them no
differently than the NPA.
Systematic human rights violations are also being
committed in the very same places where foreign interests
are currently operating or exploring new ventures in highly
destructive industries such as open-pit mining, cash-crop
agriculture, oil and gas extraction, and logging. For example,
Human Rights Watch has documented cases in which critics
of mining and energy projects have been killed, allegedly
by paramilitary forces under military control. The activists
had been vocal in opposing mining and energy operations
that they said threatened the environment and would
displace tribal communities from their land. These include
the southern Philippine island of Mindanao, where massive
amounts of oil and natural gas have been found. The island
also plays host to lucrative plantations for large corporations
like Dole and Del Monte. Karapatan reported in December
that since President Aquino assumed power, 25 people, most
of them political activists and three of them children, have
been killed in southern Mindanao.

Time to End U.S. Military Aid
U.S. military aid to the Philippines violates U.S. laws
regulating aid to human rights-violating militaries. The U.S.
Arms Export Control Act, as well as the Leahy Law, stipulates
that no funding shall be furnished to foreign security forces
if the United States has knowledge that those forces have
committed “a gross violation of human rights.” Yet human
rights violations committed by the Philippine military do not
currently affect the frequency or quantity of U.S. military aid
provided to the Philippines.
Human rights groups in the Philippines, such as
Karapatan, have called for an end to U.S. military
involvement that “violates the sovereignty of the Philippines
and perpetuates the culture of impunity” for rights abusers.
As Americans, we must ask why the U.S. government
is sending millions of our taxpayer dollars to the Philippine
military at the same time as this institution is committing
systematic human rights violations. U.S. military involvement
in the Philippines must end. ÿ
Azadeh Shahshahani is a human rights attorney based
in Atlanta, Georgia, and is President of the National
Lawyers Guild. In July 2013, Shahshahani attended the
International Conference for Human Rights and Peace in
the Philippines in Quezon City on behalf of the National
Lawyers Guild. Follow her on twitter at
@ashahshahahani.
Vanessa Lucas is a partner at the law firm of Edelstein &
Payne in Raleigh, North Carolina. Her practice focuses
on civil rights and employment law. She is the Chair of
the National Lawyers Guild Philippines Subcommittee.
Lucas first visited the Philippines in 2006 as part of a
delegation of women human rights lawyers.
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