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Duterte Government’s 1st Quarter 2017 Human Rights Record
Shows Militarists Gaining Upper Hand
eneral optimism for a better human rights performance by the government of Pres. Rodrigo Roa
G
Duterte wanes as violations of human rights, people’s rights and international humanitarian law
persist. Civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights continue to be trampled on. While some

promises are being pursued, a number of those that the Duterte made during the electoral campaign
period were either severely compromised or were totally foregone. The new President is allowing the
militarists in the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and in his cabinet, who are loyal to their US
mentors, to have their way. The people should expose, condemn and thwart the authoritarian and
fascist direction the Duterte government is veering towards.

From January to March, rights abuses continued both in rural communities and the urban centers. As peasants
and indigenous people were targeted in their communities, so have the urban poor in the cities, legitimized by Oplan
Kapayapaan (OpKap) and the imperialist globalization policies of the government. The implementation of OpKap –
Duterte’s new counter-insurgency program – expectedly
facilitated rights violations in the countryside, especially
TABLE 1
in areas pinpointed by the military as strongholds or are
heavily influenced by the revolutionary forces of the National
Violations of Civil & Political Rights under the
Democratic Front of the Philippines-Communist Party of the
Rodrigo Duterte Government
Philippines-New People’s Army (NDFP-CPP-NPA).
(July 2016 to March 2017)
Equally expedited were Oplan Tokhang, Oplan Double
Barrel and Oplan Double Barrel Reloaded which ushered in
Violation
No. of victims
the “criminalization of poverty” and worsened the climate of
Extrajudicial Killing
Enforced Disappearance
Torture
Frustrated Extrajudicial Killing
Illegal Arrest without Detention
Illegal Arrest and Detention
Illegal Search and Seizure
Physical Assault and Injury
Demolition
Violation of Domicile
Destruction of Property
Divestment of Property
Forced Evacuation
Threat/Harassment/Intimidation
Indiscriminate Firing
Forced/Fake Surrender
Forced Labor/Involuntary Servitude

47
3
39
83
486
53
45
108
114
135

3,272
47
15,345
27,349
20,740
16
10

Use of Civilians in Police and/or Military
Operations as Guides and/or Shield

5

Use of Schools, Medical, Religious and
Other Public Places for Military Purpose

19,497

Restriction or Violent Dispersal of Mass
Actions, Public Assemblies and Gatherings

1,500
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impunity among police forces in the cities. These parallel situations in rural areas and urban centers have furthered
widespread abuses and impunity, adding to the growing list of the Duterte administration’s transgressions, some of
which have escalated into crimes against the people.
Following BS Aquino’s Oplan Bayanihan, Oplan Kapayapaan (another misnomer) operates in the same framework,
still patterned after the US Counter-Insurgency (COIN) Guide. As OpBay failed to reach its targets and deadlines,
OpKap took over the stage, employing the same methods and tactics to pursue “enemies of the State”. At its helm are
the same human rights violators from the AFP and PNP (Philippine National Police). The ludicrousness of the use of
“Kapayapaan or Peace” to refer to a military policy which legitimizes attacks on political dissenters and the masses
struggling for change was quickly exposed, unmasking its true face: the extension of a fascist and repressive policy in
the long line of futile attempts to quell the people’s resistance.

Attacks against civil and political rights
Peace negotiations between
the Government of the Philippines
(GRP) and the NDFP provided
additional monitoring mechanisms
for the implementation of the
Comprehensive Agreement on the
Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law
(CARHRIHL) which was signed by
both parties. The immediate agenda
item of the official peace talks is
discussion towards the signing of the
Comprehensive Agreement on Social
and Economic Reforms (CASER).
The third round of talks concluded
in Rome, Italy on January 19 to 25,
2017 with positive results reached on
the CASER, especially both panel’s
agreement in principle with regards
to agrarian reform and national
industrialization.
However, continued human
and people’s rights violations on
the ground by the AFP/PNP and
government-sponsored paramilitary
units weighed heavily on the
tenability of the unilateral ceasefires
declared by both parties. Duterte and
the CPP withdrew their unilateral

Alexander Ceballos, Renato Anglao, Glenn Ramos

ceasefire agreements in early
February. An irate Duterte declared
an all-out war against the NPA and
ordered the re-arrest of the recently
released NDFP peace consultants.
He relented later; and the GRP and
NDFP agreed to “talk peace while
fighting”.
Even while the GRP’s unilateral
ceasefire was in force, the AFP,
reinforced by its paramilitary units,
continued to commit violations under
the guise of “community organizing
for peace and development” (COPD), a
euphemism for military encampment,
harassment & intimidation of
residents, and intelligence gathering.
The withdrawal of the GRP’s ceasefire
agreement was followed by careless
directives from the President which
tacitly allowed rights violations
and resulted in the escalation of
rights abuses in rural communities,
particularly in indigenous and
peasant communities. The military
acted like wild dogs finally untied
from their leash, perpetrating a series
of gross abuses targeting political
activists and civilians alike.

Political Killings
As of March 31, 2017, Karapatan
documented 47 incidents of political
killings. Twenty eight (28) of the 47
were killed in the first quarter of
the year, with the military primarily
targeting peasant leaders.
By the end of January 2017, four
farmers were killed – two of them
indigenous leaders in Mindanao.
On January 5, around 4pm, Venie
Diamante, 43, a T’boli and municipal
tribal chieftain, was killed by an
assailant on board a motorcycle while
on his way home from Koronadal City.
Diamante sustained eight gunshot
wounds and was left by the roadside.
A couple found him while on their
way to the market. Diamante was
among the tribal chiefs who opposed
plans to conduct a land survey of the
T’boli ancestral land.
Weeks later, on January 20,
two activists in Surigao del Norte
and in Negros Occidental were
killed. Katribu regional partylist
coordinator Veronico Delamente,
27, a Lumad-Mamanwa and member
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of Kahugpungan sa Lumadnong
Organisasyon (KASALO) in the
CARAGA region, was shot by two
assailants in Punta Naga, Brgy.
Cagdianao, Claver, Surigao del
Norte. In the evening of the same
day, at around 8:00 pm, Alexander
Ceballos, 54, regional council
member and district area coordinator
of the National Federation of Sugar
Workers (NFSW), was gunned down
by two assailants near his house in
Purok Tangke, Brgy. Pandanon Silos,
Murcia, Negros Occidental. Ceballos
was rushed to the Sanitarium
Hospital in Bacolod City but was
declared dead-on-arrival.
In a separate incident on January
25, another farmer from Negros
Occidental, Wencislao Pacquiao, 48,
member of the San Benito Farmers
Association- Kilusang Magbubukid
ng Pilipinas (KMP), was shot dead
while working in a designated land
cultivation area (LCA). Pacquiao
sustained five gunshot wounds.
The killings escalated after
Duterte declared an all-out-war,
which the military enthusiastically
translated into intensified attacks
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against people’s organizations
and their leaders and members.
The number more than tripled in
February. The all-out-war against
the NPA quickly spiraled into a
war against the people, as political
killings and other gross human
rights violations were incessantly
committed by State security forces.
As February set in, two
indigenous leaders were killed on
February 3. Matanem Pocuan,
a leader of the Omayam tribe in
Cabanglasan, Bukidnon in Mindanao,
was shot dead in Sitio Tapayanon,
Brgy. Mangaod, Cabanglasan. The
perpetrator was identified as a
member of the Alamara paramilitary
group, which targeted Pocuan after
he refused the “request” to allow
community members under his
leadership to join Alamara. He was
tagged as a supporter of the NPA.
On the same day, the secretary
general of Tribal Indigenous
Oppressed Group Association
(TINDOGA), Renato Anglao, was shot
dead while on board his motorcycle
with his wife and 5-year-old child.
Anglao was a staunch advocate

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance
under Rodrigo Duterte Government
by Region (July 2016 to March 2017)
Region

Extrajudicial
Killing

Enforced
Disappearance

Ilocos
Cordillera Administrative Region
Cagayan Valley
Central Luzon
National Capital Region
Southern Tagalog
Bicol
Western Visayas
Central Visayas
Eastern Visayas
Northern Mindanao
Caraga
Socsksargen
Western Mindanao
Southern Mindanao
ARMM

1
5
1
1
5
7
5
4
15
3

1
2
-

47
9
33

3
1
2

Total
Women
Rights Defenders
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against the entry of agribusiness
plantations which sought to encroach
on the tribe’s ancestral land.
Members of TINDOGA were targeted
by guards of Rancho Montalvan,
owned by Maramag Vice Mayor
Pablo Lorenzo, after they won back a
section of their ancestral land illegally
occupied by the ranch.
On February 6, construction
worker Glenn Ramos was killed
inside his house when around 30
composite elements of the Criminal
Investigation and Detection Group
(CIDG) and Task Force Davao raided
his residence. Prior to the shooting, a
former classmate of Ramos, Eduardo
Santos, affiliated with Task Force
Davao and a suspected intelligence
agent, arrived at the Ramos’ residence
and left a plastic cellophane; Santos
immediately left afterwards. Around
4pm, a few minutes after Ramos
arrived home, elements of the CIDG
surrounded the house, forcefully
entered the residence and shot
Ramos four times – three times in
the chest and one in the stomach. The
plastic cellophane left by Santos was
discovered to contain bullets and a
grenade, and is now in the possession
of the CIDG. The 10th Infantry
Division then released a statement
that Ramos was a supply officer, and
that he had been killed in a shootout with a joint police and military
team. Glenn Ramos was a former
coordinator of Bayan Muna and a
member of Urban Integrated Health
Services.
The military resorted to redtagging to justify their abuses and
attacks against farmers. On February
11, at around 2am, soldiers of the
29th IBPA arrived in Sitio Sarog,
Pangailan, Tagmamarkay, Agusan del
Norte. They stayed near a small-scale
mining tunnel. At 4:30am, soldiers
started firing indiscriminately at
the tunnel where small-scale miners
were sleeping. The soldiers stopped
after noticing that there was no
gunfire coming from the tunnel. They
eventually discovered the miners
whom they hit – 2 were dead while 4
were wounded, including a 15-yearold boy. The fatalities were identified
as Pipito Tiambong and Jerson Bito;
both were Mamanwa. According to
the Lumad in the area, the soldiers
received information that there were
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NPA members near the tunnel. The
casualties, however, were all civilians.
On February 24, soldiers of the
61st IBPA fired at Ian Borres, Rolendo
Borres and five other farmers who
were working on their fields in Sitio
Maknoy, Brgy. Jebaca, Maayon, Capiz
province. Cousins Ian and Rolendo
Borres died instantly. Ian’s body
bore 32 gunshot wounds. The 61st
IBPA, led by Lt. Joe Mark Bitbit, said
that the two casualties were NPA
members. Families of the victims
and residents of the community
denied the allegation. On March 6,
2017, the families of Ian and Rolendo
Borres filed criminal charges of
murder against elements of the
61st IBPA, including members of its
Scout Platoon headed by Sgt. Jeffrey
Belarmino, 61st IBPA Executive
Officer Maj. Allan Mangaser and
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Commanding Officer Lt. Col.
Leonardo dela Pena.
On yet another incident on
February 25, Gilbert Bancat, 32,
coconut farmer and peasant leader
in Quezon, was gunned down by
assailants, suspected to be State
agents, in Sitio Long Beach, Brgy.
San Lorenzo, San Andres, Quezon
province. The killers stood five
meters from the victim and shot him
twice. An elderly bystander and also
a coconut farmer, Angel Carabot, was
also hit. Both were taken to Lucena
Hospital, where Bancat was later
declared dead. Carabot is currently
recovering after having been in
critical condition.
From February to end March,
political killings numbered 24, which
is about the same number of reported
politically motivated extra-judicial

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance
under Rodrigo Duterte Government
by Sector (July 2016 to March 2017)
Sector

Church
Environmentalist
Government Employee
Indigenous People
Minor
Peasant
Worker
Moro
Transport

Extrajudicial
Killing

Enforced
Disappearance

1
5
2
18
1
46
4
3
1

1
2
3
1
-

killings (EJK) by the Duterte
government from July-December
2016.

Agrarian Disputes
The feudal set-up of our country
where the landed elite monopolizes
ownership of land has led to
numerous agrarian disputes, mostly
detrimental to the peasants who
are merely asserting their economic
rights, most basic of which is the
right to land. Not only have peasants
been targeted by counter-insurgency
programs, they have also been
attacked by private corporations and
big landlords/hacienderos whose
protection and machinery extend to
State security forces.
On February 11, five farmerbeneficiaries and members of
Kahublagan sang Mangunguma
sa Capiz (KAMACA) were shot by
security personnel of the Tan Estate
in Roxas City, Capiz. The farmers
were holding their kampuhan to
assert ownership of the land occupied
by the Tan Estate which was already
up for distribution -- farmers granted
Certificates of Land Ownership
(CLOAs) by the Department of
Agriculture (DA) way back in
1997. Farmer Orlando Eslana, 48,
was killed while five others were
wounded. Melinda Arroyo Eslana,
44, remains in critical condition after
a bullet hit her head. Personnel of
the hacienda management, as well
as Punong Brgy. Fernando
Bacanto, were identified as
responsible for the incident.
On March 31, hundreds
of peasants and members of

Leonila Pesadilla
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Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance
under Rodrigo Duterte Government
by Affiliation (July 2016 to March 2017)
Affiliation

Anakpawis
Bayan Muna
Katribu Partylist
KMP
NFSW
Various other organizations

Extrajudicial Killing

Enforced Disappearance

2
2
1
12
1
15

0
0
0
0
0
2

progressive organizations marched
to Mendiola to demand an end to the
continuing attacks against peasants
and to call for the free distribution of
land to farmers. Among the protesters
were farmworkers from the Madaum
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries,
Inc. (MARBAI) who are asserting
ownership of a 145-hectare land
occupied by Lapanday Foods Corp.
(LFC) in Madaum, Tagum City.
MARBAI farmworkers were subjected
to armed attacks by Lapanday private
security elements back in December
12 and 14, 2016, when they launched
a kampuhan to demand distribution
of the land to agrarian beneficiaries;
around 10 individuals were wounded
in the said shooting incidents. The
145-hectare land was already awarded
to farmers in 1996 under the agrarian
reform program.

Affected Children
In the course of the
implementation of various counterinsurgency programs, children have
been among the casualties. On March
8, 2017, Nurmayda Abbi, a 1-yearold baby, was killed when composite
elements of the Western Mindanao
Command, the PNP, and CIDG
indiscriminately fired at residents in
Brgy. Tum-os, Tabuan Lasa, Basilan.
Abbi is the first child killed by the
Duterte government. Another minor,
an 11-year-old, also sustained a
gunshot wound in his stomach and
was immediately brought to a hospital
in Isabela City. The military earlier
released a statement that they killed
four elements of the Abu Sayaf, only
to apologize later after reports came
in that a child was killed instead,
along with Bayan Muna coordinator
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regimes, to respond with State
fascism when faced with resistance.
Even with the continuation of the
peace talks, there was no let-up on the
killings, bombings, harassments, and
arrests.

Attacks against rural communities

The all-out-war declaration
further revealed the fascist
character of the military, using its
resources to attack communities;
and inventing implausible excuses
to justify their crimes. The AFP
did not need to resort to using
Hadji Billamin Hasan, 59, and
“community organizing and peace
Nurrudin Muhlis, 33.
Children, aside from being direct and development” programs to cover
up encampment and harassment
casualties, have also witnessed
of civilians in rural communities.
the gross attacks against members
The declaration of the all-out-war
of their families. On March 2, at
in February and the President’s
around 9pm, couple Leonila, 56,
directive to “flatten the hills” further
and Ramon Pesadilla, 59, were
amplified the Duterte regime’s fascist
gunned down in their house in Brgy.
tendencies.
Osmena, Compostela, Compostela
In Sitio Tangis, Solutan and
Valley. Both were active members of
Dalid in Alabel, Sarangani, military
the Compostela Farmers Association
choppers of the 73rd IBPA who have
(CFA) and have been staunch antibeen encamping in residents’ homes
mining advocates, particularly
since February 3, 2017, dropped
against the operations of Agusan
a total of six bombs in a clearing
Petroleum and Mineral Corporation
operation on February 11. This
in the area. Leonila sustained five
forced 120 households to evacuate
gunshot wounds while Ramon
the area. The next day, on February
sustained six. The couple’s five year
12, elements of the 73rd IBPA
old grandson witnessed the entire
illegally arrested eight individuals,
carnage and saw his grandparents
all from the Kaolo tribe. Civilians
sprawled on the floor after the
Nonoy Sanama, Morelo Sanama,
assailants left.
Simeon Salda, Jun Moda, Claude
Weeks later, on March 27, couple
Palbe, Garzon Palbe, Renel Ompao,
Arlene, 38, and Arman Almonicar,
and Sabelo Colano were physically
36, were killed by assailants who
assaulted and then brought to the
posed as officials of the Department
73rd IBPA military camp. They were
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR). Arman sustained eventually surrendered to the police
on Feburary 15, facing trumped-up
five gunshot wounds while Arlene
charges of frustrated murder and
sustained six. They were brought
illegal possession of firearms. They
to the hospital but were declared
were later transferred to the BJMP in
dead-on-arrival. The Almonicar
Baluntay, Alabel, Sarangani.
couple were active members of
On February 18, Karapatan
Nagkahiusang Mag-uuma sa Laak
documented the displacement of
(NAMULAK) in Laak, Compostela
691 residents in Maddela, Quirino
Valley. The couple was with their
17-year-old son when they were fatally province due to the deployment
of troops from the 86th IBPA. The
shot. Their son, after witnessing the
shooting, ran away, shouting for help. military claimed they had a run-in
with the NPA on February 20, but
Given the spate of killings, it is
hypocritical for the AFP to talk about residents claimed otherwise.
On March 11, around 2pm,
peace, while their guns are pointed
Hugpong sa mga Mag-uuma
at civilian communities. The all-outsa Mabini Compostela Valley
war has revealed the tendency of the
current government, as with previous (HUMABIN) reported that the 46th
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IBPA, 72nd IBPA, and the 1001st
Brigade conducted intensive military
operations in the towns of Mabini,
Compostela Valley, following a
reported encounter between the
AFP and the NPA. Subsequently,
the military dropped bombs in the
barangays of Del Pilar, Cabuyuan,
Panggibiran, and Cadunanang.
Due to ongoing military operations,
around 75 families from the villages
of Magpalusong and Patawon in Brgy.
Cabuyuan evacuated to the town
elementary school. A witness said that
at least ten (10) bombs were dropped
in the area, causing panic and
distress among residents. Evacuees
also reported that they found their
houses ransacked and the goods from
their stores stolen.
In a separate incident on March
11, Suara Bangsamoro reported
that around 1am, four (4) bombs
were dropped from FA-50 fighter
jets operated by the 57th IBPA in
Brgy. Andabit, Maguindanao.
This resulted to the displacement
of around 300 families. Some 600

soldiers aboard army trucks and
tanks were also seen entering the
community at around 5:30am. The
6th Infantry Division confirmed
the bombings, stating that it w as
done to drive away members of
the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF). A BIFF leader, on
the other hand, retorted on radio
that they have no camp nor any
membership based in Brgy. Andabit.
Also, on March 13, around 2:30am,
bombings in the barangays of
Datu Salbo and Datu Saudi in the
municipality of Ampatuan were also
reported.
Even a National Peace and
Humanitarian Mission led by Bayan,
Karapatan, and the People Working
for Peace in barangays Kaylaway and
Aga in Nasugbu, Batangas on March
13 was not spared from harassment
and intimidation. The mission was
conducted to provide immediate food
relief and support for at least 200
residents in the said villages, after
reports of hamletting, among other
violations. The presence of soldiers
In a psychosocial
intervention conducted
after the military operation
in Malibcong, Abra,
“Mark,”6, drew a rifle that
he saw AFP troops carried.
Other children drew fighter
planes. (Abie Alino, Pinoy
Weekly)

and the hovering of at least two Huey
helicopters in communities even
during the mission have caused fear
and worry among the residents and
mission delegates alike.
In Brgy. Hinimbangan, Kitcharao,
Agusan del Norte, on March 14, more
than 300 individuals evacuated to the
barangay’s elementary school after
hearing a loud explosion followed
by an exchange of gunfire. The next
day, the evacuees had to move farther
towards the municipal gymnasium in
the town of Kitcharao, six kilometers
away from their community. Later,
on March 16, several residents
who attempted to return to their
community had to go back when the
29th IBPA fired a cannon three times
from their position in Camp Edward,
situated at the neighboring town of
Alegria, aimed at surrounding areas
of Brgy. Hinimbangan, Kitcharao.
On March 18, residents were able to
slowly return home when 156 soliders
of the 29th IBPA left their community
on board five 6x6 army trucks. The
more than 300 residents returned
successfully around 1pm on the
18th but had to evacuate again
back to the municipal gymnasium
in the evening because of soldiers
returning yet again. Elements of
the 29th IBPA has set up camp in
the community of Kitcharao since
September 2, 2016.
In a separate incident on March
16, trouble came to at least 56
families, including 200 children,
when the AFP’s 24th IBPA dropped
at least 14 phosphorous bombs in
their community in Malibcong,
Abra. The aerial strikes caused
forest fires and damaged fields
in the barangays of Lat-ey and
Bangilo. They exposed civilians
to harm and forced schools to
suspend classes. The AFP released
a statement insisting that the NPA
caused the forest fires and denied
the aerial strikes despite repeated
testimonies from villagers that the
military’s four fighter jets circled
the community and dropped
bombs.
To appease public outrage
at the series of state terroristic
attacks, the AFP characteristically
resorted back to make-believe
stories and outrageous lies. Their
worn out narrative of “Peace
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and Development” programs to
substantiate their unwanted presence
in communities has now been
discarded in favor of a new excuse:
“encounters”. As in the case of the
evacuation in Maddela, Quirino and
the bombings in Malibcong, Abra,
imaginary encounters and a renewed
vigor for playing the blame game is
becoming the AFP’s favorite tool to
save its own skin and salvage what
little credibility they still have.

The continuing practice of illegal
arrest and detention
The start of February signaled
the renewed spate of illegal arrests,
immediately after Duterte lost his
temper and threatened to end the
peace talks. Even after he reiterated
his stand to continue with the quest
for peace, the militarist AFP and its
US uncle, through the state security
forces, took advantage and proceeded
with renewed vigor to arrest and
detain activists, development
workers, peace consultants and
civilians on the basis of fabricated
charges and in keeping with Oplan
Kapayapaan. From February 3 to
12, 2017, Karapatan documented 15
arrested individuals who are still
detained, adding to the number of the
country’s political prisoners.
Ariel Arbitrario, an NDFP
consultant who was released
on bail last August 2016, was
rearrested on February 6 in Toril,
Davao City.
On February 7, development
worker Rogina Quilop, 49, was
arrested in Bacolod City for
murder. She is the administrative
officer of the Center for People’s
Resources and Services (CPRS).
Two days later, on February
9, Sarah Abellon-Alikes was
accosted by elements of the AFP
while on her way to downtown
Baguio City. She is a member
of the Board of Directors of the
Regional Development Center
– Katinnulong Dagiti Umili
ti Amianan (RDC-Kadaumi).
Alikes, a Kanakaney-Igorot,
is a pioneer of the Cordillera
People’s Alliance (CPA). She was
detained for two days without
charges before being turned
over to the PNP on February

11 for trumped-up charges of arson
and robbery. She is now temporarily
released on bail.
On February 11, after an
encounter between the 73rd IBPA
and the NPA in Sitio Tangis and
Sitio Salutan, Brgy. Datal Anggas,
Alabel in Sarangani Province, the
AFP launched an aerial bombing
operation, dropping a total of six
bombs. Around 100 families were
forced to evacuate to the barangay
center of Datal Anggas. The soldiers
arrested eight civilians whom they
used as guides in their operations.
The detainees are still in the custody
of the military, as the AFP troops
remain encamped in the community.
On February 12, at around 10am,
Ferdinand Castillo, 57, was arrested
without a warrant by combined
elements of the CIDG, ISG, and
ISAFP in Caloocan City. He was
blindfolded for almost four hours
following interrogations before he
was finally brought to the PNP-CIDG
office in Camp Crame, Quezon City.
Castillo is facing trumped-up charges
of murder and attempted murder
and illegal possession of firearms.
He was eventually transferred to
SICA Taguig City Jail. Castillo was a
youth activist at the University of the
Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City,
and is currently the campaign officer
of Bayan Metro Manila.

On March 7, four peasant
organizers of the Kalipunan ng
Samahang Magsasaka sa Timog
Katagalugan (Kasama-TK) were
arrested and wounded in Brgy.
Camflora, San Andres, Quezon
province, during and after the
reported operations of elements
of the Southern Luzon Command
(SOLCOM) in the community. Those
arrested where Christopher Redota,
26, Jennifer Yuzon, 22, Teteng
Yuzon, and Dana Marie Marcellana.
The spate of arrests continued as
Lilia Bucatcat, 70, was arrested by
elements of the CIDG and the ISAFP
in the morning of March 9, while
walking her dog in Marikina City. She
was a former peasant organizer in

Castillo arrested without warrant

Region

TOTAL
No. of PPs

Women

NDF
Consultants
& Staff

Arrested
Under
Aquino

Arrested
Under
Duterte

Cordillera Administrative Region
Ilocos
Cagayan Valley
Central Luzon
Southern Tagalog
Bicol
National Capital Region
Western Visayas
Central Visayas
Eastern Visayas
Northern Mindanao
Caraga
Socsksargen
Western Mindanao
Southern Mindanao
ARMM

9
7
7
23
36
98
7
4
29
21
29
25
6
102
0

2
1
13
1
7
1
1
1
2
7
-

1
3
0
0

6
7
3
13
30
44
6
2
25
15
29
13
6
69
0

2
1
3
3
2
1
10
11
0

403
122
31
3

36

4

268

33

TOTAL
Sickly
Elderly
Arrested Minor

TABLE 3
Political Prisoners (as of March 2017)
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Western Samar. She was slapped with
trumped-up charges of arson. She
is detained in the CIDG-PNP office
in Camp Crame, Quezon City. She
was transferred to a provincial jail in
Samar, Eastern Visayas.

Political Prisoners
As the filing of trumpedup charges against activists and
members of progressive organizations
continued, political prisoners
numbered to 403 by the end of March
31, 2017. Thirty three of the 403 were
arrested by the Duterte government.
Commonly used as a State maneuver
to silence genuine opposition and
to stop human and people’s rights
defenders and activists from
continuing with their work, the police
and the military have again resorted
to using perjured testimonies,
defective and alias warrants, and
dubious narratives.
The release of political prisoners
which was deemed as a priority
commitment of the GRP during the
start of the peace negotiations has yet
to be fulfilled. Apart from the August
2016 releases of NDFP consultants
who were jailed for trumped-up
charges despite protection accorded
by the Joint Agreement on Safety
and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG),
promised release of political
detainees on humanitarian grounds
remain unfulfilled. The Duterte
administration has yet to also comply
with the immediate release of the four
detained NDFP consultants as stated
in the March 11 Joint Statement.

“Criminalization of Poverty”
The poor has proven to be
the loser in Duterte’s war against
drugs, comprising the majority of
a staggering 8,000 drug-related
extra-judicial killings in a span of
over nine months. Concentrating on
police action without addressing the
roots of the socio-economic causes
of the use and trade of illicit drugs,
the Duterte administration has
created and enforced a policy devoid
of respect for human dignity. Drug
addiction has no one single cause but
there is no denying that it is affecting
more impoverished communities
already afflicted by marginalization
and socioeconomic insecurity. The
drug war has insidiously spiraled into
a war against the poor, and with the
administration’s drive to eradicate
criminality seemingly tantamount to
eradicating the poor.
While it is true that the
proliferation of illegal drugs, and the
criminality that results from it, is a
major problem in the country, the
encouragement of drug-related EJK
normalizes the abuse of power and
unaccountability of State security
forces. The police and the military

have long been the perpetrators
of human rights violations in the
country, and thus should not be given
a free pass for State violence. Killings
and illegal arrests should not be the
norm, yet it becomes an increasingly
acceptable reality when coupled with
the government rhetoric of “war on
drugs”, “nanlaban” (resisting arrest),
or “legitimate police operation”.
Statements from the President
on pardoning policemen who
commit rights violations are equally
alarming, and have contributed to
the prevalence of impunity. Duterte
has earlier assured protection for
cops implicated in the course of
the drug war, citing the policemen
charged with the murder of Albuera
town Mayor Rolando Espinosa Sr.
who was killed inside his cell. The
National Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) disputed claims by the involved
policemen that Espinosa fought back,
which led to the filing of murder
charges against Supt. Marvin Marcos
and 18 other cops. The President,
however, quickly dismissed this
and said that those involved will
not only be pardoned should they
be convicted, but will also be
promoted. This becomes increasingly
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problematic because police officials
are also involved in the drug trade in
one way or another. The multifaceted
cause of the problem and the
intricate relationship of players in
this illicit economy begs for a more
comprehensive solution than simply
giving an already disrepute police
force the license to kill.
In attempts to highlight
the violations done against urban
poor communities in the course of
the drug war, a campaign network
initiated by faith-based institutions
and people’s organizations against the
drug menace and for the protection
of people’s rights amid drug-related
killings was formed. Rise Up for Life
and for Rights has led a campaign
for justice and accountability. On
March 14, 2017, along with
families of victims and
lawyers from the National
Union of Peoples’ Lawyers
(NUPL), double murder
and administrative
charges were filed against
nine Caloocan
City police
officers led
by DSOU
chief PSupt.
Ali Jose
Duterte for
the killing
of Luis
Bonifacio
and his
son,
Gabriel
Lois, on

September 15, 2016, as police
conducted operations in line with
Oplan Tokhang and Oplan Double
Barrel.
While Duterte’s “the end justifies
the means” platform in addressing
the drug menace remains devoid
of respect for law and basic human
rights, he is not altogether lacking
sense in pointing out the bigger
picture. Duterte has blamed the
Mexico-based Sinaloa drug cartel
for the proliferation of drugs in
the country, an allegation which
should have opened up a wider
array of discourse as to the source
of drug supply in the country, and
consequently, the preventive policies
that can be forwarded. This
is telling of an increasing
need to contextualize
the drug problem
as a tangled web
of international
linkages, the role
of bureaucrat
capitalists and the
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imperative to acknowledge it as an
economic phenomenon involving
cartels, institutions, and even
powerful governments such as
the United States. Cutting off
supply means tracing sources to
powerful people, organizations, and
governments that benefit from the
trade of illegal drugs – an entire
system built on profit despite adverse
and oftentimes irreversible damage
to persons. Illicit drug trade is
primarily an economic phenomenon
and should be resolved in the context
of transnational linkages, the web
of corrupt government officials and
State security forces in cahoots
with drug syndicates, and the
over-all maldevelopment ushered
by imperialist globalization. The
problem is systemic, so should the
solution be.
The involvement of the poor in
the use and trade of illegal drugs
stems from a deep-seated socioeconomic problem, one that should
behoove the government to use an
economic development model that
translates to higher funding for social
services such as education, health
and housing, and the nationalization
of industries to provide the
generation of local jobs with
living wages and tenure
– a development model
that is not patterned
on the neoliberal
agenda forwarded by
imperialist nations such
as the United States
and the financial and
banking institutions
under its wing.
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CONTINUING ATTACKS AGAINST PEOPLE’S ECONOMIC RIGHTS
Across regimes, Philippine key leaders have directed the country towards a neoliberal economic framework where
key sectors and services were handed off to the private sector. An uneven and backward economy which resulted from
the lack of national industries and which is dependent on an export-oriented and import-dependent trade heralded
a suitable environment for capitalists to exploit workers, continuously depriving the poor of their economic rights.
The Duterte administration has promised change but it has largely maintained neoliberal policies, actively advocated
by the neoliberal triumvirate composed of the Department of Finance, Department of Budget and Management, and
the National Economic and Development Authority. These departments, headed by Carlos Dominguez, Benjamin
Diokno, and Ernesto Pernia respectively, have opposed pro-people campaigns such as the SSS pension hike and the
moratorium on land conversion proposed by DAR Secretary Rafael Mariano.
There is not only impunity
among State security forces but
also among big corporations
and private firms. On February
1, 2017, a massive fire engulfed
the Japanese corporation House
Technology Industries (HTI)
plant in the Cavite Export
Processing Zone (CEPZ). The
Philippine Economic Zone
Authority (PEZA) and the
Bureau of Fire Protection
admitted that no comprehensive
investigation has been done.
According to the findings
of the fact finding mission
conducted by the Center for
Trade Union and Human
Rights (CTUHR), along with
Karapatan and other people’s
organizations, there are 1,328
HTI workers still unaccounted
for. That government officials
themselves remain silent about
the investigation of the fire is
a testament to the dangers of
economic policies that prevent
the government from regulating
and intervening in the conduct
of employers, as is the case
in special economic zones
across the country. No proper
resolution has been made,
nor have there been concrete
steps to ensure that no similar
incidents happen again.
Instead of ensuring that
worker’s rights are upheld,
the Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) has
instead signed on an order that
contributes to the exploitation
of workers. On March 15, 2017,
DOLE Secretary Silvestre
Bello III issued Department

Order (DO) 174 as
a response to the
worker’s clamor to end
contractualization.
According to Bello,
this order explicitly
bans “endo”
schemes to avoid
the regularization of
workers, as well as
for the establishment
of “industrial
peace” – a balance
between management
and the workers.
Unfortunately, far
from being a solution
to contractual
employment schemes,
the order further
legitimizes such practices.
Instead of decisively
acting to give workers
what is due them while
subsequently regulating
and keeping employers in
check, DOLE cites limits
to its powers despite
sufficient authority
accorded to it by the Labor

Hundreds of contractual workers of HTI
were trapped in the factory blaze. To
date, no one was held accountable and
justice remain elusive for the victims.
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Kadamay successfully occupied
idle relocation units.

Code. Duterte has yet to comply with
its promise to end contractualization.
The new President has yet to set itself
apart from his predecessors like BS
Aquino and Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
among others, with regard to putting
the people’s welfare before profits for
the few.
Amid the onslaught of repressive
policies such as the war on drugs,
the urban poor who are commonly
in the informal sector have had
their economic rights neglected all
throughout regimes. Housing, along
with basic social services such as
education and health, were privatized

in cahoots with big
private corporate
firms to make
profit out of the
poverty of the
poor majority. The
National Housing
Authority (NHA)
itself reported that
out of the 52, 341
housing units built
nationwide, only
8,327 are occupied.
In Bulacan alone,
there are 10,000
idle relocation
units. Houses
in relocation
units are built using substandard
materials and are of poor quality and
are located in areas far from their
livelihood.
This entire ordeal has prompted
the urban poor, led by Kalipunan
ng mga Damayang Mahihirap
(KADAMAY), to launch its
#OccupyBulacan campaign on March
8, 2017, occupying 5,208 idle houses
in Pandi, Bulacan. This campaign is
the urban poor’s response to years of
government neglect, as well as an act
of protest against neoliberal policies
that have deprived them of access to
social services.
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CHALLENGES
Despite the turbulent state of the
peace talks at the start of the year,
as well as the non-resumption of the
ceasefire declared by the AFP and
the NPA, the fourth round of the
peace negotiations was successfully
concluded on April 2 to 6, 2017 in
the Netherlands. However, the gap
from when Duterte unilaterally
cancelled the talks and when it was
finally continued showed the AFP’s
propensity for complete disregard
of people’s rights, escalating their
attacks on rural communities by
aerial strikes, indiscriminate firing
and bombing, harassment, and
gunning down community leaders.
Warmongers in the upper echelon of
the military have shown their fangs,
having more to gain in a war setting
than in seriously undertaking socioeconomic reforms. Nonetheless,
the continuation of the peace talks
jumpstarted discussion on the
Comprehensive Agreement on Social
and Economic Reforms (CASER),
with crucial agenda such as free land
distribution already underway.
Duterte’s criticism of US
intervention is a first among his
predecessors, placing in the national
discourse the issue of the unfair
relationship between the US and the

12

Karapatan Monitor

Philippines and our capacity to move forward without
US aid. This relationship has been characterized by
one-sided economic trade deals and military agreements
that only benefit the US. The challenge is for the Duterte
administration to walk the talk and push forward the
scrapping of such one-sided deals which leave no benefit
for the Filipino people. Such agreements include the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA)
which not only trample on the nation’s sovereignty, but
also perpetuate impunity with regard to the violations
committed by US troops. With another counterinsurgency program following the framework of the US
COIN, there can be no respite from the series of rights
violations.
Despite some positive pronouncements from the
current administration, there is still an increasing
imperative to further the people’s campaign against
fascist attacks and repressive policies of the AFP and
the militarists in the Duterte administration exercising

influence and pressure on the President. Duterte,
instead of siding with them or being swayed, should
exercise his tough guy persona against the peace
saboteurs and fascists surrounding him. Top-ranking
military officials including AFP chief Gen. Eduardo Ano
and DND Secretary Delfin Lorenzana have yet to be
made accountable for their crimes and have remained
instrumental in the non-release of political prisoners and
the declaration of an all-out-war.
The people will strive to fulfill their vow to
expose, condemn and fight State, military, police and
corporate abuses and anything that tramples on their
economic, political, civil, social, and cultural rights.
While the continuation of the peace talks is a welcome
development, it is the people’s movement that will ensure
that continuing rights violations resulting from neoliberal, fascist, and repressive policies and programs will
ultimately be eliminated to remove impediments to a just
and lasting peace.
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