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here has been no substantial change from martial law to Noynoy Aquino, especially in the human
rights situation in the country. This is the logical conclusion one could draw after the horrors of
repression during martial law were recalled and highlighted during the commemoration of its 40th year
of imposition. Brought to the fore were stories of gross human rights violations during one of the darkest
periods in Philippine history.

Illustration: Ivan Bryan Reverente

Noynoy Aquino led the government’s commemoration
of the 40th year of martial law and, for the nth time, recalled
the sufferings of his family under the dictatorship. A week
later, Noynoy Aquino would be seen in the company of
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, the architect of martial law, and
Imelda Marcos, the dictator’s widow. Meanwhile, victims
of martial law still have to see the Aquino government’s
will to push for the indemnification of the victims of
Marcos’s campaign of suppression. The indemnification
of martial law victims remains sidetracked, 26 years
after the dictatorship was ousted. So much for justice and
indemnification.

Despite the “restored democracy” and “democratic
space” after the downfall of the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship,
the same stories happen today, sans the formal declaration
of martial law – the stories of killings and disappearances,
the mass arrests, detention and torture, the bombings and
intense military operations, the use of paramilitary and
fanatic groups and the forced evacuation of communities.
These violations never stopped after martial law, from
Cory Aquino to Noynoy Aquino.
Apologists, both inside and outside the Aquino
government, easily dismiss the similarities in the situation
as aberrations, that the number of victims today are no
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match to the thousands 40 years ago when, they say, human
rights violations were institutionalized.
Satur Ocampo, President of the Makabayan Coalition, in
his keynote address to the 4th Karapatan Congress outlined
some of the repressive Marcos Presidential Decrees (PD)
and General Order (GO) that still exist and are being
implemented up to the present. Among these were: General
Order 66 (authorizing military-police checkpoints); GO 67
(authorizing warrantless arrests); PD 1866 (penalizing illegal
possession of firearms in relation to rebellion); Batasang
Pambansa 880 (restricting the right to public assembly);
and Executive Order 129 (authorizing demolitions of urbanpoor communities).
Not one of the administrations that succeeded the U.S.Marcos dictatorship ever repealed these laws, reoriented
the Armed Forces or dismantled the structures that
propped up the dictatorship. These, undoubtedly, have
institutionalized State repression up to the current
government of Noynoy Aquino.

TABLE 1:
Violation of Civil & Political Rights under the
(July 2010 to September 2012)
Violation
Extrajudicial Killing
Enforced Disappearance
Torture
Rape
Frustrated Extrajudicial Killing
Illegal Arrest without Detention
Illegal Arrest and Detention
Illegal Search and Seizure
Physical Assault and Injury
Forced Eviction/Demolition
Violation of Domicile
Destruction of Properties
Divestment of Properties
Forced Evacuation
Threat/Harassment/Intimidation
Indiscriminate Firing
Forced/Fake Surrender
Forced Labor/Involuntary Servitude
Use of Civilians in Police and/or Military
Operations as Guides and/or Shield
Use of Schools, Medical, Religious and Other
Public Places for Military Purpose
Restriction or Violent Dispersal of Mass Actions,
Public Assemblies and Gatherings
*All victims are minors

Extrajudicial killings and paramilitary groups

Without end, extrajudicial killings, then called “salvaging”
under martial law, continue. They are still perpetrated
by both the regular members of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines and/or its adjunct paramilitary groups.
The paramilitary forces, called Civilian Home Defense Force
(CHDF), were one of the trademarks of the martial law years.
Instead of dismantling these forces, Cory Aquino who, like her
son, promised to be the exact opposite of their predecessors,
legitimized these forces through Executive Order 264, and
renamed the much hated armed groups into what is now
known as the CAFGU (Civilian Armed Forces Geographical
Units). CAFGU operates under the direct supervision of the
AFP. Noynoy did not only maintain but also expanded these
forces, through the creation of the SCAA (Special Civilian
Armed Auxiliary).
Fr. Tulio Favali, PIME, who was assigned in Tulunan,
North Cotabato, became a symbol of the gruesome killings
during martial law. After 26 years, on October 17, 2011,
under the Noynoy Aquino government,
Fr. Pops Tentorio, another PIME priest in
Arakan Valley, also in North Cotabato
was killed. Both were victims of
Noynoy Aquino Gov’t
paramilitary groups.
The savagery by which Fr. Favali was
killed could be seen in the case of Genesis
No. of victims
Ambason, 23, who was shot, then tortured
to death on Sept. 13, 2012 at around 8 pm.
114
Ambason was with four other
12
companions on their way to Binikalan
70
village to mine as well as to buy gold.
Genesis had with him PhP 18,000 cash to
3*
buy gold. They also carried a gold pan,
127
a weighing scale, and water gallon. They
223
had walked a long way and decided to
224
take a rest, some 200 meters from the
200
detachment of the 26th Infantry Battalion
in Sitio Tambo.
192
They had not rested long when they
8,266
heard footsteps, hurrying towards
369
their direction. Ambason shined his
flashlight towards the footsteps, and
7,699
they were suddenly fired at, with
268
shots coming from the direction of
29,613
the detachment. Ambason was hit in
22,173
the volley of gunfires, and he was left
behind as his companions scattered in
6,727
different directions.
45
The next day, at around 6 am,
162
Ambason’s body was found some 130
meters from the 26th IB detachment.
296
Ambason’s relative brought it home to
Almira, Ambason’s 19-year-old wife
17,277
who is eight-months pregnant with
their first child.
2,399
As Almira cleaned her dead husband’s
body, she wept as she saw how badly he
was mutilated. Ambason sustained four gunshot wounds,
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two at the right side of the chest, and
two at the back, one on each side of
the spine near the hips. There were
dark bruises in his chest and face. But
what was hardest to accept for Almira
was that Ambason’s teeth were all
gone, and his head was soft, appeared
smaller, and was unrecognizable.
She suspected that her husband was
tortured.
The PhP 18,000 cash that Ambason
carried in his beltbag was gone, and
the CAFGU men at the detachment
refused to return it. Almira said that
it was supposed to be used to buy
gold and to cover the expenses for
the new baby.
Almira was enraged when Artemio
Sublidan, a CAFGU and assistant
cadre of the 26th IB, claimed that
his group clashed with Ambason’s
group of New People’s Army rebels.
Ambason’s companions were also
charged with rebellion.
Ambason’s
organization,
the
Posters of Fr. Tulio Favali and Fr. Pops Tentorio were exhibited during the commemoration of martial law. Both were killed
by paramilitary groups, the former during the Marcos dictatorship, the latter under Noynoy Aquino.
Tagdumahan had been resisting the
entry of large-scale mining in their
ancestral lands, particularly the Malampay, Tambuli and On June 24, soldiers forcibly entered their compound, which
Makilala Mining corporations. Since the 80s, the Banwaon traumatized his three children.
Arnolfo stood in behalf of the farmers of sitio Bug-ang
tribe of San Luis and the adjacent communities have fought
against the incursion of foreign and local mining corporations who asserted their right to till the land that was being
in their ancestral domain. Tagdumahan is also a member of claimed by Raul Baterna, a former Phil. Constabulary (PC)
officer, whose goons belonged to the RPA-ABB.  
KALUMBAY, a regional indigenous people’s alliance.
A witness said that in the morning of July 9, Baterna’s
During the Arroyo regime, Tagdumahan had been
tagged as a communist front by the military. On Sept. hired farm workers were in the sugarcane fields. Four of
28, 2009, Tagdumahan’s chair, Aladino Badbaran or “Datu the men were just standing around and not working. One
Mansubaybay”, 45, was ambushed with his pregnant wife of them, in dirty white jacket, was talking on a cellphone.
in Balit village, San Luis. Datu Mansubaybay was killed The witness said it was that the same man who was seen
walking away after Arnolfo was shot dead.
while his wounded wife escaped.
On July 22, the eve of the protest against Pres. Aquino’s
To date, there are 114 victims of extrajudicial killings and 127
frustrated extrajudicial killings under the more than two-year State of the Nation Address (SONA), Marilou “Malou”
Valle, 43, President of the Samahan sa Sitio Damayang
old Aquino administration.
After the killing of Dutch volunteer Willem Geertman Nananambakan- Kadamay, was shot and killed at around
on July 4, two suspected members of another paramilitary 5:30 pm, in front of her house in Happyland, Barangay 105,
group, the Revolutionary Proletarian Army-Alex Boncayao Tondo, Manila. Her two children heard the gunshots and
Brigade (RPA-ABB) shot and killed farmer Arnolfo “Junjun” saw barangay tanods (village guards) and brothers Benjamin
Vaflor Jr. on July 9, in Sitio Vergara, barangay Bug-ang, or “Ben” and Raffy Tejas leaving their house. Malou’s
16-year-old son rushed to the nearest police station, the PCP
Toboso, Negros Occidental.
At around 4:30 pm, Arnolfo was in front of his house when Sub-station 10, and reported the shooting. The policemen did
two men appeared from the sugarcane field. The gunman not take any action. The Tejas brothers even went back and
had his face covered with a white cloth, while the other man threatened the victim’s family and neighbours. The two once
was behind him. The gunman shouted at Arnolfo not to again fired shots at Malou’s lifeless body.
That same night, the Tejas brothers and several
run as he aimed his gun, but Arnolfo was able to run a short
companions forced their way into the residence of Malou’s
distance, before he was gunned down.
Arnolfo was a member of the Pakigdaet sa Kalambuan brother, Gerry Bacani, and shot him. Gerry and his 20-year(PSK), an affiliate of the National Federation of Sugar old son Ninoy were both wounded in the shooting.
Four months prior to the killing, on March 4, the Tejas
Workers (NFSW). He was also the business manager of the
Vergara Magtuod Development Cooperative. Before he was brothers and their other relatives had threatened Malou
killed, soldiers of the 62nd IB kept him under surveillance. and her teenage daughter at home, because Malou
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distributed Kadamay leaflets in
TABLE 2: Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance
the community. In turn, Malou
under the Noynoy Aquino Gov’t
filed cases of grave threat and child
by Region (July 2010 to September 2012)**
abuse. The Tejas brothers did not
Region
Extrajudicial Killing
Enforced Disappearance
attend the last hearing on July 20,
Cordillera Administrative Region
1
0
two days before they killed Malou.
Cagayan Valley
2
0
On July 31, Malou’s family filed
Ilocos
2
0
murder charges against the Tejas
Central Luzon
9
0
brothers at the Manila City hall.
Southern Tagalog
18
3
What is alarming in the Malou
Bicol
33
1
NCR
6
0
Valle killing was that the village
Western Visayas
9
4
guards were armed despite the fact
Central Visayas
1
0
that they were allowed to carry
Eastern
Visayas
7
0
only a policeman’s cudgel. The
Northern Mindanao
3
0
Tejas brothers are also known in
Caraga
4
3
the community for their alleged
Socsksargen
4
0
involvement in criminal activities.
Western Mindanao
1
0
In Maguindanao, on August 7, at
Southern Mindanao
11
1
9 pm, residents of barangay Satan,
ARMM
3
0
Total
114*
12
Datu Unsay were preparing to
Organized
50
5
sleep when they heard an explosion
Women
15
0
that sounded like a bazooka,
coming from the detachment of
* Previously unreported cases of EJK in 2010 and 2011 included.
the 45th Infantry Battalion in
** 13 EJK victims documented from July to September 2012
the next village. Some farmers
went out to herd their carabaos to
In Pampanga, suspected death squads shot and killed
safety. One of them, Ismael Abdula was hit in the head
and was immediately killed. Another farmer, Tamano Feliciano “Tata Poncing” Infante, 64, president of the
Pandan Jeepney Drivers’ Association (PJDA) and of the
Kalantungan was wounded by shrapnels.
Ismael’s wife, Vilma, was too scared to go out and Angeles city-wide transport federation PASADA, which
retrieve her husband’s body. She saw his remains the next is affiliated with the Pinag-isang Samahan ng Tsuper at
Operators Nationwide (PISTON). He was also a founding
day, August 8, 2012, when they buried it.
Vilma and other residents of their community believed member of the Abe Kapampangan party.
Sept. 3, at around 5:25 pm, Tata Poncing was sitting
that the mortar that killed her husband was from the
45th Infantry Battalion, Phil. Army, in Bgy Meta. She in front of a stall at the Pandan Transport Terminal in
also added that there was no presence of the Bangsamoro Jaoville, Pandan, Angeles City, when two men, suspected
to be state agents, on board a black motorcycle entered
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) in their community.
The Abdula children were forced to stop schooling. the terminal and went behind Tata Poncing. One of the
Their two carabaos were also killed by the bazooka and men got off the motorcycle and fired three shots at Tatang
there is no more livelihood to feed the children. Vilma Poncing, hitting him on the neck and above the nape.
cries out for justice for the death of her husband. The The assailants fled towards the access road going to Bgy.
other residents are also seeking justice for what happened, Ninoy Aquino. They abandoned their motorcycle at the
third gate of the village.  
and want the military to pay for the destroyed property.

L-R: Genesis Ambason, Marilou Valle
and Arnulfo Vaflor Jr. were involved
in their communities’ fight for land
and decent housing.
Opposite: Asmayrah Usman was
killed by stray bullets while her
father, Mujahed, was wounded.
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Children killed during military operations

Since the second quarter of 2012, the incidents of human
rights violations involving children are alarmingly on the
rise. Of the 114 cases extrajudicial killings, 11 are minors,
mostly killed by indiscriminate firing during military
operations conducted in rural communities or in the
company of parents who were targets of liquidation.
Four children were among the 13 victims of killings this
quarter. Three were Moro girls killed by indiscriminate
firing by suspected soldiers in ARMM.
In the first week of August, military operations
intensified in several areas in the Autonomous Region
of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) after three Phil. Army
soldiers were killed in an ambush by suspected BIFF
members in Mindanao State University (MSU) in Marawi
City. The armed clashes triggered evacuations as villagers
tried to elude being caught in the crossfire.
But there was nowhere to run, as shown by the deaths of
a farmer and two children.
The family of Asmayrah Usman was among the
residents who left Iganagampong village, Datu Unsay
after firefighting broke out between the military and
members of the BIFF in the first week of August. They
sought shelter at the Mahad Norul Ittihad Evacuation
Center, in Salbo village, Datu Saudi Ampatuan, thinking
that they would be safe there.
On Aug. 21, they were already sleeping in their tent
when they heard gunshots. Mujahed Budi Usman, 33,
was hit and wounded in the left foot, with the bullet
going up through to his thigh. There was no electricity
at the evacuation center, and his wife Alibai thought that
their daughter Asmayrah was just asleep. Alibai left her
with a relative as she rushed Mujahed to the barangay
health center to be treated.
Mujahed and Alibai were shocked when they
learned that four-year old Asmayrah had died while
they were at the health center. It turned out that she
too was hit by a stray bullet, which went through
the right side of her stomach. Mujahed was brought
to the Cotabato Regional and Medical Center for
treatment. Asmayrah was buried on August 22 in
Bgy. Iganagampong.
The 1st Mechanized Infantry
Brigade is based in Salbo village,
but the evacuees suspected that the
firing came from the direction of
the military detachment in Bagan
village, Guindulungan.
In the evening of August 22,
Mujahed was onboard the Datu
Saudi
Ampatuan
municipal
ambulance and was being
transported back to the evacuation
center from the hospital in
Cotabato City, when they were
stopped at a military detachment
near a mosque in Bgy. Bagan.
Soldiers opened the ambulance
door and took pictures of Mujahed

5
without asking permission. The soldiers told them that they
were just following instructions from their officers.
In the morning of August 23, six men, one of them
identified as a policeman from the Salbo Police Station,
went to see Mujahed. Three of the men wore blue PNP
shirts, while the other two were in plainclothes. They said
that they were soldiers assigned with the 6th Infantry
Division, Camp Siongco Awang, Maguindanao. They took
pictures of Mujahed, again without asking permission.
The men did not give their names and did not explain
their purpose in coming and taking pictures of Mujahed.
The incident frightened the evacuees.
In Marawi City, Lanao del Sur, Gaily Miraato, a six-yearold girl died after being hit by a stray bullet on August
8. At around 9 to 10 in the evening, a series of gunshots
alarmed the residents of the Officers’ Line Compound, on
Engr. Sabar Basman Street, near the Agus hydropower
plant where the 65th Infantry Battalion is stationed.
The Miraato family hid on the second floor of their
house for safety, but a stray bullet hit Gaily’s back, and
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pierced her lungs. The military station was 200 meters
away, and can be seen directly from the second floor of
the house.
It was reported on the media that the station was
attacked by armed men and the soldiers retaliated. The
family belied the reports and firmly believed it was a case
of indiscriminate firing. The incident took place shortly
after three 65th IB soldiers were killed in an ambush at the
Fisheries Drive of Mindanao State University.
Gaily’s family was not able to rush her to the hospital,
as the military barricaded the streets and the area around
the compound. The child was dead on arrival at the Amai
Pakpak Medical Center.
Also in Lanao del Sur, suspected soldiers in Tugaya ran
over a boy with a motorcycle, and then killed his father
who tried to confront them.
On August 14, five-year-old Dada Haron was crossing

the road in Bgy Sugod Mawatan when two men in
soldier’s uniform and with sidearms ran over him with
their motorcycle. Witnesses said that the boy was on
the opposite lane and there was no other vehicle on the
road, but the men still hit him. Dada’s father, Faisal,
rushed to the scene and confronted the suspected
soldiers, who pulled their sidearms and shot him. Faisal
was rushed to Marawi city, while his son was earlier
brought to the Balindong District Hospital. Faisal and
his son both died. It was reported that the suspected
soldiers were killed in an ambush as they passed by the
Tugaya-Bacolod Kalawi road.
Villagers in several ARMM towns are calling for
the pull-out of soldiers and dismantling of military
detachments in their area after the August killings of a
farmer and two children.
On August 7, two motorcycle-riding men shot and
Children evacuees of Datu Unsay join
an activity during the September 13
humanitarian mission by Kawagib.
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killed Malaya barangay chair Merlyn Bermas as she was
commuting from the Labo town market in Camarines
Norte. Merlyn was on board a “hauler”, a roofless tricycle
which is the mode of transportation for villagers in farflung communities, and was headed home along with
other Malaya village residents on board two haulers.
Riding the “hauler” was four-year-old Gerald Oreza,
who sat beside farmer Cenon Maulion, while Gerald’s
mother was on the motorcycle behind the driver. Merlyn
sat at the rear end. When they reached Anameam village,
at around 3:30 pm, two men on a motorcycle went behind
the hauler. The gunman with ski mask, fired two shots,
and hit Merlyn in the back, and four-year-old Gerald in
the head. The gunman fired a third time, grazing Cenon
in the back. As the gunmen fled, a second motorcycle,
with two men on board, followed.
Merlyn’s companions brought her and Gerald to
the Camarines Norte Provincial Hospital in Talobatib
village, Labo, where she was declared dead. Gerald was
transferred to the Bicol Medical Center in Naga City where
he later died.
As Malaya village chair, Merlyn helped expose the Feb.
25, 2012 massacre in her community. Farmer Benjamin
Mancera was killed, along with his two sons, Michael,
10, and Richard, 7, while his 14-year-old daughter was
wounded when 49th Infantry Battalion soldiers strafed
their hut. Merlyn also assisted the surviving members of
the Mancera family who had to find a sanctuary due to
threats to their lives.
Merlyn’s daughter recounted that a year ago, her
mother had received death threats on her cellphone from
suspected military agents who alleged that she was a New
People’s Army member, and threatened that they would
kill her.

On Sept. 4, gunmen shot at Subanon tribe leader
Timuay Lucenio Manda as he brought his 11-year-old
son, Jordan, to school. Timuay was wounded but his son
was killed.
The regional Lumad alliance KALUMARAN believed
that the attempt on Timuay Lucenio’s life was “because
of his unequivocal stand to defend the Subanen ancestral
domain from large-scale mining encroachment in the
Zamboanga Peninsula.” These included the Toronto
Ventures Inc. and the TVI Resource Development/TVI
Pacific Inc. He was also one of those who filed for a writ
of Kalikasan “to protect the Mt. Pinukis Forest Range,
one of the remaining forest frontiers in the Zambanga
del sur Peninsula.”
Aside from the killings, children have also become
victims to military harassment and intimidation, and are
oftentimes used as guides by the military during their
combat operations against the NPA.
In Magpet, North Cotabato, soldiers of the 57th IB
terrorized two boys, whom they forced to serve as guide
in searching for NPA camps. On July 15, at around 8
am, cousins “K” and “B”, both 12-year-old and grade
4 students tried to avoid soldiers as they walked to the
next sitio, but were spotted by some 50 soldiers and
were interrogated. The soldiers forcibly took along the
two boys, who tried to resist, but were threatened by the
soldiers that they would be killed and tied to a rubber
tree if they refused to come along.
The boys pleaded with the soldiers to take the road
because they were barefooted, but the soldiers insisted
on walking in the fields. After walking some distance,
they met another group of about 50 soldiers who joined
them going uphill, which scared the boys even more.
When they reached a hilltop, the boys saw the soldiers
enter a house and ransack it.
At that point, both boys were
tired and scared, and “B” began
TABLE 3:
crying. He told “K” that they
Victims of Extrajudicial Killing & Enforced Disappearance under Noynoy Aquino Gov’t
should just point the soldiers to
by Sector (July 2010 to September 2012)
a bamboo field. The soldiers let
Sector
Extrajudicial Killing
Enforced Disappearance
the boys go at around 3 pm, as
Peasant
66
9
they assaulted the bamboo field.  
Worker
6
0
Indigenous People
15
1
Attacks on indigenous
Government Employee
3
0
peoples and their
Teacher
1
0
communities
Youth and Student
3
1
As
the
Aquino
regime
Environmentalist
5
0
intensifies
the
protection
of
Human Rights Worker
1
0
foreign
mining
corporations,
Entrepreneur
4
0
Lumad leaders in Mindanao
Urban poor
7
1
who continue to resist the entry
Minor
11
0
of large-scale mining in their
Church
3
0
ancestral lands come under
Fisherfolk
1
0
attack, as in the previously
Media
3
0
mentioned cases of the killing of
Moro
3
0
Genesis Ambason and Timuay
Transport
1
0
Lucenio Manda.
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Region
Cordillera Administrative Region
Cagayan Valley
Ilocos
Central Luzon
Southern Tagalog

TOTAL
PPs

Women

2
10
1
13
36

0
4
1
1
3

NDF Consultants
Arrested
& Staff
under Aquino
0
1
0
1
0

2
6
1
3
14

Forced evacuation due to
military operations and
paramilitary actions

Human
rights
violations
triggered by mining interests
continue in San Fernando,
Bukidnon.
There are now 17 Matigsalog
19
0
0
Bicol
9
families who had left their
178
9
7
NCR
30
homes in the mountainous
community to escape harassment
Negros
17
2
1
9
from paramilitary groups in
Panay
7
0
0
1
Sitio Kiranggol, Bgy. Dao, San
Central Visayas
2
0
1
1
Fernando, Bukidnon.
Eastern Visayas
25
7
1
15
On August 16, Alde Salusad
Northern Mindanao
8
0
2
2
and his group of armed men,
Caraga
14
2
0
10
called the New Indigenous
Socsksargen
9
0
0
1
People’s Army for Reform
Western Mindanao
6
0
0
1
(NIPAR),
arrived
in
the
Southern Mindanao
27
2
0
8
community and put up tents as
temporary shelter. A few days
ARMM
27
0
0
10
after, some 70 soldiers of 8th
Total
401
31
14
123
Infantry Battalion arrived with
Sickly
48
members of the Special Cafgu
Elderly
19
Active Auxiliary (SCAA) and
NIPAR. The villagers reported
TABLE 4: Political Prisoners
that four gold processing plants
(as of September 30, 2012)
known locally as “Bolmellan”
were installed at the mining
site by Alde’s group.
They
witnessed Alde’s group cut indigenous trees as materials
Trumped up charges against IP leaders
In Caraga region, two prominent Manobo leaders, in constructing tunnels for their mining operation.
Alde and his father, Benjamin Salusad, also figured in
Jalandoni Campos and Genasque Enriquez, were the
latest victim of this form of harassment, as they were two incidents of divestment of property.
On August 2, Benjamin Salusad and other CAA men
linked to the NPA in the trumped-up charges filed against
them. A warrant of arrest was issued for Jalandoni, chair accosted Cornelio Umbo and two other companions who
of the Malahutayong Pakigbisog alang sa Sumunsunod were on their way to the town center. The paramilitary men
(MAPASU), who was among those charged with rebellion took Cornelio’s gold dust and PhP200, which was intended
and malicious mischief in connection with the April 28, for his transport fare and other expenses as he was to attend
to his daughter who was confined in a hospital.
2011 NPA raid of the Lianga municipal police station.
Two NIPAR members, Mabini Manumbia and Eper
Genasque, chair of the Kahugpongan sa Lumadnong
Organisasyon (KASALO) and the second nominee of the Manyangkal, stopped children from playing in the
Katribu Partylist, was charged with multiple frustrated basketball court by shouting at them and firing their
murder, in connection with the July 21 clash between guns. The incident caused panic among residents which
NPA rebels and soldiers of the 11th Special Action led to evacuation. Some stayed with their relatives in
Company, Special Action Force and the 75th Infantry nearby communities while 10 families trekked from Sitio
Battalion in Km. 8, Sitio Agpan, Bgy. Imelda, Bunawan, Kiranggol to Logdeck 5 village in the next town, Quezon,
Bukidnon for one night and one day. Some families who
Agusan del Sur.
Additional 35 names, all members of MAPASU, were had no relatives elsewhere went and hid in the forest just
added in the August 2011 amended information of said to elude the paramilitary men.
On August 29, the evacuees travelled from Quezon,
criminal case. MAPASU is an organization of Manobo
tribes covering four municipalities in Surigao del Sur. Bukidnon to air their sentiments at the provincial capitol
Both MAPASU and KASALO have stood firm against in Malaybalay City. Instead of assisting the evacuees and
the incursion of mining companies in their communities listening to their grievances, the provincial government
which are rich in mineral resources. The groups also through the PNP prevented the evacuees from staging a
actively campaigned for the pull out of military troops camp-out in front of the provincial capitol.
Alde Salusad was the former leader of the Triom Force
from their ancestral lands and to end military operations,
and
was identified by witnesses as the one who shot and
which have resulted in numerous human rights violations.
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Forced evacuation in Moro and Peasant communities

The killing of the two Moro children was among the
many human rights violations committed against the
Moro people, also as a result of military operations in
their ancestral homelands. The phenomenon of mass
evacuation among the Moro people is unequalled since
martial law.
As of this writing, residents of the villages of
Iganagampong and Maitumaig in Datu Unsay,
Maguindanao Province, reported that they were afraid
to return home after finding their abandoned houses
occupied by soldiers. Many houses were riddled with
bullets and ransacked, with some properties missing.
There were also incidents of strafing of civilians by
soldiers in Iganagampong, Maitumaig and Meta villages.
Evacuees from Dalingaoen village, Pikit town, North
Cotabato province also reported that their homes and
farms were damaged from the military’s mortar shelling
in the first week of August.

Soldiers occupied public and religious facilities, such
as the barangay health center in Iganagampong village, a
school shed at the Maitumaig Elementary School in Datu
Unsay, and the mosque at Bagan village, Guindulungan.
Military detachments and checkpoints in communities
and along the highway proliferated, akin to the height
of the war against the Moro people launched by Marcos
during martial law.
Since early August when the Phil. Army first clashed
with the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighter (BIFF),
Kawagib had reported some 30,000 evacuees in six
Maguindanao towns. The latest are the 200 evacuees
from Datu Unsay town.
Meanwhile, six peasant families from southern Quezon
left their homes in August and sought sanctuary in Manila,
after military operations intensified in their villages this
year. The victims said the scene was reminiscent of the
martial law years, when they were accosted in coconut
farms and interrogated and threatened by soldiers.
Among the evacuees were the wife and son of Felix
Balaston. Balaston was abducted by 85th IB soldiers on
March 27, 2011 in Macalelon, Quezon.
The evacuation is a result of the massive deployment
of military troops, eight battalions to be exact, in the 22
municipalities of Quezon Province.

An army tank is parked and soldiers’ hammocks
hung under a shed at Maitumaig
Elementary School in
Datu Unsay, Maguindanao

KAWAGIB PHOTO

killed Jimmy Liguyon, Matigsalog tribal leader, vice chair
of KASILO and Dao barangay chairman, on March 5 this
year. Triom targeted Liguyon because he refused to allow
mining in the community. Liguyon’s death on March 5
also resulted in the evacuation of the members of his clan,
also at the provincial capitol in Malaybalay City.
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Torture, Illegal Arrests and Detention

Mass leaders and organizers continue to be slapped with
criminal charges, meant to harass them and put them in
jail for crimes they did not commit.
As of September 30, 2012, there are 401 documented
political prisoners, 121 were arrested under the Noynoy
Aquino government.
It has been a year since Malacanang came out with the
statement in September 2011 that there are no political
prisoners in this country. But since then, Karapatan
documentation shows that 49 people were arrested and
detained from September 2011 to September 2012.
On July 4, at 6 pm, police intelligence agents arrested
church worker Agnes Mesina at a café in Tuguegarao City,
Cagayan province, while she was having a meeting with
ACT Teachers Partylist Rep. Antonio Tinio and several
others. Agnes was named in a warrant of arrest for 17
people, including released political detainees Myrna Cruz
and NDF peace consultant Elizabeth Principe who had
already been acquitted of trumped-up criminal charges
filed against them.

Not wanting to leave Agnes alone, Rep. Tinio and other
members of the ACT Teachers partylist spent the night
at the Tuguegarao police station, along with Sister Mela
Alvarez of the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines who
also came that night. There were also other activists who
held vigil outside the police station.
The next day, the police wanted to first bring Agnes to
the Regional Command in Alimannao, Tuguegarao City,
but Agnes and her companions refused, and insisted that
she be brought to the court in Aparri, Cagayan. At around
9:30 am, the police left with Agnes for Aparri, along with
Sr. Mela in a convoy of five vehicles, including the police
escorts, Rep. Tinio and his companions. Agnes was
released after posting bail.
On July 12, at around 2:30 pm, Alexander Yamson was
baking at the Koop Namo bakery in Zone 2, Agusan,
Cagayan de Oro City, when some 30 armed men in
plainclothes came and introduced themselves as members
of the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG).
They asked who was Alexander Yamson and when he
stepped forward, the men pointed their guns at him

Aquino govt continues to ignore ML victims’ cry for justice
“We take on Mendiola once again, just like 40 years ago, so that the son of Ninoy and Cory Aquino would
hear and know that we are still here; and that 40 is not just a number to remember but also a reminder
of the length of time we have been fighting impunity and for the attainment of justice.”
– Marie Hilao-Enriquez, chairperson of SELDA
and daughter of one of the original named plaintiffs
in the Hawaii class suit against the dictator Ferdinand Marcos

Y

ears after the first EDSA People Power Uprising, which led to the downfall
of the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship, justice remains elusive for victims of human
rights violations during the martial law period. Some of them passed away this
year, without seeing the passage of a law that would acknowledge the State’s
moral and legal obligation to render justice to the victims of the worst forms of
rights violations during that period.
Rendering justice to victims includes restitution, compensation,
rehabilitation and guarantees that these crimes will not be committed
again. It is the core principle of the rule of law and one of the main pillars
of democracy. These principles were in the minds of the members of SELDA
(Samahan ng Ex-Detainees Laban sa Detensyon at para sa Amnestiya)
when, in 1986, they initiated the class action suit against the Marcos
family for the thousands of victims of human rights violations during
the dictatorship.
On April 7, 1986, a class action suit for 10,000 victims was filed before the US
Federal District Court System. The suit was consolidated into Multi-District
Legislation (MDL) 840, with two other cases: the case of the 21 Filipino
expatriates in the U.S. led by Vic Clemente and Fluellen Ortigas; and the case
of three victims for the case of Francisco Sison, Jose Maria Sison and Jose
Piopongco. It is now known as the Hilao et al. v. Estate of Marcos case.

On September 22, 1992, the Federal Court issued its judgment in favor of the Marcos
victims. The court found Marcos guilty of gross human rights violations and the
estate of Marcos liable to pay almost $2 billion exemplary damages, and later,
compensatory damages of US$776 million.
On March 1997, the US Supreme Court upheld the decision of the Ninth Circuit and
the Federal courts, making the class action suit for the 10,000 victims a landmark
case on human rights jurisprudence. This final decision became a precedent in the
history of international human rights jurisprudence, which can be invoked by
human rights victims all over the world.
A legislation in the Philippines was required for the enforcement of the US court
decision. But such bill that would indemnify the victims of martial has been
gathering dust in Philippine Congress since it was first filed in 1998 under the
Estrada regime, and through the nine-year rule of Arroyo.
When Benigno Aquino III assumed presidency in 2010, many expected that, as his
parents both suffered under the Marcos dictatorship, Noynoy Aquino would prioritize
the passage of such measure under his administration. In the early days of the Aquino
administration, SELDA said “it’s about time that the victims under the Marcos dictatorship
are accorded a component of justice by recognizing the sacrifice they have made in
fighting for the people’s rights and freedoms; the long-overdue measure in Congress
seeking indemnification for the victims of martial law should be immediately passed.”

“

“
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and his two companions and said: “Ayaw na pagdagan,
naay warrant of arrest para sa imo (Do not run, there’s
a warrant of arrest for you).” They handcuffed Yamson
and dragged him outside, then forced him into a red car,
one of the three vehicles of the arresting team. He was
brought to the CIDG Region X office in Camp Edilberto
Evangelista, Patag, Cagayan de Oro City where he was
interrogated. The police showed him pictures of alleged
NPA personalities as well as activists in Misamis Oriental.
In the morning of July 13, Yamson was brought to the
Regional Trial Court Branch 26 in Medina, Misamis
Oriental. Later that afternoon, he was transferred to the
Misamis Oriental Provincial Jail in Cagayan de Oro City.
He was charged with a complex case of murder, frustrated
murder, robbery and illegal use of firearms at the RTC
Branch 26 in Medina, Misamis Oriental in relation to an
NPA attack in the municipal hall and police station on
August 25, 2011.
Political prisoner Tirso “Bart” Alcantara remains
in solitary confinement in a military detention cell at
Fort Bonifacio, as the Intelligence Security Group of the

In 2011, a bill that was amenable to the ML victims was passed in the House of
Representatives. However, there are serious objections to, and reminders with,
the substitute bill pending at the Senate, which includes the following:
1.

The Senate Substitute Bill must recognize, and duly take into consideration,
the final judgment of the US Federal Court System in the Human Rights
Litigation against the Estate
of Ferdinand E. Marcos
(Multi District Litigation
840) and the Swiss Federal
Supreme Court Decision
of December 10, 1997. The
House version of the bill
provided that persons listed
in the Hawaii judgment will
be considered conclusively
a human rights victim,
which means that all that
the applicant under the said
provision has to prove is
that he, or she, is one of the
Hawaii judgment-creditors.

Rendering justice to victims
includes restitution,
compensation, rehabilitation
and guarantees that
these crimes will not be
committed again. It is the
core principle of the rule
of law and one of the main
pillars of democracy.

“

On the other hand, the
Senate version merely provides for a prima facie or disputable presumption.
Such presumption may be easily challenged by contrary evidence. A
conclusive presumption is better because it is already based on the Hawaii
judgment-creditor. The ML victim is presupposed to have proven his case in
the Hawaii court, and need not undergo the same grueling process again.

Philippine Army continues to defy the Order to “commit
accused Tirso Alcantara at the the PNP Custodial Center at
Camp Crame” issued by the Gumaca Regional Trial Court
on May 9, 2012. Said order was received by Alcantara’s
legal counsels, the Public Interest Law Center (PILC), on
July 18, 2012.
The Court Resolution said that in the 18 months that
Alcantara was under military custody, “he has suffered
inhuman treatment and unreasonable restrictions/
impositions on his rights in the hands of his military
custodians.” The Court acknowledged that “there are
serious threats to his health and security which can only
intensify if his detention at the ISG detention facility in
Fort Bonifacio continues.”

Torture also happens outside prison

Soldiers of the 81st IB tortured two farmers whom they
accosted in Bgy. Kinmarin, Salcedo, Ilocos Sur. On Sept. 15,
Saturnino Habon, 47, and his nephew Arnold Bandiwan, 21,
were on their way to the river to fish when they came upon 20
soldiers conducting operations. The soldiers searched their

2.

The Senate Substitute Bill should acknowledge and recognize the significant
role of the main organizations that worked for the victims’ indemnification
immediately after martial law—particularly in documenting their cases and
filing of complaints for their compensation. SELDA is the main organization
that documented the 9,539 human rights victims immediately after martial
law. The Task Force Detainees of the Philippines (TFDP) and the Friends and
Families of Victims of Disappearances (FIND), were the non-government
organizations that were very active in monitoring and documenting human
rights violations during the period of the dictatorship. These three should be
the main organizations included in the Commission that will be tasked to
identify the victims, and implement when the law is enacted.

3.

The most questionable provision in Section 3 of the Senate Substitute Bill is
the qualification that for a human rights violation to be compensated, the
killing, torture or infliction of physical injuries must be committed against
a Filipino citizen peacefully exercising civil or political rights. This provision
implies that when the victim joined the armed resistance, which was
common among the victims during martial law, they have surrendered
their rights.

Since he became president in July 2010, and up to the present when 15th Congress is
about to end, Noynoy Aquino has yet to certify the Indemnification Bill as urgent.
Making matters worse for the ML victims are recent actuations of Aquino –
hobnobbing with the architects and implementers of martial law such as the
Marcoses and Enrile; and his political alliance with the Marcoses supposedly for
the 2013 elections.
With all this, the injustice against the victims of martial law continues; and so
does the struggle for justice and against all forms of impunity.
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bags, which contained their lunch and fishing implement.
They then tied up and blindfolded the two and interrogated
them, 100 meters away from each other. The soldiers insisted
that they were part of a group of 12 NPA rebels. Arnold, who
was younger, was severely beaten up, getting punched in the
stomach each time he denied that he was an NPA. A soldier
also took Arnold’s bolo and asked him if he wanted to die,
while rubbing the bolo against him. The soldiers released
the two after three hours.

Demolition

Demolition teams of local government units of Taguig
City and Makati City destroyed dwellings in informal
settler communities which left some 1,300 people homeless
in September. The land along Guatemala street in Bgy.
San Isidro was to be used for the Makati city hall sports
complex, while the land in Bgy. Bonifacio, Consular area
was the site for a condominium unit.
In the Sept. 24 Guatemala demolition, eight people
were injured, including three men who were beaten
up by the police. The Makati City police also arrested
eight men who were charged with direct assault. In the
Sept. 20 Fort Bonifacio demolition, eight men were also
arrested and detained.

Threat, harassment, intimidation

Military men use the threat of a “subpoena” to harass
peasants in Rizal province.
In Bgy San Rafael, Rodriguez, Rizal, organized
peasants who had won a petition with the Department of
Agrarian Reform for the distribution of their homelots are
now being harassed by 16th IB soldiers and CAFGU who
had put up a detachment in sitio Wawa.
On August 9, at 4:30 pm, Villamor Victoria was at home
in Sitio Sapa, Bgy. San Rafael when the two soldiers came,
along with a third soldier identified as Nene Villorente, a
resident of Rodriguez. The three soldiers were in civilian
clothes, t-shirt, shorts and slippers, but the first two were
armed with a .45 caliber pistol tucked at their waist.
Sgts. Tabs and Jonathan told Villamor to “surrender”
claiming that his “two companions” had already
surrendered to them because they were “fed up with
the life in the mountains” (sawa nang mamuhay sa
kabundukan). When Villamor asked the names of the two
persons, the soldiers refused to say anything.
Villamor asserted that he is not a rebel, but only a
farmer who tills the land and tends to animals. The
soldiers then told him: “Paano ka matutulungan kung di
ka magsasabi ng totoo (How can we help you if you will
not tell the truth)?” The soldiers insisted that he should
give the names of his companions, to which Villamor said
that his only companions are his family, his children and
grandchildren, and the other farmers in the community.
The soldiers then asked about “Ka Aida” and “Babes”,
referring to Aida Valera, the president of the PUFAI and
Villamor’s neighbor, and Baby Lourdes Evangelista, also
a member of PUFAI. Villamor told the soldiers that they
are legitimate residents of the barangay.

The two soldiers threatened Villamor that a “warrant”
will soon be delivered to him, in connection with charges
against him for being an “NPA rebel” and “holding
meetings” in the community. The soldiers said that if
he will testify against his companions, his name will be
removed from their list. They said that he can also avail of
the amnesty program of the government, which can help
him start a business.
Villamor learned that soldiers also “visited” at least
seven other members of PUFAI, including its president
Aida Valera.
The two soldiers also warned that a “subpoena” will
soon be delivered to Valera, and that an NPA couple in their
camp had mentioned her name. Aida said the two military
men also claimed she was charged for “joining rallies.”
The soldiers gave both Aida and Villamor a cellphone
number which they said she could contact if she changed
her mind about “clearing her name, before the warrant of
arrest arrives.”
In the next days, Aida and Villamor noticed frequent
surveillance around them, by a lone soldier in
plainclothes, or up to eight soldiers, including “Tabs”
and “Jonathan” who would walk by or be on board a
convoy of four motorcycles.
In another incident in July, drunken soldiers based
in sitio Wawa doused each other with rainwater while
drinking at a videoke bar, damaging a television set owned
by the Odivilas couple. The couple filed a complaint with
the barangay, and also at the CAFGU detachment. The
military readily replaced the damaged TV, with a new
one worth Php 4,900, but in return, asked the Odivilas to
retract their complaint, which the latter did, out of fear.
Another farmer, Rolando Perona, was targeted by
soldiers who went to his house on Aug. 7, looking for a
“Rolando Verano.” A soldier who introduced himself only
as “James” asked if NPA rebels passed by their residence.
The soldier told Perona not to accommodate rebels, and
instead drive them away. Out of fear, Perona took his wife
and two-year-old child and left their home. A few days
later, he learned that CAFGU men had posted themselves
near their house.
The residents are also resisting the pending sale of more
than 600 hectares of land in Mt. Paruwagan, reportedly
for an eco-tourism project of the local government. There
are detachments of the 59th IB and the CAFGU in the
barangay. On July 28, 2012, the 16th IB also went to the
village for the tree-planting activity with DENR.
Karapatan’s Fourth National Congress was successfully
held on Aug. 14 and 15, but the hitch came as a batch of
delegates was travelling back to Manila from the venue in
Tagaytay City, Cavite.
Four Cavite police men flagged down the bus carrying
28 human rights workers from different regional chapters,
as well as national office staff. The police could not give
any reason for stopping the bus, except that they were just
“following orders” from Cavite provincial director Senior
Superintendent John C. Bulalacao, to “investigate and take
pictures” of the group.
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After 30 minutes of being held by the road for no reason,
the Karapatan workers insisted on leaving, and the police
men did not stop them.
At a stopover before the bus was blocked, the Karapatan
workers noticed four men on board a Quezon City Police
District (QCPD) mobile patrol car waiting along the road.
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A view from inside the bus. Karapatan human
rights workers as they were being harassed
and delayed by elements of Cavite PNP.

The human rights workers suspected that the policemen
had heard about the congress and wanted to put the
delegates under surveillance.

T

hat perpetrators of human rights violations since Ferdinand Marcos’s martial law to Noynoy
Aquino remain unpunished warns us of an unimpeded culture of impunity under the present
dispensation. There are no more illusions that impunity will be curbed under the Aquino government.
The recent events only show how the political elites in this country are consolidating against the poor
majority of our people: Noynoy Aquino’s endorsement of Juan Ponce’s book that has rewritten the
martial law years to his favour; the political alliance between the so-called ‘reformers’ and the key
figures of martial law and Gloria Arroyo’s allies; the e-martial law through the Cybercrime Prevention
Law and how all Aquino allies stood by this repressive measure. All these are signs of how rotten the
structures are, which this government is built on.
The people are defiant and they can never be silenced.
The period of martial law saw the rise of the people’s movement against tyranny and oppression,
against exploitation and repression. It was the workers of La Tondena who initially defied martial law.
Together with various sectors in society, they shouted “Tama na, Sobra na, Welga na!”
The legacy of the Filipino people’s valiant struggle against the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship lives on to the
next generation, and the generations to come. Together, we say, Never Again to Martial Law! Ituloy ang
Laban! Tama na, Sobra na, Sawa na kami sa mapaniil, pahirap at papet na gobyerno ni Noynoy Aquino!
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hey belonged to the clean-cut, white socks, thick-rimmed eyeglasses generation of the 60s, which eventually
turned 180 degrees and gave way to the long hair, bell-bottom, clogs and miniskirts of the 70s. It would have
been amazing to see them, more than 40 years ago, fiery-eyed young men and women, the riders of the First
Quarter Storm, all set to lay down their lives and change the world. They did not know each other but they were all
parts of the whole, of the growing national democratic movement.

Among them was Romeo “Romy” Luneta, of the seven Luneta siblings who became activists. Romy, in his late teens,
helped found the Kilusang Makabayan (KM), Batangas Chapter, and eventually the Southern Tagalog regional chapter.
There was young Jose “Bong” Barsoles of Panay, whose mother Graciana was organized first and was popularly known
as “Mamang” among comrades. There was Margarita “Maita” Gomez, a philosophy major from UP Diliman, who was the
country’s 1967 bet to the Miss World title, and later became one of the founders
of WOMB (Women for the Ouster of Marcos and Boycott) and GABRIELA.
Romeo T. Capulong was older and not part of the FQS. He was a secretary at
the Nueva Ecija provincial government, at the same time, lawyer to many farmers
and downtrodden seeking legal help. They were all the same, they turned 180
degrees away from what could have been a life of wealth and comfort, and
instead answered to the call of the times, and chose to lead lives on the edge.
When Marcos declared Martial Law in 1972, Romy, Bong and Maita were among
the hundreds who went underground (UG). Atty. Capulong, to be later nicknamed
“RomyCap” and “RTC”, went on self-exile to the U.S. and it was there that he
chaired the Committee on Human Rights of the Philippine-American Lawyers’
Association of New York, and continued the fight along with other expatriates.
Bong carried out UG tasks in communications and technical support, laying out a
UG network in Panay. Eventually he went to organize in the countryside, as did
Romy in Batangas. Maita was assigned to UG staff work in Baguio.

All three were arrested, in different circumstances, and except for Maita were
physically tortured. Maita was tormented by her captors by beating up before her
a co-detainee when she refused to answer or give information during interrogation.
She later managed to escape from Camp Olivas in Pampanga, with the help
of a military asset who apparently had a crush on her. It was the opposite for
Romy, who in 1973 was among those who planned “The Great Escape” of nine
comrades from Camp Vicente Lim, including Gregorio “Ka Roger” Rosal. Romy
selflessly volunteered to be left behind and bear the military’s lash back.
Maita decided to join the NPA in the Quezon-Bicol guerrilla zone in Southern
Tagalog bringing along her young daughter. She was afterwards transferred to a
guerrilla front in Nueva Ecija. It was there that she was widowed, her husband
Joey Decena martyred in an encounter with the military.

After the downfall of Marcos in 1986, people became hopeful, given the seeming democratic space. Romy and Bong
became active with SELDA in the National Capital Region. RTC came home, and put up the Public Interest Law Center
(PILC). In the 1987 elections, he ran for senator under the Partido ng Bayan, along with six other progressive leaders.
Maita ran for a congressional seat in Manila under the women’s party that she co-founded, the Kababaihan para sa
Inang Bayan, or KAIBA. Both lost, as did most of the PnB hopefuls in the elections which reeked of vote-buying, ballotswitching, violence and poll rigging.
There were political killings, disappearances and arbitrary
arrests of activists. It was then that many realized, that aside
from not having Marcos in power, nothing has changed.
As leaders of SELDA, Romy and Bong campaigned for the
release of political prisoners. For many
detainees, RTC was the counsel.

Romeo “Romy” Luneta, 67

Margarita “Maita” Gomez, 65

Atty. Romeo T. Capulong, 77
Jose “Bong” Barsoles, 61
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In 1986, Romy and Bong were among the 10,000 victims of martial law who filed the class suit against Ferdinand Marcos
before a U.S. court. It was a step to get justice, something the Cory Aquino government had failed to do, and RTC
was one of the lawyers. They won the case in 1992, when the judge of a Hawaii court ordered the marcos to pay
indemnification to the victims. RTC was also the chief legal counsel of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines
peace panel, and was instrumental in the formulation of the signed agreements.

In his late 50s, Romy was already stricken with diabetes and hypertension, but continued to be active in SELDA. In the
group Desaparecidos, he joined many families of new victims who were disappeared under the Arroyo regime. He, too,
still sought justice for his sister-in-law, Margarita, who was disappeared in Cabanatuan with her daughter during martial
law. He was eventually elected to the SELDA National Board.
Bong was the chairman of SELDA-NCR, and was ever present in rallies, specially because the number of
those illegally arrested continued to rise. Maita was elected to the National Board of Selda while also actively
campaigning against large-scale mining. In 2009, she was elected co-chairperson of Makabayan, with Ka Rafael
Mariano of Anakpawis partylist.
RTC was elected judge ad litem to the UN International Tribunal on Yugoslavia. In 2007, he was the chief prosecutor at
the Permanent People’s Tribunal in The Hague, which tried and found guilty Pres. Gloria Arroyo and U.S. Pres. George
W. Bush for crimes against humanity. For RTC and the people’s lawyers, it was clear that the court battle is a limited
arena and is but part of getting gains for the people.
They remained tireless, and young at heart, even in their senior years, recounting first-hand stories of courage to their
grandchildren and younger activists, whom they wanted to inspire to answer to the call of the times, which, is pretty
much the same call more than 40 years ago.

Justice for the victims of martial law and the succeeding regimes, genuine land reform, just wages – there is still much
to be done, they knew that. But Bong, Romy, Maita and RTC left with the third quarter storm of 2012, that brought us
a flood of tears, of grief, and of admiration, for their more than 40 years of service to the people.
The fire that burned in their eyes now burn even brighter through those who carry on the fight.

(Pernicious martial law imprints... from page 16)

Let me count the reasons why.
1. Foremost is IMPUNITY. (This is understood as the inability of those in authority, since the martial-law era, to identify, arrest, prosecute and penalize the
perpetrators of such criminal acts as killings, plunder of state coffers, abuse of power by circumventing the Constitution and other laws, and human-rights
violations.)
Although the Presidential Commission on Good Government filed more than 100 cases against Imelda Marcos, the Ombudsman appointed by President
Ramos dismissed, on technical grounds, almost all of the cases. In one fund-misuse charge wherein Imelda was adjudged guilty, she appealed to the Supreme
Court and secured an acquittal.
2. All the governments after Marcos have recognized his actions as legally binding, except those that were nullified either by President Cory Aquino’s executive
fiat early in her administration or by the Supreme Court.
3. President Cory, who vowed to make her government the “exact opposite” of the dictatorship, retained certain Marcos repressive decrees, against the strong
recommendation of Jose W. Diokno, then chair of the Presidential Human Rights Committee.
Among these are: General Order 66 (authorizing military-police checkpoints); GO 67 (authorizing warrantless arrests); PD 1866 (penalizing illegal possession
of firearms in relation to rebellion); BP 880 (restricting the right to public assembly); and Executive Order 129 (authorizing demolitions of urban-poor
communities).
4. Cory adopted en masse the Marcos-era AFP, without ordering a top-down roster review to identify and prosecute or weed out the corrupt officers and those
involved in gross human-rights violations.
She may have wanted to retain the “integrity” of the AFP by putting it in the hands of the two key martial-law implementers, who turned “balimbing” only
when Marcos’ political isolation worsened after the Ninoy assassination: Juan Ponce Enrile, as defense secretary, and Fidel Ramos, as chief of staff.
5. When Enrile was arrested and detained for alleged complicity in the late-1980s coup attempts, the Cory government charged him with “rebellion complex
with murder.” That allowed Enrile to question the charge before the Supreme Court on solid ground: in 1956 the SC had ruled in the Amado V. Hernandez case
that such a charge wouldn’t hold water, since the political offense of rebellion subsumes all other crimes, however serious, committed in its pursuance.
Sure enough, the SC dismissed the case. Enrile should have been charged with simple rebellion, for which he could have been convicted and penalized with
imprisonment.
In this regard, note that the P-Noy government filed a weak case for electoral sabotage, a non-bailable offense, against Gloria Arroyo. Because it was weak, the trial
court allowed bail and freed Arroyo from detention. She may end up acquitted if the prosecution fails to prove her guilt beyond reasonable doubt.
6. Against strong public demand to dismantle the Marcos paramilitary forces, Cory issued EO 264 legitimizing the CAFGU (Civilian Armed Forces Geographical
Units) by placing them under AFP supervision. These groups are notorious for being major human-rights violators — under Marcos, Cory, and all succeeding
administrations.
Pressured like his mother to dismantle the CAFGUs and other paramilitary groups, P-Noy has decided to retain them, claiming they are needed to augment the AFP
troops in confronting “threats to national security.”
Reports consistently show that AFP-PNP actions in the field — notwithstanding their “respect-for-human-rights” orientation and their “peace and development”
counterinsurgency mode — have basically, or largely, sustained their martial-law mindset.
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Pernicious martial law imprints
AT GROUND LEVEL By Satur C. Ocampo
(Reprint from The Philippine Star)
still palpable
September 15, 2012

T

his week and the next, various groups have organized
activities to “commemorate” the 40th year since
President Marcos declared martial law on September 21, 1972. The
dominant theme is: “Never again to martial law!”
Last Thursday the Rotary Club of Manila Bay asked me to speak on the topic “Martial
law 40 years after.” Let me share some points I cited in that speech on this question:
Why have the pernicious imprints of martial law remained palpable 40 years after Marcos
imposed one-man rule, and 26 years after a popular uprising ended his dictatorship?
I pointed out that under martial law 70,000 citizens were arrested and detained, several thousands of them
tortured. Thousands others were either extrajudicially executed (“salvaged”) or abducted and “disappeared” presumably
by state security forces. Hundreds of thousands more were displaced from their communities by counterinsurgency
operations, driven to hunger and sickness for months or years.
Till the present time, the victims of these martial-law abuses and human rights violations have not been accorded the justice that they
deserve. Not only that. Several thousands more have been similarly victimized — also without any redress — under ALL of the succeeding postmartial law governments.
None of the key martial-law authors and implementers has been called to account and appropriately penalized for his or her crimes against the people. Some of them
have even cunningly transited to power in the post-Marcos governments, including the Marcos widow, Imelda, and children Imee and Bongbong.
Why have such conditions prevailed after martial law officially ended? Why have the military-police abuses and human-rights violations not been effectively
curbed, despite every new administration’s vow to stop them? Why did Gloria Arroyo dare to try approximating what Marcos did, when she proclaimed a state of
national emergency in 2006?
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