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FOREWORD

The documentation of this publication “THE DISHONOURABLE
HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD OF BENIGNO S. AQUINO III” is the work
of many human rights defenders in the Philippine countryside
who defy all odds to monitor and write the truth about the human
rights situation in the country. During the presidency of Benigno
Simeon Aquino III, a number of human rights defenders had lost
their lives, killed in the line of reporting the reality behind the
dishonesty and deception of BS Aquino’s human rights record.
BS Aquino governed with a military that adhered to USdesigned counter-insurgency programmes that were implemented
from one regime to another. BS Aquino’s Oplan Bayanihan was the
direct descendant of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s Oplan Bantay Laya
and which would be continued as Oplan Kapayapaan of Rodrigo
Roa Duterte, the current President of the Philippines. These
counter-insurgency programmes have victimized thousands of
Filipinos, including struggling communities of indigenous people,
marginalized peasants and urban slum dwellers, and they are even
tagged as “enemies of the State”.
This book describes that cruelty and impunity of BS Aquino’s
state forces, and no matter his and their deceit and misleading
narrative, the truth of the killings, enforced disappearances and
other human rights violations cannot be hidden from the Filipino
people and the world.
KARAPATAN is committed to continue being vigilant in the
defense and protection of human rights in the Philippines.
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FIRST SIX MONTHS:

2010 (July - december)

The Fallacy of
Benigno Simeon Cojuangco Aquino III’s
Promise of Change

T

he BS Aquino government’s mantra of change unraveled its
real promise during the first six months of his presidency -- it
was but a continuation of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s legacy
of state terror, political repression and economic exploitation.
BS Aquino came to the scene with a promise: even before
he took his oath as the 15th president of the country, he gave
the impression of being committed to solve cases of human
rights violations perpetrated under Arroyo. In a meeting with
EU ambassadors on 31 March 2010, he declared, “Cases of
extrajudicial killings need to be solved, not just identify the
perpetrators but have them captured and sent to jail.” One of his
spokespersons reassured the public that extrajudicial killing (EJK)
would not be a policy of the BS Aquino administration; thus making
people optimistic that the human rights situation in the Philippines
would improve.
He even proudly announced in his first State of the Nation
Address (SONA) that three of the six cases of killings which
happened under his then month-old administration had been
solved and that the suspects were already in police custody. He
said nothing about Major Gen. Jovito Palparan, the “Butcher,”
and other military perpetrators of the thousands of extrajudicial
killings under Arroyo’s presidency.
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Violation of Civil and Political Rights
under the BS Aquino Government

TABLE 1

July to December 2010
VIOLATIONS

NO. OF VICTIMS
Extrajudicial killing

41

Enforced disappearance

4

Torture

46

Rape

2

Frustrated extrajudicial killing

46

Illegal arrest without detention

95

Illegal arrest and detention

75

Illegal search and seizure

21

Physical assault and injury

28

Forced eviction and demolition

120

Violation of domicile

425

Divestment of property

95

Destruction of property

327

Forced evacuation

1,769

Threat/harassment/intimidation

2,155

Endangerment of, Threat against Civilians due to Indiscriminate
Firing, Bombing, Artillery Fire, Landmines, etc

639

Forced/fake surrender

19

Forced labor/involuntary servitude

9

Use of civilians in police and/or military operations
as guides and/or shield
Use of schools, medical, religious
and other public places for military purpose
Restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions,
public assemblies and gatherings

296
2,693
315

BS Aquino’s EJK count surpassed Arroyo’s during her last six
months in office (January-June 2010) that had 18 extrajudicial
killings closing her murderous and terrorist regime. Meanwhile, a
whole new set of trumped-up charges were being leveled against
mass leaders and activists, all of them human rights defenders.
By December of 2010, there were already 41 victims of
extrajudicial killings, making an average frequency of one victim
a week. There were four victims of enforced disappearance, 46
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victims of torture, 75 of arbitrary arrest and detention and almost
1,769 persons who were forced to evacuate their homes and
croplands due to intense militarization.
Moreoever, BS Aquino ignored the people’s call to prosecute
and hold Arroyo and her generals accountable for their crimes
against the people. Nothing had changed. BS Aquino’s presidency
carried on Arroyo’s legacy of state terror and violence -- Arroyo’s
national security plan, Oplan Bantay Laya (OBL), a counterinsurgency policy that sought the end of both the armed
revolutionary forces and the unarmed and legal democratic
movement was extended by BS Aquino, while his own generals
crafted a replacement that would still be a derivative of the
components of the United States Counterinsurgency Guide (COIN).

TABLE 2
July to December 2010

REGION

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY REGION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

2

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

--

--

Cagayan Valley

--

--

Central Luzon

1

--

National Capital Region

--

--

Southern Tagalog

9

2

Bicol

17

--

Western Visayas

1

4

Central Visayas

1

--

Eastern Visayas

6

--

Northern Mindanao

1

--

Caraga

--

2

Socsksargen

--

--

Western Mindanao

--

--

Southern Mindanao

3

--

ARMM

--

--

TOTAL

41

4

Women

5

--

HR Defenders

19

--

3

Extrajudicial Killings.
Within a week of BS Aquino’s
inaugural address, on July 5,
Fernando Baldomero, an elected
Municipal Councilor for the
second term in Lezo, Aklan was
shot and killed in front of his
rented house in Brgy. Estancia,
Kalibo, Panay. The assassination
happened in full view of his
12-year old son. Baldomero was
a member of Samahan ng ExDetainees Laban sa Detensyon
at Aresto (SELDA), an association
Fernando Baldomero
of former political prisoners,
and was the provincial chairperson of the Bayan Muna partylist
organization in Aklan.
Baldomero’s killing was followed by 40 more EJKs in 2010,
and they were grassroots leaders or members of people’s
organizations, which were affiliates of organizations like Kilusang
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (Peasant Movement of the Philippines or
KMP), Katribu, Bayan Muna, etc.
As early as 2010 there had been an indication that the brutality
of the armed forces would remain unabated under a president
who claimed to respect human rights and who won the elections
as the son of two democracy icons, Ninoy and Cory Aquino. The
next documented case of extrajudicial killing where the victim
was brutally killed was on September 10, 2010. Elmer Valdez,
33, of Sta. Lucia, Ilocos Sur, was found dead after three days of
disappearance. He had a broken skull; his mouth was shattered
with only two teeth remaining. His back was full of scratches
and abrasions. Signs that he was dragged around. He sustained
several gunshot wounds in the buttocks which were patched with
packaging tape. Valdez was a victim of the elements of the 50th
Infantry Battalion who were from a combat operation in a nearby
village.
Massacres. There were four documented cases of massacres on
the first six months of the BS Aquino regime. The first documented
case happened as early as July 19, 2010, or 19 days after BS
Aquino assumed the presidency. On that day, three Dumagats
from Montalban, Rizal were killed by elements of the 16th Infantry
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Battalion-2nd Infantry Division of the Philippine Army. Those
killed were Benita San Jose, Demelita Largo, and Edward Navarte.
They all died on the spot – they were shot by four men on board
two motorcycles. A witness said that prior to the killing, the police
told residents to just ignore the gunshots when they hear them.
Navarte, Largo and San Jose had been tagged as NPA members or
supporters. Navarte was a member of the Katribu Partylist that was
red-tagged by the military during the 2010 elections.
Also in 2010, on September 7, elements of the 9th Infantry
Battalion Philippine Army (IBPA) based in Brgy. Armenia, Uson,
Masbate stormed a farmer’s house and shot the farmers who
were asleep. Vicente Flores, Melecio and Jonathan Monacillo died
instantly. Oliva, wounded from the first volley of gunfire, was
able to jump out of the window, but was sprayed with bullets by
the soldiers outside the house. Flores‘s genitalia and abdomen
were shattered by bullets; his intestines were spilled on the floor
and his hand was almost severed from his arm. One of Melecio‘s
shoulders was shattered and he bore gunshot wounds in the leg.
Jonathan had gunshot wounds on his back, on his jaw, and on
top of his skull. Eliseo, a member of the family, found Richard’s
body outside of the house with his skull smashed from the bullet
wounds and his body riddled with bullets. The soldiers left the
area and went to Brgy. Sta. Maria and ordered the village officials
to retrieve the bodies of “four New People‘s Army (NPA)” – they
claimed they had an encounter.
It was also within the first six months of the BS Aquino
government, on November 15, 2010 that renowned botanist
Leonardo Co, 56, with Julius Borromeo, 50, and Sofronio Cortez, 52,
were massacred by elements of the 19th Infantry Battalion of the
8th Infantry Division of the Philippine Army (IDPA) in Upper Mahiaw, Brgy. Tongonan, Kananga, Leyte.

Leonard Co, Sofronio Cortez, Julius Borromeo
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As a biodiversity consultant for the Lopez-owned Energy
Development Corporation’s reforestation project, Co was
responsible for the identification and collection of rare seedling
specimens. He and his companions were conducting field work
in the forests of Manawan-Kananga Watershed areas when they
were shot at by elements of the 19th Infantry Battalion (IB). They
dropped to the ground and pleaded for their lives. Battalion
officers later claimed that the three were killed in crossfire
between the soldiers and the NPA. Later the Department of Justice
reported that the NPA were the ones who shot dead the three
victims.
Gone Missing during a forced evacuation. With the
counter-insurgency program Oplan Bantay Laya still being
enforced, the military continued to sow terror among the civilians
and their communities instead of “winning their hearts and
minds”, as mentioned in the Oplan’s program. While trying to
annihilate armed revolutionary groups and guard transnational
and government economic interests in the resource-rich provinces,
combat troops of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
were deployed in mountainous areas and adjacent lands. These
deployments resulted into more numerous and worse human
rights violations against civilians.
Such was the case in Brgy. Mahaba, Marihatag, Surigao del Sur
where elements of the 36th Infantry Battalion, Philippine Army
occupied the community since March of 2010. The combat troops
encamped in the village’s community buildings and facilities.
The residents were harassed and accused of being members and
supporters of the NPA. By August 7, additional soldiers from the
75th IBPA were deployed in the area. Fearing for their lives, the
villagers evacuated and sought refuge in the next town center. Two
farmers went missing, and would be listed as desaparecidos by
year’s end.
Threat, Harassment and Intimidation. After being followed
around, there was an attempt on the life of Rodolfo “Rudy”
Sambajon the former Chairperson of Pamalakaya, a national
alliance of fisherfolk organizations. In Batangas, there were reports
of the CAFGU forcibly recruiting for their ranks, including minors
whom they intimidate through beatings and threats.
Human rights defenders were not spared the malice and
intrigue of the military. Karapatan documented cases of their
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TABLE 3

Political Prisoners as of December 31, 2010
TOTAL

WOMEN

NDFP
CONSULTANTS

ARRESTED
UNDER
BS AQUINO

Ilocos

0

0

0

0

Cordillera Administrative
Region

0

0

0

0

REGION

Cagayan Valley

2

0

1

0

Central Luzon

18

1

3

0

National Capital Region

152

7

3

6

Southern Tagalog

23

5

0

3

Bicol

29

4

1

4

Western Visayas

23

2

0

3

Central Visayas

12

1

2

0

Eastern Visayas

16

5

1

0

Northern Mindanao

13

2

2

0

Caraga

5

1

0

0

Socsksargen

7

0

0

7

Western Mindanao

18

3

1

0

Southern Mindanao

22

1

0

1

ARMM

13

0

0

0

353

32

15

17

TOTAL

SICKLY

122

ELDERLY

34

ARRESTED MINOR

12

provincial officers and other staff of grassroots-based NGOs
being slapped with false charges of crimes like multiple murder,
multiple frustrated murder, carnapping and malicious mischief,
etc. For instance, false charges were smacked on Kelly Delgado
of Karapatan - Southern Mindanao; KMP leaders Felix Paz, Leo
Caballero, et al; Bayan Muna provincial leaders Jariz Vida and Joe
Pernia.
Political Prisoners.
Despite the strong national and
international clamor for the release of 43 health workers who
were illegally arrested and detained in Morong, Rizal in February
2010, they remained incarcerated and falsely charged with mostly
nonbailable offenses to keep them in jail indefinitely.
Militarism and BS Aquino’s “Righteous Path”. BS Aquino
doubled his military’s budget for 2011. He announced his plans to
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expand the military and begged for more military assistance from
the US government. The US responded to BS Aquino’s puppetry
with an outpouring of millions of aid related to the Philippine
counter-insurgency program that included US - RP joint military
exercises.
BS Aquino’s presidency was totally deceptive; it was
becoming as brutal as Arroyo’s. Side by side with foreign and
local big economic projects, the continuing military operations
emphasized the use of terror and militarization to suppress the
people’s resistance to these projects which were detrimental to
their livelihood interests and their rights. Millions of peasants
continued to suffer from landlessness and deceitful schemes of
big and corporate land-owners, while being victimized and driven
away through massive militarization and forced evacuation.
Meanwhile, the Public-Private Partnership (PPP), BS Aquino’s most
touted scheme that would supposedly end unemployment, was
an economic illusion that would further spur the denial of basic
social services, raise higher prices of basic commodities, and
landlessness or brutal dispossession of assets of the peasantry.
BS Aquino’s “daang matuwid” (“righteous path”) was merely
a populist line to divert the people’s attention from the inability
of his government to achieve any noteworthy gain that could
foreshadow any significant change in any aspect of Philippine
society, especially human rights. Very early on, it had become a
US-inspired path that was increasingly marked with the blood of
the victims of extrajudicial killings, disappearances, torture, forced
displacement, and other violations of human rights.
Only after half a year of his presidency, the fallacy of change
under BS Aquino was now revealed. Nothing had really changed.
This government, comfortable in its puppetry to the US, had not
even shown much interest in pursuing peace and solving the root
causes of armed conflict.
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People defiantly continued to respond with mass
actions. Human rights must be defended by the people,
especially the victims of violations. People across the country
continued to march defiantly against an unjust order being
maintained by the present regime, and backed up by the same US
imperialist power that had propped up Philippine dispensations
that violated the rights and aspirations of their own people.
The people’s movement was confident and did not waiver in the
commitment to fight for freedom, democracy, peace and progress.

2011
the Sugar-Coated Crisis and Terror
of BS Aquino’s presidency

T

he BS Aquino presidency was even more perceived as
human rights violator. It carried out state terrorism against
a people who would not be cowed. No amount of his use of
the term “all-out justice” could hide the truth that injustice and
impunity prevailed. BS Aquino’s supposed “bosses”, as he himself
called them – the peasants, workers, youth, women, indigenous
people, environmentalists, lawyers, journalists, priests and other
church people – were really his victims.
In an attempt to mask the terror of its Oplan Bayanihan (OpBay),
the BS Aquino government used phrases of deception to describe
its combat orientation, such as “people-centered”, “whole-ofnation”, “respect for human rights”,” winning the peace”, “peace
and development”, etc.
BS Aquino played on words to cover up his government’s antipeople policies; it started with the terms, “change”, “righteous
path”, and “you are my boss” -- catchwords that supposedly
differentiated him from his predecessor, the coddler of human
rights butchers, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. BS Aquino and his
communications group whipped up attractive sound bytes which
were used as a cover up to the realities in Philippine society that
was not-so-different a situation from Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s
butchery.
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It was all-out war, and not all-out justice. BS Aquino’s
propensity to dish out taglines got another twist when he mouthed
“all-out justice” to signal the start of airstrikes on Moro areas in
Payao, Zamboanga Sibugay following the death of 19 soldiers in
Basilan. Reports said the bombings resulted in the evacuation
of at least 20,000 people fleeing their homes and leaving their
livelihood.
The scenario was familiar. Under the US-Arroyo regime’s “allout peace,” the evacuation of indigenous and Moro peoples in
Mindanao and peasants in Samar and Negros was a common
occurrence in 2011. Since BS Aquino assumed power, internal
displacement also became a regular fare among the Lumad
in Mindanao, specifically in the Surigao provinces, Agusan,
Compostela Valley, and in General Santos. Forced evacuation of
thousands of people was among the many human rights violations
committed by BS Aquino’s government that had initially vowed
during its presidential campaign to be the exact opposite of Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo’s regime.
By 2011, BS Aquino’s government escalated its human
rights violations with its own version of a US-designed
counterinsurgency policy, the OpBay, that had a language of
“development and peace”.
Aside from forced evacuations due to the intense combat
operations in the countryside, the US-BS Aquino regime like
its predecessor, was responsible for its own EJK, enforced
disappearances, arrests and detention, harassment and
intimidation. And the US-BS Aquino regime started early – five
days after he assumed the presidency in July 2010, Fernando
Baldomero, Bayan Muna party-list coordinator in Panay island, was
killed by military operatives.
Oplan Bayanihan’s deception: “people-centered,
whole-of-nation”. “Peace and development” of OpBay
was nothing but a slogan. It was, in essence, the same Civilian
Military Operations (CMO) that was being implemented alongside
intelligence and combat operations. The so-called development
projects were palliative dole-out projects. This deceptive
tactic was originally from the 2009 Counterinsurgency (COIN)
Guide of the U.S wherein so-called development projects were
implemented in the areas with armed conflict, not to improve and
develop the people’s quality of life, but to waylay and dampen
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their spirit to fight for their rights and what was rightfully theirs.
The so-called development projects only robbed the grassroots
communities of their sources of livelihood. Big landlords
reconcentrated hectares upon hectares of land into their hands.
Foreign agri-business and mining corporations continued to
plunder people’s lands and resources.
Countering people’s resistance, the BS Aquino government
strengthened paramilitary groups such as the Special Civilian
Armed Auxiliary (SCAA) as “force multipliers” to secure mining
corporations and other similar “development” efforts.
The BS Aquino government continued to open up the
country’s resources to the US and its allies. Hence, the much
vaunted “public-private partnership” or PPP was nothing but the
privatization policy of imperialist globalization. Through the PPP,
big business interests were protected and guaranteed by the State,
even as it pushed the economy to further backwardness with no
real industries that would generate jobs. In 2011, the BS Aquino
government set for the next year bids for 16 new PPP projects that
covered, among others, construction of road networks and airports
to boost tourism in the country. These so-called development
projects only showed the lack of sincerity and seriousness of
the BS Aquino government to tackle the root causes of poverty.
Imperialist domination and impositions, landlessness and the
lack of vital industries hindered felt economic growth and real
development in the country.
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Allies in the “war against terror”. BS Aquino’s bloodstained “righteous path” was but a reflection of his government’s
imperialist-directed master plan. The BS Aquino government
remained tied down to worn-out and failed economic policies
notwithstanding the worldwide crisis caused by imperialist
globalisation. It attested to its puppetry to US imperialism. BS
Aquino is to Barack Obama as Gloria Arroyo was to George W. Bush.
The US government continued to pour dollars in military aid.
Then US ambassador, Harry Thomas, Jr., proudly announced that
the US granted USD507 million to the Philippines in military aid
from 2001 to 2010. This, he said, was on top of the PhP200 million
they invested in the Philippine-US Amphibious Landing Exercise
held in October. In 2011 alone, the BS Aquino government received
USD132.75 million in economic and military aid.
Whatever aid the US government extended to the Philippines
was never out of benevolence but had always been in exchange
for the protection of its economic, political and security interests
in the country. It was in exchange for the continuous use of the
Philippines as a launching pad of the US’s “war against terror”
that persistently silenced the peoples of the world who resisted
imperialist plunder and wars of aggression.
But, as in the past, the people would never be silenced, neither
by deceit nor force.
Impunity reigned. THE climate of impunity prevailed as
BS Aquino continued the US COIN Guide’s state terrorism
implemented in the counterinsurgency operational plan of
Arroyo’s OBL, and which was subsequently renamed Oplan
Bayanihan for his administration.
EJKs continued to be carried out by death squads or by soldiers
conducting their military field operations. Death squads, believed
to be under the command of military intelligence units was a
trademark carry-over from OBL to BS Aquino’s OpBay.
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In the morning of October 17, 2011, 59-year-old Italian priest
Fausto Tentorio, or “Father Pops” as he was fondly called, was
shot dead inside the parish church compound in Arakan, North
Cotabato. Just across the parish church were soldiers of the 5th
Special Forces of the Philippine Army conducting an OpBay activity
at the Arakan Central Elementary School. None of the soldiers
came to help as the church staff rushed the priest to the hospital.

The lone suspect who admitted that he only acted as a lookout,
identified two others as the triggermen. He mentioned that Fr.
Pops was killed because of his connection with the “Left”.
As a missionary of the Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions
(PIME), Fr. Pops arrived in the Philippines in 1978, and served in
various dioceses in Mindanao. He
was a coordinating member of the
Rural Missionaries of the Philippines
(RMP) in Southern Mindanao. He
worked with Christians, Muslims
and the Lumad (indigenous peoples
of MIndanao). He helped organise
various groups which provided
assistance to the Lumad, who were
among the poorest and exploited in
his parish. His ministry to the Lumad,
specifically the building of literacy
schools and providing scholarship
to hundreds of Lumad children over
the years; and his strong opposition
to the intensifying militarization
in the province, earned the ire of
government security forces, and he
was tagged by them as a supporter of
the underground NPA.
Loved by the Lumad, Fr. Fausto Tentorio
Still in Arakan valley, barely three days after the assassination of
Fr. Pops, soldiers shot and killed Ramon Batoy whom they accused
as an NPA member – he had refused their entry into his house. The
soldiers also arrested, tortured and detained Batoy’s neighbours,
Noli Badol and Celso Batoy. A witness reported that a soldier
strapped a rifle on Ramon’s corpse then took pictures of him. Lt.
Col. Joven Gonzales, commander of the 57th IB, announced to the
media that an “encounter” took place in a village in Arakan killing
an NPA member and “capturing” two others. Due to this, there was a
strafing of houses in the neighbourhood and 48 families evacuated
and took shelter in the elementary school building.
On November 25, 2011, In the Visayas, Jovito Pajanustan of
Brgy. Osang, Catubig, Northern Samar was found in a shallow grave
which was half a meter deep, half a meter wide, and one meter
long. Apparently, his body was forced into the small space as he
was in a fetal position. His neck appeared to have been hacked
several times as there was only the skin holding the head and the
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TABLE 4
July 2010 to December 2011

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY REGION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

2

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

1

--

Cagayan Valley

2

--

REGION

Central Luzon

3

--

National Capital Region

5

--

Southern Tagalog

16

3

Bicol

26

--

Western Visayas

3

4

Central Visayas

1

--

Eastern Visayas

6

--

Northern Mindanao

2

--

Caraga

3

4

Socsksargen

2

--

Western Mindanao

2

--

Southern Mindanao

9

1

ARMM

--

--

83

12

Women

7

0

HR Defenders

40

3

TOTAL

body together. His skull was broken, his ribs fractured. There were
also hacked wounds in his upper right chest and stomach.
These types of individual killlings and massacres were
documented in Northern Samar, Occidental Mindoro, Palawan,
Albay, Camarines Sur, Davao del Sur, and Compostela Valley.
Numbers and names on BS Aquino’s wall of infamy. The
profile of human rights violations under BS Aquino’s presidency
were hardly different from that of Arroyo’s.
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Everywhere, BS Aquino’s “righteous path” was smeared with
blood. There were 83 victims of extrajudicial, summary and
arbitrary killings under the US-Aquino regime from 1 July 2010
to 31 December 2011 (18 months). This would average to about

TABLE 5

Political Prisoners as of December 31, 2011
TOTAL

WOMEN

NDFP
CONSULTANTS

ARRESTED
UNDER
BS AQUINO

Ilocos

5

3

--

5

Cordillera Administrative
Region

--

--

--

--

Cagayan Valley

7

2

1

5

Central Luzon

12

1

1

2

National Capital Region

138

7

6

9

Southern Tagalog

31

4

--

11

Bicol

24

3

--

4

Western Visayas

21

3

--

4

Central Visayas

4

--

2

1

REGION

Eastern Visayas

17

5

--

5

Northern Mindanao

10

--

2

1

Caraga

7

--

--

5

Socsksargen

8

--

--

1

Western Mindanao

15

3

--

1

Southern Mindanao

30

4

1

13

ARMM
TOTAL

27

--

--

11

356

35

13

78

4.6 extrajudicial killings per week. More than 50% of the victims
were from Bicol and Southern Tagalog. Six were women and 41
were activists or human rights defenders. More than 70% were
peasants and indigenous people.
Illegal arrests, torture and imprisonment were being done
in Surigao del Sur, in Negros Occidental, in Basilan, and in the
Cordillera.
By the end of 2011, there were 356 political prisoners in the
country; 78 of this number were imprisoned during these early
years of BS Aquino’s presidency.
In 2011, Karapatan profiled Oplan Bayanihan and its multiple
aspects. OpBay had a multifarious demeanor. Hence, aside from
extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances, most significant
were torture, arbitrary arrests, illegal detention, demolition of
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urban communities, forced evacuation of rural villages, destruction
of properties, threat-harassment-intimidation, indiscriminate
firing, restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions, public
assemblies and gatherings; and use of schools and other public
places for military combat purposes. These were done in the name
of OpBay’s “peace and development” theme.
Karapatan’s documentation indicated that the bulk of human
rights violations were in areas where there were strong people’s
movements against government projects, and private corporations
that threatened the people’s livelihood and homes, including
the natural environment. These were the areas where the BS
Aquino government wanted to quell resistance to its so-called
development projects like logging, mining and other extractive
industries, as well as, agribusiness monocropping plantations
for biofuel or export agricultural products. BS Aquino’s military,
meanwhile, called these areas NPA territories, hence, they brought
in combat troops and war material to “clear the communities” for
“peace and development”.
BS Aquino’s military used “peace and development teams”
to conduct a census of upland communities supposedly for the
distribution of relief goods or such other government assistance,
but it was just another form of intelligence gathering, harassment
and intimidation, i.e., “tactical interrogations” about the residents’
“involvement” with the NPA, and ordering them to report to
military camps every day for no reason at all, etc. Many of the
people reported they were tortured during these interrogations
and were forced to admit they were NPA militia or whatever. In the
Cordillera, combat troops intentionally started forest fires to “flush
out the NPA” and these fires destroyed wide swathes of forest
trees and fauna.
Due to these maneuvers wherein combat troops do searches,
occupy houses, and even destroy property and crops, communities
evacuated out of their homes, and the phenomenon of internal
refugees occured – residents leave their communities out of fear to
seek safety elsewhere amidst intense combat operations. In one
instance, even the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
was barred from entering Surigao del Sur when it wanted to assist
the evacuating indigenous communities.
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These combat operations within the communities were called
“winning the war” through “total war” but it was more a total
war against the people who lived in rural and upland areas like

Violation of Civil and Political Rights
under the BS Aquino Government

TABLE 6

July 2010 to December 2011
VIOLATIONS

NO. OF VICTIMS
Extrajudicial killing

83

Enforced disappearance

12

Torture

102

Rape

4

Frustrated extrajudicial killing

123

Illegal arrest without detention

248

Illegal arrest and detention

182

Illegal search and seizure

155

Physical assault and injury
Forced eviction and demolition
Violation of domicile

175
2,630
599

Divestment of property

157

Destruction of property

1,555

Forced evacuation

5,282

Threat/harassment/intimidation

9,729

Endangerment of, Threat against Civilians
due to Indiscriminate Firing, Bombing,
Artillery Fire, Landmines, etc

1,326

Forced/fake surrender

37

Forced labor/involuntary servitude

36

Use of civilians in police and/or military operations
as guides and/or shield

698

Use of schools, medical, religious
and other public places for military purpose

13,468

Restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions,
public assemblies and gatherings

1,015

the indigenous people and poor farming families. The upland
communities’ schools were attacked by BS Aquino’s combat
troops who accused these schools of being “NPA projects”. School
children were not spared from being harassed. Some recounted
of being interrogated. A 10-year-old was accosted by soldiers and
he was forced to hold a gun and wear an ammunition band, then
photographed as an NPA boy combatant. Another tact was to open
fire on farmers who resisted landgrabbers who forcibly took away
their farmlands. Cases of illegal arrests, torture and detention were
documented in Bukidnon, Cebu, Nueva Ecija, etc.
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In the urban areas, particularly Metro Manila, informal settlers
who lived in so-called slum areas were subjected to illegal
demolitions and accidental fires to force them to leave their
abodes in the name of “urban development”. Many times these
violent dismantlings were done by military troops which were
deployed to assist local authorities. Assaults and arrests were
done by police and demolition teams.
Another feature of this total war was the incessant harassment
of rights defenders. Members of various community-based and
NGOs would be threatened by combat troops, preventing them
from rendering services in education, health and human rights.
In 2011, specific incidents of intimidation, harrasment and
threats were documented in Panay, Cebu, Cordillera and Quezon
provinces.
Regularly, the military would challenge Karapatan to investigate
and “denounce the human rights violations” of the NPA and the
Moro Islamic Liberation Fronts (MILF), even if they and everyone
else knew that based on the United Nations’s (UN) definition of
human rights, it was beyond civil society and the HR alliance’s
mandate to do so.
“Winning the peace” in this total war saw the use of CMO
directed by the AFP’s National Development Support Command
(NADESCOM). This CMO emphasized the military’s so-called
“development role” in internal security (“we bring services not
guns”); made the RP-US Balikatan “exercises” include community
civic services like medical and dental missions; used multi-media
information campaigns in community services; and used “force
multipliers” or paramilitary groups to perform human rights
violations as part of the total war’s winning the peace. While,
in effect, paramilitary groups worked as part of the AFP, the BS
Aquino government had deniability and was not accountable for
the human rights violations committed by these paramilitary
groups like the Revolutionary Proletarian Army - Alex Boncayao
Brigade (RPA-ABB) in Negros, the Cordillera People’s Liberation
Army (CPLA) in the Cordillera, the Integrated Tribal Defense Forces
(ITDF) in Southern Mindanao and similar groups operating there.
NADESCOM integrated engineering operations and CMO which
implemented infrastructure and livelihood projects, disaster
response, conducted medical and dental missions and literacy
programs in the communities. This was closely coordinated with
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Art by Jano Gonzales. Philippine Collegian. 5Feb2011

Payapa at Masaganang Pamayanan
(PAMANA) “the flagship program for
peace and development” of the Office
of the Presidential Adviser on the
Peace Process (OPAPP) which had a
budget in the billions of pesos. The
program was supposed to “reduce
poverty and vulnerability in conflictaffected areas” as it was projected
to benefit 400,000 households in
3,500 villages, spread over 218
municipalities in 43 provinces in 2011.
Surrender was key in Oplan Bayanihan’s “winning the
peace”. The US - BS Aquino regime’s deceptive track was also
reflected in its handling of the peace negotiations with the MILF
and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP). The
government only maintained the talks to give a semblance of
doing something on its “winning the peace” slogan.
With the NDFP, almost always the talks were stalled as the
negotiations approached the agenda of socio-economic reforms
where landlessness and foreign control over the country’s
economy would be dealt with. Moreover, the BS Aquino
ogvernment’s negotiating panel tried invalidating previouslysigned agreements like the Hague Joint Declaration and the Joint
Security and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG). Citing technicalities as
excuses, the BS Aquino government refused to release detained
JASIG-protected NDFP consultants, who should not have been
arrested in the first place.
While the Government of the Philippines (GPH)-NDFP talks
resumed in Feburary 2011, nothing much happened. The NDFP
said the government still had to fulfill its commitment to free
political prisoners. Of the 17 identified NDFP consultants, four
were released because the Courts dismissed the cases lodged
against them for lack of sufficient evidence, not as a result of the
peace negotiations. Worse, the GPH through its head negotiator
Atty. Alex Padilla unilaterally declared in August 2011 that the
JASIG was inoperative. The GPH invoked technical issues on the
validation of the identities of JASIG-protected persons.
In this situation, peace advocates and people’s organizations
called on the BS Aquino government to create an atmosphere
conducive to the resumption of talks rather than setting up
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stumbling blocks. Meanwhile, OpBay’s combat operations
continued all over the country to quell protests for justice,
freedom and democracy.
During BS Aquino’s presidency, the talks had not reached that
phase where it should seriously and finally tackle the issue of land
reform, national industrialization and other socio-economic issues
that were vital to the improvement of the life of the majority of the
Filipino people.
In 2011, there were various people’s responses to the human
rights violations of the very recent and present governments.
Fight to end impunity. On 4 April 2011, applause rang out
at the Quezon City hall grounds, and it was echoed throughout
the nation. Six former political prisoners who were among the
“Morong 43” were the first to file a civil case and damage suit
against Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. Along with Arroyo, the following
were sued for damages under Article 27, 32 and 33 of the Civil
Code: former National Security adviser Norberto Gonzales; former
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Victor Ibrado and Gen. Delfin Bangit, who
was also a former commander of the 2nd Infantry Division; Gen.
Jorge Segovia, former commander of the 2nd Infantry Division of
the Philippine Army (IDPA); Lt. Col. Victorino Zaragoza; 2nd IDPA
Maj. Manuel Tabion; 202nd InfantryBattalion Commander of the
Philippine Army (IBPA) Col. Aurelio Baladad; 16th IBPA Commander
Lt. Col. Jaime Abawag; Commanding Officer of the Rizal Provincial
Public Safety Management Company, P/Supt. Marion Balolong;
and Chief of the Intelligence Branch of the Rizal Provincial Police
Office, P/Supt. Allan Nubleza.
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Doctors and community health workers file counter charges against the
perpetrators of their illegal arrest, detention and torture.

This signaled the filing of more cases by HRV victims against the
President of the Philippines (Arroyo) and top military and police
officers of the government. It showed how resolute the victims,
their families and cause-oriented organizations were in seeking
justice for the victims and retribution for the perpetrators. The
six were among the 43 health professionals and workers illegally
arrested and detained on false charges of illegal possession of
firearms and explosives on February 6, 2010 while attending a
health-medical training in Morong, Rizal. While in detention some
suffered physical abuse in the hands of their military captors. All
underwent psychological torture.
Fearless mothers and witnesses. On 4 May 2011, a
month after the Morong 43’s filing, Concepcion Empeño and
Erlinda Cadapan, mothers of the two missing UP activists Karen
and Sherlyn, filed a criminal complaint before the DOJ. They
were undaunted by the military’s continuous harassment and
intimidation of witnesses. In a joint complaint-affidavit, petitioners
named Ret. M/Gen Jovito Palparan Jr.; officers and personnel of
the 56th Infantry Battalion, namely: Lt. Col. Rogelio Boac, Lt. Col.
Felipe Anotado, 2nd Lt. Francis Mirabelle Samson, Arnel Enriquez,
M/Sgt. Donald Caigas, M/Sgt. Rizal Hilario, “Mickey Doe,” “Donald
Doe” and “Billy Doe”; and several other “John Does” plus three
“Jane Does” as respondents.
They were charged with rape, serious physical injuries,
arbitrary detention, maltreatment of prisoners, grave threats,
grave coercion, and violation of Republic Act 7438 (an act defining
certain rights of persons arrested, detained or under custodial
investigation). Cited also were violations of the provisions
of international human rights instruments such as, the UN

Concepcion Empeño (L) and Erlinda Cadapan (R) continue to seek
justice for their daughters
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and
the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
On 20 June 2011, the Supreme Court (SC) issued its decision on
the petition on the writ of amparo for the two missing activists,
ordering military officials to surface Karen and Sherlyn and holding
respondents retired Major Gen. Jovito Palparan, Lt. Col. Felipe
Anotado, Lt. Francis Mirabelle Samson, Lt. Col. Rogelio Boac, Arnel
Enriquez and Donald Caigas, to “answer for any responsibilities
and/or accountabilities they may have incurred during their
incumbencies.”
During all the hearings, mass actions were held outside the
courts and the Department of Justice building. Human rights
groups and victims’ groups gathered to demand the immediate
arrest and prosecution of Palparan.
Church people cried out for justice. The United Church
of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), alongside the relatives of
their slain or tortured members, filed a PhP6-million damage suit
against Gloria Arroyo on 17 June 2011 at the Quezon City Regional
Trial Court (RTC). The UCCP stated that as president, Arroyo
exercised “ultimate control and command responsibility” over the
killings, torture, illegal detention and constant harassment of the
UCCP leaders and members. Representing UCCP as its General
Secretary, Bishop Reuel Norman Marigza joined torture survivor
and political detainee Pastor Berlin Guerrero, and relatives of
UCCP martyrs Joel Baclao, Noel Capulong, Pastors Edison Lapuz,
Raul Domingo and Andy Pawican as complainants in the civil case.
“As the UCCP, we take action against the relentless persecution
and brutalization of the Church, especially being labeled as
‘ENEMY OF THE STATE’ through various counterinsurgency
operation plans of the military establishment. This false and
malicious red-tagging has unjustly made UCCP members targets
to be “neutralized” in the name of so-called national security,”
asserted the UCCP in a public statement, sending the message to
the BS Aquino presidency.
By 2011, there were at least 18 other slain pastors and members
of the UCCP under the Arroyo government. All were unresolved
cases.
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Supreme Court to AFP: ”Surface Jonas”. Justice remains
elusive four years after the disappearance of Jonas Burgos. He had
been helping farmers’ groups in Central Luzon. His father is Joe
Burgos, a staunch anti-Marcos journalist and editor-publisher of
Malaya, an independent newspaper that survived martial law.
Searches in military camps to petitions to the highest Court,
failed to surface Jonas. But Edita Burgos, mother of Jonas, is not
losing hope. Jonas was abducted by suspected military agents on
April 28, 2007 at a mall in Quezon City.

On 5 July 2011, the SC in an en banc resolution directed the
AFP to produce Jonas, upholding a report by the Commission on
Human Rights (CHR) which identified an officer of the 56th Infantry
Battalion as one of his abductors. The high court also issued a writ
of habeas corpus and ordered the Court of Appeals (CA) to revive
the habeas corpus case filed by Mrs. Burgos against the military. On
9 June 2011, Mrs. Burgos filed charges of arbitrary detention and
obstruction of justice against then Army 1st Lieutenant and now Maj.
Harry Baliaga Jr; Lt. Col. Melquiades Feliciano, former commander of
the 56th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army; Col. Eduardo Año
of the Intelligence Service Group of the Philippine Army; and several
Jane and John Does. Baliaga should be added to the respondents
to the habeas corpus case at the CA, the SC said. Mrs. Burgos also
lodged obstruction of justice charges against former AFP Chief of

23

Staff Hermogenes Esperon; retired Army general Romeo Tolentino;
former Army commander and later AFP chief of staff Alexander Yano;
and former Philippine National Police chief Director General Avelino
Razon. The high-ranking officials gave false testimonies before
the CA to conceal the military’s involvement in the abduction. Mrs.
Burgos said that the ball was now in BS Aquino’s hands. She stressed
that she and her lawyers would do everything possible to attain
justice for Jonas and all other victims of enforced disappearance.
Long and arduous road to justice. People’s lawyers
who defended and struggled for justice had no illusion that the
countersuits would immediately surface the victims or put the
perpetrators in jail. Human rights lawyer Edre Olalia spoke of
having “guarded optimism” because he believed that the battle
was not limited to the legal tactics within the courtroom. He said
that in all struggles, whether on the streets or in the courtroom,
the key was the people’s movement with the united efforts of the
victims, relatives, the masses and of the organized forces who
fought continuously for society to change and for justice to be
achieved.
Human rights defenders and people’s lawyers had shared rich
experiences in conducting legal battles in court. The counter
charges were also part of mass campaigns conducted by victims,
their kin, human rights defenders and the people’s movement
which helped raise public awareness, encourage public opinion
and to garner some gains, no matter how elusive justice was in this
system.
Fight back to end impunity. It was, therefore, in the spirit of
collective efforts such as the protest actions, mass campaigns
and countersuits, that the End Impunity Alliance was formed at
the University of Sto. Tomas on 9 June 2011. More than 300 civil
libertarians, victims of human rights violations and their families,
human rights defenders, church people, lawyers and law students,
media and the academe, progressive legislators and government
functionaries gathered in Manila to launch the End Impunity Alliance.
By November 2011, the alliance joined media organizations led by
the National Union of Journalists in the Philippines (NUJP) and the
Center for Media Freedom and Responsibility in protest actions
commemorating the first International Day to End Impunity. The
date also marked the anniversary of the horror of the Ampatuan
Massacre, one of the most brazen displays of impunity in the
country. Solidarity demonstrations in front of the offices of the
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Philippine consulates and other activities were conducted outside
of the Philippines: Canada-Philippines Solidarity for Human Rights
in Vancouver; Bayan Canada, likewise, in Vancouver, Ottawa and
Toronto; Action Network Human Rights-Philippines in Germany;
and the US-Amnesty International and the United Methodist Church
Philippine Solidarity Task Force in California. Chapters of Karapatan
in Panay, Cordillera, General Santos City, and Southern Mindanao
held simultaneous mass actions.
Free all political prisoners. Fighting political repression
and impunity would be seen in the plight of political prisoners in
the Philippines. The BS Aquino government’s outright denial of
the existence of political prisoners (PPs), as stated by Presidential
Spokesperson Edwin Lacierda and reiterated by the AFP, reflected
the stand on the issue of the US-BS Aquino regime.
Of the 356 political prisoners reported as of 31 October 2011,
303 or 85 % are charged with common crimes, with only 15 or 4%
charged with a political offense like rebellion. Under the BS Aquino
government, 78 were arbitrarily arrested and detained.
The criminal charges slapped on the PPs were fabricated
and designed to cover up political persecution. Most of the
criminal charges aimed to keep the prisoners in jail while court
hearings proceeded at snail’s pace. Aside from being criminalized
for political offenses, PPs suffered degrading treatment and
inhuman prison conditions such as torture, isolation, harassment,
curtailment of visitation rights, overcrowding, poor ventilation,
insufficient and hardly nutritious food rations, lack of medical
and other health-related facilities, arbitrary and discriminatory
regulations practiced by abusive prison administration, etc.
The people’s movement for change continued the campaign
to free all political prisoners through a general, unconditional
and omnibus amnesty. In all the prison camps, the political
prisoners staged fasting and hunger strikes to protest their unjust
incarceration.
Resilience amidst militarization. In the midst of unmasking
the BS Aquino presidency in 2011 as a vociferous human rights
violator, the people’s movement continued to struggle against the
violence unleashed by this presidency. With bravery and honour,
the people’s movement actively strove to win the day. To reiterate,
the people would never be silenced, neither by deceit nor force.
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2012
unmasking to the public
the pretentious rule that marked the
second year of BS Aquino’s presidency

D

espite supposedly improving economic statistics, the
majority of the people were still mired in poverty reeling
from high prices of basic commodities and services,
unemployment, unlivable wages, sham land reform, inadequate
housing and so on. Even its much touted campaign against poverty
was under question as more cases of corruption by officials from
the Aquino administration surfaced.
BS Aquino’s reckless implementation of privatization,
liberalization, deregulation and denationalization, all earmarks of
neoliberal globalization, proved his puppetry to US imperialism.
Just like Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, BS Aquino was anointed the US
lackey in Asia especially in its strategy “pivot to Asia-Pacific.” In
exchange for Obama’s pat on the head and American military aid,
BS Aquino welcomed stronger US military presence in the country.
And, the strongest evidence of BS Aquino’s failing presidency
was its glaringly reprehensible human rights record. His Oplan
Bayanihan proceeded on its second year of implementation with
less sugarcoating and with evident terror, in an attempt to silence
the people who were made more restive by the unsolved problems
of poverty, unemployment, economic dislocation and displacement.
The fascist attacks of the US- Aquino regime against the people
were not accidental but by design. Oplan Bayanihan rammed
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into 2013 with the US-Aquino regime’s self-imposed first phase
target, i.e., to end its identified armed threats and their socalled supporters or mass base. The year saw increased military
operations and heavy deployment of troops in areas believed to be
strongholds of the CPP-NPA.
Large-scale mining operations were protected and guarded by
combat troops against resistance from the affected communities.
These resulted in the forced evacuation and displacement of
thousands of indigenous people and farmers from their lands,
extrajudicial killing, frustrated killing, illegal arrests, detention,
and torture, including the military occupation of schools, chapels,
barangay halls and medical clinics in the community.
Killings were gruesome as ever, like in the case of Genesis
Ambason, a tribal leader in Agusan del Sur, who was shot and
tortured to death. Ambason’s head had shrunk due to heavy
beatings. Then there was Ely Oguis, a village council member in
Albay, who was shot and beheaded. His head was found more than
a meter away from his body, almost buried in mud. His ears were
hacked off and were never found. Oguis’ body also bore five gunshot
wounds in the chest, which the autopsy report said damaged
his lungs and heart. The decapitated head had signs of being hit
with a hard object. Attacks against the people were marked with
contemptuous boldness, as in the massacre of the Capion family in
Mindanao where witnesses heard the AFP ground commander issue
the order to finish off the two children who survived the shooting so
there would be no witnesses left. The Capion massacre typified the
collusion of the civilian bureaucracy, the military, and big business
interests. At the same time, the massacre exemplified how the AFP
turned its fire power against unarmed civilians when the combat
troops failed to get their targets.
The BS Aquino regime remained ever faithful to the interest of
US imperialism geared towards its “pivot to Asia Pacific.” It was no
coincidence that the Aquino government played the warmonger in
the Scarborough Shoal conflict with China, while there was a slow
but steady increase in the number of American troops and their
nuclear-armed, nuclear-powered ships entering Philippine territory.
Oplan Bayanihan’s first phase was to shift the AFP to “external
threats” and “defense of the Philippine territory” which actually
meant giving support to US hegemony in the ASEAN.
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Riding on his cultivated image as a reformist president and a
graft-buster, BS Aquino’s two-faced attack on the Filipino masses
became unabated through his pro-big business economic program,
the PPP, and through Oplan Bayanihan. However, no amount of
tangled tales and denials could mask the human rights violations
and impunity that the BS Aquino presidency continued to carry out
to push its economic programs and its puppetry to the US by fascist
means.

Violation of Civil and Political Rights
under the BS Aquino Government

TABLE 7

July 2010 to December 2012
VIOLATIONS

NO. OF VICTIMS
Extrajudicial killing

141

Enforced disappearance

16

Torture

159

Rape

8

Frustrated extrajudicial killing

300

Illegal arrest without detention

612

Illegal arrest and detention

256

Illegal search and seizure

85

Physical assault and injury

266

Forced eviction and demolition

4,554

Violation of domicile

748

Divestment of property

224

Destruction of property

1,666

Forced evacuation

14,316

Threat/harassment/intimidation

180,066

Endangerment of, Threat against Civilians
due to Indiscriminate Firing, Bombing,
Artillery Fire, Landmines, etc

6,900

Forced/fake surrender

45

Forced labor/involuntary servitude

37

Use of civilians in police and/or military operations
as guides and/or shield

744

Use of schools, medical, religious
and other public places for military purpose

32,774

Restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions,
public assemblies and gatherings

1,166
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The US-Aquino regime’s PPP opened up, even more, the
country’s resources to the plunder of big foreign companies.
Foreign transnational companies were taking over vast tracks of
agricultural land and turning these into mono-crop plantations
for oil palm, bananas, pineapples and other agricultural products
that were mainly for export and profits for big business. In 2012,
BS Aquino signed EO 79, supposedly to correct the flaws of the
Mining Act of 1995, but which actually abetted large-scale and
destructive mining by foreign corporations, for the measly increase
of 3% in the government’s share of income from these extractive
operations.
In the urban areas, poor community residents were removed
from their homes through forced evictions and violent demolitions
to make way for the “beautiful” malls, condominiums and
commercial complexes of mega-businessmen and investors.
There was no relief in sight for the ordinary working classes who
endured the continuously rising cost of fuel, electricity, water and
prices of basic commodities. Added to these were the accelerating
costs of health services and education, as the government pushed
for the privatization and corporatization of hospitals, state
universities, and other social services facilities.
Corruption of BS Aquino’s cronies in government was difficult
to cover up: the acquisition of overpriced guns by the Department
of Interior and Local Government (DILG) Undersecretary and
BS Aquino’s shooting buddy, Rico Puno; the case of the missing
PhP 3.77 billion funds for the Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT)
program being investigated by the Commission on Audit, and the
misspending by Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office of the PhP
40 million out of its controversial PhP 325M intelligence funds.
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Oplan Bayanihan’s second year was marked with 58
extrajudicial killings, to bring the total death toll to 141 (as of
30 December 2012). There were also 300 victims of frustrated
killings – those who survived slay attempts or were wounded
in indiscriminate firing by combat troops. Meanwhile, there
were several attacks directed at indigenous people who took a
stand against the entry of large and destructive mining in their
ancestral lands. Tribal communities were forcibly evacuated in the
countryside, as they sought shelter, either away from bombings
and aerial strikes, or to avoid combat troops in “peace and
development teams” and military-sanctioned paramilitary units
that swooped down on their communities.

Children suffered during evacuations and demolitions, when they
were driven from their homes and prevented from going to school.
Worse, 17 children were victims of extrajudicial killings, and at least
three of frustrated killings due to indiscriminate firing by soldiers,
or a slay-try on an adult companion, or at a violent demolition.
Several children were accosted during military operations and were
even arrested during violent demolitions. At least four children and
youths were tagged as “NPA child rebels,” while one was charged
with violation of the Human Security Act or the Anti- Terror Law.
Asked about the Philippine human rights situation in a media
conference in New Zealand, BS Aquino brushed aside reports of
escalating cases of human rights violations under his regime as
“leftist propaganda.” In many international forums, the government
maintained that human rights violations under BS Aquino were
simply “aberrations”. Through their public relations spins, the
BS Aquino government was intent on getting the unreleased $13
million of US military assistance to the Philippines, which was
blocked since 2008 when Philippine solidarity groups lobbied
against its release due to unabated extrajudicial killings.
In reality, the BS Aquino regime was under increasing pressure
because of its inaction to punish perpetrators of human rights
violations from the time of Gloria Arroyo to the present. One
glaring proof was that of fugitive ex-Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr.
who remained at large a year after a Bulacan court issued a warrant
for his arrest. Despite Malacañang’s token action of raising the
bounty for Palparan’s arrest to PhP 2 million, no inter-agency task
force dared succeed in locating “the Butcher” who had a wellentrenched network in the military and with big business entities.
Even if BS Aquino signed
Administrative Order 35
that created a “high-level
inter-agency superbody”
to investigate cases of
extrajudicial killings,
disappearances and torture,
it was seen as a deodorizing
move. Ironically, among the
nine members of the interagency body were the chiefs
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of the AFP and the PNP, the two institutions that were the primary
perpetrators of human rights violations.
The New York-based Human Rights Watch pointed out that BS
Aquino had “not lived up to his promises to bring those responsible
for serious abuses to justice,” including the violations committed
under his regime.
The Aquino regime was also put to task at the Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC),
where at least 22 out of 69 attending countries called attention to
the continuing extrajudicial killings, disappearances and torture
in the Philippines. Several countries called for the dismantling of
paramilitary groups and the prosecution of Palparan. Some urged
the Philippine government to act on the requests of UN Special
Rapporteurs to visit the country, to which the government gave a
tentative response, citing lack of funds.
The UN Special Rapporteurs on human rights defenders,
Margaret Sekaggya, and on extrajudicial killings, Christof Heyns,
noted in a statement the “growing number of threats and killings
of rights defenders” in the Philippines. While the enactment of
the Anti-Enforced Disappearance Act of 2012 was a welcome
development in the efforts to end impunity, there was not much
hope that BS Aquino’s presidency could implement it.
In 2012, BS Aquino promoted military officers who had been
charged with cases of human rights violations, among them Brig.
Gen Eduardo Año who was appointed chief of the Intelligence
Service of the AFP (ISAFP). He was among those charged with the
abduction and disappearance of Jonas Burgos. Also promoted were
Brig. Gen. Aurelio Baladad who was appointed as Deputy Chief of
Staff for Operations and before him Lt. Gen. Jorge Segovia who was
assigned to head the Eastern Mindanao Command. Baladad and
Segovia were among those charged in the illegal arrest and torture
of the Morong 43. On 16 January 2013, BS Aquino designated
Lt. Gen. Emmanuel Bautista, referred to as the father of Oplan
Bayanihan brains, as the new AFP Chief of Staff, an ominous signal
for the escalation of human rights violations under the US-Aquino
regime.
In line with OpBay’s deadline to end the insurgency in 2016, the
Department of Interior and Local Government and the Department
of National Defense declared that it had allotted PhP 467 million
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as bounty for the capture of 235 communist leaders. This had
prompted arrests of ordinary citizens, whom the military slapped
with the names of wanted individuals.
And, in the last quarter of 2012, Karapatan chapters and
allied organizations documented a spate of killings of leaders of
indigenous people’ communities who opposed large-scale mining,
dam and biofuel plantations in their ancestral lands. “Peace and
Development Teams” (PDTs) tortured and assaulted civilians and
imposed a reign of terror in the villages. The perpetrators were
identified as combat troops, paramilitary groups closely linked
to the military, and the dreaded death squads under the AFP’s
command like the New Indigenous people’s Army for Reform
(NIPAR).
This was Oplan Bayanihan in 2012.
Blood for gold and copper. BS Aquino’s Executive Order 79
was issued to activate the Investment Defense Forces – composed
of the Philippine Army, CAFGU and the paramilitary groups that
were accredited as Special Civilian Armed Auxiliary (SCAA) – to
clear the mining areas, and remove hindrances such as a resistant
populace. In several instances, the military even tried to cover up
the killings, claiming that the civilian victims were NPA rebels killed
in an encounter with soldiers.
On October 18, in barangay
Kimlawis, Kiblawan, Davao del Sur,
soldiers of the 27th IBPA strafed the
home of Juvy Capion, 27 years old
and two months pregnant, killing her
and her two sons Jordan and John
Mark, 13 and seven years old, and
wounding her daughter Juvicky while
a relative, an 11-year-old girl was
unhurt.
Juvy was a member of Kalgad, a
local Lumad organization that had
taken a strong anti-mining stance,
particularly against the large-scale
mining of Xstrata’s Sagittarius Mines
Inc. (SMI) that targeted the rich gold
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and copper deposits in South Cotabato. Her husband Daguil had
been targeted by the military for leading the Blaan tribe against the
entry of the SMI mining project.
After the massacre, the soldiers lined up the bodies of Juvy and
her sons outside their house to compel Daguil to surrender. Soldiers
allowed the victims’ relatives to retrieve the bodies after eight
hours of exposure to the elements. The military also cleaned up the
crime scene before the police investigators arrived.
There were many incidents of unspeakable brutality like the
Capion massacre that the BS Aquino’s troops and its auxiliary
paramilitary groups conducted all over the country -- in Isabela,
Camarines Sur, Albay, Aurora, Pampanga, Camarines Norte, Laguna,
Quezon, Ilocos Sur, Batangas, Rizal, Tagaytay/Cavite, Negros

TABLE 8

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
July 2010 to December 2012 BY REGION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

3

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

1

--

Cagayan Valley

4

0

Central Luzon

8

--

National Capital Region

10

--

Southern Tagalog

19

3

Bicol

35

3

Western Visayas

7

4

REGION

Central Visayas

2

--

Eastern Visayas

7

--

Northern Mindanao

6

--

Caraga

4

4

Socsksargen

5

1

Western Mindanao

10

0

Southern Mindanao

15

1

ARMM

5

--

141

16

Women

16

--

HR Defenders

63

6

TOTAL
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Occidental, Ifugao, Bohol, Malabon/NCR, Tondo/MM, Paranaque/
NCR, Tarlac, San Juan/MM, Negros Oriental, Cebu, Cagayan Valley,
Ifugao, Taguig/MM, Las Piñas/NCR, Leyte, Benguet, Nueva Ecija,
among other provinces and cities.
Torture was done indiscriminately by military troops and
paramilitary groups to anyone they suspected to be NPA: violent
verbal abuse, physical harassment, multiple beating. Tying up/
hanging victims, and even beheadings were done to extract
“confessions” and to instill fear and horror in the community
members. This cruel and sub-human treatment of peasants who
live in far-flung areas was part of the troops’ daily activities, as
documented by Karapatan.
2012 was also the year when there was a step-up in the
military’s campaign of accusing leaders and staff of NGOs,
sectoral and people’s organizations of being NPA members or
“sympathizers” all because their programs addressed grassroots
concerns and issues. All the victms were harassed and verbally

TABLE 9
July 2010 to December 2012

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY SECTOR
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Church

3

--

SECTOR

Entrepreneur

4

--

Environmentalist

6

--

Fisherfolk

1

--

Government employee

3

--

Indigenous people

33

1

Minor

17

1

Peasant

112

13

Teacher

1

1

Urban poor

12

1

Human rights worker

2

--

Workers

9

--

Youth & students

4

1

Moro

5

--

Transport

1

1
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abused; many were tortured and some were killed like Willem
Geertman, a Dutch volunteer and anti-mining activist who lived
and worked with peasants in Central Luzon, and was killed by
paramilitary assailants. Almost all of the accused were human
rights defenders.
In 2012, Mindanao and the Lumad suffered horrifically under
the BS Aquino presidency. Cases of harassment, torture and killings
were documented in Cagayan de Oro, Bukidnon, Agusan del Sur, in
Compostela Valley, Davao del Norte, North Cotabato, Lanao del Sur,
Agusan del Sur, Sarangani, Davao Oriental, Caraga, Dipolog, and
other places.
The heavy concentration of military troops, aerial strikes and
indiscriminate firings by the AFP in pursuit combat operations
triggered forced evacuations, as residents opted to face the
hardship in leaving their homes, rather than meet the wrath of
combat troops and their indiscriminate bombings and firings. The
military operations and heavy troop deployment were in pursuit
of NPA rebels and as part of maintaining their presence as IDFs in
the mineral-rich areas in Mindanao. Civilians wounded in bombing
attacks were mostly tagged by the military as “NPA rebels.”
Still reeling from the horror of the Ampatuan massacre of 2009,
Mindanao NGOs reported on the continuing impunity in that part
of the country. Panalipdan! Mindanao, Kalumaran, Barug Katungod
Mindanao, and Karapatan chapters in Mindanao, reported that the
Mindanao human rights situation was characterized by:
• An escalation of extrajudicial killings particularly of
indigenous people’s leaders and environment advocates
(the killing of the Capion family or the Tampakan massacre
was a most graphic military attrocity added to the growing
list of mining and extractive industry-related killings, land
grabbing and harassments;
• Flagrant violation of due process of law as manifested
principally in the increased number of activists charged
with false or fabricated criminal offenses and with a clear
effort by state agents to tag them as rebel sympathizers.
The BS Aquino government had violated the UN Declaration
on Human Rights Defenders by filing malicious charges
against human rights defenders to silence their advocacies
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through judicial intimidation, planting of evidence for
frame-ups, or eventually arresting and detaining them
based on false and fabricated cases.
• Forced evacuation became a deliberate counter-insurgency
policy and consequence of military combat operations of
the AFP in indigenous and peasant communities. More than
a thousand families, with almost 6,000 individuals, many
of them children and minors, had been forcibly evacuated
in the course of intense military operations carried out by
the Philippine Army, most notably in the Caraga region, in
Northern Mindanao, and the Southern Mindanao regions.
Evacuations disrupted the lives of the Matigsalogs,
Mamanwa, Dibabawon, Maguindanawon, and Manobos in
various parts of Mindanao.
• The persistence of Islamophobia against the Moros as
evidenced by the continuing unwarranted detention of
innocent Muslims falsely accused as terrorists, in the course
of the government’s over-eager implementation of the USled war on terror on Muslim population.
• Pervasive and unrelenting attack, disruption and tagging
as subversives of the rural community literacy schools
for Lumad and poor farmers run by NGOs and Lumad
support groups in areas where government’s basic
education services were unavailable. Aside from this,
the military blatantly used school buildings, daycare
centers and barangay halls as command posts, barracks,
detachments, and supply depots. In some cases, they built
their detachment inside the school premises or a few
meters from the school like what happened in Sadanga,
Mountain Province and Paquibato District in Davao City,
endangering the lives of the children and causing anxiety
among the parents and teachers. Needless to say, the
early exposure of children to constant terror would have
devastating effects on their intellectual and psychological
development, a direct attack on their future.
• The state of impunity was not only limited to state agents
as perpetrators but to US military forces as well, in relation
to human rights violations committed during Balikatan
exercises, including the mysterious death of Gregan
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Cardeño in Camp Ranao in Marawi City, and date-rapes
by military soldiers with their local girlfriends, including
under-aged girls.
There was also the steady occurrence of harassments,
surveillance, and other forms of threats and intimidation
by state security forces and paramilitary on community
leaders and activists in Mindanao.
All of the above were parts of the over-all war policy of the BS
Aquino presidency.
However vigorously the Aquino government bannered its
“peace and development” slogans, nothing was more obvious
than what happened on the ground -- continuing rights violations
committed with impunity. Behind the innocuous facade of “peace
and development” was the silencing of protests against what BS
Aquino’s presidency stood for – the interests of landlords, big
business and government bureaucrats who served their foreign
masters well, most especially the US
THE US-Aquino regime showed that it would not bring positive
changes or even relief to the lives of the people now or in the
future. It chose to take the well-trodden path of past regimes
that favored the dominance of the privileged few and of foreign
interest, especially that of US imperialism. It kept the AFP with its
bloodstained, unbroken record of human rights violations, coddled,
unpunished and untouchable.
This was the BS Aquino presidency in 2012.
People’s initiatives in continuing the legacy of
struggle. From the first US-Aquino regime in 1986 under Mrs.
Cory Aquino, up to the present regime under her son, BS Aquino,
the Philippines had lived by the legacy of impunity and terror
handed down by the Marcos dictatorship: human rights violations
were continued, victims were denied justice, and the perpetrators
remained unpunished.
But, there was another spectre of the Philippine state – the
people’s movement forged on and its ideals of justice, freedom and
democracy never faltered.
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In early 2012, progressive groups comprising the Philippine
UPR Watch participated in the second cycle of the UPR of the
GPH before the UNHRC in Geneva. Different sectors submitted
the results of their own review of the US-Aquino regime’s human
rights record to belie the GPH report. After extensive lobbying
with foreign embassies and missions, more than 20 government
representatives sitting in the UNHRC questioned the GPH on the
continued extrajudicial killings and disappearances, existence of
paramilitary groups, attacks on journalists, torture.
Back in the Philippines, Congressional hearings were conducted
sponsored by representatives of progressive party-list groups upon
the request of the victims, sectoral and human rights organizations.
The committee held three public hearings in 2012, one each for
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. Victims and their families related to
the Congressional Committee on Human Rights their stories and
exposed the human rights violators who were all from the military
and its paramilitary units.
Renewed calls for justice and indemnification escalated with
mass actions initiated and sustained by victims’ organizations like
Families of the Disappeared for Justice (Desaparecidos), Families
of Victims United for Justice (Hustisya) and SELDA that carried the
campaign actions and court battles after their filing of civil and
criminal suits against perpetrators of human rights violations that
included former President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo; the much
hated “the butcher” of the AFP, retired General Jovito Palparan;
and other generals and military officers. New formations were
mobilized like the Movement for Justice for Willem Geertman;
Justice for the Capion Family, Justice for All network; Save Bondoc
Peninsula Movement (SBPM); Stop the Killings of Indigenous
Peoples network, among others.
2012 found two waves of delegations from Mindanao which
travelled to Manila bringing to the attention of the public
nationwide, media and national government officials in Manila
the human rights situation in Southern Philippines, especially the
killings of indigenous people’s leaders who were against largescale mining operations and the highly repressive Oplan Bayanihan.
Mindanao’s Manilakbayan delegates were joined by hundreds
of Lakbayanis from the Southern Tagalog region who marched
from Laguna to Manila, conducting protest programs in several
urban centers on the way. The mass actions were punctuated by
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testimonies from Lumad, Moro and grassroots leaders and victims
of human rights violations from Mindanao and Southern Tagalog –
listened to by the general public.
The National Conference on Internally Displaced Persons was
also held in 2013 with some 150 bakwit or internally displaced
persons (IDP), human rights advocates and church people which
brought attention to the growing number of victims of forced
evacuation under the BS Aquino regime. The conference raised
the issues of forced evacuation, the plight of internal refugees,
militarization and the plunder by mining corporations and which
were all violative of human rights. In a dialogue with heads of
national government agencies they also called attention to the
negligence and inhumane treatment they get from regional officials
of government agencies.
There was also the Mindanao Conference in Defense of Schools
under Attack in Davao City. It was attended by 118 teachers,
directors for literacy and alternative education, community
leaders and students. The conference was spearheaded by the
regional Lumad alliance, Kusog sa Katawhang Lumad sa Mindanao
(Kalumaran) and the Educators Forum for Development. The Lumad
organizations decried that not only had they long “suffered from
discrimination and neglect, the plunder of our ancestral land,
and the exploitation and ridicule of our culture,” but how their
efforts at education were being questioned and attacked. These
Lumad schools were established through the support of church
organizations and NGOs, in Davao, Davao del Sur, Bukidnon,
Sarangani and Surigao del Sur. The conference issued a statement
condemning the interference, harassment and occupation of their
schools by military combat troops under the guidance of OpBay’s
“peace and development” program.
By the end of 2012, Karapatan’s report made the call that 2013
would be a challenging year for the people’s movement, and that
the people should stay vigilant and determined in its pursuit of
social justice and genuine democracy amidst the escalating fascist
attacks by the US-BS Aquino regime.
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2013
the masquerade was over

2013 unmasked the pretentions of a self-proclaimed messiah
who vowed to create miracles, that of eradicating the deeply
entrenched cancerous cell of corruption in a hopeless bureaucrat
capitalist system. Instead, he only showed a bounty in the economy
through magical, impalpable statistics of Gross National Products
(GNPs). As the BS Aquino government bared itself before the
Filipino people, it exposed not only its humbug character but also
its fascist nature, its shrouded corruption, its ineptness.
In spite of BS Aquino’s report of the economy’s glowing
growth, his government’s performance to the Filipino people
were characterized by: unemployment and insignificant wages;
persistent landgrabbing as exemplified in the case of his clan’s
Hacienda Luisita; his government’s failure to provide the poor
majority of the citizenry basic social services, but instead evicted
urban poor dwellers and demolished their homes; corruption and
pillage of the nation’s coffers through the pork barrel system, the
new breed of organism called Disbursement Acceleration Program
(DAP); the underhandedness in its conduct of peace negotiations;
the plunder of natural resources and incessant suffering of
indigenous people; the puppetry to the US that spawned the illimpact of neoliberal policies of privatization, deregulation and
liberalization; and the implementation of Oplan Bayanihan which
resulted in unabated human rights violations and continuing
injustice with impunity.
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Phase One of Oplan Bayanihan ended in 2013 but failed to
achieve its objective to render irrelevant the so-called enemies
of the State. BS Aquino’s Oplan Bayanihan aimed to suppress the
people’s struggle for genuine reforms in the country. Its very intent
and its nefarious methods caused its failure. No less than General
Emmanuel Bautista, Chief of Staff of the AFP, admitted this in public
as early as July 2013.
Since the beginning of its term, Karapatan had urged the USAquino regime to abandon its counter-insurgency program because
it was simply a waste of people’s money. In reality, the Filipino
people especially those in rural areas, had effectively frustrated the
counter-insurgency program, even as they bore the brutality of BS
Aquino’s version of OBL. The cheap tricks used to package Oplan
Bayanihan such as the PDT, or Peace and Development Organizing
Teams (PDOT), and other deceptive taglines proved useless. At the
onset, the brutal nature of the counter-insurgency program was
bared to the people, especially those who showed defiance against
the US-Aquino’s anti-people policies, programs, and projects that
were detrimental to the people’s lives and livelihood.
All forms of force and repression were used against the people,
but all failed to stop the people’s protests against all that BS Aquino
stood for – the interests of the hacienderos, the imperialists, and
the bureaucrats in his government. Oplan Bayanihan was exposed
as OBL’s alter-ego, no matter how the BS Aquino dressed it up as
pro-human rights and pro-people.
Continuing human rights violations and impunity. The
US-BS Aquino regime could not evade its dreadful record of gross
human rights violations and the destruction of the rights, lives
and livelihood it had brought to the Filipino people. From 2010
to the end of 2013, the US-BS Aquino regime was accountable for
179 extrajudicial killings and 380 frustrated killings, 21 enforced
disappearances, and 185 victims of torture.
The victims of extrajudicial killing were mostly leaders of
people’s organizations who led people’s protests against corruption
in the bureaucracy, plunder of the country’s resources like in mining
and agri-business plantations, and projects under the PPP.
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Among those who were killed in 2013 were: Cristina Jose, killed
on 4 March. She had led a series of protests of typhoon Pablo/
Bopha victims against the government’s neglect, bureaucratic
red-tape, inefficiency and corruption in providing assistance

Violation of Civil and Political Rights
under the BS Aquino Government

TABLE 10

July 2010 to December 2013
VIOLATIONS

NO. OF VICTIMS
Extrajudicial killing

179

Enforced disappearance

21

Torture

185

Rape

9

Frustrated extrajudicial killing

380

Illegal arrest without detention

728

Illegal arrest and detention

344

Illegal search and seizure

88

Physical assault and injury

381

Forced eviction and demolition

6,060

Violation of domicile

782

Divestment of property

271

Destruction of property

1,722

Forced evacuation

18,111

Threat/harassment/intimidation
Endangerment of, Threat against Civilians
due to Indiscriminate Firing, Bombing,
Artillery Fire, Landmines, etc

180,577
7,540

Forced/fake surrender

46

Forced labor/involuntary servitude

37

Use of civilians in police and/or military operations
as guides and/or shield

753

Use of schools, medical, religious
and other public places for military purpose

49,760

Restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions,
public assemblies and gatherings

2,018

to the typhoon survivors. She was vocal against the military’s
control over the distribution of relief goods in her town wherein
the AFP used red tagging as an excuse to deny the victims relief
and rehabilitation support. Kitari Capion was killed on January
29 by 15 members of the Citizen Armed Force Geographical Unit
(CAFGU) in Sitio Nakultana, Brgy. Kimlawis, Kiblawan, Davao del Sur.
The CAFGU members belonged to Task Force KITACOM (Kiblawan,
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TABLE 11
July 2010 to December 2013

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY REGION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

3

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

2

--

REGION

Cagayan Valley

4

1

Central Luzon

9

1

National Capital Region

10

--

Southern Tagalog

19

4

Bicol

39

3

Western Visayas

8

4

Central Visayas

2

--

Eastern Visayas

9

1

Northern Mindanao

11

--

Caraga

9

4

Socsksargen

5

1

Western Mindanao

21

1

Southern Mindanao

23

1

ARMM

5

--

179

21

Women

18

--

HR Defenders

71

9

TOTAL

Tampakan, Columbio and Malungon), a special unit of the AFP
assigned to protect the foreign mining corporation XStrata-SMI.
He was the fourth member of the Capion clan who was killed since
October 2012, when Juvy Capion and her two sons, Pop and John,
were massacred. Farmer Benjamin Planos, shot in front of his two
children on 13 September in Brgy. Kauswagan, Loreto, Agusan del
Sur. He sustained gunshot wounds, his right hand and nape had
hack wounds, and his nose was slashed. His family pointed to the
paramilitary Bagani Force of the 26th IBPA as perpetrators of the
killing.
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There was a marked similarity in the brutal way Capion and
Planos were killed to how Genesis Ambason, a Lumad leader, was
killed in 2012 by suspected elements of the 26th IBPA and its

CAFGU. Ambason sustained gunshot wounds; his face and chest
were covered with bruises; his teeth were all gone and his head
was deformed.
Enforced disappearances. Despite the “Anti-Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearance Act of 2012”, peddled as the first in
Asia, five persons were abducted in 2013 bringing the number of
the disappeared under the US-BS Aquino regime to 21 persons from
last year’s 16.
The missing were: Muslim scholar Sheikh Bashier Mursalum of
Zamboanga (21 January); Benjamin Villeno of Dasmarinas, Cavite
(27 August); Benito Dalay, Jr of Guagua, Pampanga (12 June); Lando
Cailo of Matuguinao, Samar (10 December) .
The modus operandi of their disappearances was similar to the
military operations during martial law. EJK victims were either
leaders or members of progressive organizations that championed
people’s causes like anti-mining, anti-land grabbing, antimilitarization in their communities, anti-labor, among others.
Communities were also wholesale victims of military
abuses and violations. The terror of OpBaywas manifested not only
in extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances, but also in the
terror sown by the AFP in rural communities that were perceived as
mass bases of the NPA; but these were really areas where foreign
investments and government projects were target to operate. As
per international law, the mere presence of a huge number of
combat troops in the communities was already an infringement
on the people’s freedom because they disrupted people’s sociocultural and economic activities.
Combat troops would roam the communities, taking so-called
surveys or census which were really for intelligence gathering, an
important aspect of Oplan Bayanihan’s implementation. Most often,
residents were subjected to interrogation and harassment because
of their membership in progressive organizations or affiliation with
partylist groups such as Gabriela, Bayan Muna, Anakpawis, and
Kabataan – tagged by the military as communist fronts. Identified
leaders and members of organizations labeled as “red” were
summoned to the barracks or headquarters for questioning and
were obliged to “clear” their names from a supposed list of NPA
members and sympathizers.
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A clear indication of the increased and prolonged presence of
AFP troops in the community was the increase in the documented
number of victims of harassment, threat and intimidation among
civilians. The number of victims rose from 180,066 individuals
in 2012 to 180,577 in 2013; the number of victims in the use of
schools, medical, religious and other public places for military
purpose also dramatically increased from 32,774 victims in 2012 to
49,760 in 2013.
Most of the incidents recorded were from Southern and
Northern Mindanao, the same areas marked for mining and agribusiness investments.

The human rights situation in the town of Loreto, Agusan del
Sur typified the actual relation between military operations and
big business interests. The activities of the 26th IBPA and the
paramilitary group Bagani resulted in numerous cases of human
rights violations such as extrajudicial killings (as in the case
of Planos), torture, bombings and forced evacuation. In Loreto
town alone, more than 3,000 residents left their homes in JulyAugust 2013 because of AFP combat operations. The soldiers
occupied public places, conducted “surveys” and took photos of
individual residents, mostly Lumad. Several mining companies and
corporations which were into oil palm plantation and natural gas
were eyeing Loreto town and its immediate environs for extractive
activities.
There was an increase in the documented cases of forced
evacuation from 14,316 victims in 2012 to 18,111 in 2013. These
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figures could even be higher given unreported cases due to fear of
reprisals by combat troops.
In September 2013, families of Manobo-Matigsalog tribes
in Sitio Manlungon, Calagangan, Dao, San Fernando, Bukidnon
evacuated from their homes due to threats from the NIPAR and
CAFGU Active Auxiliary (CAA) – armed paramilitary troops attached
to the 8th IBPA. More than 40 families opted to hide in the forest
every night, returning to their homes and farms only during the day.
Bombings and aerial attacks were also among the reasons
why people in the villages were forced to leave their homes and
seek safety elsewhere. Victims of indiscriminate firing including
bombings and aerial strikes, increased from 6,900 in 2012 to 7,540
in 2013.
On 22 September at around 2 p.m., gunshots were heard
from the side of the mountains as two helicopters were sighted.
Residents saw one of the helicopters strafing the village of
Alolocot, Brgy. Maalo and Brgy. Calmayon in Juban, Sorsogon. The
residents of Brgy. Calmayon prepared to leave their village but
were barred by combat troops nearby. A number of residents of
Brgy. Maalo evacuated to the nearby barangays of Bacolod, Tublijon,
Catanusan and in the town center of Juban.
Arrests, fabricated charges, detention, and BS
Aquino’s reward system. While 69 political prisoners were
released in 2013, 90 people were arrested and imprisoned within
the year which brought the total number of political prisoners to
427 in 2013. Aside from this number of political prisoners, 301
people were arrested and detained in 2013, but were released
before the year ended. Based on reports received by Karapatan,
a total of 1,072 persons were arrested since BS Aquino assumed
the presidency: of the 1,072 arrested, 344 were imprisoned while
728 were arrested and eventually released from military custody.
They were all falsely charged with criminal offenses. This practice
of fabricated criminal charges against members of people’s
organizations had always been part of the Philippine government’s
efforts to neutralize the people’s movement working for real and
meaningful change in the country.
For instance, on 8 September Joel Quintana Yagao, a lay worker
of the RMP in Misamis Oriental, was arrested and falsely charged
with murder in connection with the shooting incident between the
NPA and escorts of Mayor Ruthie Guingona’s convoy in Gingoog
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TABLE 12
July 2010 to December 2013

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY SECTOR
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Church

3

--

Entrepreneur

4

1

Environmentalist

6

--

Fisherfolk

2

--

Government employee

5

--

Indigenous people

48

1

SECTOR

Minor

20

1

Peasant

146

16

Teacher

1

1

Urban poor

12

0

Human rights worker

2

--

Workers

9

1

Youth & students

8

1

Moro

5

0

Transport

4

1

on May 2013. Yagao was accosted by a composite team of the
Philippine Army, led by Capt. Joe Ryan Manalo, in the compound
of the Villanueva Roman Catholic Church. Karapatan-Northern
Mindanao Secretary General Fr. Chris Ablon and his co-workers in
RMP attested that Yagao was not a member of the NPA and had
been a long-time RMP lay worker assisting farmers in their struggle
for their right to land.
There was even a hit list of so-called communist leaders with
corresponding monetary rewards amounting to PhP 466.88 million.
The DILG and DND came out with the list in November 2012
through a Joint Memorandum (#2012-14) which was used to arrest/
detain people tagged as “communists”. The said list and its reward
money was a moneymaking scheme by the AFP because the funds
were arbitrarily handed over to military assets as soon as a name
was arrested. For instance, on 12 August AFP Chief of Staff Gen.
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Emmanuel Bautista awarded PhP 5.6 million to a “military tipster”
for the arrest of Rolly Panesa, an unknown private security guard,
whose case was eventually declared that of mistaken identity by
a court of law. Similar cases of mistaken identity and of rewarded
bounty hunters were reported to Karapatan.
Meanwhile, political prisoners’ rights continued
to be violated. The insufficient medical care, the crammed
quarters, and the measly PhP 50 daily food budget were among
the inhumane treatment the prisoners suffered inside jails. On 18
September 2013, Alison Alcantara died of fatal arrhythmia, sepsis
and acquired pneumonia. He had been in and out of the National
Bilibid Prison’s infirmary for uncontrolled diabetes, hypertension
and an infected wound on his left foot. The persistent request of
Alcantara’s family and SELDA, an organization of former political
detainees, to immediately transfer him to the Philippine General
Hospital (PGH), and to eventually release him on humanitarian
grounds was repeatedly rejected by the Bureau of Corrections. It
was not until he went into a coma that he was transferred to the
PGH where he subsequently died.
Other cases were of Ramon Argente, a peasant organizer from
Bicol, who had undergone a triple bypass heart surgery, and a
cellmate, Oscar Belleza who underwent a brain operation after
he suffered an ischemic stroke. While recuperating, Belleza was
handcuffed to his hospital bed. The two were sent back to prison
even when they were not fully recovered. Meanwhile, their families
and human rights organizations raised the funds for their hospital
bills and other medical needs. The government did not give any
financial or medical support for the two who were under their
jurisdiction.
In 2013, there were 48 political prisoners with ailments in
dire need of proper medical attention. Aside from these 48 ailing
political prisoners, there were 35 elderly and eight minors who
should have been released on humanitarian grounds.
Human rights organizations and the families and friends of the
political prisoners had unceasingly called for the release of all
political prisoners particularly the elderly, the minors and most
especially those who were sick.
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TABLE 13

Political Prisoners as of December 31, 2013
TOTAL

WOMEN

NDFP
CONSULTANTS

ARRESTED
UNDER
BS AQUINO

Ilocos

--

--

--

--

Cordillera Administrative
Region

6

1

--

5

Cagayan Valley

8

2

0

7

REGION

8

1

1

2

National Capital Region

Central Luzon

193

10

8

28

Southern Tagalog

20

2

--

4

Bicol

18

1

--

9

Western Visayas

21

3

--

20

Central Visayas

3

--

1

0

Eastern Visayas

27

9

1

20

Northern Mindanao

17

1

2

10

Caraga

17

--

--

17

Socsksargen

22

1

--

9

Western Mindanao

18

--

--

14

Southern Mindanao

22

2

--

4

ARMM

27

--

--

10

427

33

13

159

TOTAL

Peace talks and the NDFP peace consultants. In July
2013, the BS Aquino government arrested Ma. Loida Magpatoc, a
JASIG-protected NDFP consultant, who held an NDFP Document of
Identification No. ND978254, using the assumed name Puri Feleo.
On December 11, peace consultant Eduardo Sarmiento, who
was arrested in February 2009, was sentenced to 20 to 40 years
imprisonment by Judge Myra Quiambao of the Muntinlupa
Regional Trial Court Branch 203 based on a trumped-up criminal
charge of illegal possession of firearms and explosives. Ramon
Patriarca, abducted and detained since 2009, remained under
solitary confinement in a military detention facility at the AFP
Central Command headquarters in Camp Lapu-lapu, Cebu City.
With Magpatoc’s arrest, there were 13 NDFP peace consultants
imprisoned on trumped-up criminal charges in 2013. Aside from the
detained consultants, the BS Aquino government remained mum on
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the whereabouts of 10 missing NDFP consultants and staff who were
victims of enforced disappearance.
Demolition, violation of the rights of workers. There
were at least 6,060 documented victims of forced eviction and
demolition under the BS Aquino regime; and 2,018 victims of
violent dispersal of mass actions or public assemblies.
Urban poor communities where people lived in shanty houses
were subjected to raids and demolitions. In July 2013, the houses
of some 216 families in Brgy. Bignay, Valenzuela City were
demolished. More than 200 demolition personnel, 200 Bantay
Bayan volunteers, around 50 firemen, 200 anti-riot police and
members of the PNP, and Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT)
arrived and began tearing down the houses and dispersed the
community’s barricade. Ricardo Gagap who lived in this community
was a worker in the Pentagon Steel Corporation – he had joined the
strike in April 2013 when the Pentagon management summarily
dismissed 10 union members without due process. He was
arbitrarily arrested and detained for five days at the Valenzuela City
Police station and was later released on bail.
Gagap’s situation embodies the situation of the poor majority
who are deprived of their rights to decent housing, jobs, and
humane working condition.
On 4 December, Nixon Tungao was shot when policemen
began lobbing teargas and shooting at the people’s barricade
at the national highway near the coastal village of Calangahan,
Lugait, Misamis Oriental. Tungao was then rushing home to help
his 9-month-old son when he was hit by the bullet. Neighbors
brought him to the Iligan City Hospital, but he was declared dead on
arrival. The members of the Alyansa ng mga Biktima ng Demolisyon
sa Calangahan (Albidec) had put up a barricade to prevent the
demolition team from destroying their homes, and to be able
to negotiate with the demolition team. The residents pleaded
with authorities to put on hold the demolition because the local
government had not prepared a relocation site for the 113 families
as was required by law. But the police ignored their pleas and
started breaking up their barricade even while children collapsed
due to the teargas – this situation forced the residents to throw
stones at the police in self defense.
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Meanwhile, in Hacienda Luisita itself, violations continued
and intensified as the struggle heightened between the owner
Cojuangco-Aquino clan and the owner-tillers of the land. In
defiance of the SC decision and the Department of Agrarian
Reform’s Notice of Coverage to redistribute land to the farmerworkers of Hacienda Luisita, combat troops and other state
forces were used against the farmers working and living there.
Farm worker and member of Ambala (Alyansa ng Manggagawa
sa Asyenda Luisita), Dennis de la Cruz was hounded by Tarlac
Development Corporation (TADECO) security guards. He was killed
with his head pinned down under a concrete electrical post. Some
months later, TADECO personnel forcibly and without a permit
bulldozed the rice fields of farm workers in Brgy. Balete in Hacienda
Luisita, then arrested some eight people who were eventually
released. This method of harassment was a fact of life for the poor
farmers in the Hacienda.
Down South in Zamboanga, the BS Aquino presidency unleashed
its combat troops against the MNLF in September. It resulted in the
destruction of more than 10,000 houses and the displacement of
around 100,000 civilians in 24 villages in Zamboanga City. Due to
the dismal situation and shortage of food in the evacuation centers,
some evacuees died of heat stroke, dehydration and other illnesses.
A number of evacuees apprehended at sea were held at gun point
by soldiers and their hands were cuffed behind their backs, then
their pictures were later presented as “rescued victims” of the
ongoing war in Jolo.
Kawagib and Balsa Mindanao documented several human rights
violations and
violations of international humanitarian law
committed largely by the AFP and
the PNP. The indiscriminate
firing and aerial bombardment
of communities resulted in
injuries and death
of a number of
civilians. The
exact number
of victims after
the almost
month-long
clashes between
government
forces and the
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MNLF were not ascertained as government agencies kept relevant
information away from public scrutiny. Some of the violations
observed were forcible evacuation; use of civilians as human
shields or hostages; destruction and divestment of properties;
threat, harassment and intimidation; and food blockade. Several
civilians, suspected to be members or sympathizers of the MNLF,
were illegally arrested and detained.
The plunder of indigenous people’s lands. 2013 also
exposed the treachery of BS Aquino’s PPP which bared his
presidency’s preferential option to expand and protect the
profits of big business vis-á-vis the people’s rights to their own
development. The indigenous people were most affected by
this thrust of BS Aquino. The year 2013 saw the continuation of
institutionalized violations of the rights of indigenous people:
violations of their collective and economic-civil-political-sociocultural rights worsened with the continued plunder of the country’s
mineral resources and the continuation of OpBay. Through the PPP
program, the BS Aquino government embarked on land conversion
in favor of agri-business plantations, mining, infrastructure, real
estate, and tourism projects of local big business and transnational
corporations. Since BS Aquino assumed presidency in June 2010
and until 31 December 2013, there were 48 documented cases
(15 in 2013) of killings of indigenous people: most of those killed
were leaders and members of organizations or communities who
were critical of “development” projects and the presence of combat
troops in their communities. Of the 48 killed, there were three
children and five women, one of them pregnant.
OpBay also maliciously accused staff and leaders of indigenous
people organizations as members of the NPA and targetted
them for harassment, torture, arrest on trumped-up charges of
rebellion, murder, possession of firearms/explosives, etc. The AFP’s
combat operations in indigenous communities resulted in forced
evacuations: air strikes were done to “flush out” so-called NPA
rebels, instead, the bombs destroyed farms and irrigation facilities
of indigenous people’s communities, and traumatized residents,
especially the children.
In 2013, specific incidents of human rights violations were
reported from the Cordillera region, Nueva Vizcaya, Southern Luzon
and indigenous people’s communities in Mindanao; all over the
country, indigenous people suffered the brunt of “development
aggression” as implemented by OpBay for the spreading out of the
PPP to tribal ancestral lands.
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Militarization of Aid. After the December 2012 Typhoon
Pablo/Bopha’s destruction of parts of Mindanao, a number of
natural disasters occurred in the Philippines in 2013, specifically
a very strong earthquake and a mega-typhoon (Haiyan/Yolanda)
in the Visayas. There was immense devastation that destroyed
crops, houses, industry, etc. The most affected were poor urban
and rural communities. The typhoon’s wrath exposed not only
the incompetence of the BS Aquino government to respond
to disasters but also the vulnerability to natural calamities of
underdeveloped and impoverished rural and marginalized urban
poor communities. Furthermore, funds which were supposed to
benefit typhoon-ravaged areas through quick disaster response,
went to the pockets of government officials and bogus NGOs. The
bureaucratic system of disbursing funds also contributed to the
delay of assistance to the victims and survivors. The situation
was sheer chaos. Meanwhile, the rehabilitation efforts, mainly
of peasants and farm workers, were disrupted by intensive and
extensive military operations in disaster-affected areas wherein
residents were still subjected to “census-taking”, body searches,
harassment, and the like. And, in the midst of this tragedy, BS
Aquino’s government allowed the deployment of US warships in
Philippine territory.
Resistance and repression: people’s responses to BS
Aquino’s emergent monstrosity. The BS Aquino presidency
failed to quell the rising discontent and distrust of the people as
he took great pains to contain the people’s rage and gloss over the
dismal situation in the country. Meanwhile, 2013 was marked by
significant gains of the people’s movement.
OpBay’s first phase failed to quell the people’s will to resist the
terror of BS Aquino’s battle troops and the fearsome aggression
of his government’s development program. All over the country,
people’s organizations stood tall against the fascist attacks of the
State forces as the people’s movement continued to assert people’s
rights against all forms of exploitation and oppression.
The people’s campaign to release political prisoners was fruitful
as 64 political prisoners were released in 2013, including poetcultural worker Ericson Acosta, security guard Rolly Panesa, and
teachers Charity Diño, Sonny Rogelio and Billy Batrina (known as
“Talisay 3”). The release of the political prisoners proved that the
cases against them could not stand in honourable courts of law
precisely because they were fabricated charges meant to silence
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opposition. The releases strengthened the call to release all
political prisoners, as all of them were sent to jail on the basis of
crimes they did not commit.
Recognition and reparation of martial law victims.
Decades of tedious and difficult processes of seeking justice and
reparation for the victims of martial law through SELDA (Society
of Ex-Detainees Against Detention and Arrest), bore fruit when
the Human Rights Victims Reparation and Recognition Act of 2013
(Republic Act 10368) was finally signed into law on 25 February
2013. The victims despite advanced age and their deteriorating
health conditions, fought to seek justice in the halls of Congress,
on the streets, and elsewhere to ensure that the final version of the
law would include the following provisions:

1. The Recognition of the final judgment of the US Federal
Court System in the Human Rights Litigation against the
Estate of Ferdinand E. Marcos (Multi District Litigation 840)
and the Swiss Federal SC Decision of 10 December 1997.
This meant that the 9,539 class suit plaintiffs and the 24
direct action plaintiffs listed in the Hawaii Court judgment
were automatically considered as human rights victims,
and thus, the State had the moral and legal obligation to
compensate them immediately.
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2. The inclusion of the victims of enforced disappearance as
victims of human rights violations under martial law.
3. The removal of the provision that only those who
“peacefully” exercised their civil and political rights
were considered human rights victims because it would
exclude those who fought the dictatorship through armed
resistance.
4. The recognition of the significant role of the main
organizations such as SELDA that worked for the
victims immediately after martial law—particularly in
documenting their cases and filing of complaints for their
compensation.
Also, the Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of the AntiEnforced or Involuntary Disappearance Law of 2012 (Republic
Act 10353) was formulated and approved in February 2013. The
Desaparecidos participated in the crafting and co-signed the IRR.
The law recognized the criminal nature of enforced disappearance
and command responsibility, and acknowledged that enforced
disappearance could only be perpetrated by State forces. Like the
Human Rights Victims Reparation and Recognition Act of 2013,
the Anti-Enforced or Involuntary Disappearance Act of 2012 was
a product of long years of advocacy and lobbying work. Both laws,
however, remained essentially inoperative despite their passage.
Solidarity of peoples around the world for human
rights in the Philippines. There was a three-day international
conference in July 2013, that of the International Conference for
Human Rights and Peace in the Philippines which successfully
ended with the establishment of the International Coalition for
Human Rights in the Philippines (ICHRP) and the election of its
11-person Global Council. The coalition’s initial membership
included some 50 organizations from various countries around
the world. The coalition was set to mobilize the international
community in its campaign to support the Filipino people’s search
for justice and for lasting peace in the Philippines.
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People’s protests. The ineptness of the BS Aquino government,
the widespread corruption in the government bureaucracy coupled
with the unabated rise in the prices of basic commodities, and
the lack of social services, fueled the people’s anger and fired up
protests against the Aquino regime. However, protests were not
confined to anti-corruption. There was strong people’s resistance

to the rising cost of food, fuel, electricity, water and the dismal
lack of services such as decent housing, health care, and education.
More pressing issues of unabated poverty because of landlessness,
joblessness and plunder of the country’s resources and the obvious
puppetry of Malacañang to US dictates were dealt with and
opposed in people’s marches and other mass actions.
There was active support for the continuing agrarian struggle of
Hacienda Luisita sugar workers for genuine land reform and social
justice.
Amid the blows to their socio-economic rights and security,
the indigenous people were steadfast in defending their rights.
The assaults against indigenous people’s rights were met with
courageous resistance through their barricades in the mining towns
found in their ancestral lands.
Many other acts of defiance against the onslaught of
transnational corporations and big business on ancestral lands were
conducted by the indigenous people through protest actions in
the communities and in the urban centers. They were all met with
repression by the government through its mercenary army, but the
indigenous people had braced themselves to confront more ruthless
military operations as the government, now on its midterm, pushed
its various so-called development projects in the framework of
imperialist globalization even as it failed to meet OpBay’s deadline
to wipe out those considered as “enemies of the State”.
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With Aquino’s PPP, people’s lives worsened and their rights
grossly violated, as foreign corporations and local big business
were being enriched with super profits. The government
systematically ignored the fact that the communities, with its
people, resources, livelihood, culture and social system had been
shaped by history and were developed through decades of sweat
and hard labor from the people.
Environment and the urban sectors. In the urban
metropolis, there was the deepening consciousness that it was
just and right for the people to collectively assert their economic,
social, cultural, civil and political rights and to continue to expose
and fight the Manila Bay Reclamation project and all forms of
anti-poor and anti-people government policies and programs. The
people in the Manila Bay area joined the progressive movement
in advancing genuine development (not PPP) based on national
industrialization and agrarian reform. The environmental network
Save Freedom Island Movement (SFIM) expanded, strengthened
its ranks, and allied with other broad formations calling for a
stop to the Manila Bay Reclamation. Among them were Sagip
Manila Bay, Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng
Pilipinas (Pamalakaya), the multisectoral alliance Koalisyon Kontra
Kumbersyon ng Manila Bay (KKK-Manila Bay), Save our Sunset
and People’s NICHE (a nationwide alliance against the National
Reclamation Plan).
This new network had 38 convenors that held activities based
on their advocacies and orientation, while documenting human
rights violations using international human rights mechanisms
in exposing and calling international attention to the various
rights violations of people’s displacement and environmental
destruction brought about by BS Aquino’s PPP; and of reclamation
projects, demolitions and forced evictions.
OFW calls. Migrante International made resounding calls
on the global community to inform them about the Philippine
government’s responsibility to protect the rights of overseas
Filipino workers and to condemn human rights violations and
abuses of the Saudi government, not only against overseas Filipino
workers but also migrants of other nationalities who were targeted
for crackdowns by the Saudi government forces.
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People’s mobilization for disaster response. In
comparison to the ineptness of the BS Aquino government in
seeing to the needs of the disaster victims of typhoons, various

people’s organizations responded immediately in conducting
relief and rehabilitation missions to assist the typhoon
victims. The Bayanihan Alay sa Sambayanan (BALSA) network
and Karapatan chapters from all over the country, along with
progressive organizations, conducted a series of relief operations.
The government-neglected medical needs of the victims were
immediately responded to by volunteer doctors, nurses and health
workers through the SOS (Operation Help) medical missions.
In the National Capital Region, Tindog Katawhan (People Rise
Up!), a network of relatives, supporters and victims of typhoon
Yolanda – many of whom evacuated from the typhoon-affected
areas, and decried the accountability of the Aquino government
for its callousness and negligence of the people’s immediate
needs. These organizations were geared towards the sustained
mobilization of rebuilding efforts for the communities hit by the
typhoon. BALSA Mindanao, a Mindanao-wide network formed after
typhoon Sendong hit the Philippines and which also mobilized
and organized survivors of typhoon Pablo that devastated three
regions in Mindanao, continuously called for people’s mobilization
to meet the urgent needs of the people of the Visayas. BALSA
Mindanao also conducted relief and medical operations and
psychosocial
interventions for the
Yolanda victims.
The organized
response of
progressive groups
and formations
demonstrated that
organizing survivors
into collectives was
most necessary in
challenging any
incompetent, corrupt
and anti-people
government. It also
exposed the plunder
of corporations and
government in the
aid meant for disaster
victims.
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By the end of 2013, it had become more and more obvious that
all that the US - BS Aquino regime was interested in was to keep
trying to make its “daang matuwid” (“righteous path”) slogan stick,
when even that had long been and many times been exposed as
being only a pretentious gimmick and not at all backed up by real
character and deeds.
In 2013, many more Filipinos were made aware that it was just
and right for the people to collectively assert their economic,
social, cultural, civil and political rights and continue to expose
and fight all forms of anti-poor and anti-people government
policies and programs.
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2014
US-backed BS Aquino presidency
put on watch by progressive people’s
organizations for crimes against the
Filipino people

F

or more than four years, the US-backed Aquino regime
resorted to dishing out catchy slogans to mask its attacks
on the Filipino people – an endless and unproductive loop
of lies. Instrumental in the bombing of communities, in illegal
arrests, in the detention and killings of activists, Oplan Bayanihan
hid behind slogans of “peace and development” and “respect for
human rights”. Police brutality was used against legitimate protest
actions and during demolition of urban poor homes, and was
masqueraded as “maintenance of peace and order”.
The pork barrel system and the Development Acceleration
Program that brewed sleaze and corruption amongst government
officialdom with domestic big business were bandied about as
“economic stimuli”.
BS Aquino’s rhetoric on extrajudicial killings and a host of human
rights violations in the Philippines were pre-uploaded responses that
had become so predictable. BS Aquino’s statements were delusionary,
e.g., “There has been a significant reduction of recorded or validated
extralegal killings”. His malice was unending, as when he dismissed
human rights violations committed under his regime as “baseless” or
“propaganda”; and called the people’s protests against human rights
violations as “heckling”, “hooliganism” or “vandalism”.
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It was his mantra to dupe himself and the public that his regime
was different from all the other regimes in the past. He and all of
them committed various transgressions on people’s rights and
lives. Here was a self-deluded regime that looked at governance as
a game of masquerade, instead of looking into and addressing the
roots of people’s dissent.
Hence, for violations of the people’s democratic rights, and
transgressions on human rights and international humanitarian law,
the people’s verdict on the US-Aquino regime was GUILTY!
The accounts in the Karapatan 2014 year-end report depicted
the human rights situation in the Philippines – stories of brutality,
killings, and displacement; of how lies were woven to justify
illegal arrests and detention, and of the unsanitary and atrocious
conditions in prisons; of the BS Aquino presidency’s puppetry to
the US; and his government’s treachery in peace negotiations. The
BS Aquino regime showed that it was bent only on waging a war
that would perpetuate the same rotten system that exploited and
oppressed the Filipino people. Like his predecessors, BS Aquino
continued to wage a futile battle that did nothing to address the
roots of the civil war that was still raging in 2014.
The hideous human rights situation in 2014 was
most graphic in the Lumad lands in Mindanao. The
ManiLakbayan 2014 took off from the 2012 ManiLakbayan. It
aimed to bring the voices of the people of Mindanao to the nation’s
capital. Mostly peasants and indigenous people, they came to
Manila to gather support here and abroad for the campaign
to defend their communities against the onslaught of Oplan
Bayanihan and the subsequent incursions of big business such as
destructive mining operations and agri-business plantations.
In 2014, the AFP stepped up combat operations in Mindanao
after it admitted the failure of OpBay-Phase 1 to neutralize
the revolutionary movement, especially in key sub-regions in
Mindanao. At least 55 combat battalions of the Philippine Army
were deployed in Mindanao, mostly in areas considered by the
military as stronghold of the NPA. Thousands of civilians were
displaced from their homes and cropland, becoming victims of
violations of human rights and international humanitarian law.
The civilians bore the brunt of the AFP’s brutal reprisals for the
military’s failure to decimate the NPA. Community members who
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fought back this vilification to protect and defend their rights
and that of their communities became the AFP’s target, and were
branded as “NPA supporters/sympathizers.”
In this militarized atmosphere, trumped-up criminal charges
were oftentimes lodged by combat troops against civilians
whenever they failed to get at their armed opponent. More than
500 people, mass leaders, members of people’s organizations, and
ordinary residents were falsely charged with criminal offenses.
Occupation of schools and community facilities
by combat troops was part of OPBAY’s peace and
development program. For instance, on 25 January 2014, the
25th IBPA, armed with high powered rifles and in full battle gear,
occupied the STTICLC, a self-help community-based school of
Matigsalog Lumad in a municipality in Compostela Province. The
classes of some 230 pupils were suspended because the school
became the military barracks where the troops slept and cooked
their meals. Lt. Heruben Romare insisted to stay even after tribal
leaders asked the soldiers to leave the school. Lt. Romare claimed
they were there to conduct a “Peace and Development Outreach
Program.” To the residents, there was nothing peaceful about the
AFP’s program as soldiers threatened pupils and teachers and
forcibly entered several homes near the school. The soldiers only
left the school after a quick reaction team from several people’s
organizations held a dialogue with the 25th IBPA command. The
soldiers then left, but they set up their camp nearby inside the
community’s boundary.
In the nearby province of Agusan del Sur, in Sitio Tabanganan,
Brgy. Binicalan, San Luis town, school activities were disrupted
when, on 19 March, pupils, parents, and teachers of the Tabanganan
Community Learning Center heard a series of gunshots some 100
meters away, near where the 26th IBPA was stationed. The Banwaon
children scampered to avoid being hit by bullets. The 26th IBPA
claimed the gunfire was a result of an encounter with the NPA,
which the residents refuted. They reported that the incident was
a retaliatory action for their resistance against the entry of rubber
and cacao plantation companies into their ancestral land. A month
before, several Banwaon datu (chieftains) of Tabanganan and
Tambo villages refused to attend an assembly where an agreement
would be signed allowing the entry of the plantation companies
in their lands. The assembly was initiated by Ben Hur Mansulonay,
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a leader of an indigenous paramilitary group controlled by the
AFP in San Luis town. Since then, the village-recognized datu were
under threat. On 20 March, more than 50 villagers evacuated to the
nearby village of Tambo.
In Kabulohan, Brgy. Buhisan, San Agustin, Surigao del Sur, on
27 October six armed men set on fire a school, and a corn shelling
machine, a donation of the ICRC to the community. The incident
happened three days after farmer Henry Alameda was killed by the
military on 24 October. The thugs also burned a United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) tarpaulin with the sign: “All schools
are peace zones. Don’t use it as command post, detachment and
supply depots – RA 7610 Protection of the Rights of Children”. Both
schools were under the supervision of the Tribal Filipino Program of
Surigao del Sur (TRIFPSS).
On 28 March, the Talaingod Manobo in Davao del Norte left their
villages and trekked for six days to Davao City to get as far away
as possible from the atrocities of the 60th IBPA. It was a choice
between bombs and bullets, or bearing the harsh conditions of
evacuating to and living in a Davao evacuation center. Earlier on
20 March, two helicopters and four aircrafts bombed the villages
of Panggan, Pongpong, Brgy. Dagohoy, which sent the residents
scampering to safety. Military troops trespassed on people’s
houses and threatened the residents because they were considered
members of the NPA.
It should be noted here that the Pantaron range, home to the
Talaingod Manobo, would be the last remaining primary forests
in Mindanao. Its biodiversity had been well preserved due to the
resistance of the Talaingod Manobo to the entry of big logging
firms such as the Alcantara and Sons (Alsons), and other mining
corporations. Since the early 1990s the Alsons company had been
trying to enter Talaingod territory and had employed both deception
(sham promises of compensation, etc) and force against the Manobo.
During these community raids on hapless Lumad communities,
combat troops would leave the area with houses destroyed,
peoples’ clothes torn to pieces, their household things broken, and
the rice fields ruined.
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In 2014 alone, there were documented incidents of forcible
evacuation in 10 Lumad communities, affecting more than 900
families with over 5,818 individual women, men and children, who
were most traumatised by the violence they witnessed.

Proliferation of paramilitary groups. Just like in the days
of martial law, paramilitary groups composed of local community
residents were activated by the military as adjuncts to their battle
operations. In Mindanao, bad elements from the ethnic tribes
were recruited as mercenaries for counter-insurgency. They bore
different names: Alamara, Black Fighter, Mapando, Bagani, Laplap,
NIPAR, Wild Dogs, BULIF, BIN, Black Shirt, K9, Blue Guards, and
Kalpet – but these groups were all aided, trained, controlled and
protected by the AFP. Although these groups existed separately
from the CAFGU, the SCAA, and the IDF, they nevertheless served
as AFP’s “force multipliers” in its counter-insurgency campaign
and as protectors of big business plundering the lands of upland
peasants and indigenous people.
The creation of paramilitary groups insulted indigenous culture,
but the AFP and the National Commission on Indigenous People
(NCIP) had even gone as far as “baptizing” members of the tribe
they co-opted or coerced into their ranks; some AFP officers selfdesignated themselves as “datu” which violated customary laws on
the selection of tribal leaders.
Palparan generals. To complete the massive deployment
of AFP troops in Mindanao, the BS Aquino regime appointed and
promoted Palparan protégés and Gloria Arroyo’s notorious generals
to the highest and strategic command posts in Mindanao, based on
their bloody track record: Brig. Gen. Aurelio Baladad, involved in the
arrest and torture of the 43 health workers in Morong, Rizal in 2010;
Gen. Año at the 10th ID had implemented hamletting in several
villages in Davao del Norte (hamletting - the practice of placing a
community in direct and strict military control like, imposition of
curfew hours, listing of names per household, and controlling the
mobility of people in and out of the “hamlet”); Brig. Gen. Ricardo
Visaya had been implicated in the Hacienda Luisita massacre in
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2004 and was responsible for the abduction and torture of farmers
Raymond and Reynaldo Manalo in 2006, was appointed to the 4th
ID based in Cagayan de Oro City, and had sown the same seeds
of terror in Mindanao; Maj. Gen. Oscar Lactao was responsible for
the attacks in Surigao del Sur, Bukidnon and other provinces in
Northern Mindanao and Caraga.
Killings and enforced disappearances. Most often,
evacuation of families are preceded by killings, bombings and
indiscriminate firing in the course of military combat operations in
indigenous people’s communities.
For instance, on 3 January 2014, Monterona, was shot in Maco
town, Compostela Valley. He was a council member of Indug
Katauwan (People Rise Up!), a group of typhoon Pablo/Bopha
survivors. In the next months, more activists and suspected
NPA sympathizers were killed or hunted down by the AFP in the
government’s bid to silence opposition.
On 27 April 2014, farmer Ricardo Tuazon, Sr. with his son
Ricardo Jr and their neigbour Jessan were hunting wild birds in
the forest of Nakabdong, Brgy. Anticala, Butuan City. Soldiers shot
Ricardo Sr when he was checking on the bait he used for the birds.
His son and Jessan found his body riddled with bullets. Ricardo
Sr’s intestines were exposed and his face had a large hole due
to gunshots. Over the radio, the AFP’s Capt. Maglinao of the 29th
Infantry Battalion-Philippine Army claimed they killed a member
of the NPA.
There were other reported incidents of extrajudicial killings
of indigenous persons accosted by soldiers who accused them of
being NPA: tricycle driver Wilfredo Estrebillo of Davao del Norte
(4 June); Blaan farmers Tony Bago and Arnel Tanduyan of Davao
Occidental (20 May), etc.
Since 16 February of 2014, elements of the 41st IBPA conducted
combat operations in the municipalities of Lacub, Licuan-Baay, and
Malibcong in Abra. On 8 March, the remains of Licuben Ligiw and
his sons Fermin and Eddie were found piled on top of the other in
a shallow grave. Both wrists of Eddie and Fermin were tied with
thick nylon ropes. Licuben’s neck showed rope marks. They all had
bruises due possibly due to beatings. The three were last seen
alive on 3 March by Jessie, one of the siblings, at their pacalso, a
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hut used as shelter of farmers and small-scale miners. There were
combat boot prints around the hut.
Other documented cases of those brutally killed were farmers
and indigenous people’s leaders: Datu Anting and Victor Freay
(Davao del Sur), Genesis Ambason (Agusan del Sur), Martin Copino,
Jemson Copino (Camarines Sur), Jovito Pajanustan (Northern
Samar), Elmer Valdez (Ilocos Sur), Rudy and Rudyric Dejos (Davao
del Sur), Rene Quirante (Negros Oriental), and Ely Oguis (Albay).

Violation of Civil and Political Rights
under the BS Aquino Government

TABLE 14

July 2010 to December 2014
VIOLATIONS

NO. OF VICTIMS
Extrajudicial killing

243

Enforced disappearance

27

Torture

209

Rape

10

Frustrated extrajudicial killing

442

Illegal arrest without detention

831

Illegal arrest and detention

433

Illegal search and seizure

117

Physical assault and injury

491

Forced eviction and demolition

10,758

Violation of domicile

892

Divestment of property

695

Destruction of property

2,765

Forced evacuation

23,929

Threat/harassment/intimidation

184,855

Endangerment of, Threat against Civilians
due to Indiscriminate Firing, Bombing,
Artillery Fire, Landmines, etc

10,855

Forced/fake surrender

50

Forced labor/involuntary servitude

38

Use of civilians in police and/or military operations
as guides and/or shield

847

Use of schools, medical, religious
and other public places for military purpose

59,296

Restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions,
public assemblies and gatherings

21,020
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All over the country, especially in areas considered by the
government as NPA strongholds, the monstrosity of the US- Aquino
regime and the AFP loomed over the people. On the average, there
was one extrajudicial killing per week.
As of end December 2014, there were 243 victims of
extrajudicial killings and 442 frustrated killings since July 2010
when BS Aquino assumed the presidency. Of these victims, 27 were
either tortured to death, beheaded, hogtied or dumped in a shallow
grave. In the first quarter of 2014 alone, there were already 24
documented cases of extrajudicial killings. The number of victims
of extrajudicial killing under the BS Aquino regime had not only
increased but post mortem documentation showed that the killings
were marked with widespread brutality.

TABLE 15
July 2010 to December 2014
REGION

EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

3

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

9

--

Cagayan Valley

6

2

Central Luzon

11

1

National Capital Region

10

--

Southern Tagalog

20

4

Bicol

54

3

Western Visayas

11

4

Central Visayas

5

--

Eastern Visayas

11

2

Northern Mindanao

13

--

Caraga

18

6

Socsksargen

6

1

Western Mindanao

26

1

Southern Mindanao

34

1

ARMM

6

2

243

27

Women

22

--

HR Defenders

104

10

TOTAL

68

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY REGION

TABLE 16
July 2010 to December 2014

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY SECTOR
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Church

3

--

Entrepreneur

5

1

Environmentalist

6

--

SECTOR

Fisherfolk

6

--

Government employee

5

--

Indigenous people

64

2

Minor

22

2

Peasant

202

23

Teacher

1

1

Urban poor

12

1

Human rights worker

7

--

Workers

12

1

Youth & students

10

1

Moro

6

1

Transport

8

1

Development and human rights workers were not
spared from the killing spree. There was also a marked
increase in the number of development and human rights workers
in communities engaged in self-help projects who were victims of
extrajudicial killings. Romeo Capalla, brother of Bishop Emeritus
Fernando Capalla, was shot at close range by two gunmen at around
6:30 p.m. on 15 March 2014. Capalla was at the Oton public market
in Iloilo Province to fetch his mother-in-law. He succumbed to two
gunshot wounds in the head, and was pronounced dead on arrival
at the Western Visayas Medical Center. Capalla, 65, was a member
of the Board of Directors of the Panay Fair Trade Center (PFTC) of
the International Federation of Alternative Trade. Two months after
the killing of Capalla on 28 May 2014, another PFTC member was
gunned down. Eric Nonato was driving a cargo truck followed by
Dionisio Garete’s pick-up truck loaded with freshly cut sugarcane.
They were on their way to the muscovado mill of the JaniuayBadiangan Farmers Association (Jabafa) to deliver sugarcane.
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TABLE 17
July 2010 to December 2014

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY AFFILIATION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

ACT Teachers Partylist

1

--

Anakbayan

3

--

Anakpawis

6

--

ORGANIZATION

Bayan

1

--

Bayan Muna Partylist

14

--

Courage

1

--

Gabriela

0

--

Kabataan Partylist

--

1

Kadamay

2

--

Katribu Partylist

8

1

KMP

27

3

KMU

0

1

NFSW

2

2

Piston

1

--

SELDA

1

--

UCCP

2

0

Various other organizations

32

2

On the road, near Brgy. Danao, Janiuay, Nonato heard gunshots,
followed by the blowing of horn of Garete’s truck. Garete’s truck
fell down a steep slope on the side of the road. He had gunshot
wounds in the head and on his chest. He died on the way to
hospital. Several months before his killing, Garete had received
death threats and was often tailed by a mercenary paramilitary
group coddled by the AFP based in Negros, the RPA-ABB.
Up north in Ifugao of the Cordillera region in Luzon, William
Bugatti, an indigenous person was killed on 25 March on his way
home to his family in Bolog, Kiangan. Bugatti was a human rights
worker and paralegal working amongst the indigenous people in
the Cordillera.
Relief workers were also marked for killing: Marcelo
Monterona Jr. was shot to death on 3 January – he was a community
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relief leader during the typhoon Pablo/Bopha disaster and he
had also campaigned for the pullout of the 71st IBPA from their
community because this combat unit dropped bombs on the
communities in Compostela Valley, and committed violations and
abuses on the people; Gildegardo Hernandez was working on the
preparations for the Relief Delivery Operation for the survivors
of typhoon Glenda/Rammasun when he was killed on 6 August in
Candelaria, Quezon province; on 23 August, Jefferson A. Custodio
was delivering farm tools to the farmer-beneficiaries in upland
barangays of Carigara when two men on a motorcycle without a
plate number shot him – he died on the spot.
No doubt, BS Aquino’s Oplan Bayanihan targetted to kill farmers,
indigenous people and those who worked with them. They were
killed because they opposed those who intruded into and grabbed
their lands. BS Aquino’s famous line, “Kayo ang boss ko” (“You are
my boss”) actually referred to those who raked in profits and were
fully-protected by law and by state forces. Clearly, BS Aquino’s
Oplan Bayanihan was just a continuation of Arroyo’s bloody OBL.
The killings were meant to silence people and quell protests and
resistance. The monstrosity by which people were killed were
intended to sow terror but it only exposed the BS Aquino regime
and the AFP’s desperation and their own fear of a people rising
against their brutality. The fascist attacks only drove the people to
fight for their rights and protect the gains of their struggle.
Criminalization of political acts, political prisoners
and the peace process.
By the end of 2014, there were 498 documented political
prisoners. The arrests showed the BS Aquino regime’s intolerance
for dissent, disregard for agreements signed with the NDFP and
a penchant for money-making schemes like rewards/bounty in
the guise of going after “enemies of the state”. Like most victims
of human rights violations, majority of the political prisoners in
2014 were peasants and indigenous people fighting for their land
rights and against plunder of the country’s resources; workers and
urban poor dwellers who wanted decent jobs and wages, including
adequate shelter near sources of livelihood; and activists working
for social and political change for justice, freedom and democracy.
Bounty hunting. In 2014, there was an increase in bountyhunting wherein the military went after the millions of pesos of
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TABLE 18

Political Prisoners as of December 31, 2014
TOTAL

WOMEN

NDFP
CONSULTANTS

ARRESTED
UNDER
BS AQUINO

Ilocos

--

--

--

--

Cordillera Administrative
Region

8

1

--

8

Cagayan Valley

5

3

0

5

REGION

Central Luzon

12

2

1

7

National Capital Region

208

15

10

43

Southern Tagalog

24

2

--

7

Bicol

37

3

--

26

Western Visayas

20

1

--

20

Central Visayas

2

--

--

--

Eastern Visayas

25

9

1

20

Northern Mindanao

18

--

2

12

Caraga

13

--

--

12

Socsksargen

28

1

--

15

Western Mindanao

26

5

--

18

Southern Mindanao

44

1

--

20

ARMM

28

--

--

11

498

43

14

224

TOTAL

reward money that was pegged on certain individuals, specifically
persons associated with the NDFP. While some leading members of
the NDFP were apprehended and imprisoned with invented charges
of murder and so forth, many of those arrested and incarcerated
were just peasant leaders, community organizers and development
workers who were dubbed as wanted personages with millions of
reward money on their heads. The total reward money was around
PhP 466 million; for 2014, the arrested individuals were worth PhP
53.7 million – cashed in by military personnel.
NDFP consultants/personnel arrested and imprisoned: Benito
Tiamzon and Wilma Austria-Tiamzon, were arrested on 22
March, and then charged with illegal possession of firearms and
explosives. The evidence against them was planted. With them
were: Joel Enano, Rex Villaflor, and Arlene Panea who were charged
with illegal possesion of firearms and explosives; while Lorraine
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Villaflor and Jeosi Nepa were charged with illegal possession
of firearms at the Toledo City Regional Trial Court. Villaflor and
Nepa were released on bail in September. Two months after the
Tiamzons were arrested, Roy Erecre was nabbed on false charges of
robbery, frustrated murder and rebellion.
Benito and Wilma had PhP 10 million bounty each, while Erecre
had PhP 5.6 million under the DILG-DND “wanted” list. In spite
of their being JASIG-protected peace consultants of the NDFP,
they were criminalized by the BS Aquino government in violation
of peace agreements formally signed by the Government of the
Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the NDFP.
Arrests, torture and imprisonment. Aside from the NDF
peace consultants, peasant leaders, community organizers and
development workers in depressed communities of peasants and
indigenous people were not spared. They were subjected to the
government’s red tagging, their acts criminalized, and their arrest
became part of the bounty racket of BS Aquino’s government and
the AFP.
Agriculturist Dominiciano Muya had a PhP 4.8 million reward for
his arrest. Muya was arrested on October 6 in Tagum City, Davao del
Norte by elements of the 10th Infantry Division-Philippine Army for
multiple murder and frustrated murder. Muya was a staff member
of the RMP in Northern Mindanao, and was also a consultant of
the Salugpungan Ta Tanu Igkanugon Learning Center (STTILC), a
community-based school for Lumad children.
Dionisio Almonte, a peasant organizer in Pagsanghan-Laguna,
had a PhP5 million bounty. Almonte was undergoing medical
treatment when he was arrested, with his wife Gloria Almonte,
on 9 January in Valenzuela City, Metro Manila. Dionisio was in
Valenzuela to seek treatment for his severe diabetes, slipped disc,
and other ailments. Farmer Jordan Donillo of the Mansaka tribe was
arrested without a warrant on 14 December 2014 at Compostela
Valley by joint forces of the AFP and PNP. Donillo whom the military
claimed was a ranking member of the NPA, had a PhP2.5 million
bounty based on the DND-DILG “wanted list.”
Eduardo Esteban was arrested on 5 August in Jaro, Iloilo with
a warrant in the name of a certain “Manuel Esteban” with aliases
“Bonnie/Jun/Bennie”. This “Manuel Esteban” was an alleged
ranking leader of the NPA in northern Luzon with a PhP5.8 million
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bounty. Eduardo Esteban, a cancer survivor, suffered from diabetes.
The CPP issued a statement that said Eduardo Esteban was never
part of the revolutionary forces in the Ilocos-Cordillera Region.
Driver Reynaldo Ingal was arrested on the AFP’s insistence that
he was “Agaton Topacio,” whose arrest had a PhP 5 million reward.
He was arrested with cook Lourdes Quioc whom the military
claimed as “Eugenia Topacio,” also with a PhP5 million reward.
Other arrests were done on hapless community organizers and
peasant leaders. Romeo Rivera, an environmental activist, was
arrested by some 20 armed men in plainclothes on 2 May. He was
a co-convenor of the Tampakan Panalipdan (Defend Tampakan),
an organization campaigning against large-scale and destructive
mining in Tampakan, South Cotabato. Gerald Salonga and Guiller
Cadano were arrested without a warrant in Carranglan town, Nueva
Ecija – they were volunteers of Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang
Luzon (AMGL). Peasant leader Lito Lao was arrested and charged
with qualified theft on 7 October in Kapalong, Davao del Norte
while he was facilitating a dialogue between farmers and a land
grabber in the area. On 22 July, farmer Melvin R. Espinoza was
arrested with Geoffrey Ganancia and another friend named Mike, by
some 30 elements of the PNP in Cabangsalan, Bukidnon. They and
their parents were active in their community’s campaign against
the expansion of the SUMIFRU Philippines Corporation, a pineapple
and banana plantation of the Japanese company Sumitomo
Corporation. On 28 January, Remigio Espinas, an organizer of the
National Federation of Sugarcane Workers (NFSW) and the KMP,
was arrested by the military in Silay City, Negros Occidental.
On 18 February, Romulo Bito-on of the SELDA was arrested by
operatives of the PNP and Special Action Force in Barangay Dos
Hermanas, Talisay City, Negros Occidental. Indigenous people’s
leader Genasque Enriquez was arrested on fabricated charges of
frustrated murder in Surigao City on 22 August. Trade union leader
Hernan Certeza, spokesperson of Kilusang Mayo Uno-Bicol, was
arrested after joining the People’s Initiative signature campaign
against the pork barrel system on 25 August in Sto. Domingo, Albay.
Almost all of them were subjected to torture and kept in prison.
Some had been released on bail.
Extreme cruelty to women political prisoners. There
were two documented cases of extreme cruelty to pregnant women
who gave birth under prison conditions.
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Andrea Rosal says goodbye to daughter Diona.
Andrea Rosal was arrested on 27 March with Edward Lanzanas in
Caloocan City as she prepared to see her doctor for her pre-natal
check up. She was seven months pregnant. Andrea did not receive
proper prenatal check-up during her detention. She was placed in
an extremely hot 5 x 10 meter cell which she shared with 31 other
female prisoners. She slept on the floor. She was forbidden to use
her own electric fan due to the limit in the number of fans allowed
in a cell by the prison authorities. She had to bear with the usual
inadequate food ration. On 15 May, Andrea experienced uterine
contractions but was not admitted to the hospital purportedly for
lack of available room. Instead, she was brought back and forth
to PGH and Camp Bagong Diwa, some 15 kilometers apart. She
was finally admitted in the morning of May 16 and gave birth the
following day. Her baby girl was immediately placed in an artificial
respirator, but then she died a few hours later.
As Andrea recuperated from childbirth, she was branded a
“high-risk” detainee, and was not allowed to attend her daughter’s
burial. The court permitted her to attend the wake of her daughter
for a measly three hours “in the interest of compassionate justice”.
As baby Diona was laid to rest on 22 May in Ibaan-Batangas, her
mother was kept at the PGH.
In July 2014, the fabricated kidnapping with murder charge
against Andrea was dismissed for lack of sufficient evidence by
Judge Toribio Ilao of the Pasig RTC Branch 266. Andrea, however,
was kept in detention at the Taguig City Jail female dorm for a
pending case of murder. Meanwhile, Andrea’s companion, Edward
Lanzanas, was charged with murder and kidnapping based on
unsupported claims by his arresting officers that Lanzanas was a
certain “Ka Jomel” – his case was similar to other cases of illegal
arrest and detention due to mistaken identity.
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Three months after Andrea’s arrest, another pregnant woman,
Maria Miradel Torres was arrested in Lucena City, Quezon Province
on 20 June by combined elements of the CIDG and Southern Luzon
Command (SolCom). Miradel was four months pregnant. She was
slapped with trumped-up charges of murder and frustrated murder.
Prior to her arrest, she was confined at the Quezon Memorial
Hospital in Quezon province due to profuse bleeding. According
to the house owner where Miradel stayed, the latter was weak and
pale when taken by the operatives. She was immediately brought to
the SolCom headquarters. Despite the doctor’s advice for complete
bed rest due to threatened abortion, Miradel was surreptitiously
transferred to the Taguig City Jail in Camp Bagong Diwa on June
25. Her medicines, cellphone and bag were confiscated. At the
detention center, Miradel shared a small cell with three other
inmates. In spite of her being pregnant she was assigned to the
third deck of a bunk bed. Bleeding all the while, Torres was only
brought to the Taguig-Pateros District Hospital a week after her
arrest. After three weeks at the hospital, she was brought back to
the jail. On November 9, she gave birth to a baby boy at the PGH.
In contrast to this cruelty, female inmates like Janet Napoles and
Gigi Reyes of the PDAF scam were granted VIP treatment. No less
than the president of the Republic of the Philippines, BS Aquino and
his escorts served as advance party to Camp Crame when Napoles
was brought there.
Death behind bars. On 18 September 2014, Benny Barid, a
political prisoner from Ilocos Norte detained at the National Bilibid
Prisons (NBP), died of chronic asthma bronchitis with emphysema.
He had been in and out of jail through different regimes since
martial law. The ailing Benny did not get sufficient and appropriate
medical attention while in prison. Other political prisoners, helped
by human rights organizations, provided the means for him to
acquire needed medicines. Another political prisoner, Alison
Alcantara, was in and out of the NBP’s clinic because of various
ailments. Alcantara died of pneumonia, sepsis and fatal arrhythmia
on 19 September 2013. His consistent request to be confined at the
PGH was only heeded after he went into a coma at the Bilibid clinic.
Of the 498 political prisoners in 2014 who were in various
prisons in the country, 53 of them were sick and in need of
immediate medical attention.
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BS Aquino regime makes war not peace. And as the civil
war rages in the countryside, BS Aquino’s OpBay combat troops
were crazed with brutality. The atrocities of 4-6 September 2014
in Lacub, Abra happened during a reported military operation
against the NPA. After the battle, the people of Lacub gathered the
remains of their dead. The result of the autopsy conducted on the
remains of the NPA members killed revealed the use of torture and
mutilation. Recca Noelle Monte‘s skull was like a crushed eggshell
and her brains were missing, but she had no trace of any gunshot
wounds. The NBI autopsy report on another NPA soldier stated both
arms of Arnold Jaramillo’s were riddled with
bullets down to his wrists and thumbs. His
internal organs appeared “macerated” and
his body looked like a “sponge” due to the
multiple gunshot wounds. The NBI report
also said both jaws were shattered “inward
into his throat” necessitating the embalmer
to insert cement into his mouth “to keep the
architecture of his mouth intact.”
Even civilians were not spared by the
soldiers’ violence during this 4-6 September
military operation. Engr. Fidela Salvador of
an NGO, the Cordillera Disaster Response
and Development Services (CorDis-RDs)
who happened to be in Lacub to conduct
a community project evaluation was also
tortured and killed. Noel Viste, a resident of
Lacub was also killed during the operations,
after being part of the group of civilians that
was used as human shields by the soldiers.

Engineer Fidela Salvador

Meanwhile, the larger context of this human rights violations
report of the BS Aquino government is his presidency’s war
machinery that worked overtime to implement its counterinsurgency program Oplan Bayanihan in going after its sworn
enemies, but which ended up terrorizing government critics,
dissenters, and other suspected rebels. The BS Aquino regime’s
road to peace led to the graveyard – a silencing of dissent, a death
sentence to those who opposed the exploitative and repressive
system that BS Aquino represented.
By all indications, BS Aquino had never been one for peace but
an arrogant warmonger. Karapatan’s report mentioned five of the
many reasons why:
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1. Oplan Bayanihan had a budget for deception and state
terror
The 2015 budget was used in this report as an example of
how the succeeding year’s budget for OpBay looked like: its
2015 total budget amounted to more than PhP200 billion,
PhP40 billion more than 2013’s budget. The funds were
spread out in different government agencies namely, the
DILG, the Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWD), and the OPAPP. The DSWD and OPAPP funds
for PAMANA and Kalahi-CIDSS were part of OpBay’s
budget to spend, particularly for its psy-war component.
PAMANA and Kalahi-CIDSS programs were allocated with
PhP9 billion and PhP17 billion more, respectively. These
projects were categorized as “pro-development and propeople” in counter-insurgency parlance; implemented
in areas considered by government as hotbeds of
rebellion. However, PAMANA and Kalahi-CIDSS projects
were considered palliatives meant to douse dissent over
government’s anti-people policies and programs. Both
programs had not addressed the worsening situation of
poverty and hunger, either in the rural or urban areas.
As exemplified in the 2014 report here, OpBay was
used to spread the terror of war and traumatization on
hapless civilians with extrajudicial killings, enforced
disappearances, torture, imprisonment, community
evacuations, and all the horror that war brought.
2. The use of the presidential pork barrel, the Disbursement
Acceleration Program (DAP) to fund paramilitary groups
through the OPAPP
The OPAPP received funds from the DAP, which was 300400% bigger than its approved regular budget in the
General Appropriations Act (GAA) for 2011 and 2012.
Whatever budgetary tricks happened between OPAPP and
Malacañang – where the DAP funds ended up with and why
such expense was not included in the regular budget items
of OPAPP – the huge amount of people’s money supposedly
spent for the peace initiatives of the government did
not result in tangible and comprehensive services and
livelihood for the people. And, even in the guise of
livelihood projects through the PAMANA, the OPAPP had no
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excuse to the use of billions of people’s money to finance
paramilitary groups like the CPLA and the RPA-ABB. To the
present day, both groups are notoriously involved in several
cases of human rights violations in the Cordillera region
and Negros provinces, respectively.
3. BS Aquino’s utter disregard of previous agreements with
the NDFP and the continuing arrests of JASIG-protected
peace consultants.
The arrest of Benito Tiamzon and Wilma Austria-Tiamzon
in March and of Roy Erecre in May 2014 were violations of
the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees
(JASIG) signed between the GRP/GPH and NDFP in 1995.
The JASIG protected the rights of negotiators, consultants,
staff members, security and other personnel involved in the
peace negotiation. It ensured an atmosphere conducive to
free discussion and mobility during the negotiations, and
would avert any incident that might jeopardize the peace
negotiations. As of December 2014, there were 14 NDFP
consultants imprisoned by the GPH facing several trumpedup criminal charges.
4. Harassment of NDFP peace consultants inside jails
While in detention, political prisoners especially the NDFP
peace consultants have become targets of harassment
and repression. The political prisoners mentioned various
instances of being harassed as cited in human rights
reports. For instance, at the male dormitory of the Special
Intensive Care Area (SICA) in Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig
City, NDFP consultants and other political detainees
protested the “arbitrary confiscations, theft and wastage
of essential necessities, livelihood handicraft products
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and valuable items of detainees” committed by the BJMPNational Headquarters (BJMP-NHQ) forces during its
‘greyhound’ operations on 12 June 2014.
5. The AFP commits war crimes against the people in
violation of UN International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and
CARHRIHL
On 4-6 September 2014, for instance, there was a military
operation in Lacub, Abra, and the 41st IBPA killed seven
members of the NPA and two civilians. Their autopsies
showed a savagery in their deaths – extensive torture signs
and mutilation. Guerilla fighters already hors d’ combat
were not taken as prisoners but tortured and executed. On
October 24, families of victims of war crimes in Lacub, Abra
filed complaints at the GPH section of the Joint Monitoring
Committee (JMC) in Quezon City. The JMC was created in
2004 by the GPH and the NDFP to monitor and investigate
violations of CARHRIHL. The CARHRIHL, which is the first of
the four substantive agenda in the peace talks, was signed
by the GPH and NDFP in 1998.
2014 was also a year of renewed people’s struggle in Hacienda
Luisita, BS Aquino’s inheritance; there was also the continuing
protests against the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement
(EDCA) that was signed in time for the visit of US President
Barack Obama in April 2014. EDCA legitimized the presence and
permanent physical basing of the US troops nationwide, including
its unhampered military activities. It was a magnet for war; and,
the resurgence and strengthening of the trade union movement
with the victory of the strike staged by NXPSCI Workers Union on
September 26, 2014.
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The People’s movement remains strong in the rural
areas. Indigenous people may have no access to government
schools and social services. Their fertile lands and rich mineral
resources may be targets of or under the control of multinational
agro-business plantations, logging companies, and foreign largescale mining companies. But they, together with their elders, try
hard to survive and improve their situation.
With hunger comes the struggle for a better future. The people
of Mindanao have been used to a life without help from the
Philippine government. It is through their unity and own initiatives
that they were able to slowly build their own schools, establish
cooperatives, and develop their production capacity.
The people are defending their communities in many forms –
organizing themselves, rallies and demonstrations, and lobbying
in various government agencies. Some have taken other forms
of defense such as waging the traditional pangayaw (tribal war)
against foreign mining businesses, which destroy their lands and
lives; while others joined the NPA to wage war against imperialist
plunder and fascist attacks by the regime.
Thus, despite military attacks under BS Aquino’s Oplan
Bayanihan, the achievements at the grassroots level, gained
through genuine people’s struggles and perseverance, are
preserved and consolidated
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2015
Enough of the Atrocious Regime

B

y December 2015 six months before a new president
would be installed in Malacañang, BS Aquino was leaving a
legacy of unbridled crimes of repression, of fascist attacks,
of plunder, of corruption, of exploitation of the poor, of criminal
negligence, of puppetry to imperialist dictates, of treachery and the
subversion of the will of the nation, cloaked in deceptive trimmings
of “tuwid na daan” (“righteous path”), “bayanihan” (mutual help)
and so-called development acceleration.
The words pahirap, korap, papet, pasista (oppressive, corrupt,
puppet, fascist) were apt descriptions of BS Aquino and his regime.
These words capsulized what the BS Aquino regime was to the
Filipino people.
On December 5, 2015, relatives and victims of human rights
violations gathered to raise the call to jail BS Aquino and end his
“righteous path” based on the grave abuses and violations of
human rights committed against the people. On December 10,
an image of “Noynoy in jail” was paraded during a protest rally to
commemorate International Human Rights Day. The “Noynoy in
jail” effigy was a symbol of the people’s desire to see the real-life
Aquino in jail as his term would end in June 2016.
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Violation of Civil and Political Rights
under the BS Aquino Government

TABLE 19

July 2010 to December 2015
VIOLATIONS

NO. OF VICTIMS
Extrajudicial killing

310

Enforced disappearance

29

Torture

244

Rape

12

Frustrated extrajudicial killing

587

Illegal arrest without detention

1,039

Illegal arrest and detention

549

Illegal search and seizure

293

Physical assault and injury

574

Forced eviction and demolition

11,768

Violation of domicile

1,141

Divestment of property

844

Destruction of property
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4,157

Forced evacuation

107,918

Threat/harassment/intimidation

203,303

Endangerment of, Threat against Civilians
due to Indiscriminate Firing, Bombing,
Artillery Fire, Landmines, etc

92,186

Forced/fake surrender

329

Forced labor/involuntary servitude

126

Use of civilians in police and/or military operations
as guides and/or shield

1,840

Use of schools, medical, religious
and other public places for military purpose

79,846

Restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions,
public assemblies and gatherings

24,515

2015’s human rights violations. The brutality of
the government’s military policy, particularly of the regime’s
Oplan Bayanihan, was ruthlessly continued especially against
peasants and indigenous people during this year. That peasants
and indigenous people inhabited resource-rich lands in remote
communities made them a target of government’s counterinsurgency program that sought out armed revolutionary groups
who also lived in the mountains. And this meant the ceaseless
killings, massacres, and bombing of communities, that led to

forcible evacuations, were as intense and destructive as they were
in past regimes. The countryside where peasants and indigenous
peoples lived, were considered by the government as the “guerilla
zones” of the CPP-NPA-NDF.
There were 67 extrajudicial killings reported in 2015
perpetrated by combat troops and their paramilitary mercenaries.
For instance, on June 25, Felix Jr. “Ricky” Basig was shot dead by
six soldiers of the 10th Infantry Division led by a certain Pfc. Maca.
Basig was a resident of Brgy. Mahan-ub, Baganga, Davao Oriental.
Less than a month before the killing, Basig had already reported
to Karapatan-Southern Mindanao that he had been a subject of
military red-tagging – he was being accused of being a member of
the NPA.
In Bukidnon. On September 15, Obet Pabiana, a Banwaon Manobo
and a member of the Lumad organization Tagdumahan, and a
minor, Olaking Olinan, were killed separately by Mankolobi Bocalas
and Manlumakad Bocalas of the Dela Mance paramilitary group
(ALAMARA). A month later on October 27, Mankombete Mariano
was shot and hacked to death by the same paramilitary group. His
ten-year-old grandson who witnessed the brutal murder, was hit in
the left leg but had managed to run away and hide.
On May 24, 2015, the Calago couple Endric and Rosalie, were
shot dead, then burned by elements of the 11th Infantry Battalion,
Philippine Army in Guihulngan, Negros Oriental. Relatives of the
couple who were also their neighbor said, they heard Rosalie
shouting for help followed by gunshots and the next thing they
saw was the couple’s house on fire. The following morning, the
couple’s daughter found Endric and Rosalie burned dead. There
were empty shells of an M-203 grenade launcher and M-16 armalite
rifle at the scene of the crime. Endric Calago was an elected officer
of a local peasant organization, while Rosalie had been involved in
community health service.
Indigenous people killed. Indigenous people were
deliberately targeted by OpBay, and not what military parlance
described as being “caught in the crossfire”. Out of the 310 victims
of extrajudicial killings under the BS Aquino regime, 87 were
indigenous people, 69 of them were Lumad. The victims of the first
massacre under the Aquino regime were indigenous people – they
were Dumagats in Montalban, Rizal who were fired at by four men
aboard two motorcycles. The victims Demelita Largo, Benita San
Jose, and Eduard Navarte died instantly.
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Most of the killings of indigenous people were committed
by paramilitary groups who were recruited by the military
among the ranks of the indigenous people. Such was the case
of Manhiloy Mantog, a Manobo and a member of Kahugpungan
Alang sa Kalambuan (KASAKA) who was killed by Bagani Lubog
paramilitary members Crisanto Banggaan, Sadlong Manlangit,
and Jemar Banggaan on September 8, 2013 in Agusan del Sur. The
Bagani-Lubog Force paramilitary was attached to the 26th IBPA,
and was also responsible for the killing of peasants Benjamin
Planos and Gabriel Alinao. The case of the Matigsalog tribal
chieftain Datu Jimmy Liguyon exemplified yet another trend: that
of silencing those who opposed the incursions into ancestral lands
of transnational corporations such as mining companies, and of
various so-called government development projects.
Liguyon was vice-chairperson of the Lumad group KASILO and
barangay captain of Dao, San Fernando, Bukidnon. He was shot
dead on March 2, 2012 in his house by paramilitary group NIPAR
led by Alde Salusad a.k.a. Butsoy. Salusad was also a member of
the paramilitary group TRIOM Force reportedly created by Vice
Mayor Levy Edma and backed by Lt. Fallar of the 8th IBPA. After
the killings, Salusad was heard bragging,“I killed him because he
refused to give (the mining company) SANMATRIDA a certification.”
The certification would have allowed the entry of the company into
ancestral lands.
Children killed for Oplan Bayanihan. There were at least
five minors reported victims of extrajudicial killing in 2015 alone;
their ages ranged from 13 to 17 years old. During BS Aquino’s
years in power, at least 28 children were killed in the senseless
implementation of OpBay. The youngest victim was Asmayra
Usman, a four-year-old who was shot while asleep in an evacuation
center at the Mahad Norul Ittihad in Datu Saudi Ampatuan,
Maguindanao. She was hit in the right side of her stomach. The
bullets came from a nearby military detachment.
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The five victims in 2015 were: Jonathan Olinan (previously
reported as Olaking Olinan), 15, killed by members of the Dela
Mance paramilitary group-ALAMARA on September 25, 2015 in
Malaybalay City, Bukidnon. Jonathan was with his brother Mandi
Olinan in Bayo, Sitio Balaudo, St. Peter, Malaybalay City to gather
abaca fiber. When the tribal leaders investigated the vicinity where
Olaking was shot, they found footstep marks that led them to the
site where Obet Pabiana was gunned down at around 7 a.m. on the
same day. The distance between the two sites was only about 10

meters. Before Pabiano died, he was able to tell his companions
that Mankolobi Bocalas and Manlumakad Bocalas shot him. The
community members believed that both killings were committed
by the Bocalas pair of the Dela Mance paramilitary group attached
to the 4th IDPA.
Emer Somina, 17, and Norman Samia, 14, were among the five
killed in a massacre on August 18, 2015 at Pangantucan, Bukidnon.
Somina and Samia were at the house of Herminio Samia, 70, with
Jobert Samia and “Junjun” for lunch. Herminio Samia was Norman’s
grandfather and Emer’s uncle. Except for the 15-year-old “Junjun”,
all five were shot dead when members of the 3rd Company-1st
Special Forces Battalion ordered them to get out of the house and
shot them one after the other. “Junjun” was able to run and hide
behind boulders, which became his cover until he could get away to
another uncle’s house to inform them of what he saw. Aside from
gunshot wounds, the remains of the older men including that of the
septuagenarian Herminio Samia, were disfigured.
Ryan Almosara, 17, was gunned down at around 4 a.m. on May
14, 2015 by men believed to be members of the 9th IBPA. Almosara
was a resident of Kalawanan, Brgy. Cantorna, Monreal in Masbate.
The men, armed with M-16 rifles, forced open the Almosara house
where he and his wife and their two-month-old son were sleeping.
The men threatened to burn the house if Almosara refused to guide
them to the house of Jomar Escorel, Almosara’s neighbor. When

In the eyes of a child, the presence of combat troops
in their community is a frightening experience
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they reached the house, the men ordered Escorel to come out. As
soon as Escorel was outside, the men shot him in the head, missing
the two-year-old son Escorel was carrying. Then, Almosara was also
shot. Reports said Almosara sustained 17 gunshot wounds while
Escorel had eight. The two were peasant activists.
Sarah Pananggulon, 8, was among the eight civilian casualties
in the Mamasapano carnage in January 2015 in Brgy. Tukanalipao,
Mamasapano, Maguindanao. Sarah was hit on the side of her body
while her parents were also wounded because of stray bullets.
Sarah was a deaf-mute. It was only after the gunfire that her mother
noticed her wounds. Help came only the next day. It was also then
that they learned that it was the men from the PNP’s Special Action
Force (SAF) who indiscriminately fired at the community and at their
house.
Combat troops did not only kill, they raped children,
too. Amid the rising political killings under the BS Aquino regime,
12 women were raped by state forces; and nine of them were
minors. Soldiers and members of the CAFGU undressed girls, as
young as 12 years old, then raped them. None of the perpetrators of
the documented rape cases has been arrested or brought to jail.
On two separate occasions, elements of the 68th Infantry
Battalion-Bravo Company, identified as Galot, Daniel and Jay-Ar
raped “Tess”, a 14-year old Lumad girl. In another incident, the
68th IB Bravo Company was encamped in Sitio Nasilaban, Brgy.
Palma Gil, Talaingod. PFC Alexander Barsaga, PFC Ronnie Castro
and PVT Rocky Domingo invited “Mutya” (to safeguard her identity,
Karapatan did not expose her real name), 17, to celebrate the
anniversary of the 16th IB at a military camp in Baras, Rizal. At the
camp, the soldiers offered cake and water which made Mutya, her
cousin, and a friend to fall into deep sleep. “Mutya”, traumatized by
her ordeal, suffered a mental breakdown.
There were many more rape victims by soldiers and paramilitary
forces that remained undocumented. The victims and their
families were afraid and ashamed to report or file a complaint. In
most cases, victims were either threatened to prevent them from
filing a case and/or were offered money as compensation. Due to
poverty and shame, families of the victims would opt to just accept
monetary offers and be silent about the rape. Aside from rape,
there were at least 16 reported incidents of sexual molestation
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from July 2010-December 2015. The cases ranged from lascivious
talks to the mashing of private parts.
Heinous acts were not isolated cases that could be merely
attributed to individual “bad eggs” in the military – this barbarism
was a tactic in government’s counter-insurgency plan. The act of
rape served as a barbaric terror tactic to shame and silence young
girls, women, their families and the community. BS Aquino, as
commander-in-chief of the AFP, was as accountable as his soldiers,
for the rape not only of our nation but also of our daughters.
The role of paramilitary groups: AFP’s surrogates. The
State had oftentimes capitalized on the illiteracy and poverty of the
masses to divide and pit them against each other. The CAFGU could
be found throughout the country, while groups such as the SCAA,
IDF, ITDF (Inter-Territorial Defense Force), Alamara, Bagani-Magahat,
Dela Mance, Sanmatrida, and NIPAR groups are mostly found in
Mindanao. The SCAA, CAA, ITDF, and the IDF were specifically
created to protect big business and foreign investments such as
transnational and multi-national mining corporations. The AFP also
trained and supervised the security forces of these corporations
as protection frontliners. They carry so many different names,
but were essentially AFP surrogates in their terror attacks against
communities. The government repeatedly denied any connection
with paramilitary groups, but the groups obviously performed tasks
along the BS Aquino regime’s counterinsurgency program, Oplan
Bayanihan.
The Magahat-Bagani group that figured in the September 1,
2015 Lianga massacre was one of the 24 documented paramilitary
groups in the country which were trained, financed, and supervised
by the AFP. There were other paramilitary groups operating in
Mindanao such as the Task Force Gantangan, Tribal Warriors,
Bungkatol Liberation Front (BULIF), Black Diamond, and Munggos.
As of November 30, 2015, the AFP-trained and supported
paramilitary groups were involved in the killing of 129 out
of the 310 documented cases of extrajudicial killings (July
2010-December 2015) under the BS Aquino regime. They were also
involved in eight out of 15 incidents of massacre. The paramilitary
groups were also involved in the killing of Fernando Baldomero,
Italian priest Fr. Fausto Tentorio, Bukidnon tribal chief Jimmy
Liguyon, indigenous people’s rights activists Genesis Ambason,
Henry Alameda, and the Capions.
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Forced recruitment into paramilitary groups. The AFP
was not only the creator and backer of paramilitary groups. The
AFP also used threats and coercion and/or red-tagging to force
the civilians to join these groups. One of the earliest documented
cases under the Aquino regime was in Brgy. Calayo, Hacienda
Looc, Nasugbu in Batangas. Four minors were among those
forcibly recruited into the CAFGU and who had undergone training
under the 730th Combat Group (AFP-Airforce) and the 16th IBPA:
Joecel Bautista, 17, Wilson Bucal, 17, Gilbert Jr. Limboc, 16, and
Eugene Sevilla, 15, were among those documented on September
9, 2010 who had undergone training and military exercises in
Palico, Nasugbu town in Batangas where the 730th Combat Group
Philippine Air Force was based. The four were promised salaries and
schooling.
On July 2, 2010, two days after Aquino assumed presidency,
Ryan Duhac, 18, a Manobo farmer from Km.19, Lianga, Surigao del
Sur (two kilometers from where the September 21, 2015 massacre
happened), was abducted and had since remained under the
custody of the Marcos Bocales-Task Force Gantangan-Bagani Force
and elements of the 36th IBPA. Marcos Bocales and his Task Force
Gantangan had been in operation since Arroyo’s OBL.
Ryan Duhac was taken by soldiers and members of the
paramilitary group as he helped his uncle, Jerson Duhac, cut falcata
trees. When his uncle went to look for Ryan, he saw three soldiers
instead. No sign of Ryan. For four days, the family searched for Ryan
and begged the soldiers to surface him. But the soldiers claimed
that Ryan would be rewarded with a large sum of money for
surrendering a gun. On July 6, Marcos Bocales led the family to see
Ryan who was in a remote area in Coastway, St. Christine, Lianga,
Surigao del Sur. Bocales said they were hiding Ryan from the NPA
members who might be after him. Ryan was silent all throughout
the visit, but his family saw his fear. They also noticed cigarette
burns on his right elbow. The soldiers did not release Ryan to his
family. The family later learned that he had become a member of
TFG-BF. Ryan’s family had not seen nor heard from him since.
Desaparecidos. In the morning of April 30, 2015, John Calaba
was invited for a meal by Christopher dela Cruz, Loloy Aquino and
Jayjay Cruz to the David M. Consunji Inc. (DMCI) compound’s guard
outpost in Brgy. Sabanal, Lebak, Sultan Kudarat. Calaba went with
the guards who had been persistent in “befriending” him. Calaba
never came out of the DMCI outpost and had since been declared
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“missing”. When the villagers went looking for him at the outpost,
the guards told them that the gunfire they heard was due to some
“enemies” nearby, then drove them away claiming they might get
caught in the crossfire. When the gunfire subsided, a resident at
Sitio Salabantaran saw six company guards carrying something
wrapped in canvass that was loaded into a truck which left a trail of
blood.
Calaba was Public Information officer of KIDUMA, an
organization opposed to the logging and mining projects of DMCI,
which had displaced peasants and Manobos from their farms and
ancestral lands.
Torture. Physical torture was not very much reported due to
it being a matter of course when battle troops came around to

TABLE 20
July 2010 to December 2015

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY REGION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

3

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

9

--

Cagayan Valley

7

2

Central Luzon

13

1

National Capital Region

11

--

Southern Tagalog

22

4

Bicol

64

4

Western Visayas

12

4

REGION

Central Visayas

7

--

Eastern Visayas

17

2

Northern Mindanao

32

--

Caraga

27

6

Socsksargen

7

2

Western Mindanao

26

1

Southern Mindanao

44

1

ARMM

9

2

310

29

Women

29

--

HR Defenders

128

11

TOTAL

91

TABLE 21
July 2010 to December 2015
SECTOR

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY SECTOR
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Church

3

--

Entrepreneur

6

1

Environmentalist

6

--

Fisherfolk

6

--

Government employee

8

--

Indigenous people

87

3

Minor

28

2

Peasant

262

25

Teacher

2

1

Urban poor

13

--

Human rights worker

8

--

Workers

15

1

Youth & students

10

1

Health

1

--

Moro

8

1

Transport

11

1

communities and made search-and-destroy missions, or when
they did interrogations and harassment of people they suspected
as “helping the enemy”. Since 2010 till the end of 2015, some
244 torture reports were documented due to people recognizing
that what they experienced under the hands of the military would
be what authorities categorized as torture. It should be noted
that most EJK cases were preceded with some form of torture as
people described torture signs when they recovered the bodies of
the dead. In 2015, there were three individual cases of torture in
Misamis Oriental and in Sarangani that were reported because they
survived the ordeal they went through, and the soldiers did not kill
them off. They were heavily mauled, subjected to the “water-cure”
(water was continuously poured into their noses), or were forced to
drink water or tuba until they were bloated, etc.
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TABLE 22
July 2010 to December 2015
ORGANIZATION

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY AFFILIATION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

ACT Teachers Partylist

1

--

Anakbayan

5

--

Anakpawis

8

--

Bayan

1

--

Bayan Muna Partylist

14

--

Courage

1

--

Gabriela

1

--

Kabataan Partylist

--

1

Kadamay

2

--

Katribu Partylist

8

1

KMP

30

3

KMU

1

1

NFSW

2

2

Piston

1

--

SELDA

2

--

UCCP

2

0

Various other organizations

49

3

Human rights workers and advocates. On August 19,
2015, the spokesperson of Karapatan-Sorsogon Teodoro Escanilla
was gunned down in his home in Tagdon, Barcelona, Sorsogon.
Escanilla was already asleep when his house was stoned, prompting
him to look through the window. Two gunmen shot Escanilla using
an M16 rifle and a .45 caliber handgun. According to his neighbors,
they saw two gunmen, who were with eight others. They all got
away using three motorcycles and one tricycle.
The BS Aquino regime hunted down human rights workers
like “Ka Tudoy” Escanilla who was among the four documented
victims of extrajudicial killings among rights workers – the first was
SELDA member Coun. Fernando Baldomero. Escanilla had been a
human rights worker since 1998 as part of the Sorsogon People’s
Organization (SPO), a community-based human rights organization
in the province. He joined Karapatan-Sorsogon in 2006 as its
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spokesperson, and for 10 years he was anchor of a local radio
program “Pamana ng Lahi” (People’s Legacy). Since 2003, Escanilla
had been under surveillance and had constantly received threats
from the military. Six months before he was killed, a resident
of Barangay Tagdon where Escanilla resided was arrested and
tortured. The man was later offered PhP 50,000 and a .45 caliber
gun by Sgt. Rene Enteria of the 31st IBPA to kill Escanilla. The man
(whose name cannot be disclosed for security reasons) immediately
reported the incident to Karapatan-Sorsogon.
Typhoon survivors, rehabilitation workers. One of the
worse crimes the BS Aquino government had committed against
the Filipino people was its negligence of the plight of the poor
majority who were victims of super typhoons that hit the country.
The government was not only inept in preparing for the effects
of natural calamities but also in attending to the needs of the
victims—from relief to rehabilitation. The government preferred
to allow the relief goods to rot instead of being distributed to
the victims in far-flung areas. The relief goods were even used
as leverage to gain further political patronage and as a source of
corruption while rehabilitation came in slow, leaving the victims
fending for themselves. The government was criminally liable
for the plight of typhoon victims. Worse, it had punished those
who survived and who asserted their rights to access relief and
rehabilitation support from the government. In past years, disaster
relief workers were victims of extrajudicial killings like Cristina
Jose in 2013.
Massacre as another brutality of Oplan Bayanihan.
The Sept. 1, 2015 Lianga massacre exposed to the public the
US-BS Aquino regime’s campaign of butchery, particularly in the
communities considered as hotbeds of the rebel movement led
by the CPP-NPA-NDF. The manner by which Datu Juvello Sinzo
and Lumad leader Dionel Campos were killed was akin to a public
execution; and the brutal slaying of ALCADEV (Alternative Learning
Center for Agricultural and Livelihood Development) Executive
Director Emerito Samarca showed the barbarity of the military that
horrified the public.
On September 1, at around 4 a.m., members of the AFP’s
paramilitary Magahat/Bagani Force/Marcos Bocales group opened
fire at Dionel Campos and his cousin Juvello Sinzo (earlier reported
as Aurello/Bello Sinzo) and a staff member of ALCADEV Belen
Itallo in the presence of the community members in Km.16, Brgy.
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Diatagon, Lianga, Surigao del Sur. Campos and Sinzo died instantly,
while Itallo survived. The back of Campos’s head was blown off, as
some witnesses believed armed men used an M203 rifle to shoot
him. Sinzo’s arms were also shattered by gunshots.
Earlier that morning Emerito Samarca’s remains were found in
one of the classrooms in ALCADEV. His throat was slit from ear to
ear. He was also shot twice on the chest.
The September 1 massacre was among the 17 incidents of
massacres under the BS Aquino regime. In 2015 alone, there were
seven documented cases of massacres, six of which happened in
Mindanao and one in Masbate.
OpBAY even spat on international humanitarian laws.
While OpBay’s implementors touted International Humanitarian
Law (IHL) to regulate the conduct of war between protagonists,
they were the first to trample on them. Philippine battle troops did
not follow the Geneva Convention regarding the rules of war. As in
2014 when AFP battle troops tortured and mutilated the bodies of
NPA members in Abra, the same disregard of IHL was evident in the
killing of NPA commander Leoncio “Ka Parago” Pitao of Mindanao
and NPA medic Vanessa “Ka Kyle” Limpag which happened in 2015.
Based on reports gathered by Karapatan-Southern Mindanao
Region, Pitao was undergoing medical treatment when the 69th
IBPA caught up with him. Pitao was already wounded and NPA
medic Vanessa “Ka Kyle” Limpag was unarmed when soldiers
finished them off. On June 28, 2015, members of the 69th IBPA
and Scout Rangers
surrounded the
area where Pitao
was. Pitao told his
comrades to leave
him behind and
try to escape for
their own survival.
Limpag, who was
attending to Pitao’s
ailments, decided
to stay with him.
In a 20-minute
exchange of fire,
Pitao was hit in
the abdomen,

“Ka Parago”
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and fell to the ground. Vanessa then raised her arms in surrender
and shouted at the soldiers, “Medikal ko! Ayaw ninyo tiwasi kay
masakiton siya!” (I’m a medic! Don’t kill him. He is ill.) Limpag was
shot in the back and right foot. The soldiers then approached Pitao
and finished him off pointblank. Before he died, he managed to
shout “Mabuhay ang rebolusyon ug ang katawhang kabus! (Long
live the revolution and the poor people!). Shortly after, Gen.
Eduardo Año, commanding officer of the 10th ID and Gen. Aurelio
Baladad, commanding officer of the Eastern Mindanao Command
arrived as if to collect their trophies.
Political PRISONERS. As of December 31, 2015, there were 557
political prisoners in the whole country, with more than half of
them arrested by the BS Aquino government. About 80 political
prisoners were arrested as far back as 1994 to 2001, or more than
20 years ago. There were 18 detained NDFP peace consultants and
JASIG-protected persons, five of them arrested in 2015: Reynaldo
Hugo, Ruben Saluta, Adelberto Silva, Ernesto Lorenzo, and Maria
Concepcion “Concha” Araneta-Bocala. It was also in 2015 when two
JASIG-protected persons, Leopoldo Caloza and Emeterio Antalan,
were convicted to life imprisonment. In 2013, Eduardo Sarmiento
was similarly convicted on false charges.
As in the case of other political prisoners, the arrested peace
consultants and JASIG-protected persons were victims of the
State’s policy of criminalizing political activism and using
“professional witnesses” who were paid fees to stand in court with
fabricated and often ridiculous and incongruent testimonies. Proof
of the matter: In October 2015, Quezon City Regional Trial Court
(RTC) Branch 98 Judge Marilou Runes-Tamang ruled that accused
“Rogelio Villanueva” was not the same person as Eduardo Serrano,
and Serrano should, therefore, be immediately released. Judge
Tamang said Serrano’s arrest and detention for 11 years was an
“outright mockery of the basic human rights on due process of law
which is enshrined in our Constitution.” There were three NDFP
peace consultants sentenced to life imprisonment based on false
charges – all happened under the BS Aquino presidency.
False charges against activists. In 2015 alone, 114
rights workers, church people, and rights advocates were falsely
charged with criminal offenses for directly working among the
victims of military atrocities in the provinces. Most of the victims
of harassment cases were human rights workers, church people,
and known leaders of the progressive movement and partylist
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organizations. Obviously, the charges were meant to silence the
voices that amplified the sentiments and demands of the victims,
mostly peasants and indigenous people.
Karapatan officers in the regions were among those falsely
charged with criminal offenses for their work among victims in
their respective regions. The absurd trumped-up cases ranged
from kidnapping, serious illegal detention, trafficking in persons,
serious physical injuries, murder and frustrated murder, and which
were even heaped on those who supported internally displaced
persons or evacuees, specifically those from Talaingod and
Kapalong, Davao del Norte, from Bukidnon, from Lianga, Surigao
del Sur and those from Malapatan, Sarangani province and Balit in
Agusan del Sur. Others charged were participants of fact-finding
missions that documented the rights violations committed by the
military against civilians in communities. This happened among
the leaders of Karapatan and a number of people’s organizations in
Cagayan Valley and again, those from Davao, Agusan, and Sarangani
provinces. Ironically, the victims themselves were charged with
murder and frustrated murder as in the case of torture victim Ruben
Wating in Sarangani province; and Marlon Baganay, Mendo Bisiotan
and Lando Daryuin who were abducted and surfaced three days
after, then were slapped trumped-up charges and detained.
In the National Capital Region, leaders of the progressive
movement were also implicated in the cases filed against
those in the regional centers. The names and photos of Bayan
Muna representative Carlos Zarate; Gabriela Women’s Party
representative Emmi de Jesus; former parliamentarians Teddy
Casiño and Rafael Mariano; children’s rights advocates Karlo
Manano and Jacquiline Ruiz of Salinlahi and the Children’s
Rehabilitation Center; and Karapatan Secretary General Cristina
Palabay appeared in a “rogue gallery” that was attached to the
charge sheet of Davao’s Honey Mae Suazo, et al. Zarate was even
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slapped with serious illegal detention charges for supposedly
keeping a child rape victim at the evacuation center in UCCP-Haran.
Officers and members of the Confederation of Unity Recognition
and Advancement of Government Employees (COURAGE) were
subjected to harassment and surveillance through letters, phone
messages and “office and home visits” supposedly to recruit them
into the government intelligence network. Members of the Council
for Health and Development, Kilusang Mayo Uno, Anakbayan,
Children’s Rehabilitation Center and Salinlahi also reported similar
incidents.
Before this, in 2012-2013, there were documented cases of
house and office breaks-in involving progressive organizations and
activists where data storage devices such as laptops, cameras, and
USB drives were singled out by “robbers”.
BS Aquino’s OPBAY and the maelstrom of war against
hinterland communities. 2015 also saw intensified attack
on hinterland communities as the AFP vowed to destroy so-called
NPA mass bases and guerilla fronts. The attacks brought on largescale destruction in rural communities, including their sources of
livelihood, the community infrastructures built by the people, and
the natural resources environment.
Bombings obviously were far more destructive to people’s lives
and livelihood, and to the natural environment. People would run
and try to escape, but no one in the targeted communities was
exempt from the devastation.
Bombings violated the
people’s rights, collectively
and individually. Almost all
the 34 incidents of bombing
documented during BS
Aquino‘s regime happened in
Mindanao, committed by the
units under the AFP’s Eastern
Mindanao Command.
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Bombs and air strikes most
often were accompanied
by ground troops firing
indiscriminately once they
entered the villages. On
February 27, 2015, a few days

after the botched operation in Mamasapano, the soldiers entered
Sitio Quay, Maitumaig, Datu Unsay, Maguindanao at around 7 a.m.,
and started firing at the houses following mortar shelling and an air
strike using OV10 planes. Aga Zulkarnin and her five children ran
away leaving her husband behind when they heard the gunshots.
Zulkarnin also saw APC tanks and marine soldiers coming into their
community.
Civilians injured. In April 2012, farmer Jenice Marguate,
25, of Brgy. Sampaguita, was hit by shrapnel when a bomb was
dropped on his farm in Kibawe, Bukidnon. Marguate was hit when
two fighter planes that reinforced the operation of the 8th IBPA
indiscriminately shelled Sitios Kibanggis and Nabunturan in
Barangay Sampaguita. The planes dropped 14 bombs in a span of
one hour and a half. Some 71 families or 293 individuals evacuated
to the barangay hall because of the incident.
On May 31, 2013, the 503rd Brigade, indiscriminately bombed
the municipality of Malibcong, Abra. The bombings were part of the
operations led by BGen. Hernando Iriberri, then the commanding
officer of the 503rd IB. Two bombs dropped near the forested area
of barangays Duldulao and Lat-ey exploded some 170 meters from
the Hydro Electric Power House and some residential houses. On
October 18, 2011, a mosque and several houses were damaged
when a platoon of the Philippine Army 4th Special Forces Battalion
Special Operations Command used OV10 to bomb the village of
Kailih, Datu Unsay, Maguindanao. The bombing was part of a followup operation against members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) under Commander Dan Asnawie. Some 287 families were
forced out of their homes due to the clash between the two armed
forces.
Forced evacuations. Bombings led to forcible evacuations
where villagers sought safety in other communities or in town
or urban centers. In other instances, community members fled
their villages when combat operations by the AFP intensified and
soldiers would encamp in their villages, using their schools and
other public facilities or even their homes as barracks. The massive
evacuation of residents of Lianga, Surigao del Sur that followed
the September 1 massacre was not the first documented case in
the Caraga region under the BS Aquino regime. There were 26
documented incidents of forcible evacuation in the Caraga region
from August 2010 to September 2015. In 2015, three incidents had
been documented. In Southern Mindanao Region, there were 10
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documented incidents of forcible evacuation in just two years, from
2013 to 2015. Most of the incidents happened in 2013. The more
than 800 evacuees at the United Church of Christ in the PhilippinesUCCP in Haran came in batches starting January of 2015. More than
half of them were from Talaingod, Davao del Norte. They were later
joined by evacuees from Kapalong, Davao del Norte and Kitaotao,
Bukidnon.
The government and its armed forces continued and intensified,
their “campaign to kill” the Lumad and other indigenous people
defending their right to ancestral lands and self- determination.
Northern Mindanao region had the highest number of
documented incidents among all non-Moro regions in Mindanao,
with 18 incidents of evacuation from 2011 to 2015. From 2010
up to the end of 2015, there were at least 118 incidents of forced
evacuation all over the country. Forcible evacuation brought about
a host of other difficulties among the evacuees.
Two children, Jamson Tilocan, 4, and Miguel Man-anito, 3,
died of measles. They were among the 1,000 evacuees from the
four communities in San Luis, Agusan del Sur who were at the
evacuation center starting January 2015. At the Tandag Sports
Complex, a 4-year-old girl died from an undiagnosed illness
within a week when evacuees from Han-ayan and neighboring
communities fled after the September 1 massacre. About 170
persons exhibited varying illnesses after two weeks at the shelter.
Displacement and economic dislocation such as loss of income
and sources of livelihood on the part of the evacuees were among
the other ills of forcible evacuation. Once the evacuees left the
communities, their personal properties and other communityowned structures and plants, crops and livestock were looted and/
or destroyed. In many instances, houses of the evacuees were
burned, destroyed or defaced. The case of Lianga, Surigao del Sur
exemplified the level of destruction and divestment of properties
in the communities once residents evacuated and sought shelter
elsewhere to get away from the military’s madness.
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The Lianga evacuation. The report of an international factfinding mission that went to Lianga on October 25-28, 2015, after
the massacre incident, cited the burning of six houses in the
village of Panukmoan and two houses in Magkahunaw, including
collectively-owned farm machinery, a hauling truck, about 10
containers of fuel, abaca stocks and other farm products, and

home appliances. All the houses in Han-ayan, where ALCADEV was
situated, were also ransacked. There were also reported cases of
divestment of money, farm tools, household utensils, jewelry and
other valuables, stocks of merchandise from retail stores, livestock,
personal documents and picture/s, abaca stock from secured
houses at the time of the forcible evacuation. Cash and goods from
retail stores and cooperatives were taken. There was devastating
destruction of root crops, fruits, and other food crops ready for
harvest which would have been sources of additional income for
the families. Houses were defaced with writing such as “welcome
NPA family” and various sexually suggestive drawings and writings.
The killing of school executive Emerito Samarca and two other
Lumad leaders and the forcible evacuation of the residents of
Han-ayan and neighboring communities were not enough to satiate
the bloodthirsty combat troops. When all the residents left, the
ALCADEV school compound was ransacked and structures were
destroyed. The fact-finding mission found the electrical wires
within the school compound disconnected, the water system
diverted to the military camp; the school’s fishpond drained killing
the fingerlings and fish stock, etc.
Meanwhile, the evacuees lived in cramped and congested
temporary shelters at the Tandag City Sports Complex.
In July 2015, Rep. Nancy Catamco raided the UCCP-Haran in
Davao City to “rescue” from church and human rights groups the
Lumad staying there. Catamco claimed the HR groups “kidnapped
and held” against their will the more than 700 Lumad. The raid
was carried out by Brig.Gen. Alexander Balutan of the 10th ID
and Col. Harold Cabreros of the 1003rd IBPA, and members of the

Lumads declare
Congresswoman Catamco
“unwelcome” in their
communities.
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ALAMARA paramilitary group who forcibly entered the Church
compound where the evacuees were staying. The raid resulted in
the wounding of at least 10 Lumad evacuees.
2015 ended with the evacuees at UCCP-Haran in Davao City and at
the Tandag City Sports Complex spending the Christmas holidays
away from their homes.
Military attacks on schools. Schools were used for military
encampment, or the buildings were destroyed or burned because
OpBay combat troops were instructed to do so. Most of these
schools were not government-established but were grassrootsinitiated and supported by religious and people’s organizations.
For instance, in Brgy. White Culaman, Kitaotao, Bukidnon, the Fr.
Fausto Tentorio Memorial School for the Lumad was demolished
on October 23, 2015 and was barred from opening by the village
captain Felipe Cabugnason who acted on direct orders of the 8th
and 23rd IBPA. The Lumad school was named after the murdered
Italian priest who initiated decades ago literacy and numeracy
classes among the Lumad. Soldiers tagged the Lumad school as
“NPA school.” On October 23, when most of the residents were at
the evacuation center, Cabugnason and his men were reported to
have demolished the school building and ordered the teachers and
students to leave the dormitory.
In early 2015, the Salugpungan Ta Tanu Igkanugon Community
Learning Center (STTICLC) schools were almost closed down
by DepEd Division Supt. Josephine Fadul, as prompted by the
AFP. During the 2016 budget deliberations at the Lower House,
Department of Education officials admitted the plan to close down
24 Salugpungan schools and replace them with schools run by
soldiers. The plan was a result of a meeting called by the National
Intelligence Coordinating Agency (NICA) which is under the Office
of the President. The Save Our Schools (SOS) Network–Mindanao
reported that from September 2014 to September 2015, there were
95 documented cases of attacks on schools by combat troops and
paramilitary groups all over Mindanao, 81 of which were Lumad
community schools, affecting 4,265 students.
Because of the mercenary orientation of the state security
forces, everyone, regardless of age, who crossed their way were
considered enemies. It would not be farfetched to consider that
the next generation of Lumad would remember BS Aquino and his
military as child killers.
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2015
The people’s response

G

uilty of crimes against the people. In July 1618 of 2015, an International People’s Tribunal (IPT)
was convened in Washington, DC, USA. At the end of
the hearings, the Tribunal declared the Philippine government
under the presidency of Benigno Simeon Cojuangco Aquino
guilty of violating the human rights of the Filipino people. The US
government was found equally guilty by directly aiding through
planning, training, arming, providing intelligence and financing
to the AFP in its counter-insurgency operations. Furthermore, the
US government with the complicity of the Philippine government
under the presidency of BS Aquino was found guilty of violating the
sovereignty and right to self-determination of the Filipino people
through its intervention in the domestic affairs of the country.
The complaints that were heard from various victims, witnesses,
and experts were:
• Violations of human rights (extra-judicial killings, enforced
disappearances, torture, and other abuses) perpetrated
though the US- inspired counter-insurgency plan Oplan
Bayanihan;
• Violations of the economic, social and cultural rights of
the Filipino people through the imposition of imperialist
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globalization and other impositions inimical to economic
sovereignty and people’s livelihood and resulting in the
destruction of the environment;
• Violations of the right to self-determination and liberation
through the imposition of the US war on terror and US
military intervention.
The IPT was organized by the ICHRP, the International
Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL), the US National Lawyers
Guild (NLG), and IBON International.
The IPT facilitated complaints from plaintiffs Karapatan Alliance
for the Advancement of People’s Rights, Bayan (New Patriotic
Alliance), Hustisya, Desaparecidos, Selda, Ecumenical Voice for
Human Rights and Peace in the Philippines and its affiliated mass
organizations.
The Manilakbayan ng Mindanao delegation arrived in Metro
Manila in October of 2015. The 700-strong delegation called
national attention to their campaign to stop the killing of the Lumad
perpetrated by the AFP and its paramilitary forces under their
commander-in-chief BS Aquino, a US puppet. Survivors, relatives
of victims, and community members all pointed to the US-BS
Aquino regime’s responsibility for the grave crimes and atrocities
committed against them. They were determined to seek justice and
defend their land and rights, and their children’s future.
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The Lumad went to Manila for a 30-day journey to cry out
for justice and peace in their ancestral lands. Later, the Igorot of
the Cordillera and peasants from Northern Luzon marched with
them on the streets of Manila. They stayed in makeshift tents.
Sympathizers and supporters among the public felt their struggle
and joined them – the church people, students, workers, women,
artists, and professionals – except the BS Aquino government.
The people and the people alone would prevail. BS
Aquino was ending his term with a legacy of unsolved cases of
human rights violations, covered up cases of graft and corruption,
and of a total disregard to the plight of the toiling masses—all
symbolized by the blood-soaked “tuwid na daan”.
But the people had enough and vowed to repudiate the “tuwid
na daan”, and all those who exalted and vowed to continue this
blood-soaked path. The people knew that the path to genuine
freedom and democracy was not “tuwid” (straight), but rather
winding and painstakingly long – the poor and exploited Filipino
people were quite aware that galvanized by their collective power,
they could take the Herculean challenge to sow seeds for a better
tomorrow.

105

106

LAST SIX MONTHS:

2016 (January - June)

the bloody “Daang matuwid” ended
in failure as the people’s movement
stood its ground

P

olitical killings. The fascist attacks against the
people transitioned smoothly from the Arroyo regime
to the BS Aquino regime, having shared the same AFP
generals who were at the helm of an identical counterinsurgency
program – Arroyo’s OBL or Oplan Bantay Laya I and II, and BS
Aquino’s Oplan Bayanihan. BS Aquino had, in fact, continued
Arroyo’s OBL for the first six months of his presidency before
renaming it to Oplan Bayanihan in January 2011. Learning from
his predecessor’s all-out combat operations, catchphrases such
as “whole of nation”, “people-centered”, and “respect for human
rights” adorned Oplan Bayanihan, supposedly to differentiate
it from the much-hated Oplan Bantay Laya 1 and 2. This kind of
language and the seemingly untarnished image of BS Aquino as a
son of “democracy icons”, initially made Oplan Bayanihan tolerable
to some, but the unmasking of his hypocrisy started even during his
first six months in office.
In Mindanao, where around 60% of AFP troops were deployed,
the killing of the struggling masses continued.
Bullets instead of rice for the poor. Just as BS Aquino’s
term was about to end, the reports came in of the US-BS Aquino
regime’s classic fascist attacks against poor peasants and
indigenous people in the Kidapawan carnage. As early as 2014,
the Philippine weather bureau PAG-ASA warned the public of the
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adverse impact of the El Niño that would affect more than half of
the country. On January 20, 2016, the province of North Cotabato
was placed under a state of calamity because of the drought. By
placing areas officially under a state of calamity, the provincial
government would be allowed to use five percent of its revenue
share or the Internal Revenue Allotment for disaster relief. Reports
had it that most of the measures used to mitigate the drought’s
impact were diverted to the large plantations in the province and
not into farmers’ communities.
The drought only aggravated the dire situation the farmers
were in: El Nino dried up the soil, and destroyed the crops. The
affected communities received minimal assistance from the local
government units and national agencies tasked to mitigate the
impact of the El Niño phenomenon. The farmers knew there was
enough, if not more than enough, funding for the drought victims,
and as food producers, they were entitled to government support.
Coming from six municipalities in North Cotabato – Makilala,
Mlang, Tulunan, Magpet, Roxas, Antipas, Arakan and Kidapawan –
some 6,000 farmers barricaded the Davao-Cotabato highway in
Kidapawan City on March 30, 2015 to demand their calamity food
aid of 15,000 sacks of rice, and the pull-out of military troops that
continued to wreak havoc in their communities despite the hunger
that plagued the people.
The farmers’ three-day protest action ended violently on April
1, 2016 when the Kidapawan police openly fired at the protesters.
The incident left two dead, with 11 injured, and almost 80 persons
illegally arrested and detained.
Those killed were: Enrico Fabligar, a bystander who lived close
to where the violent dispersal happened, and Darwin Sulang, a
farmer-protester who was shot in the head.
Of the wounded farmers, seven were hospitalized. As per the
findings of the National Fact-finding and Humanitarian Mission led
by Karapatan, and based on the gunshot wounds and on the account
of the protesters, the police were more intent on killing the farmers
than de-mobilizing them. For instance, Ronald “Allan” Diampas, a
farmer from Arakan Valley, was shot in the mouth by a policeman
at close range; Antipas farmer Victor Lumundang sustained a bullet
wound in his neck; Mark Anthony Delgado suffered gunshot wounds
in the left leg and was beaten up by the police during the dispersal.
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TABLE 23
July 2010 to June 2016

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY SECTOR
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Church

3

--

Entrepreneur

6

1

Environmentalist

6

--

Fisherfolk

6

--

Government employee

8

--

Indigenous people

96

3

SECTOR

Minor

31

2

Peasant

285

26

Teacher

2

1

Urban poor

13

--

Human rights worker

8

--

Workers

10

--

Youth & students

11

--

Health

1

--

Moro

8

1

Transport

11

1

Many farmers were hauled off and brought to the Kidapawan
Gym during and after the dispersal. In many of the accounts, the
Kidapawan police told the farmers they would be brought home,
only to find themselves brought to and detained at the Kidapawan
Convention Hall or the Kidapawan Gym. A total of 45 men were
detained at the Kidapawan Gym while 29 women and four minors
were detained at the Convention Hall. Among those detained were
three pregnant women and six elderly men and women. Even the
wounded farmers who were brought to the hospitals were also
charged with direct assault.
The farmers were accused of being members of the NPA who had
guns with them – an allegation belied by all the farmer-witnesses
who gave their testimonies. When asked during the Senate inquiry
and in spite of the video footage which showed the scene, North
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Cotabato police chief Alexander Tagum denied that his men shot
at the farmers, and even ridiculously implied that the farmers shot
their fellow farmers.
During the standoff and to cover up the crimes they committed
against the farmers, the authorities shifted the blame to the
protesting farmers and progressive groups, threatened to arrest the
farmers, and even accused protesters of carrying firearms. Liberal
Party presidential candidate Mar Roxas obliquely justified the
killings by saying there were “groups which instigated the farmers
to protest.” This same line was also used by BS Aquino when he
finally spoke of the incident a few days later.
Adding insult to injury, a day after the April 2 carnage, the
Secretary of the DILG Mel Senen Sarmiento, a presidential alter ego,
awarded medals to the police officers who conducted the violent
dispersal, and to Gov. Taliño-Mendoza who reportedly paid off
village officials to mobilize people to prop up the rally set on April
4 in support of the police and local government officials who were
responsible for the violent dispersal.
BS Aquino belittled and blamed the peasant movement. He
refused to recognize that the poor farmers were able to organize
and demand for government subsidy and accountability.
On April 25, at least ninety-four (94) national and local officials,
police and military officers were charged for their involvement
and participation in the various grave human rights violations
committed against the North Cotabato farmers that day in April
2016. Charges of murder, frustrated and attempted murder, torture
and physical injuries, illegal arrest and detention and other civil and
political rights violations were filed by the farmer-complainants,
including families of those who were shot during the dispersal, as
well as the farmers who were illegally arrested and detained by the
Philippine National Police (PNP).
Several other political killings of peasants and indigenous
people in Mindanao were reported during the last six months of the
BS Aquino regime.
On April 24, Datu Arnel Nayer was found dead along the
mountain road from Sitio Kalatingga to Sitio Banban, Brgy. Camamonan, Gigaquit, Surigao del Norte. In November 2015, Datu Arnel’s
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Mamanwa community in Sitio Kalatingga evacuated due to aerial
bombings of the 36th IBPA and other augmentation forces from the
4th IDPA.
There were other senseless killings that happened during the
month of January 2016: on January 11 when Ricky Penaranda, the
president of Fishermen Landless Association of Magum in Mati
City, Davao Oriental was shot dead about 200 meters from the
Mati Police Station; on January 18, Christopher Matibay, a member
of Barug Katawhan was shot dead in broad daylight while in a
waiting shed in Lambajon, Baganga, Davao Oriental; on January 30,
Teresita Navacilla, died after three days in a hospital in Tagum City,
Compostela Valley – Navacilla was shot in the nape on January 27
while tending her store in Purok Bardown, Sitio Gumayam, Brgy.

TABLE 24
July 2010 to June 2016

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY REGION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

3

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

9

--

Cagayan Valley

7

2

REGION

Central Luzon

13

1

National Capital Region

11

--

Southern Tagalog

22

4

Bicol

67

4

Western Visayas

15

4

Central Visayas

7

--

Eastern Visayas

17

2

Northern Mindanao

36

--

Caraga

30

6

Socsksargen

9

2

Western Mindanao

26

1

Southern Mindanao

52

1

ARMM

9

2

333

29

Women

33

--

HR Defenders

139

11

TOTAL
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Kingking, Pantukan, Compostela Valley; on January 5 in Malaybalay
City, BukidnonJover Lumisod died instantly when Bino Dela Mance
with some members of Alamara and Magahat paramilitary groups
and some elements of 8th IBPA shot him with an M203 rifle.
Paramilitary groups in Western Visayas continued
their killing spree. In Brgy. Siol, Leon, Iloilo, a respected
barangay official of the past ten years, Sixto Cangas Calceña, was
killed on January 31, 2016 at his farm where he also resided. In the
Bicol region, a member of the Camarines Sur People’s Organization,
Rolan Casiano, was shot dead while at the wake of a relative on
April 27 in Sta. Cruz, Ragay, Camarines Sur. In order to justify
Casiano’s killing, SolCom Public Information Officer Col. Angelo
Guzman said that Casiano was killed during an encounter with the
NPA and the 49th IBPA. On May 6, 2016, farmer Nelson Erepol was
shot by two unidentified men at his residence in Bentuco, Gubat,
Sorosogon.
Children and minors not spared. There were 31 minors
killed under the BS Aquino administration; three were killed in the
last six months of his term: On January 17, Lumad Alibando Tingkas,
a Grade 3 student at STTICLCI in Talaingod, Davao del Norte was
killed by Joven Salangani, a member of the Alamara paramilitary
group; on March 21 in Cadiz City, Charish Solitario was killed by
soldiers when they fired at the tricycle she and some friends were
riding on as they headed home from attending a barangay fiesta;
Edjan Talian, a six-year-old was killed by soldiers as he went to
fetch water in the early morning of April 27.
Meanwhile, there were those who survived to tell their traumatic
stories, for instance, Arnel Neverio managed to live even after a
bullet went through his skull when he was shot by soldiers of 49th
IBPA on March 19.
Residents of Purok 6A Baroboan, Brgy. Carromata, San Miguel
Surigao del Sur were constantly terrorized by the 2nd Special
Forces Battalion through indiscriminate firing. On various dates in
January, March, and May 2016, villages were subjected to combat
troops in full battle gear aiming their guns at them and then
shooting at their houses or their farm produce. Some suffered
gunshot wounds and war trauma. There were a total of 625 victims
of frustrated killing documented during the BS Aquino regime.
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Political prisoners. At the end of BS Aquino’s term on June 30,
2016, there were 525 documented political prisoners, 307 of whom
were arrested during his presidency. Of this number, there were
117 ailing political prisoners who needed immediate medical care.
On January 8, 2016, NDFP peace consultant Eduardo Serrano,
62, died of myocardial infarction or heart attack. He suffered 11
years of imprisonment for trumped-up charges meant for a certain
“Rogelio Villanueva”. Serrano was rushed to the hospital two weeks
after the Quezon City Regional Trial Court Branch 98 ruled that
he was not Villanueva and that his detention was a “mockery of
justice”. Serrano died at the Philippine Heart Center where he had
undergone angioplasty.
There were at least 11 political prisoners who suffered the same
fate. Aside from Serrano, the following political prisoners died

TABLE 25

Political Prisoners as of June 30, 2016
TOTAL

WOMEN

NDFP
CONSULTANTS

ARRESTED
UNDER
BS AQUINO

Ilocos

1

--

--

1

Cordillera Administrative
Region

6

--

1

5

Cagayan Valley

8

1

--

4

REGION

9

--

1

3

National Capital Region

Central Luzon

212

18

12

61

Southern Tagalog

17

2

--

8

Bicol

34

2

--

31

Western Visayas

9

1

1

8

Central Visayas

2

--

--

2

Eastern Visayas

32

7

2

27

Northern Mindanao

23

1

2

16

Caraga

31

--

--

31

Socsksargen

8

--

--

7

Western Mindanao

10

0

--

10

Southern Mindanao

101

5

3

82

ARMM

21

--

--

10

524

37

22

306

TOTAL

113

while in detention because of the lack of proper medical attention
and inhuman jail conditions: Alison Alcantara and Benny Barid (New
Bilibid Prison), Ester Montes (Eastern Samar), Nenino Cabarles and
Renato Abadiano (Samar Provincial Jail), Crisanto Fat (Bureau of Jail
Management and Penology, Bago City, Negros Occidental), Melchor
Renomeron (Compostela Provincial Rehabilitation Center), Romeo
San Andres (Aurora Provincial Jail), and Gildo Gonzales (Makati City
Jail), and Jose Andaya (Tinangis Penal Farm, Camarines Sur, Bicol).
In his last speech as president, BS Aquino cautioned against oneman rule as he again recalled the sufferings of his father Ninoy as a
political prisoner under the Marcos dictatorship. BS Aquino spoke
in his usual indifference and cluelessness, unmindful of the fact
that eleven detainees had died under his presidency due to lack of
proper medical attention and the tortuous process of getting court
orders to seek proper medical care and hospitalization.
BS Aquino never got it that the existence of political prisoners
was a reflection of the continuing state repression and the
government’s intolerance of and hatred against the legitimate
dissent of persons who took the side of the poor and oppressed, as
in the case of the activists and leaders of progressive organizations
who assisted the Lumad evacuees staying at the UCCP-Haran
Compound in Davao City.
Attacks on activists. Fifteen human rights workers and relief
workers, church people, peasant and IP leaders, and teachers in
Lumad schools were targets of arrest and detention, as warrants of
arrests were issued on trumped-up criminal charges of trafficking
of persons, serious illegal detention, and kidnapping filed against
them by BS Aquino’s military that coerced a number of individuals
to file so-called complaints.
The trumped-up charge was a harassment case against the
Lumad evacuees and their supporters, and to cover up the
continuing military abuses against the evacuees. The Lumad sought
for refuge, in batches, at the UCCP-Haran since the first quarter of
2015 due to military operations and when they were forced to join
the AFP’s paramilitary groups such as the Alamara. The UCCP-Haran
served as the evacuees’ temporary shelter but the threats and
harassment did not stop there, much like in their original homes.
The revival of the case against the supporters of Lumad evacuees
came after the burning of the evacuation center within the church
compound.
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Those charged were collectively known as the Haran 15:
Honey Mae Suazo, Karapatan-Southern Mindanao (SMR) Secretary
General; Rev. Jurie Jaime, Promotion of Church People’s ResponseSMR; Sheena Duazo, Spokesperson, Bayan-SMR; Ryan Lariba,
spokesperson, Bayan SoCSKSarGenDS; Tony Salubre, Kilusang
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas-SMR; Mary Ann Sapar, Gabriela Women’s
Party-SMR; Jaja Necosia, RCPA Productions-Broadcasting; Kerlan
Fanagel, Sr., Secretary general of the Lumad group Pasaka; Sr. Stella
Matutina, Panalipdan-Mindanao; Restita Miles, Rural Missionaries
of the Philippines; Isidro Indao, Spokesperson of Pasaka; Kharlo
Manano, National Secretary General of Salinlahi Alliance for
Children’s Concerns and spokesperson of the Save Our Schools
network; Rius Valle, Children’s Rehabilitation Center-SMR; Jimboy
Marciano, SAMA-AKO-KMU; and Pedro Arnado, Chairperson of
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas-SMR.
Attached to the criminal complaint was a so-called “rogue
gallery” which contained names and photos of 55 other activists.
The “rogue gallery” was created by the AFP Eastern Mindanao
Command. The list was an assortment of names which included
the late labor leader Crispin Beltran and environmentalist Francis
Morales, who have been dead since May 2008 and November
2014, respectively. It also included National Democratic Front
of the Philippines (NDFP) peace negotiations panel adviser Jose
Maria Sison and panel member Juliet de Lima who had been in the
Netherlands since the 1980s.
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In Compostela Valley, trumped-up criminal charges of
kidnapping were also filed against peasant leaders Renante Mantos,
Angelito Chavez, and Allan Montecalvo. Mantos is the chairperson
and spokesperson of Hugpong sa Mag-uuma sa Walog Compostela
(HUMAWAC), while Chavez also a member of HUMAWAC, had
previously experienced harassment by elements from the 71st
IBPA: he was interrogated inside his house and accused of being a
supporter of the NPA. Montecalvo was the spokesperson of Indug
Katawhan (People Rise Up). HUMAWAC and Indug Katawhan had
been vocal in their advocacy against militarization and foreign
large-scale mining in Compostela.
On January 8, 2016, teachers Chrisanto Billote and Renelyn
Sumile were at Brgy. Sto. Nino, Talaingod, Davao del Norte and
on their way to their respective schools in Sitio Dulyan and Sitio
Laslasakan, Brgy. Palma Gil after the Christmas break, when they
noticed Ang-angoy at a distance along the road to Sitio Dulyan.
Afraid of his threats, the teachers avoided him and decided to take
another route for safety.
STTICLCI teachers and their principal, Ronie Garcia, along with
the Save Our Schools Network, filed a formal complaint/blotter of
these incidents of grave threat, at the Philippine National Police
(PNP) in Talaingod on January 19, 2016. The case was also filed at
the Brgy. Palma Gil council. The STTICLCI is a community-based
school built through the combined efforts of tribal leaders and the
RMP in 1997.
In Surigao del Sur, even after the horrifying murders that were
committed in their campus, continued harassment with ridiculous
charges of child trafficking and child abuse were perpetrated on the
teachers of the self–help schools ALCADEV and TRIFPSS, including
community leaders and members of Malahutayong Pakigbisog
Alang sa Sumusunod (MAPASU).
Other forms of threats and persecution continued, most
especially by paramilitary groups against teachers in self-help
schools for Lumad children. The teachers and leaders said the false
charges against them were harassment suits meant to discourage
them from pursuing their campaign to defend their ancestral land,
culture and the tradition of the Manobos.
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What the BS Aquino presidency was all about. On June
30, 2016, Benigno Simeon Aquino III, the 15th president of the
Government of the Philippines, stepped down from Malacañang.
Plagued with cases of bureaucratic corruption, criminal negligence,
inept leadership, and a sell-out of the nation’s patrimony and
sovereignty, the BS Aquino presidency also left behind an atrocious
record of human rights violations.
BS Aquino’s regime bred enormous and appalling corruption
in government for the congressional and presidential pork barrel
that was used to oil its killing machine. It spent billions of pesos to
fund paramilitary groups, and engage in psy-war projects such as
the PAMANA and the Conditional Cash Transfer program in a bid to
coopt and silence the people.
Desensitized by his own class interests and that of his
imperialist masters, BS Aquino failed miserably in uplifting the
lives of the poor majority of the people, pushing them deeper into
abject poverty. He would be remembered for the unending price
hike of basic commodities, for his criminal neglect of the victims of
typhoons Pablo and Yolanda; for the ghastly record of human rights
violations that his Oplan Bayanihan wrought in the countryside
amongst indigenous people, poor peasants and workers.
One of the worse crimes the BS Aquino government committed
against the Filipino people was its negligence of the plight of
the poor majority who were victims of super typhoons that hit
the country. His government was not only inept in preparing for
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the disastrous effects of natural calamities but also in attending
to the needs of the victims—from relief to rehabilitation. His
government preferred to allow the relief goods to rot instead of
being distributed to the victims in far-flung areas. The relief goods
were used as leverage to gain further political patronage and as a
source of corruption while rehabilitation came in slow, leaving the
victims fending for themselves. Worse, his government punished
those who survived and who asserted their rights to access relief
and rehabilitation support from the government. Karapatan
documented five incidents of extrajudicial killings involving leaders
of people’s organizations working for the relief and rehabilitation
of typhoon devastated areas, specifically those affected by
typhoons Pablo and Yolanda.
The Filipino people saw a callous unrepentant president and
commander-in-chief who led his forces to death as a result of an illplanned and US-directed Mamasapano operations. Then, he washed
his hands of the responsibility and resorted to the blame-game. But
for an American soldier Joseph Scott Pemberton who murdered a
transgender whom he dated, BS Aquino would be accommodating
and subservient to the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) and the
EDCA which he signed without the Senate ratifying the so-called
treaty.
US-BS Aquino regime was, furthermore, a saboteur of and
a double-crosser in the peace negotiations between the GPH
and the NDFP – his government blatantly violated the terms of
signed agreements between the two parties by arresting peace
consultants, and charging them with criminal offenses. He was
contemptuous of the ways of finding solutions through the peace
process by refusing to look into the roots of the armed conflict in
the country.
Landlessness continued as epitomized by the situation of the
farm-workers in the Cojuangco-Aquino owned Hacienda Luisita.
Despite the SC decision of distributing the hacienda lands to the
farmers, BS Aquino’s family had continued to circumvent the ruling
through a stock certificate scheme, through unending delaying
tactics in the implementation of the SC’s ruling, and attacks against
the farmers and farm workers carried out by the Cojuangco-Aquino
clan’s security guards.
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Meanwhile, urban poor dwellers, like those in San Roque in
Quezon City, were driven out of the city’s public places to some
remote resettlement sites without sources of livelihood, so that

Violation of Civil and Political Rights
under the BS Aquino Government

TABLE 26

July 2010 to June 2016
VIOLATIONS

NO. OF VICTIMS
Extrajudicial killing

333

Enforced disappearance

29

Torture

248

Rape

12

Frustrated extrajudicial killing

625

Illegal arrest without detention

1,177

Illegal arrest and detention

640

Illegal search and seizure

296

Physical assault and injury

581

Forced eviction and demolition

11,768

Violation of domicile

1,172

Divestment of property

849

Destruction of property

4,253

Forced evacuation

108,738

Threat/harassment/intimidation

209,768

Endangerment of, Threat against Civilians due to
Indiscriminate Firing, Bombing, Artillery Fire, Landmines, etc

92,786

Forced/fake surrender

330

Forced labor/involuntary servitude

126

Use of civilians in police and/or military operations
as guides and/or shield

1,840

Use of schools, medical, religious
and other public places for military purpose

82,123

Restriction or violent dispersal of mass actions,
public assemblies and gatherings

24,699

high rise condominiums, business centers, malls and other projects
under the PPP would be built for the rich and privileged.
Indigenous people were displaced from their ancestral lands
as they were made targets of the BS Aquino regime’s counterinsurgency program that gave way to government-sponsored
transnational and multinational mining corporations, agri-business
and other so-called development projects that catered to the needs
of foreign monopoly capital.
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TABLE 27
July 2010 to June 2016

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
and Enforced Disappearance
under the BS Aquino Government
BY REGION
EXTRAJUDICIAL
KILLING

ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

Ilocos

3

--

Cordillera Administrative Region

9

--

Cagayan Valley

7

2

Central Luzon

13

1

National Capital Region

11

--

Southern Tagalog

22

4

REGION

Bicol

67

4

Western Visayas

15

4

Central Visayas

7

--

Eastern Visayas

17

2

Northern Mindanao

36

--

Caraga

30

6

Socsksargen

9

2

Western Mindanao

26

1

Southern Mindanao

52

1

ARMM

9

2

333

29

Women

33

0

HR Defenders

139

11

TOTAL

Also underscored was government neglect of overseas Filipino
workers as exemplified in the case of Mary Jane Veloso, who almost
lost her life from capital punishment in Indonesia had the Filipino
people and the solidarity groups in Indonesia not interfered and
took up her cause. Workers who died in a fire at the Kentex factory
showed how the BS Aquino regime was more concerned with the
profits of capitalists than with the right of workers to safe working
conditions.
As his term ended, BS Aquino would also be remembered for
his mockery of the poor by hosting an extravagant APEC leaders’
meeting using a huge number of state forces as security to prevent
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the Filipino people from showing the real situation in the country.
He even hid the beggars and street-dwellers from view of the
international delegates and media by temporarily carting them
away to some resorts and orphanages. During the Papal visit in the
country, the poor or the so-called favored flock, were also hidden
from the Pope. He would be remembered for the travails of the
urban working classes in those kilometric queues at the MRT/LRT
stations only to crash at track’s end; and for the “parking lot” that
was EDSA depicting the worst traffic situation in the world.
In his inaugural speech on June 30, 2010, BS Aquino said, “There
can be no reconciliation without justice. When we allow crimes to
go unpunished, we give content to their occurring over and over
again.”
Yet, all through his six years as president, atrocities were
committed by the AFP against the people “over and over again”
under Oplan Bayanihan, without let-up, and with gross brazenness,
ferocity and impunity. Sadly, the onslaught became predictable.
From Aquino’s fifth day in power, when Fernando Baldomero fell,
the victims of political killings rose to 333.
No one had been convicted and brought to justice during the BS
Aquino presidency.

TABLE 28
July 2010 to June 2016

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing
under the BS Aquino Government
BY YEAR
YEAR

2010
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

7
2
11
4
9
8

TOTAL

41

2011
3
10
6
5
2
2
2
3
6
2

2013
1
3
2
1
10

1

2012
2
9
2
2
3
2
7
8
8
9
5
1

1
2
5
4
3
6

2014
4
7
13
1
6
5
4
6
3
10
1
4

2015
2
1
13
5
10
1
5
15
11
3

42

58

38

64

67

2016
7
3
2
6
3
2

1
23
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BS Aquino would always be remembered for the gross violations
of human rights, for the 17 incidents of massacre under his regime,
all committed with impunity. While the Maguindanao massacre
was committed during the Arroyo regime, it would continue to be
the symbol of how unjust the justice system was in the country
and how those in power made a travesty of it. BS Aquino would be
remembered for his benevolence to the accused implementors of
human rights violations by rewarding them with higher ranks and
positions while the victims unceasingly cry for justice in unending
trials.
Jonas Burgos and the Morong 43 cases against Generals Eduardo
Año and Aurelio Baladad are still pending in the courts, while both
Año and Baladad are enjoying their promotion and better lives in
their retirement.
Former General “The Butcher” Jovito Palparan, who is on trial for
kidnapping of two missing UP students Sherlyn Cadapan and Karen
Empeño, remains in his army barracks, well-guarded and protected
in contrast to his victims. The Reyes brothers Joel and Mario, both
detained for the murder of broadcaster and environmentalist Dr.
Gerry Ortega were even allowed to seek government posts in
Palawan in the 2016 elections.
An anti-enforced disappearance law was finally enacted after
years of arduous lobbying by the relatives of the victims and the
people’s movement. But, not only did the Aquino government fail to
implement the law, it continued to disregard it as cases of enforced
disappearances persisted.
In the case of the law on the recognition and indemnification of
martial law victims, the beneficiaries, old and dying, still await the
realization of their laborious efforts for the full implementation of
the law. Justice was indeed so elusive in the time of BS Aquino.
Only in addressing the roots of poverty and oppression will
change be able to have a chance.
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End note to the BS Aquino presidency
BS Aquino’s “icon of democracy” public relations packaging
which capitalized on his parents’ legacy ran dry due to the human
rights and people’s rights violations perpetrated by the his
administration under the Oplan Bayanihan. The so-called yellow
magic dissipated. What was left were the tracks in his “daang
matuwid” – the bloodied tracks of the Filipinos killed, injured,
jailed, died of criminal negligence, poverty, and all other sufferings.
BS Aquino’s “daang matuwid” that embraced Oplan Bayanihan
merely perpetuated the same social structures that cause
oppression and exploitation, and specifically the brutal violation of
people’s rights.
And, while the same social structures that cause these forms of
oppression and exploitation exist, and with the same machinery
that violate the rights of the people still intact with continued US
interventionism, change as promised by those who come after BS
Aquino will have numerous and difficult hurdles on their way. Once
again, the lesson learned is that it is only through the people’s
movement that real, substantial and comprehensive change will be
realized.
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ACRONYMS
AFP
Albidec
ALCADEV
Ambala
AMGL
ASEAN
BALSA
BJMP
BS
CA
CARHRIHL
CAFGU
CHR
CIDG
CorDis-RDS
CPLA
CPP
CPP-NPA-NDFP
DAP
DepEd
DILG
DMCI
DOJ
DSWD
EDCA
GAA
GRP/GPH
GNP
HUMAWAC
IB
IBPA
ICRC
ICCPR
IDPA
IHL
ISAFP
JASIG
KASALO-CARAGA
KASAKA
Kalahi-CIDSS
KITACOM
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Armed Forces of the Philippines
Alyansa ng mga Biktima ng Demolisyon sa Calangahan
Alternative Learning for Community and Agricultural Development, Inc.
Alyansa ng Manggagawa sa Asyenda Luisita
Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Bayanihan Alay sa Sambayanan
Bureau of Jail Management and Penology
Benigno Simeon (Aquino)
Court of Appeals
Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law
Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Units
Commission on Human Rights
Criminal Investigation and Detection Group
Cordillera Disaster Response and Development Services
Cordillera People’s Liberation Army
Communist Party of the Philippines
Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army-National Democratic Front of the
Philippines
Disbursement Acceleration Program
Department of Education
Department of Interior and Local Government
David M. Consunji, Inc.
Department of Justice
Department of Social Welfare and Development
Enhanced Defence Cooperation Agreement
General Appropriations Act
Government of the Republic of the Philippines
Gross National Product
Hugpong sa Mag-uuma sa Walog Compostela
Infantry Battalion
Infantry Battalion, Philippine Army
International Committee of the Red Cross
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
Infantry Division, Philippine Army
International Humanitarian Law
Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees
Kahugpungan sa mga Lumadnong Organisasyon sa Caraga
Kahugpungan Alang sa Kalambuan
Kapit-Bisig Laban sa Kahirapan-Comprehensive and Integrated Delivery of Social Services
Kiblawan,Tampakan, Columbio and Malungon

KMP
LGU
LRT-MRT
MILF
MNLF
NADESCOM
NCIP
NDFP
NIPAR
NPA
NUJP
NUPL
NXPSCI
OFW
OPAPP
OpBay
PDAF
PDTs
PDOT
PH
PIME
PNP
PP
PPP
RMP
RPA-ABB
SBPM
SFIM
SICA
SMI
SMR
SoCSKSarGenDS
SOLCOM
SONA
SOS
STTICLC
SWAT
TCJ
TRIFPSS
TTIFA
UCCP
UN
UNICEF
UPR
VFA

Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (Peasant Movement of the Philippines)
Local Government Unit
Light Rail Transit - Metro Rail Transit
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
Moro National Liberation Front
National Development Support Command
National Commission on Indigenous people
National Democratic Front of the Philippines
New Indigenous People’s Army Reform
New People’s Army
National Union of Journalists in the Philippines
National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers
NXP Semiconductors Cabuyao, Incorporated
Overseas Filipino Worker
Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process
Oplan Bayanihan
Priority Development Assistance Fund
Peace and Development Teams
Peace and Development Organizing Teams
Philippines
Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions
Philippine National Police
Political Prisoner
Public-Private Partnership
Rural Missionaries of the Philippines
Revolutionary Proletarian Army-Alex Bongcayao Brigade
Save Bondoc Peninsula Movement
Save Freedom Island Movement
Special Intensive Care Area
Sagittarius Mines Inc.
Southern Mindanao Region
South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Saranggani, General Santos, Davao del Sur
Southern Luzon Command
State of the Nation Address
Save Our Schools
Salupungan Ta Tanu Igkanugon Community Learning Center
Special Weapons and Tactics
Taguig City Jail
Tribal Filipino Program of Surigao del Sur
Trinidad-Talibon Integrated Farmers Association
United Church of Christ in the Philippines
United Nations
United Nations Children’s Fund
Universal Periodic Review
Visiting Forces Agreement
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www.karapatan.org
2/F Erythrina Building, #1 Maaralin corner Matatag Sts.,
Central District, 1100 Quezon City, Philippines
(+632) 4354146 | publicinfo@karapatan.org
www.facebook.com/Karapatan
www.facebook.com/karapatan.public.info
@karapatan
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