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11 July 2024

Atty. Richard Palpal-latoc
Chairperson
Commission on Human Rights

Dear Chairperson Palpac-latoc,

On behalf of former political prisoners from the Samahan ng Ex-detainees
Laban sa Detensyon at Aresto (SELDA), we thank the Commission on
Human Rights in supporting the call to expedite the release of Gerardo
“Gerry” Dela Pefia. Since his release on June 30, Tatay Gerry has been
with his family.

But as human rights group Karapatan has pointed out, there are 754
more political prisoners in the country, as of June 30 of this year.

Many of these individuals, who have been actively engaged in various
forms of advocacy and community service, are facing critical health and
human rights issues that require urgent attention. Ninety (90) older
persons among them and 102 are sick with various ailments.
Moreover, at least 32 are detained on trumped up charges of violations
under Republic Act No. 11479 or the Anti-Terrorism Act and Republic
Act No. 10168 or the Terrorism Financing Prevention and Suppression
Act, together with other criminal offenses.

Among these cases are that of:

1. Ernesto Jude Rimando, 58, is a researcher on labor concerns in the
Visayas for more than 20 years. He was arrested on January 6, 2021 on
trumped up charges of illegal possession of firearms and explosives, based
on evidence that Rimando asserts are planted. This was reaffirmed when
the Quezon City court dismissed these charges. However, there are other
charges against Rimando in courts in the Visayas. Rimando is suffering
from an advanced stage liver cancer. His condition now necessitates
comprehensive palliative medical care and he is currently confined at the
Philippine General Hospital. His lawyer petitioned the court to release him
on recognizance on humanitarian grounds so he can spend the remaining
days of his life with his family.

2. Rosita Solayao Taboy, 79 years old and a retired peasant organizer,
was arbitrarily arrested together with her 73-year old husband Antonio
Legaspi on May 26, 2023 on trumped up charges of illegal possession of
firearms and explosives in San Jose del Monte, Bulacan. Legaspi died
after a fatal heart attack in detention on April 19 this year. Other fabricated
charges against Taboy in Eastern Visayas have been dismissed, and the
only remaining case against her is in the Bulacan court. With Dela Pefa’s
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release, Taboy is now the oldest political prisoner, suffering from diabetes,
kidney disease and glaucoma. She is currently detained at BJMP-
Catbalogan.

3. Maritess Coseiias, 49 years old and a peasant organizer and member of
Gabriela in Northern Samar. Cosefias was arrested on 27 January 2009 at
Brgy. Urdaneta, Lavezares, Northern Samar on trumped up charges of
double murder which was issued on May 30, 2003. She was detained at
Northern Samar Provincial Jail. On 31 March 20135, presiding judge of
RTC Br.19, Catarman, Northern Samar convicted her for double murder
and was sentenced to reclusion perpetua. In April 2016, she was
transferred to Correctional Institution for Women. In 2016, she was
diagnosed with osteoarthritis. In 2024, Cosefias was diagnosed with breast
cancer.

4. Miguela Peniero, 56, and youth volunteer Rowena Dasig were arrested
by members of the 85th Infantry Battalion in purok Banaba, barangay
Caridad Ibaba, Atimonan. Peniero and Dasig were studying the potential
impacts of the proposed combined cycle gas turbine power project and
liquefied natural gas terminal plant to be operated by Atimonan One
Energy, Inc. (A1E) on coconut farmers and fisherfolk communities. They
were initially faced trumped up charges of illegal possession of firearms
and explosives, but later on, Peniero was surprised to learn that charges
under Republic Act No. 11479 or the Anti-Terrorism Act were also filed
against her. She is currently detained at Calamba City Jail

Female Dormitory.

5. Aldeem Yaiiez, 47-year old volunteer staff of the Iglesia Filipina
Independiente at their Visayas-Mindanao Regional Office for
Development, was arbitrarily arrested on April 10, 2022, in his family
residence in Cagayan de Oro City, with the police and military personnel
barging in their house invoking a highly questionable search warrant.
Facing trumped up charges of illegal possession of firearms and
explosives, Yafiez asserts that the so-called ammunitions and guns
supposedly found in their home are planted. Later, in August 2022, Yanez,
together with fifteen other human rights defenders, was indicted under
Section 8 of RA 10168 for allegedly making available funds or property to
persons declared of designated as.’terrorists’, referring to unidentified
members of the Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army
(CPP-NPA). Yaiiez remains detained at Cagayan de Oro Provincial Jail.

6. Journalist Frenchie Mae Cumpio and humanitarian worker Marielle
Domequil were arrested on February 7, 2020, during a series of police
raids in Tacloban City and charged with trumped-up cases of illegal
possession of firearms and explosives. In addition, the two young women
face trumped up charges under RA 10168, after the police alleged that the
funds for relief aid found in the house where the two were arrested were
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meant for the New People’s Army. Cumpio and Domequil vehemently
denies this and asserts that the supposed pieces of evidence used against
them were planted to justify their arrest. They are currently detained at
Palo City Jail, with Karapatan National Council member

Alexander Philip Abinguna, who was also arbitrarily arrested and
detained.

Given the grave health conditions of Rimando, Taboy and Cosefias, as well
as the increasing use of “counter-terrorism” laws against activists like
Peniero, Yaiez, Cumpio and Domequil, we respectfully request that the
Commission on Human Rights monitor their cases closely and advocate
for their immediate release. Ensuring the sick political prisoners’ access to
necessary medical care is paramount.

Thank you for your attention on this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

Danilo dela Fuente
Vice Chairperson
SELDA

Bonifacio Ilagan
Spokesperson
SELDA



