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DUTERTE’S BLUEPRINT 
FOR A DICTATORSHIP 

2018:

2018 was the year of incessant aggression by the opportunists and 
militarists in government in satisfying their avarice and pushing 
their anti-people and subservient-to-US agenda but were matched 
with the people’s determined resistance to frustrate these vultures 
and mad dogs of President Rodrigo R. Duterte. 

The dictatorship championed by Duterte and his lackeys is 
already here, maneuvered in by a string of repressive policies and 
campaigns rolled out in installments. At this point, there is no 
question that this treacherous regime will shove charter change 
down the Filipino people’s throats and what’s left for Duterte to 
complete this constitutional change is how best to deceive the 
public about it. The dictator’s playbook has been set into motion, 
outlined by classic worn-out moves comprised of “red scare” and 
destabilization plots, further enriched by mounting militarist 
campaigns, murder and rights violations, and other myriad forms 
of injustice. 
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As fascism presents itself in a clearer tyrannical form, past victories 
indicating a step forward for people’s rights have been overturned. 
Indeed, under the Duterte regime, the country is experiencing a 
freezing weather for human rights. There is a trigger happy amoral 
President, capable of making it rain bullets and bombs across the 
country. A dictatorship is here in shadowy form, led by a tyrannical 
but posing as a populist leader who, at the end of the day covetously 
seeks to preserve all that is rotting in the country’s political and 
economic system for his own purposes. 

The year 2018 was Duterte’s kickoff for laying down the foundation 
for and engineering a dictatorship amid a mounting people’s protest 
movement against the attacks on individuals and communities. 

Faces of Duterte. Artwork and photo by Ugat Lahi
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The Duterte regime’s fetish for federalism did not die out simply 
because Mocha Uson and another attention-seeking blogger chose 
to incorporate it into a jingle, laced with lascivious undertones. 
Charter change is still Duterte’s agenda, and so it is the agenda of 
his Congress and his Supreme Court crowded with his very own 
flunkeys and loyal servants. 

As if Cha-Cha would magically rid the country of all its problems, 
its proponents have been dancing to its tune – sometimes in full 
blast, oftentimes in lowered volume – in another attempt to lay 
the foundations for a looming dictatorship. The Proposed Federal 
Constitution and the Resolution of Both Houses No. 8 (RBH 8) of 
Partido Demokratiko ng Pilipinas-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-Laban) 
would provide tremendous powers to the executive in its transitory 
provisions – and as penned by that weasel House Speaker Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo, these were trumped by the aggressiveness of 
RBH 15 on perpetuating themselves in power, and moved to lift 
term limits for legislators, aside from other dangerous and self-
serving provisions. Furthermore, it had been railroaded in the 
House of Representatives and already slated for its 3rd and final 
reading in the first quarter of 2019. 

Step 1: 
Stir a constricting blend 
of Martial Law and                       
de facto Martial Law
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Cha-Cha (Charter Change) is alive and thriving, polluting the 
country with its foul stench of dictatorship, term extensions, no 
elections, and shameless puppetry to foreign powers.

While the government is busying itself with providing the legal 
trimmings for its dictatorial ambitions, a hail of repressive policies 
is already storming down on the Filipino people. Martial law in 
Mindanao has been extended until December 2019, ensuring the 
continued deployment of combat battalions settling in indigenous 
and peasant communities. More than a year later, Marawi is 
still in ruins, ready to be auctioned to the highest bidder among 
corporations and tycoons while its residents persist to regain their 
homes and livelihood. 

The government says it needs martial law for public safety, yet at 
the same breath, it insists that the public is already safe. This flawed, 
convoluted logic has rendered the extreme measure of martial law 
to be deemed a normal need in Mindanao, wheeled out without 
the basis mandated for in the Constitution, and maintained only 
for the benefit of Duterte, his cohorts, his bloodthirsty security 
forces, and his favored corporate businesses that are draining 
Mindanao’s resources. 

Marawi evacuees protest military camps and continuing human rights violations. Photo from 
Tindeg Ranao
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In an attempt to curb vigorous opposition from an exhausted 
populace who had undergone decades of exploitation and 
repression under Marcos’ military rule, the Duterte government 
revised its strategy and resorted to a de facto martial law outside of 
Mindanao. He did not waste time in providing a preview of what is 
to come. On November 22, 2018, Duterte released Memorandum 
Order No. 32, series of 2018, which reinforced the state of national 
emergency guidelines in Samar, Negros Oriental and Occidental, 
and Bicol, on account of alleged lawless violence. The memorandum 
mandated the deployment of more combat troops to these regions, 
exacerbating State terrorism in these areas. 

The Duterte regime has a malicious aptitude at providing 
vague justifications to pass extreme measures in violation of the 
Constitution that defines such measures to be intended only for 
specific and exceptional circumstances. These violative measures 
are made possible by his supermajority of slaves in Congress, a 
militarist-dominated Cabinet, and a subservient Supreme Court.

 Memorandum No. 32 is another bullet in the government’s 
arsenal of repressive policies, another fascist supplementary tool 
to Oplan Kapayapaan, the regime’s counterinsurgency program. 
Included in Duterte’s list of anti-people policies are the Inter-
Agency Committee on Legal Action (IACLA), the National 
ID System, the drug war campaign, and the Human Security 
Act (HSA) of 2007 and its proposed amendments. IACLA has 
been instrumental in intensifying the regime’s legal offensive on 
activists and political dissenters by slapping them with trumped-
up charges; the National ID system remains a dangerous tool for 
surveillance and harassment in the hands of Duterte’s state forces; 
the drug war has killed and jailed thousands of poor Filipinos who 
have been outrightly denied their right to due process; and the 
modifications to the HSA will aggravate the blanket labeling of 
rights defenders and organizations as terrorists, and pave the way 
to a spectrum of violations that will now be considered legal if the 
amendments are passed. In sum, these allow Duterte’s state forces 
to operate with heightened and unrestrained powers. 
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Step 2: 
Weaponize the bureaucracy, 
litter government with           
ex-generals and militarists

Step 1 needs a solid, militarist bureaucracy, hence, it must be 
augmented with more soldiers. Militarization of the bureaucracy 
has now been bolstered with a third of the President’s cabinet 
members being ex-military officers – a significant number of them 
are former Chiefs-of-Staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP). Generals under then President Gloria Arroyo have also 
risen to key positions resulting in a dangerous grip where civilian 
operations are insidiously used for repression in full-throttle.

Key departments are now headed by ex-military officers. At the 
start of 2018, former AFP Chief Eduardo Año was appointed as 
the head of the Department of Interior and Local Government 
(DILG). Other former AFP chiefs Rolando Bautista, Roy Cimatu, 
and Ricardo Visaya were placed as heads of the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), and National 
Irrigation Administration (NIA), respectively. Still unsatisfied 
with this roster, Duterte recently added Carlito Galvez Jr., former 
AFP chief, as head of the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the 
Peace Process (OPAPP).



Duterte is forgiving of the blunders 
of his friends who allowed the entry 
of tons of illegal drugs in the country. 
Isidro Lapeña, former Davao City 
police chief, was absolved of any 
accountability even after PhP 6.8 billion 
worth of illegal drugs slipped past 
customs under his watch in 2017. He 
is now sitting comfortably as director-
general of the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority.  
Another Bureau of Customs (BOC) 
head who was involved in the shipment 
of PhP 11 billion worth of drugs in 
2018 is now enjoying the position 
as Bureau of Corrections Director-
General. Other old compañeros from 
Davao, including former Davao police 
chief Catalino Cuy, former Task 
Force Davao commander Eduardo 
del Rosario, and former Davao police 
chief Jaime Morente are now sitting 
as Dangerous Drugs Board Chairman, 
Housing and Urban Development 
Coordinating Council (HUDCC) 
Chairman, and Bureau of Immigration 
Commissioner, respectively. The list 
goes on, to a total of 43 former police 
and military officials manning various 
positions in the Cabinet. The only 
“credential” that these bloodthirsty 
hounds have in relation to their 
position is their close proximity to 
Duterte. Ergo, they are chosen solely 
to weaponize the bureaucracy, blurring 
the lines between military and civilian 
functions, and cementing the ground 
for the dictatorship. 
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Step 3: 
Presidential annointment 
for the most vile,                 
and witch-hunt
of those critical 

Among the formula in the dictator’s manual is the merging of 
allies while simultaneously demonizing the opposition. Duterte’s 
tyrannical government has gone into great lengths to close its grip 
on both the legislative and judicial branches. In 2018, Duterte 
resuscitated his clique composed of the most rancid-smelling 
names in the arena of politics – Arroyo and the Marcoses, to name 
a few. The Duterte regime is brutal to the poor, the powerless, 
and those critical to its policies, but is benevolent to corrupt and 
murderous criminals who have committed widespread crimes 
against Filipinos.

Gloria Arroyo, a pest that refuses to die out, is much like a fungal 
infection that returns after it has been expelled. Arroyo has outdone 
herself, fortifying yet again her influence and finally wriggling her 
way to become the new House Speaker in July 2018. This pork 
barrel architect redefines shamelessness, a word that is synonymous 
to an evil weed that the President so graciously fertilized. Now, 
pork insertions are being investigated in the national budget as 
politicians allied with Arroyo celebrate the comeback of the 
kings and queens of nepotism, ready to make money rain for the 
sycophants bending their knees. 
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Imelda Marcos, who has been convicted of graft by the 
Sandiganbayan in November 2018, smoothly evaded jail using her 
age and connections as patronage tickets, proving that closeness 
to Duterte, the patron saint of plundering criminals, was a reliable 
method to escape accountability. Imelda was granted bail the size 
of which was a tiny speck in that vile family’s stolen billions. 

Adding to this incredible list of plunderers pardoned by Duterte, 
their patron saint, Ramon Revilla Jr. was acquitted of plunder 
by the Sandiganbayan in December 2018 but was ordered to 
return the PhP 124.5M from the pork barrel scam channeled to 
his accounts. While lawyers were busying themselves with their 
own interpretation of the Sandiganbayan decision, Revilla wasted 
no time in thanking his patron, imbibing the persona of the 
bootlicking Dutertard; he even immediately ordered the printing 
of tarpaulins for his upcoming candidacy in the 2019 elections. 
These repulsive politicians are living proof that court decisions are 
easily rendered irrelevant so long as Duterte’s blessing of impunity 
is upon them. Of course, 
the patron saint expects 
this favor to be returned 
when the time comes, 
and when it does, these 
criminals will have to be 
in key positions so they 
can hold their end of the 
bargain. Thus, the 2019 
elections come into play.

Public funds are being blatantly used to fund the electoral campaign 
of the Duterte regime’s favored few. Much to the dismay of the 
Filipino people, public places are, for instance, being crammed 
with the face of “Kuya Bong Go,” a name that amounts to nothing 
unless pitifully latched to “Tatay Digong.” Bong Go, a hollow 
vessel who cannot think, act nor win on his own merit, aims to 
take a senatorial seat while clinging to Duterte like a leech. He 
desperately needs the blessing and the name of his master to be 
recognized and given some attention. Imee Marcos, on the other 

M
ark Suva
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hand, has latched on to a different Duterte – current Davao City 
mayor, Sara Duterte, who harbors aspirations to national power to 
keep the Duterte political power protected and sustained. 

Regardless, the thieves and butchers have banded together for the 
upcoming elections, exchanging favors and damning the public by 
brazenly spending development funds from the people’s coffers. 
Others like former Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque was 
not as lucky, having been relegated into the background after his 
usefulness was expended and then abandoned like a used rag. 

In stark contrast to this atmosphere of servile flattery, the Duterte 
regime’s vindictiveness hounded the opposition to no end. Duterte 
was relentless in its persecution of those deemed as critics, including 
media outfits which had boldly exposed rights abuses on the 
ground. The start of January 2018 had the government training its 
eyes on Rappler, an online media outfit that had published articles 
criticizing the regime’s war on drugs. The government moved to 
revoke Rappler’s certificate of incorporation and registration, and 
even actively denied access to many of its reporters during press 
conferences in Malacañang.  Throughout the year, this vengeful 
meanness spilled over to other alternative media outfits such 
as Kodao, Bulatlat, and Pinoy Media Center, as they reported 
shutdowns due to outside attacks targeting their websites. 

The removal of Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno in the Supreme 
Court was perhaps one of the strongest indications of how far 
Duterte’s muscle-flexing malice can go. Duterte’s camp had labored 
tirelessly from impeachment proceedings to quo warranto to have 
Sereno ousted from her position. In May 2018, they succeeded 
in filling the highest court of the land with Duterte’s allies. This 

De Lima, Serono, Resa



112018 Karapatan Year-End Report on the Human Rights Situation in the Philippines

would have dangerous and far-reaching implications, particularly 
for the Court’s ratification of controversial and repressive policies. 
Sereno was replaced by Teresita de Castro, who was later replaced 
by Lucas Bersamin in November 2018. Both De Castro’s and 
Bersamin’s records show their penchant for riding Duterte’s 
bandwagon. Their loyalty was cemented with the smooth passage 
of another martial law extension in Mindanao, despite the lack of 
grounds as required by the Constitution.  

Other known members of the opposition were also at the forefront 
of Duterte’s malevolence. On July 11, 2018, four former Makabayan 
bloc representatives who were charged with a trumped-up murder 
case under the Arroyo regime suddenly found themselves with 
a warrant of arrest. Resurrected by the Regional Trial Court 
(RTC) Branch 40 in Palayan City were the 2008 murder charges 
against former head Commissioner of the National Anti-Poverty 
Commission (NAPC) and former Gabriela Women’s Party 
representative Liza Maza, former Bayan Muna representatives 
Satur Ocampo and Teddy Casiño, and former Anakpawis 
representative and Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) 
Secretary Rafael Mariano. However, the ill-intent of reviving a 10-
year old case to politically persecute the opposition did not come 
into fruition as the fabricated case was subsequently dismissed in 
August 2018. The intensified harassment of progressive leaders is 
one of the highlights of Duterte’s fascism, spitefully shoved further 
by rampant vilification, red-tagging and the implementation of 
IACLA that has already jailed scores on trumped-up charges since 
its implementation.

(L to R)Lawyers Neri Colmenares and Rachel Pastores with former Makabayan bloc representatives Casiño, 
Ocampo, Maza and Mariano. Photo by Raymund Villanueva/Kodao
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Step 4: 
Conjure a straw man      
out of indigestible jokes, 
thence, resort to bullying

DC Comics’ Joker was a criminal mastermind, a classic psychopath 
of a villain with a twisted sense of justice and perverted, cruel 
humor. The Philippines is haunted by the same specter of a 
sadistic clown who chews on the lives and miseries of the poor and 
spews venomous pronouncements with dangerous implications 
on the ground. Duterte’s antics serve as a diversion from the 
repressive legislation being passed without proper scrutiny, and to 
divert people noticing the spectre of the fascist character of his 
governance. Moreover, for many Filipinos everywhere, there is a 
reflection that Duterte has stripped the dignity of the Philippine 
Presidency because of his foul language and dirty humor in public 
as he struts around military camps to elicit laughter from his like-
minded, fascist buffoons. 

From Duterte’s marijuana joke, his “kill bishops” remark, his 
confessions of sexually assaulting his family’s maid when he 
was a teenager, his admission of having killed people, his “shoot 
their vagina” statement referring to female combatants, and his 
justification of rape cases in Davao as a result of having beautiful 
women -- all these were perfectly timed to cloud the despicable 
acts of his government like the passing of repressive legislation, as 
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well as, to detract attention from the pungent odor of more killings 
and rights violations on the ground. 

The bullying and harassment 
of other political forces have 
also become Duterte’s area 
of expertise – it was not 
difficult for him to transition 
from a misogynistic and 
blabbering jester into a 
malice-ridden bully who 
spat venomous words that 
have dangerous implications 
on the ground. Confronting 
the church, Duterte hurled 
accusations and spouted 
threats for the murder 
of bishops, following the 
successive killings of priests. 
These would include Fr. 
Mark Ventura who was 
killed on April 29, 2018 
in Gattaran, Cagayan and 
Fr. Richmond Nilo of the 
Diocese in Cabanatuan on 
June 10. 

The regime’s bloodlust is particularly at its boiling capacity when 
it comes to foreign missionaries and rights defenders. A case in 
point is that of  Sr. Patricia Fox, 71, an Australian missionary 
who had been in the country since 1990, who was forced out of 
the country after a bitter battle with the Bureau of Immigration 
(BI). Her ordeal started on April 16, 2018, when BI personnel, 
on accusations that she had joined “political activities,” illegally 
arrested her in her Quezon City home. Sr. Fox left the country 
in November 2018, adamant in her determination to fight in 
solidarity with the Filipino people.  Missionaries of the United 
Methodist Church were also targeted by the BI, their names were 

Slain priests: Fr. Ventura (top) and Fr. Nilo (bottom)
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included in the immigration watchlist of 
so-called subversives -- Zimbabwean 
Tawanda Chandiwana was arbitrarily 
detained in June 2018; Malawian Miracle 
Osman’s missionary visa was questioned; 
and American Adam Shaw was deported. 
The three had participated in fact-finding 
missions in Mindanao. 

Threatened by any form of international 
solidarity that exposes the rights situation in 
the country, the regime targeted the church 
sector while simultaneously making them 
the butt of his malicious jokes. However, 
Duterte’s loud and boorish tirades could 
not conceal his paranoia and contempt of 
anyone critical of his campaigns. He would 
cite the country’s sovereignty only when 
it was convenient to him, while altogether 
selling out the West Philippine Sea to 
China in a flagrant display of hypocrisy. 

Duterte has also uncovered himself to be a 
strong supporter of misogyny, wrapped by a 
fragile male ego and a cackling machismo. 
To women, Duterte is an obnoxious brute 
that glorifies toxic masculinity and promotes 
the degradation and humiliation of women. 
Tolerated by his band of messengers led 
by the pickle-looking Salvador Panelo, 
these mouthpieces are ready to twist any 
statement into otherworldly interpretations 
to spread disinformation and to appease 
and contain public outrage. 

From top to bottom: Sr. Patricia Fox, Tawanda 
Chandiwana, Miracle Osman and Adam Shaw.
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Step 5: 
Tie a noose on any 
prospect of peace                           
based on justice

Duterte’s duplicitous stand on the peace talks prevented it from 
ever going forward. Hopes at resuscitating the peace talks remained 
bleak as the regime contented itself with desperately auctioning 
localized peace talks, manufacturing the forced surrender of 
thousands of alleged members of the NPA, provoking a word 
war with National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) 
chief political consultant Jose Maria Sison, and rambling about 
deadlines of militarily ending the armed conflict by the end of 
2018 extended to mid-2019. A chance at resuming the formal 
peace talks through a series of backchannel meetings opened up in 
June, but was put on hold and eventually reached another impasse. 

Meanwhile, this regime continued its obsession with a ceasefire 
agreement. Also, citing its need to “consult the public,” the 
resumption of the formal peace talks in 2018 was sidelined. 
Substantial gains such as the near-achievement of basic points in 
the Comprehensive Agreement on Social and Economic Reforms 
(CASER) were likewise shelved, giving way instead to a wave 
of harassment and illegal arrests targeting members and peace 
consultants of the NDFP. Talks of peace escape Duterte’s mouth 

J Sevilla
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once in a while, often during live telecasts. He would dangle peace 
as a bait when it best suited him, but would again resort to a tirade 
of curses whilst waiting for applause from his fellow butchers. 

The year 2018 underscored the proscription petition and the arrest 
of a number of NDFP peace consultants. On February 21, 2018, 
the Department of Justice filed a petition seeking to declare the 
Communist Party of the Philippines and the New People’s Army 
(CPP-NPA) as terrorist organizations, then adding 657 names 
alleged to be officers and members of the said organizations. The 
list included five members of the negotiating panel of the NDFP 
and 30 peace consultants, along with 61 human rights defenders 
and activists including United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples Victoria Tauli-Corpuz. Said petition 
opened the floodgates of attacks against NDFP peace consultants 
and peace advocates. 

In February 2018, NDFP peace consultant Rafael Baylosis, 
68, was illegally arrested and slapped with trumped-up cases of 
illegal possession of firearms and explosives. In the last quarter 
of the year, one peace consultant was arrested every month. On 
October 15, 2018, peace consultant Adelberto Silva, 71, along 
with women’s rights activist Hedda Calderon, 63, trade union 
organizer Ireneo Atadero, 55, organic farmer Edisel Legaspi, 
and driver Julio Lusania, 53, were illegally arrested in Sta. Cruz, 

Laguna and charged with trumped-up cases of 
illegal possession of firearms and explosives, the 
latter a non-bailable offense. Also on November 
7, peace consultant Vicente Ladlad, 68, was 

Defiant Vic Ladlad raises 
his fist as he is led by 
Quezon City Police Chief 
Supt. Joselito Esquivel 
(right), into Camp 
Karingal in Quezon City. 
(Inquirer/Niño Orbeta)
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nabbed while visiting the home 
of his friends, an elderly couple 
in San Bartolome, Novaliches, 
Quezon City. The couple, 
Alberto and Virginia Villamor, 
were also arrested and the three 
were slapped with fabricated 
cases of illegal possession 
of firearms and explosives. 
Yet again, on December 7, 
2018, NDFP consultant Rey 

Casambre, 65, was illegally accosted along with his wife, Cora 
Casambre, 72, while on their way home to Cavite. The police 
planted firearms and a rusty grenade to justify the trumped-up 
case of illegal possession of firearms and explosives, but this was 
immediately dismissed, allowing the release of Cora Casambre. 
Rey Casambre, however, continues to be held in jail for fabricated 
murder charges filed in a Davao del Norte court. 

A Marcosian tactic has emerged as a trend. The military considers 
it routine to plant evidence to justify their operations, with the 
non-bailable case of illegal possession of explosives touted as their 
favorite fabricated case to hurl at victims to hostage them in jail, 
with a cloak of legality. Prosecution also has a stable of paid or 
professional false witnesses it counts on to fortify the trumped-up 
charges.The charges are, of course, ludicrous. Ladlad, for example, 
was allegedly found “decorated” in firearms and grenades ala 
Rambo, despite the victim’s age and sickly disposition. This military 
subversion of the law is a key character of Duterte’s tyrannical 
regime.

Meanwhile, the negotiated resolution of the roots of the armed 
conflict that these consultants have dedicated their time and lives 
in working for is becoming a farfetched reality as it continues in a 
downhill trajectory due to the Duterte regime’s dirty war. 
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Step 6: 
Manipulate the        
public’s mind by 
maliciously peddling 
“Red Scare” and a 
“Destabilization Plot”

This one is a close copy of Marcosian methods with guidance from 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf. 

The year 2018 was when the Duterte regime tried as best it could 
to isolate and demonize activists and members of progressive 
organizations, but to no avail. The ludicrous accusations, the ranting 
curses, the malicious markings on walls, the anonymous posters, the 
incessant attacks online and offline – all tricks and all lies! Then, in 
September, following waves of protests championing the righteous 
unity of different groups and sectors in society, Duterte and his 
band of bumbling buffoons took to concocting what it called a 
“Red October” plot which was, according to the AFP, a plan for 
destabilization. More accurately though, it was a psywar offensive 
and a convenient excuse to target rights defenders, groups and 
individuals who were vocal against Duterte’s anti-people policies. 

Fearing protests on the eve of September 21, and readying a pretext 
for a crackdown, the AFP spun a fictitious destabilization plot 
allegedly composed of anti-Duterte forces. All forms of resistance 
were placed under scrutiny and any platform for expressing 
dissent, even customary activities as film screenings in universities, 
were branded as part of this bizarre plot. This was also used to 
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justify an alarming wave of harassment and intimidation against 
artists, filmmakers, students, teachers, administrators, bishops, and 
perhaps any living, breathing organism. 

From September until the end of the year, the United Church 
of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), the Iglesia Filipina 
Independiente (IFI), and organizations such as Karapatan found 
scribblings on walls along major highways and banners hanged 
in bridges bearing an all too familiar equation of red-tagging: 
“IFI=NPA”; “UCCP=NPA;” and “Karapatan, terrorist protector”. 
On October 2, the AFP released a list of 18 universities, linking 
them to the ouster plot and the Communist Party of the Philippines.

Still not content with the volley of red-tagging schemes, Duterte 
decided to spout another executive order that would intensify his 
government’s vilification campaign. On December 4, Executive 
Order 70 was inked creating a task force to end the communist 

armed conflict. While 
it boasted of a “whole 
of nation” approach 
and sophisticated 
phrasing, it would 
simply exacerbate the 
witch-hunt against 
progressive forces 
by weaponizing the 

Seen on the streets vilifying people’s 
groups: A banner hangs from a 
pedestrian bridge in Zamboanga City 
and grafitti on the walls of the church 
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whole civilian bureaucracy to further harass and threaten those 
who would be vocal against Duterte’s policies.

All the victims of the Duterte regime were being swept under 
blanket labels of being “supporters of drug lords,” “communists,” 
“terrorists,” “NPA sympathizers” and “enemies of the State”. While 
the stream of red-tagging continued, the pushback from various 
sectors was so resolute that this led the AFP to withdraw their 
imaginary plot. 

These fake-based concoctions of paranoid fascists in government 
cannot, in any way, be believable to an awakening public. After 
all, people know that Duterte’s government forces have too much 
blood on their hands and that every protest movement strikes fear 
in the wooden hearts of human rights violators who dread the 
time of reckoning.

Philippine Star
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Step 7: 
Continue pretense that 
the sham war on drugs 
is working

“Never has homicide or murder been a function of law enforcement. 
The public peace is never predicated on the cost of human life.”

– Judge Rodolfo Azucena Jr. of Caloocan RTC 125                                        
on his decision to convict police officers on the murder of Kian delos Santos 

Duterte’s sham war on drugs has been proven to be ineffective 
in curbing criminality and in addressing the drug problem in the 
country. This begs the question: After more than 20,000 deaths, 
how many more?

On November 29, 2018, Judge Rodolfo Azucena Jr. released his 
court’s decision convicting police officers Arnel Oares, Jeremias 
Pereda, and Jerwin Cruz for the murder of 17-year-old Kian 
delos Santos on August 2017. The police officers were sentenced 
to reclusion perpetua and were ordered to pay the victim’s family 
PhP345,000 worth of damages. Rightly so, Judge Azucena penned 
a judicious decision which accurately encapsulates the twisted and 
perverted rationale of the drug war – that “public peace should 
never be predicated on the cost of human life.” The convicted 
policemen are set to make an appeal, pointing the blame on the 
ranking police officers who commanded the operation. These 
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scapegoats are now crying foul over the conviction while those 
who masterminded this cruel and inhumane campaign remain 
comfortably in power. 

The conduct of drug war operations has been made more hushed, 
but the campaign is far from over. Not only has this policy resorted 
to the mass carnage of urban poor dwellers dumped in streets 
and rivers, but it has also put into the spotlight the barbarity 
and impunity of Duterte’s men in uniform. In 2018, the sex-for-
freedom or “palit-puri” scheme was exposed as among the gender-
based violence resulting from the war on drugs.  Police have been 
revealed to be forcing women to perform sexual acts in exchange 
for their own, or a relative’s freedom. These bastards in uniform 
have followed the disgusting example put forward by their macho-
fascist President, proving that patriarchy is very much alive and 
reinforced by these militarist campaigns. There is now a wealth of 
evidence affirming the irreversible damage brought upon by this 
campaign, yet Duterte and his cohorts are blindly pushing forward 
and further endangering Filipinos under this bogus war.

The call for justice foor victims of drug-related killings continue. Photo by Maria Tan/Rappler
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Most notable of these offenses is the gargantuan misplay listed 
under two BOC heads appointed by Duterte, namely Nicanor 
Faeldon and Isidro Lapeña; both allowed a combined shipment 
of PhP17.8 billions worth of illegal drugs released from Customs 
and subsequently reaching the country’s streets. Still, the 
Duterte regime stubbornly insists on its shortsighted easy-to-
do framework of killing small-time drug peddlers in its war on 
drugs instead of looking at the bigger picture of stopping those 
big time profiteers who manufacture and supply drugs wholesale. 
The way the situation looks, it is the government that basically 
supplies the country with illegal drugs, given the incompetence 
and complacency of Duterte’s own sycophants in allowing tons of 
narcotics “slip” inside the country. As expected, neither Faeldon nor 
Lapeña was punished as both were shielded by Duterte. The poor, 
however, continue to bear the brunt of this ineffective campaign. 

Duterte’s war on drugs is a staggering failure that has brought 
upon the Filipino people repetitive strongman rhetoric, thousands 
of poor people killed, outright violations of people’s rights, and 
glaring impunity. Meanwhile, the supply of illegal drugs is at its 
ultimate. This campaign is, in itself, the instigator of injustice and 
constitutes a large component of this government’s undeniable 
crimes against its citizens. 

Moreover, the social and economic conditions which have allowed 
the drug trade to thrive remain intact, and even worsening with 
the drug war campaign.
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Step 8: 
Ruthlessly implement 
state terrorism

Perhaps the most telling of Duterte’s tyrannical government is 
the unprecedented, fast-paced deterioration of the human rights 
situation in the country. State terrorism constitutes a whole 
spectrum of violations – from extrajudicial killings, enforced 
disappearances, torture, illegal arrests and detention, threats, 
harassment and intimidation, forced evacuation and forced 
surrenders. 

As of December 2018, there were already 222 victims of political 
killings, 281 victims of frustrated killings, 111 tortured, 2,171 
illegally arrested, 85,236 threatened and harassed, while 447, 
963 were subjected to forced evacuations. All these were done 
with the government’s imprimatur in compliance with Duterte’s 
counterinsurgency program called Oplan Kapayapaan, a clone of 
the US Counter Insurgency (COIN) Guide and buttressed by a 
myriad of supplemental repressive legislation. 
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Violations No. of Victims
Extrajudicial killing 222
Frustrated extrajudicial killing 381
Enforced disappearance 8
Torture 111
Illegal Arrest without Detention 2,171
Illegal Arrest and Detention 513
Illegal Search and Seizure 321
Physical Assault and Injury 246
Demolition 6,114
Violation of domicile 660
Destruction of property 6,061
Divestment of property 816
Forced evacuation 447,963
Threat/harassment/intimidation 85.236
Indiscriminate firing 8,340
Bombing 368,391
Forced/fake surrender 1,711
Forced labor/involuntary servitude 25
Use of Civilians in Police and/or Military Operations as 
Guides and/or Shield 121

Use of Schools, Medical, Religious and Other Public 
Places for Military Purpose 42,720

Restriction or Violent Dispersal of Mass Actions, Public 
Assemblies and Gatherings 3,194

TABLE 1 Violation of Civil and Political Rights 
Under the Rodrigo Duterte Government 
( July 2016 to December 2018 )
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Massacre of the youth, of farmers, of families, of Filipinos

The indiscriminate killing of families, communities, and groups 
are among the most gruesome forms of violation that the Duterte 
regime has ruthlessly perpetrated. Nearing its third year, Duterte 
already has 14 massacres under his belt, deserving of the title, 
massacre king. Eight of the 14 massacres occurred this 2018, 
claiming 46 victims.

Siaton 4 Massacre. On February 22, 2018, four farmers - three of 
them women - were massacred in Sitio Bondo, Barangay Napacao 
in Siaton, Negros Oriental at around 8:00 a.m. According to 
farmer-survivors, a number of them were harvesting sugarcane 
while some were already resting when they were fired upon by an 
undetermined number of men, known to be members of a local 
paramilitary group called “Pulahan,” a group which doubled as 
blue guards for the hacienda estate in Napacao owned by a certain 
Gaspar Vicente.

Killed on the spot were Consolacion Cadivida, 66; her daughter 
Jesibel Aballe, 36; and Carmelina Amantillo, 57, all of Sitio 
Bondo. Also killed was Felimon Molero, 66, from Sitio Salngan 
ni Mayabon, Brgy. Zamboanguita. A fifth farmer, Lito de Jesus, 
28, from Brgy. Mantiquil, Siaton, was injured and rushed to a 
nearby hospital in Dumaguete.

Photo by Associated Press

Associated Press
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Responding police investigating the massacre found gruesome 
details with the preliminary evidence that revealed it was a 
premeditated carnage. Victim Aballe was shot point-blank with a 
.45 caliber, its spent shell was recovered at the crime scene along 
with shrapnel from an exploded hand grenade. Cadivida’s body 
was also found in a sitting position still holding her “baon” (boxed 
meal).

The local police were able to pursue and detain the suspects who 
were still wearing their blue guard uniforms. Recovered from them 
were 41 rounds of ammunition for a 12-gauge shotgun, and one 
magazine for a 9mm pistol containing 23 rounds of ammunition. 

Despite the perpetrators already identified, nobody was made to 
account for the massacre.

Payak 3 Massacre. In the morning of April 10, 2018, residents 
of Sona 6, Brgy. Payak, Bato, Camarines Sur were alarmed when 
two gunshots, followed by an explosion rang in the air and lasted 
for 30 minutes. Thereafter, soldiers from the 83rd IBPA zoned 
the community, looking for NPAs. According to the military, a 
gunfight ensued in the uphill area near the community. 

It was around 8:00 a.m. when Brgy. Captain Virginia Saylago, along 
with other local officials, arrived in the area and announced that 
three of their fellow villagers were shot. Father and son Orlando 
San Jose, 47, and Ananias San Jose, 25, were killed inside their 
house. An hour later, residents found out that Noli Colico, 26, 
resident of Sona 3, Brgy. Payak, was also killed after they saw his 
body being loaded on a military truck. Fellow residents insisted that 
the three were civilians. This was later confirmed by the military.

Ragay 3 Massacre. Also in Camarines Sur, another massacre was 
reported a month later. On May 13, an alleged encounter between 
members of the 96th IBPA and members of the NPA ensued in 
Brgy. Patalunan, Ragay, Camarines Sur. On the same day, residents 
Roberto Ramos, 30, Ronnel Nares, 25 and Antonio Bonagua, 19, 
all of them copra workers were reported missing by their families. 
From May 14 to May 17, the families, accompanied by barangay 
officials, looked for their missing kin.
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It was only last June 22 that a farmer reported seeing freshly dug 
graves in his farm. The bodies of the three missing copra farmers 
were found. According to the preliminary autopsy, Ronel’s penis 
was cut off, while Antonio had a crack in his skull and a half-foot 
laceration on his shoulder. 

MILF Massacre. Days later, in North Cotabato, three family 
members were killed following a police and military operation 
on May 25, 2018, in Sitio Biao, Brgy. Kibala, Kasan, Matalam. 
Dadting Kasan, an alleged member of the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF), and his two sons, Mohamiddin, 25, 
and Monder, 16, were killed by combined forces of the Matalam 
police force and SWAT, with the support of the 7th IBPA while the 
former were in their residence. Police Chief of Matalam, Sunny 
Leoncito, claimed that he and his group received a search warrant 
issued to search the house of Dadting Kasan. When approaching 
Kasan’s house, Chief Leoncito alleged that Kasan shot at him and 
his men, which resulted in a heavy encounter that lasted for one 
hour. Yet, on further inspection of Kasan’s house, there were no 
marks of any gunshot holes, suggesting that there was never any 
heavy encounter. Additionally, the house was already cleaned of 
bloodstains; the police did not cordon off the house to protect the 
evidence during the investigation. 

Antique 7 Massacre. On midnight 
of August 15, 2018, seven non-
combatant members of the education 
and propaganda staff of the CPP 
and NDF were brutally massacred 
by combined elements of the 301st 
Brigade, 61st Infantry Battalion, 
Antique PMF, and San Jose police 
in Atabay, San Jose, Antique. They 
were identified as Felix Salditos, 
Eldie Labinghisa, Peter Mecinas, 
Karen Ceralvo, Liezl Bandiola, 
Jason Talibo and Jason Sanchez. 
According to investigations 

Felix Salditos was known by his pen 
name Maya Daniel wrote poems of the 
peoples’ struggles and the revolution. 
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conducted by Karapatan-Panay, all seven were frontally shot and 
the bullets did not exit the victims’ bodies. The bodies bore evidence 
that they were shot in the heads and chests which indicated that 
the perpetrators had really intended to kill them. 

Patikul 7 Massacre. On September 14, 2018, seven farmers and 
residents of Brgy. Tambang, Patikul, Sulu, namely Makrub Diray, 
25; Alpadal Diray, 16; Mijar Hairan and Basiluddin Hairani, 
both 30; Issah Hamsan, 21; Benajal Tula and Maknun Sakirin, 
both 22, secured a permit from the 55th IBPA to harvest from their 
lanzones and mangosteen trees in their farmlands in Sitio Tubig 
Bato, Brgy. Kabuntakas, Patikul. At around 11:00 a.m., three 
children saw the young men being accosted by Scout Rangers 
from the 32nd IBPA. The following day, September 15, Col. Gerry 
Besana of the Western Mindanao Command announced that 
there was an encounter between 
the Task Group Panther/Scout 
Rangers and Abu Sayyaf Group 
(ASG) forces. Said encounter 
allegedly resulted in the death 
of seven ASG men, who were 
identified as the same farmers 
that the Scout Rangers arrested 
the day before. The family and 
the community vehemently 
denied that the victims were 
ASG members, insisting that 
they were mere civilians working 
to harvest their crops. 

There are a total of 31 Moro 
victims killed under the Duterte 
regime.

Sagay 9 Massacre. After Patikul 7 came the slaughter of 9 
farmers in Negros island. In the evening of October 20, 2018, 
nine sugarcane workers and members of the National Federation 
for Sugar Workers (NFSW) were killed in a strafing incident at 
Hacienda Nene, Purok Firetree, Brgy. Bulanon, Sagay City, Negros 

Patikul massacre victims. Photo from Suara 
Bangsamoro FB page
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Occidental. The victims were identified as Rene Laurencio, 
Morena Mendoza, Marcelina Dumaguit, Angelife Arsenal, 
Eglicerio Villegas, Paterno Baron, Rannel Bantigue, and two 
minors. The victims had just settled in from their land cultivation 
activity and were resting in a makeshift hut when they were 
massacred. 

One of the survivors attested that he saw armed men clad in black, 
firing with rifles at the victims while approaching the tent. The 
assailants poured gasoline around the tent then burned the area, 
even torching the bodies of Marcelina Dumaguit and Rannel 
Bantigue. A blame game soon ensued – the military claimed 
that the farmers were part of an alleged destabilization plot that 
included a land occupation campaign. There are strong indications 
linking the carnage to the private armed group connected to the 
hacienda owners and the city mayor. The police and military, intent 
on red-tagging the farmers rather than finding justice for the 
victims, had the audacity to file trumped-up child abuse charges 
against Atty. Katherine Panguban, one of the lawyers assisting 
the victims. Another lawyer involved in the Sagay 9 case, defense 
lawyer for the farmers Atty. Benjamin Ramos, was fatally gunned 
down weeks later.

6 killed in simultaneous operations in Negros Oriental. On 
December 27, 2018, The PNP’s Regional Mobile Safety Battalion, 
along with the army’s 94th IBPA, 62nd IBPA and 303rd Brigade 

The farmers were resting in this 
makeshift tent when they were 
sprayed with bullets in Sagay 
City, Negros Occidental. 
Photo courtesy of Bombo 
Radyo Bacolod
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launched what it called a Simultaneous Enhanced Managing 
of Police Operations (SEMPO). Said police operations were 
supposed to ensure orderly elections, a combination of a drive 
against illegal drugs and loose firearms.

The 600-man, 3-day operation swooped down on the towns of 
Guihulngan, Mabinay, and Sta. Catalina in Negros Oriental. 
In its final report, the Negros Oriental Provincial Police Office 
(NORPPO) bared its “accomplishments” during the simultaneous 
operations from December 27 to 29 which killed 6 people and 
arrested 26 suspects for allegedly being in possession of firearms 
and explosives.

The six fatalities were Jesus Isugan, Reneboy Fat, his father 
Demetrio Fat, Jaime Revilla, Jun Cubol and Constancio 
Languita. All were killed in Guihulngan City except for Jesus 
Isugan, who was killed in Buenavista, Sta. Catalina town. The 
relatives of the victims, however, narrated a different story.

Eyewitness accounts in each of the killings narrated that in the 
early morning of Dec 27, 2018, 20 to 30 men in uniform entered 
the houses of the victims and forced everyone out, except for those 
they suspected. Relatives then heard shots and afterward found 
the victims dead with firearms and grenades planted near their 
bodies.

Those killed and many of those arrested were members of the 
local chapters of Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) and 
PISTON (a nationwide organization of drivers).

Political Killings

In Negros Oriental. A fisherman from Guihulngan City, Negros 
Oriental, Jaime Delos Santos, 62, was gunned down by suspected 
state agents while walking outside a bakery in the morning of 
October 6, 2018. The victim was the Chairperson of the National 
Federation of Small Fisher folks Organization in the Philippines 
- Guihulngan City, Negros Oriental Chapter. The  fisher folk 
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leader and member of the same 
organization, Alberto Tecson, was 
also shot dead back in July 2017.

In Sarangani. The following 
day, on October 7, 2018, Jimmy 
Ambat, a B’laan farmer from Sitio 
Mahayag, Upper Suyan, Malapatan, 
Sarangani, was peppered with 
bullets by elements of the 73rd IBPA. 
The victim was coming out of his 
house after he and his family heard 
shouts from the house of Jimmy’s 
nephew, Dante Ambat. Dante was being beaten up by soldiers 
when Jimmy stepped out to help him. The latter was immediately 
shot several times by the soldiers. The 73rd IBPA then twisted 
the story and released a statement that Jimmy Ambat died in an 
armed encounter and that he was a member of the NPA. This was 
belied by the entire community and his family who bore witness 
to his killing. Around 300 soldiers are still in the community for 
intensified military operations.

In Batangas. On October 13, 2018, another fisher folk leader was 
killed, this time in Lian, Batangas. Victor Villafranca, 41, was 
hitching a ride on the motorcycle of his co-worker, Rolan Jonson. 
Both were employed at the Absolute Drinking Water Distillery 
Plant in Lian. While en route to Brgy. San Diego, the victim’s 
companion heard a loud shot and assumed that it was a problem 
with one of his tires. As he stopped, he realized that Villafranca 
was shot. An autopsy done by the authorities revealed that the 
victim’s head was blown off with two gunshots to the head; four 
bullet fragments were also recovered. Jonson attested that he saw 
two men on board a motorcycle tailing them before the incident 
happened. The witness added that before the assailants left, he 
noticed that the driver was wearing a white hood and jacket while 
the rider held a short firearm. The victim was an active member 
of Haligi ng Batangueñong Anakdagat (Habagat), an affiliate of 
fisherfolk group Pagkakaisa ng mga Mamamalakaya sa Pilipinas 
(Pamalakaya).

Jaime Delos Santos in an assembly of 
fisherfolks association, Pamalakaya.
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Gemma Carreon searched for her abducted husband, Cesar. Photo by Jonathan 
Cellona/ABS-CBN  

In Pampanga. As the red-tagging of progressive groups intensified 
in 2018, so did the brazen attacks against members of said 
organizations. On October 17, 2018, Cesar Carreon, 41, a member 
of Anakpawis in Mexico, Pampanga, was abducted by eight 
armed men from his residence in Brgy. Laug, Mexico, Pampanga. 
Gemma, Cesar’s wife, recounted that they were preparing dinner 
when armed men rushed into their house, one perpetrator firing 
his gun twice. Cesar tried to run but was grabbed by the assailants. 
The armed men said that Cesar will be taken in for questioning. 
Four men dragged Cesar into the car while the other four left via 
a tricycle. Gemma tried to grab hold of the tricycle driver who 
continued to speed away. She was dragged for about 200 meters 
before she finally let go, leaving her with scraped legs. Gemma, 
then, reported the incident to the barangay hall and filed a blotter 
report. 

On October 19, Gemma was informed that a cadaver was found 
in Candaba, Pampanga. She went to the police station to identify 
if it was her husband. Gemma saw Cesar’s face, which the police 
described was wrapped with packaging tape; Cesar’s hands were 
tied behind his back, his feet and neck were tied with wire and 
plastic straw. The police also described that when the packaging 
tape was removed, Cesar’s mouth was filled with cloth. The victim 
was shot on the right side of his forehead and on his lower back. 
Cesar was brought to a funeral parlor in Bulacan.
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Both Gemma and Cesar are Anakpawis organizers. Cesar is 
survived by eight children.

In Compostela Valley. On October 31, 2018, Danny Boy 
Bautista, 31, a member of Nagkahiusang Mamumuo sa Suyapa 
Farm (NAMASUFA), an affiliate of labor union Kilusang Mayo 
Uno (KMU), was shot dead by two armed assailants while the 
victim was in a public market in Compostela Valley. Bautista was 
a banana picker at Sumitomo Fruits Corp. (Sumifru) Philippines, 
and was among those who staged a strike against the multinational 
company on October 1. The other workers who joined the strike 
were harassed and threatened by the police, military, and the 
company’s guards.

In Negros Occidental. Weeks after the Sagay 9 massacre, one 
of the human rights lawyers assisting the victims was mercilessly 
gunned down. On November 6, 2018, Atty. Benjamin Ramos, 
56, was shot three times in the chest and at his back by two 
motorcycle-riding gunmen. The victim was buying from a sari-sari 
store in Rojas St., Kabankalan City when the incident happened. 
Atty. Benjamin Ramos was the Secretary-General of the National 
Union of People’s Lawyers (NUPL) chapter in Negros. Prior to 
his killing, his name and photo were included in a poster cum hit 
list circulated throughout the region in April, labeling him and 
other rights defenders as terrorists and NPA sympathizers.

Civil society groups in 
Belgium hold a tribute for 
Atty. Ben Ramos. Photo 
from Autre Terre via 
Instagram



352018 Karapatan Year-End Report on the Human Rights Situation in the Philippines

In North Cotabato. On November 18, 2018, Esteban Empong 
Sr., 49, was killed while sleeping in his relative’s house in Brgy. 
Sagundaon, Kitaotao, Bukidnon. The victim was a member of 
the Parents-Teachers Community Association (PTCA) of the 
Mindanao Interfaith Services Foundation, Inc. (MISFI), and 
a member of Tinananon Kulamanon Lumadnong Panaghiusa 
(TIKULPA). Prior to his killing, Empong Sr. received threats from 
the 19th IBPA in May 2017, which was followed by subsequent 
efforts to harass and tag him as a member of the NPA. Contrary 
to these accusations, Empong Sr. was one of the first teachers 
of the Adult Literacy Program established by the slain Italian 
missionary, Fr. Fausto ‘Pops’ Tentorio, in North Cotabato and 
Kitaotao, Bukidnon since the 1980s. This killing was among the 
recent attacks against Lumad schools and its personnel, teachers, 
and students.

In Agusan del Sur. On November 23, 2018, Datu Walter España, 
34, chairperson of Nagkahiusang Mag-uuma sa Agusan del Sur 
(NAMASUR)-KMP-Caraga, was shot numerous times by eight 
armed men. The victim had three gunshot wounds on his right 
chest, stomach, and waist. España was with Rommel Romon, 
22, also a member of NAMASUR, when the incident happened. 
Romon also had three gunshot wounds on his legs, chest, and head. 
The victims were on their way home when they were fatally shot. 
NAMASUR, their organization, is among the groups of farmers 
strongly opposing the expansion of the oil palm plantation Davao 
San Francisco Agricultural Ventures Inc. (DASFAVI) in their area.

In Agusan del Norte. Another Anakpawis coordinator and 
former KMU Chairperson in Caraga was killed on November 
27, 2018. Linus Cubol, was shot dead by two armed men riding 
a motorcycle while he was in his furniture shop in Poblacion 1, 
Santiago, Agusan del Norte. The victim suffered five gunshot 
wounds, causing his death. A week before he was killed, Cubol 
was interrogated by elements of the 29th IBPA for his participation 
in trade union activities.
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Disappearances 

Kins of victims of enforced 
disappearances have often 
described this phenomenon 
as the cruelest form of 
human rights violation. 
Some families continue 
to search for their missing 
loved ones, years and 
decades after they have been 
missing, clinging on to the 
smallest speck of hope of 
finding them alive and well. 

In Kidapawan City. On February 23, 2018, NDFP consultant in 
Far Southern Mindanao Region Lora Manipis and her husband 
Jeruel Domingo were disappeared after visiting their children in 
Makilala, North Cotabato. The two were last seen in Kidapawan 
City, en route to an activity related to the peace process. They were 
set to arrive in Kabacan, North Cotabato and even sent messages 
confirming their meeting in said area the following day, but they 
were unreachable thereafter. NDFP Far Southern Mindanao 
expressed the possibility that both could have already been executed 
by State forces or suffering under intense torture. 

In Agusan del Norte. On September 15, 2018, Rex Hangadon 
Jr., a Lumad and resident of Buenavista, Agusan del Norte, was 
shot dead by elements of the 23rd IBPA while he was resting in 
the hut of the community’s communal farm in Sitio Bulak, Lower 
Olave, Buenavista. Rex Hangadon Sr. was with his son Hangadon 
Jr. when the incident occurred. Rex Sr. remains missing. They were 
with fellow farmers who were manually stripping Abaca fiber in 
their farm.

The perpetrators immediately justified the incident by claiming 
that Hangadon Jr. was a member of the NPA, but this was 
disputed by his fellow farmers who were with the victim in the 
communal farm. Witnesses attested that Rex’s body was carried by 

Photo by Anjo Bagaoisan/ABSCBNNews
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the soldiers outside the hut. The incident led to the evacuation of 
42 Higaonon families from their communities, walking five hours 
to reach the multi-purpose hall in Upper Olave to seek refuge.  As 
of this writing, Hangadon Sr.’s whereabouts remain unknown.

In Central Luzon. A Bayan Muna 
peasant organizer and longtime activist 
was also abducted and disappeared 
without a trace in September 22, 2018. 
Joey Torres Sr. was last seen in the 
vicinity of SM North EDSA, Quezon 
City. The family recounted that prior to 
his disappearance, uniformed policemen 
visited Joey in their house on July 2, 2018, 
followed by a separate incident of five 
suspected intelligence officers visiting 
Joey’s sisters. 

In Compostela Valley. Another woman leader was disappeared 
in 2018. On October 15, Imelda Hayahay was abducted by eight 
armed men believed to be elements of the 71st IBPA from her 
residence in Star Apple, Brgy. Pindasan, Mabini, Compostela 
Balley. According to witnesses, armed men wearing bonnets forcibly 
entered the victim’s residence, held her at gunpoint and took her 
away. Hayahay is a member of Hugpong sa mga Mag-uuma sa 
Walog Compostela (HUMAWAC), an affiliate of KMP. She was 
also a parent-leader of the government’s 4Ps program and serves 
as a health worker in the barangay. Imelda is the mother of Jeany 
Rose Hayahay, a teacher at the Salugpongan Ta ‘Tanu Igkanugon 
Community Learning Center (STTICLC), a community school 
that caters to the Lumad. According to the family, the 71st IBPA 
was demanding the surrender of Jeany Rose in exchange for the 
freedom of Imelda. 

The family has since then sought the help of human rights 
organizations and local officials to surface Imelda. 

Joey Torres
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Illegal Arrests

Events in 2018 further showed that the Duterte government was 
outrightly repressive with its tools of harassment, trumped-up 
charges, illegal or arbitrary arrests, torture and ruthless killings. This 
US-supported regime has put in jail 225 individuals, mostly from 
the peasant and indigenous communities. Duterte and his military 
and police henchmen conducted mass arrests which involved 
rounding up of groups, organizations, and entire communities. 
This was followed by formulating untruths and weaving tales, 
topped with planted evidence, spiced with perjured testimonies, 
and sealed with trumped-up, non-bailable cases. The trend of 
arbitrary arrests revealed that perpetrators most often preferred 
the case of illegal possession of firearms and explosives, precisely 
because it is the easiest to fabricate, easiest to prepare for and the 
latter non-bailable. Simply grab the victim’s belongings, slip a gun 
and a grenade in there, and poof ! the crime scene is made. The 
police were so adept at this manuever, it was no wonder they were 
able to jail so many innocents. 

Region where 
detained

Total no. of 
PPs

Arrested 
Under 

Duterte
Women NDFP 

Consultants

Ilocos 2 2 1 0 
Cordillera 6 6 1 0 
Cagayan Valley 20 30 8 0 
Central Luzon 9 5 2 1 
National Capital 
Region 100 23 9 7 

Southern Tagalog 37 22 3 0 
Bicol 42 9 1 0 
Central Visayas 20 15 2 0 
Eastern Visayas 35 5 7 0 
Western Visayas 10 2 1 0 
Northern Mindanao 40 20 4 1 
Caraga 67 30 8 0 
Socsksargen 33 17 2 0 
Western Mindanao 15 5 6 0 
Southern Mindanao 112 34 11 0 
ARMM 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 548 225 66 8
Sickly 119 

Elderly 48 
Arrested minor 6 

	

TABLE 1 Political Prisoners
as of December 31, 2018
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Ilagan 5. In Brgy. Old San Mariano, Ilagan City, Isabela, five 
farmers were illegally accosted by the 86th IBPA on February 18, 
2018. Victims Mauricio Sagun, 65, Maximiniano Domingo, 44, 
Bernard Peñaflor, 21, Ariel Peñaflor, 49, and Mario Turqueza, 
65, were subjected to intense interrogation and were slapped with 
trumped-up charges of illegal possession of firearms and explosives 
after perpetrators planted a .38 caliber revolver and three grenades 
in the victims’ belongings. 

Sagun is currently detained in Bureau of Jail Management and 
Penology (BJMP) Ilagan, while the four others are in the Isabela 
Provincial Jail.

Mabinay 6. In the evening of March 3, 2018, six youths were 
arrested in Sitio Tumonon, Brgy. Luyang, Mabinay, Negros 
Oriental by soldiers of the 62nd IBPA. Myles Cantal Albasin, 
21, Joemar Garlet Indico, 29, Joey Amaro Vailoces, 18, Bernard 
Embalsado Guillen, 18, Randel Balasabas Hermino, 19, and 
Carlo Villamor Ybanez, 18, were illegally arrested while already 
asleep in a farmer’s house. The victims were all members of KMP - 
Negros Oriental and were in the area for a scheduled consultation 
with farmers. 

The victims, now collectively known as the Mabinay 6, are facing 
trumped-up charges of illegal possession of firearms and explosives. 
All tested negative for gunpowder residue. 

GenSan 13. In the evening of July 4, 2018, 13 participants 
of a project assessment meeting led by the Iglesia Filipina 
Independiente (IFI) Diocese of Libertad were illegally arrested 
by composite elements of the police, the military intelligence 

Ilagan 5 (from L to R) Sagun, Domingo, Turqueza, Ariel Penaflor, Bernard Penaflor
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group, the National Intelligence Coordinating Agency (NICA) 
and the 1002nd Brigade of the Philippine Army. The perpetrators 
served a warrant without the signature of a judge, allegedly for 
a certain “Maria Unabia” and “Francis Madria”. Not finding the 
two personalities named in the warrant, the police and military 
arrested the 13 individuals instead. The victims were identified as 
Teresita Lapuz Naul, 60, staff of Karapatan-NMR and National 
Council member of Karapatan; Analiza Jurado Avenido, 31, 
peasant organizer of KASAMA-Bukidnon; Rosemarie Bacalso 
Cantano, 21, a student; Aldeem Abrogueña Yañez, 44, a trade 
union organizer; Vennel Francis Danao Chenfoo, 28, regional 
coordinator of Kabataan Partylist; Roger Dogmocan Plana, 47, 
regional council member of Misamis Oriental Farmers Association; 
Kristine Bacara Cabardo, 23, regional chairperson of League of 
Filipino Students; Jomorito Goaynon, 41, regional chairperson 
of Lumad organization KALUMBAY; Ireneo Sagulay Udarbe 
Jr., 58, regional KMP chairperson; Bayron Gabales Porras, 28; 
Virgillio Anje Sanama, 33, a security guard; Emilio Gabales, 41; 
and Delia Catubay, 44. 

Mabinay 6. Photo by Queenie Manaquil, Cebu Daily News

GenSan 13. Photo from SunStar
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Eleven of the victims were eventually released the next day, with 
the exception of Emilio Gabales and Delia Catubay, whom the 
police insisted were the persons mentioned in the warrant. The two 
were falsely charged with murder and multiple frustrated murder 
while the other 11 were charged with obstruction of justice.

NutriAsia 19. On July 30, at least 300 striking NutriAsia workers, 
their families, and supporters were violently dispersed by more 
than 100 of the company’s security personnel and members of the 
PNP. Scores were injured while 19 were illegally arrested. Those 
arrested were Daisy Jane Heda, 20, Robert Sequino, 23, Sedney 
Villamor, 31, Jerald Verano, 26, Mark Ponce, 31, Dannyboy 
Conel, 21, Marylle Jons Peligro, 23, Joevelyn Bornales, 33, 
members of Nagkakaisang Manggagawa ng NutriAsia (NMN); 
Nikki Abilar, 29, and Jaime Castro, 52, church workers; Avon 
Ang, 23, Hiyasmin Saturay, 27, Eric Tandoc, 38, and Psalty 
Caluza, 20, from Altermidya; Jon Bonifacio, 20, UP student and 
campus journalist; Einstein Recedes, 33, Anakbayan Secretary 
General; Mark Quinto, 24, member of League of Filipino 
Students; Imelda Ray, 57, and Aileen Raganit, 42, members of 
Kadamay Bulacan. The 19 arrested were eventually released on 
August 1. The striking workers, led by NMN, mounted their strike 
on June 2 after the company refused to regularize its workers, even 
after an order from the Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE).

SIDLAK 3. On October 5, 2018, three leaders of the Lumad 
organization Sustinidong Ipalambo ug Depensahan ang Lumadnong 
Kahiushan Alang sa Sumusunod nga Kaliwatan (SIDLAK) were 
illegally arrested by soldiers of the 36th IBPA in Sitio Poog, 
Maitom, Tandag City, Surigao del Sur. Arrested were SIDLAK 
Chairperson Enecito Catapte, Junie Catapte, and Purok 
chairperson Lito Delicona. 

SIDLAK is active in opposing the entry of mining and logging 
concessions in the Manobo ancestral land. 

Nueva Ecija 4. Peasant advocates Yolanda Diamsay, 46, Eulalia 
Ladesma, 44, Edzel Emocling, 23, and Rachel Galario, 20, 
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were illegally arrested by combined elements of the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG), the 7th  IBPA, and 
the Nueva Ecija police. They were falsely charged with illegal 
possession of firearms and explosives. The daughter of Ladesma 
relayed how her mother and Diamsay were mauled and beaten up 
by the state agents. Ladesma was kicked several times to force her 
to admit being “Ka Mariz”. Diamsay’s left eye was swollen and 
hand marks were visible in her neck due to attempted strangulation. 
Emocling and Galario posted bail, but Diamsay and Ladesma 
remained behind bars. 

RMP 4. Teachers are also targets of the military. On November 
12, 2018, four literacy-numeracy volunteer teachers of the Rural 
Missionaries of the Philippines (RMP)-Northern Mindanao were 
abducted by elements of the 51st and 81st IBPA. The teachers were 
identified as Tema Namatidong, Julius Torregosa, Ariel Barluado, 
and Giovanni Solomon. Some NGO members proceeded to 
search military camps. Eventually Corporal Rico Ordaneza of the 
103rd Infantry Brigade confirmed on November 27 that they had 
the four teachers in custody. Ordaneza insisted that the teachers 
were under investigation and could not be released. 

The four para-teachers were released from the custody of 103rd 
Infantry Brigade after more than a month of detention in Marawi 
City.

Photo by Kathy Yamzon
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Talaingod 18. On November 28, 2018, teachers and 14 students 
from STTICLC in Sitio Nasilaban, Talaingod, Davao del Norte, 
evacuated their campus in Sitio Nasilaban to proceed to the central 
campus of Salugpongan schools in Sitio Dulyan, Brgy. Palma 
Gil, Talaingod, following the arrival of paramilitary and military 
elements in their communities.

Meanwhile, a Solidarity Mission led by former Bayan Muna 
Partylist Representative Satur Ocampo, 79, and ACT Teachers 
Partylist Representative France Castro, 52, were in the Talaingod 
area earlier to provide food aid to the beleaguered communities 
and schools. The delegation was prevented from leaving the area 
after the military cordoned off and set up checkpoints on the road. 
This was even after local officials were made aware of said mission.

In the evening of November 28, 2018, members of the Solidarity 
Mission turned National Fact-Finding Mission (NFFM) decided 
to aid the fleeing students and teachers from Nasilaban. The team 
was able to rescue the teachers and the students in Sitio Dulyan. 
The convoy was heading towards Tagum City when rocks were 

thrown at their 
vehicles. Two 
motorcycle-riding 
men overtook the 
vans, stopped and 
fired two shots in 
the air.  By this 
time, the vans 
had to stop as the 
vehicles’ tires were 
also hit by spikes 
and needed to be 
replaced. 

Approaching Brgy. Sto. Niño, the convoy was stopped by a PNP 
checkpoint and minutes later, 2 trucks filled with elements of the 
56th IBPA arrived. The police and military accused the mission 
team and the teachers of kidnapping the minors, and subsequently 
brought all of them to the Talaingod police station. Fourteen (14) 

Congresswoman France Castro and Satur Ocampo were among those 
arrested while conducting humanitarian mission to the lumads. Photo by 
Niño Jesus Orbeta/Inquirer
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students – all minors – were separated from their teachers and were 
taken into custody by the municipal social welfare department. 
There, the students were interrogated and goaded to admit that 
the school teaches them how to fire guns. As for the mission, the 
members were ridiculously charged with trafficking and child 
abuse. Apart from Ocampo and Castro, the NFFM also included 
Katribu Secretary General Piya Malayao, STTICLC Executive 
Director Meggie Nolasco, Pastor Edgar Ugal, Rev. Ryan 
Magpayo, Pastor Eller Ordeza, Rev. Jurie Jaime, Jesus Modamo, 
Mary Ro Poquita, Maria Conception Ibarra, Jenveive Paraba, 
Merhaya Talledo, Maricel Andagkit, Marcial Rendon, Ariel 
Ansan, Mariane Aga, Nerfa Awing, and Wingwing Daunsay. 

The “Talaingod 18” were released on December 2 after posting 
bail. The supposedly kidnapped students were also released back to 
their teachers and parents. 

This military harassment was part of the Duterte regime’s on-
going crusade against Lumad community schools, which had 
taken the initiative of providing education programs to indigenous 
children who were unable to access education services due to 
the government’s disregard and lack of care for the Lumad. In 
2018, Duterte and the military, consistent with the government’s 
discriminatory neglect of the Lumad, continued to disregard them 
and even red-tagged the Lumad schools. Duterte himself had 
threatened to bomb their communities. 
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Blanket Arrests in Negros. On December 27, 2018, composite 
elements of the PNP, the 302nd Infantry Brigade, and 94th IBPA 
conducted a police operation, dubbed Simultaneous Enhanced 
Managing Police Operations (SEMPO) in different areas in 
Negros Oriental. The operation was meant to serve 113 so-called 
search warrants, accusing residents to be in possession of firearms; 
82 warrants were served in Guihulngan City. More than 31 were 
arrested in separate incidents during the simultaneous operations, 
including peasant organizer Margie Baylosis who was accosted in 
Mabinay, Negros Oriental. Also among those arrested were spouses 
Delia and Dominador Isugan, parents of EJK victim Jesus Isugan. 
The house of the Isugan couple were ransacked by elements of 
the 94th IBPA and the Guihulngan PNP. During the incident, the 
police shot and killed Jesus Isugan, then placed his body inside a 
sack and brought him to the PNP station. The Isugan couple were, 
likewise, brought to the station. Other arrest victims were identified 
as Sheldon Uy, Merlinda Abraham, Roger Salmeron, Maximo 
Tamban, Henry Marco, Glensel Alangilan, Melborn Bustaman, 
Fely Susas, Romeo Gantalao, Mesael Dagat, Aniceto Canas, 
Boning Lagonero, Undo Canilio, Inting Supio, Joseph Gabriel, 
Jose Perolino, Tubal Montecino, Shano Pinili, Lando Pinili, 
Tonyo Amaro, Jessie Palagtiw, Roger Mora, Juno Prubayre, 
Roger Villagomez, Isaias Villamor Ribilis, Victoriano Gadiano, 
and Butoy Rosalem. 

Margie Baylosis and Jessie Palagtiw were charged with illegal 
possession of firearms and explosives and are still detained in 
Mabinay City Jail. All others arrested and charged with illegal 
possession of firearms have been released on bail.

Fake Forcible Surrenders of Entire Communities

The Duterte regime targets entire organizations and communities 
to intimidate and harass their members and residents. In its 
desperation to advertise a successful counterinsurgency campaign, 
the government manufactured fake surrenderees – composed of 
threatened residents and paid paramilitary members/mercenaries 
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to appear as rebels. As of December 2018, more than 1,700 
individuals were subjected to so-called forced surrenders. Apart 
from this deceitful tact, there is the continued militarization of 
communities which has resulted in the ongoing displacement of 
many peasant and indigenous communities. 

Victims under duress were forced to admit to being NPA members, 
and refusal to do so would be a free pass to be further intimidated 
and harassed. The soldiers and their mercenaries have elevated the 
level of their cruelty and deceit. Targeting entire organizations and 
communities meant that bigger numbers are hauled in, and the 
more remuneration from the coffers of government. 

On January 8, 2018, at least 500 residents of Lupiagan and Licoan, 
Sumilao, Bukidnon were gathered by soldiers of the 1st Special 
Forces Battalion in their camp in Brgy. Mampayad, Manolo 
Fortich, Bukidnon. People were bribed to go, in exchange for half-
kilo of rice and 500 pesos that would be distributed to each of 
the residents. Attendance was taken and days later, the names of 
the attendees were reported as NPA surrenderees. The same was 
done to 18 members of the Compostela Farmers Association 
(CFA) in Brgy. Manggayon, Compostela, Compostela Valley on 
February 28, 2018. Members were forced to write their names as 
surrenderees, lest their enrollment in the Pantawid Pamilya Pilipino 
Program (4Ps) would be cancelled. Fifteen members of the Tribal 
Indigenous Oppressed Group Association (TINDOGA) also 
had the same ordeal when they were forced to “surrender” or else 
trumped-up cases would be filed against them.

This type of hostage situation continued as a tool to further 
harass communities as it was a very profitable milking cow for 
the soldiers whose greed is insatiable. At least 428 cases of forced 
or fake surrenders were reported in the Southern Mindanao 
region during the recent fact-finding mission led by the KMP on 
April 2018. The mission team documented 10 victims of forced 
surrender in Brgy. Katipunan, Kidapawan City; 18 victims in 
Brgy. Manggayon, Compostela Valley; and at least 400 victims 
in Puting Bato, Brgy. Ngan, Compostela Valley.
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There were 400 residents from Compostela Valley who were also 
deceived in February 2018. According to a kagawad of Purok 27, 
Sitio Puting Bato, Brgy. Ngan, Compostela, Compostela Valley, 
the residents were gathered in the barangay nursery hall and asked 
to write down their names with their signatures or thumbmarks in 
an attendance sheet. A few days later, the residents were declared 
as NPA surrenderees.

Even evacuees who were displaced due to the militarization of their 
communities were not exempt from the AFP’s charades. On June 
12, 2018 more than 120 Lumad-Mamanwa and peasant families 
from Sitio Zapanta Valley, Brgy. Bangayan, Kitcharao, Agusan 
del Norte evacuated to the barangay center in Brgy. Bangayan. 
As they left their communities, armed elements of the 29th IBPA 
follow them and controlled their movements in and out of the 
barangay hall as if they were detainees. On June 17, soldiers hauled 
the evacuees in a dump truck and brought them to Little Baguio, 
Brgy. San Roque in Kitcharao where, according to elements of the 
29th IBPA, a community assembly would take place. After arriving, 
the AFP forced the displaced residents to declare that they were 
NPA combatants.
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Step 9: 
Masquerade the country’s 
economic growth built on 
ballooning debt 

This step is also very similar to the moves pulled off by the Marcos 
regime: paint a picture of a thriving economy to compensate 
for unbridled repression. It is as if the murder of thousands 
suddenly becomes venial if anchored on the booming of physical 
infrastructure, the latter of which was also done through massive 
borrowing. This mentality has been vended hard by this regime, 
replacing human dignity with business and profit at the center of 
development planning.

In the form of more debt, the ordinary and struggling Filipinos 
shoulder the burden of the regime’s flagship policy, the “Build, 
Build, Build” program. If the government is outstanding in one 
thing, it is in amassing a torrential debt to build the economy. 
According to data from the Bureau of Treasury, the average 
monthly increase in the national government debt is at PhP 43 
billion, significantly higher in Duterte’s half-time compared to 
past administrations. This has been largely funneled into building 
physical infrastructure and in killing more Filipinos, courtesy of 
militarist policies implemented by the Department of National 
Defense (DND), the AFP and the PNP. Direct programs for the 
uplifting of the general condition of the Filipino people are left 



scrambling for scraps of funding, as less are being channeled to 
social services. 

According to think-tank IBON, the 2019 budget sees an expected 
increase of funds for the Office of the President, while there is a 
2.2% and 26% decrease for social welfare and health, respectively. 
After a year of subjecting Filipinos to deeper poverty, Duterte 
and his corrupt crew of politicians and economic managers are 
steering the country further into mendicancy while guaranteeing 
their cut from pork allocations and other such schemes. The ranks 
of the rich who rob the poor are expanding with more government 
bureaucrats joining in as they found the well from which to indulge 
their insatiable greed. Duterte’s governance has fostered and even 
fortified this avarice amongst the military and the bureaucracy.

With the rampage rolled out by the Tax Reform for Acceleration 
and Inclusion (TRAIN), the Duterte government struggles to keep 
the economy afloat. The Philippines has gone through its highest 
inflation rate in 10 years, reaching 6.7% in September 2018. This 
has resulted in a steep increase in the prices of basic commodities, 
particularly rice and fuel. TRAIN is primarily geared to funding 
more physical infrastructure, while domestic job generation and 
domestic production are comparable to sporadic drips from the 
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faucet. The country’s economy remains underdeveloped as this 
regime follows the trend of a debt-driven economy with no 
national industries. 

According to IBON, Duterte can add the following 
“accomplishments” to his failed report card: Slowest growth in 3 
years, weakest peso in 13 years, worst account deficit in 18 years, 
worst national government deficit in 8 years, and 11.1 million 
underemployed and unemployed workers.  Still, Duterte and his 
economic managers have stuck with neo-liberal globalization 
policies and programs which were proven detrimental to the 
country and its people but beneficial to foreign and national 
monopoly capitalists.   

Not only has the Duterte regime ordered the murder of thousands, 
but it has also plunged the country deeper into debt, making 
the poor more vulnerable to the anti-social crimes which this 
government facetiously condemns. Clearly, this government does 
not intend to solve the problems of landlessness, contractualization, 
unemployment, and systematic poverty prevailing in the country. 
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Instead, it remains content in band-aid solutions that will amount 
to nothing more than a fake crusade to uplift the lives of the 
Filipino. 

Duterte is using his fading popularity to pass off economic 
policies that are essentially elitist. It has helplessly latched on 
to the United States and China, at the expense of the country’s 
territory and sovereignty. The West Philippine Sea is an elephant 
in the room, one that this government stubbornly pretends to not 
see. While enthusiastically shaking hands with China, Duterte 
passes up the country’s humiliation and voluntary subjugation as 
“necessary,” while China usurps our islands before our very eyes. 
Deals reportedly amounting to an estimate of PhP 917 billion 
are being signed under 23 projects with China, surreptitiously 
approved, without transparency, by Duterte. The country remains 
dependent on imperialist powers led by the US, chasing after 
defunct economic policies that have proven to bankrupt nations 
while trading off a huge chunk of the country’s patrimony and 
right to steer national policy. 

Dutertenomics is largely neoliberal and anti-people. The year 
2018 was a disaster for the economy. As we expect more ridiculous 
solutions from this government, ranging from the promotion of 
beetle/weevil-infested rice, to blunt commentaries of an indifferent 
retort of “just bear with it” – it is apparent that the common “tao” 
has been further victimized by Duterte. The Philippine economy 
continues to be in a chronic crisis, and the Duterte regime is merely 
speeding its collapse. 

Duterte with Chinese President Xi Jinping. AP File Photo/Pool
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AGAINST RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
AND TYRANNY

PEOPLE      ’ S 
RESPONSE

The US-Duterte regime’s efforts to install a dictatorship were met 
with the people’s resounding disapproval and protests. Attempts 
to vilify and demonize mass leaders, human rights defenders and 
other social activists were straightforwardly confuted with the 
people’s movement that has a strong and solid record of activism, 
courage and persistence and which cuts across all sectors especially 
of the marginalized. Waves of protests were mounted in response 
to a list of repressive policies and programs battering the country. 
As Duterte and his close clique have closed in their ranks, so did 
different sectors and political groups, which continue to build and 
consolidate themselves into a formidable protest force. 

Various sectors registered their voices against the intensifying 
and systematic attacks against people’s civil, political, economic, 
social, and cultural rights perpetrated by the government. Trade 
unions staged strikes in different parts of the country, carried 
out by workers from companies such as NutriAsia, CocaCola, 
Jollibee, PLDT Inc., and Sumifru Philippines. Even as the right 
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to organize, freedom of association and collective bargaining are 
consistently threatened and violated by devious schemes, workers 
have stood up to echo their demands and raise the banner against 
contractualization, low wages and other anti-worker policies, thus 
expanding and strengthening the unity of workers. 

Farmers and the fisher folks have also had enough with years of 
government neglect. The insurmountable failure of government 
agencies to develop agriculture and the fishing industry, implement 
genuine land reform and give aid to farmers and fisher folks led to 
a spike in protests. In October, thousands of farmers from across 
the country held a Lakbayan ng mga Magsasaka (Pesant March) to 
demand genuine agrarian reform at a time when there was scarcity 
of rice and rice importation schemes that will bankrupt local 
growers. The fisher folks marched as fishing areas were converted 
to reclamation projects and the country’s exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ). The West Philippine Sea is rendered off-limits to Filipino 
fishers. Duterte was shown to ride a jet ski in the area, not to solve 
the problem but to wave a white flag in shameless subjugation to 
China. 

National minorities are also mounting their protests in their 
communities, in cities, and in the National Capital Region. 
Government agencies are being censured for their failure to 
promptly and aptly respond to demands such as recognition, 

Lakbayan ng Magsasaka. Photo by Tudla Productions
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education, equal opportunities and access to gainful employment, 
and continued rights violations. The Moro people and indigenous 
communities are one in condemning the devastating and irreversible 
effects in Mindanao as a result of indiscriminate bombings and 
other military atrocities. Displacement of communities remains 
widespread and victims such as those from the Marawi siege in 
2017 remain in dire situations, evidence of grave government 
neglect. The situation has worsened after the declaration of martial 
law. The affected communities, however, have exercised their own 
initiatives, banding together to demand accountability from the 
Duterte regime. Other initiatives such as the “Bakwit School” 
(school for the internally displaced children) have been set up in 
Manila to respond to the disruption of the education of indigenous 
children, owing to the harassment of their schools and continued 
militarization in these areas. 

Meanwhile, a broad united front is building amplifying calls for 
justice and accountability. In July 2018, groups and individuals 
coalesced to form the United People’s SONA which led a 
broad protest during Duterte’s 3rd State of the Nation Address. 
In September, an International People’s Tribunal (IPT) was 
convened in Brussels, Belgium which passed the guilty verdict 
on Duterte and US President Trump for cases of civil, political, 
economic, social, and cultural rights violations committed by the 
US-Duterte regime. In the same month, following tireless watch 
and action from the families and friends of the victims and human 
rights defenders, retired Army Major General Jovito Palparan Jr. 
(“the Butcher”) was convicted of the 2006 kidnapping and serious 
illegal detention of two disappeared students of the University of 
the Philippines (UP), Karen Empeño and Sherlyn Cadapan. He 
was sentenced to reclusion perpetua and is currently in the New 
Bilibid Prison. In November, Imelda Marcos was also convicted 
on seven counts of graft, though her sentence is yet to be served. 
In December, police officers involved in the murder of Kian delos 
Santos, a young victim of Duterte’s infamous “war on drugs”, were 
convicted and also sentenced to reclusion perpetua. 
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Clockwise from top: Thousands march for the United People’s State of the Nation Address; a statue of 
weeping lady holds a list of names of victims of drug related killing; jurors listen to testimonies of witnesses to 
the International Peoples’ Tribunal; Protesta de Mayo against tyranny. (Photo credits: Arkibong Bayan; GMA 
News; IPT2018 FB; Angie de Silva/Rappler;)  
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Clockwise from top: Protesters burn “Faces of Duterte” effigy during International Human Rights Day; artists 
reenact Duterte’s bloody war against the poor in Davao City; a lumad student stand defiant with a peace quilt; 
rights defenders in Baguio decry harassment of activists. (Photo credits: Rappler; Davao Today)  
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Despite the crackdown on various activists and groups, more are 
emboldened to fight: artists are using their craft to “disturb, question 
and transform”; journalists refuse to crumble under a barrage of fake 
news and libel threats; a twisted and maliciously revised martial 
law history is being smashed before historical revisionism can take 
root; the millennials and youth are fearlessly taking to the streets 
to protect their freedom; workers are staging strikes, farmers are 
cultivating idle farmland, women are denouncing misogyny and 
oppression; the national minorities are tireless in the defense of 
their ancestral domain; the urban poor are demanding housing and 
other social services and fighting demolition of their communities 
without provisions for adequate and livable relocation; the church 
is consistent in its criticism of extra-judicial killings and  Duterte’s 
attacks against the church and its bishops. They are all speaking 
against injustice, gross violations of human rights, subservience 
to foreign dictates and neo-liberal economics, tyranny, creeping 
martial law and dictatorship.  There is an increasing refusal to let 
things as they are, and a renewed vigilance to prevent the situation 
from going further down the drain.  

As the betrayals, bickering, and political drama unfold in 
government, heightened by money-hungry thieves vying for 
power in the 2019 elections, the people are weaving a web of 
solidarity and indomitable will to struggle against exploitation 
and repression.  The Movement Against Tyranny (MAT), 
Campaign Against the Return of the Marcoses and Martial 
Law (CARMMA), Sandugo Alliance of Moro and Indigenous 
Peoples, Rise Up For Life and Rights, and other new alliance 
formations are just examples of expressions of expanding unity 
against the US-Duterte regime’s treading the path of tyranny 
and dictatorship.  

It was a year of rage and of unity, it would usher in a new year of 
reclaiming power for, to and with the people.  
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APPENDIX
Data of                                      
Human Rights Violations

Sector Extrajudicial 
Killing

Enforced 
Disappearance

Church 5 -
Entrepreneur 4 -
Environmentalist 12 -
Fisherfolk 3 -
Government Employee 9 1
Indigenous People 50 3
Peasant 180 5
Teacher 1 -
Lawyer 1 -
Human Rights worker 8 -
Worker 11 -
Youth and Student 10 -
Cultural Worker 1 -
Moro 31 1
Transport 3 -
Minor 9 1

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced Disappearance 
Under the Rodrigo Duterte Government 
By Sector ( July 2016 to December 2018 )

TABLE 3
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Region Extrajudicial 
Killing

Enforced 
Disappearance

Ilocos 4
Cordillera Administrative Region 1
Cagayan Valley 3
Central Luzon 9
National Capital Region 1
Southern Tagalog 7
Bicol 23
Western Visayas 27
Central Visayas 19
Northern Mindanao 14
Caraga 19 1
SoCSKSargen 24 4
Southern Mindanao 51 1
ARMM 21 1

TOTAL 222 8
Women 37 2

HR Defenders 146 6

TABLE 4 Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced Disappearance 
Under the Rodrigo Duterte Government 
By Region ( July 2016 to December 2018 )
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Sector Extrajudicial 
Killing

Enforced 
Disappearance

Anakpawis 6 -
Balatik 1 -
Bayan 1 -
Bayan Muna 5 1
CPA 1 -
Gabriela 1 -
Kaluhhamin 8 -
Kalumbay 1 -
Karapatan 3 -
Kasalo 3 -
Katribu 1 -
KMP 75 1
KMU 3 -
NDFP 7 1
NUPL 1 -
Pamalakaya 3 -
Pasaka 13 -
PCPR 1 -
RMP 1 -
Others 17 3

Victims of Extrajudicial Killing and Enforced Disappearance 
Under the Rodrigo Duterte Government 
By Affiliation ( July 2016 to December 2018 )

TABLE 5
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APPENDIX
Acronyms

AFP Armed Forces of the Philippines
ASG Abu Sayyaf Group
BI Bureau of Immigration 
BJMP Bureau of Jail Management and Penology
BOC Bureau of Customs
CASER Comprehensive Agreement on Social and 

Economic Reforms
CFA Compostela Farmers Association 
Cha-Cha Charter Change
CIDG Criminal Investigation and Detection Group
COIN Counter Insurgency
CPP Communist Party of the Philippines
DAR Department of Agrarian Reform
DASFAVI Davao San Francisco Agricultural Ventures Inc.
DENR Department of Environment and Natural Resources
DILG Department of Interior and Local Government 
DND Department of National Defense
DSWD Department of Social Welfare and Development
ED Enforced Disappearane
EJK Extrajudicial Killing
Habagat Haligi ng Batangueñong Anakdagat
HAS Human Security Act 
HUDCC Housing and Urban Development Coordinating 

Council
HUMAWAC Hugpong sa mga Mag-uuma sa Walog Compostela
IACLA Inter-Agency Committee on Legal Action
IB Infantry Battalion
IBPA Infantry Battalion Philippine Army
IFI Iglesia Filipina Independiente
KMP Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas
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KMU Kilusang Mayo Uno
MILF Moro Islamic Liberation Front
MISFI Mindanao Interfaith Services Foundation, Inc.
NAMASUFA Nagkahiusang Mamumuo sa Suyapa Farm
NAMASUR Nagkahiusang Mag-uuma sa Agusan del Sur 
NAPC National Anti-Poverty Commission
NDF/NDFP National Democratic Front of the Philippines
NFFM National Fact-Finding Mission
NFSW National Federation for Sugar Workers
NIA National Irrigation Administration
NICA National Intelligence Coordinating Agency
NMN Nagkakaisang Manggagawa ng NutriAsia
NORPO Negros Oriental Provincial Police Office 
NPA New People’s Army
NUPL National Union of People’s Lawyers
OPPAP Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace 

Process 
Pamalakaya Pagkakaisa ng mga Mamamalakaya sa Pilipinas 
PDP-Laban Partido Demokratiko ng Pilipinas-Lakas ng Bayan
PNP Philippine National Police
PP Political Prisoner
PTCA Parents-Teachers Community Association
RMP Rural Missionaries of the Philippines
RTC Regional Trial Court 
SIDLAK Sustinidong Ipalambo ug Depensahan ang 

Lumadnong Kahiushan Alang sa Sumusunod nga 
Kaliwatan

STTICLC Salugpongan Ta ‘Tanu Igkanugon Community 
Learning Center 

Sumifru Sumitomo Fruits Corp.
TIKULPA Tinananon Kulamanon Lumadnong Panaghiusa 
TINDOGA Tribal Indigenous Oppressed Group Association
TRAIN Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion
UCCP United Church of Christ in the Philippines 
UMC United Methodist Church
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